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INTRODUCTION 

Though the Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin has 
been for over a hundred years a familiar and accepted 
English classic, this is the first occasion on which an, 
edition^ containing the authentic text of this ' celebrated 
work has been given to the world by an English publish- 
ing house. This will seem strange news to most readers ; 
and indeed there is a long and interesting story' to' tell 
in connection with it. That story fills very pleasantly 
some eighty prefatory pages in Mr. Bigelov/’s Life of 
Franhlin; but here our generosity must be more frugal, 
our entertainmeiit more hurried. 

It was in 1771, in the seventh year of Ms second 
mission to England, and while spending a holiday at the 
.coii.ntry-seat of liis friend, Jonathan Shipley, Bishop of 
,St.. Asaph,' that Franklin set about writing some Recol- 
lections of his family and his .own early life. 'Ihe 
composition was addressed . to his son William, at that 
time Governor of New Jersey, and' was not intended bo 
come . under ' the eyes of the general world at all. The 
work, needless to sa,y, gai.ned a great deal by ha\dng 
thus originated as a sort of holiday gaiety, a long retro- 
spective chat, a budget of personal and moral memoranda., 
writte,R for tlie gratification and the uses of his own.' folk, 
.at home. It does not appear that he had any thought 
of carrying the story further than .the point w.Mch he 
brought it down to — namely, as far as page S4 of the 
present voiume—iii the ' course . of this .holiday, labour. 
Apparently, he sent it to his son not .long after, and 
thought no more about it. And,, indeed, he soon had 
plenty to think about; for the difficult and troublous 
course of the public business with %¥hichhe was presently 

^ The edition of 1005 issued by the present publishers, and from 
whose text this is reprinted. ■ ■- , 
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connected was matter enough to engage Ms whole atteii- 
tion. Then came his return to America, and the vivid 
and laborious days of the commencing Revolution. We 
; .next see him, with scarce a breatMng space allowed, 
spirited back into the Old World to take up 'a new 
career of labours, difficulties, and anxieties, almost 
without parallel. But toward the end of this time an 
extraordinary thing happened; the manuscript which 
he had written at the Bishop of St. Asaph's some twelve 
years earlier, was returned to him from America b]/- a 
Pennsylvanian Quaker, Mr. Abel James, into whose 
hands it had fallen. Through wliat adventures it had 
passed in the interval we do not know, but assured I_y 
they were not without peril to a small sheaf of papers. 
At the beginning of the war the Governor of New Jersey 
had, as became his office, if not his birth, stood for the 
King against both his father and his country, and had 
behaved with so much , provocation and defiance that 
■ liis career, until he finally found his^ way .to En,gland,, 
was, to say the least, not a comfortable one.- There 
was a good deal of imprisonment; a good deal of hustling „ 
.from this place to that; and, of course, confiscation,' 
with the impounding or the scattering and , 'd,es troy ing. ' 
of papers... .However, this, paper, as the reader will see ' 
oil: turning 'to .page 85, found its way, into .very 'good 
.hands, 

The desire so. seriously expressed by Mr. James that 
this “ so plea.sing and profitable work ” might be ^‘ con- 
tinued up to a later period '' w^as fully shared by the . 
friends,, both French; and . Eng,!ish Mr. ' Benjamin ^ 
Vaughan and Dr. Price, Mi le, Veillard, the Due cle la 
Rochefoucauit, and .others — to whom Franklin now 
showed the recovered manuscript. From this moment 
'thes.0, were :insis.teiit in. their ..dem.ands upon him, their 
entreaties, that he would- recognise the finishing of these 
Memoirs as the chief -duty-, wffiich he owed to the world. 

So in 1784, when., a greater work to which he had set liis 
hand at a later time had just been happily concluded' — 
when Independence was won, and peace negotiated, and 
Ms country accepted by ail the world as a nation among 
the rest— he now yielded to the instance of these friends 
. viii- 



INTRODUCTION 

and set about to complete the Memoirs of Ms Life. 
What lie was able to add at this time, however, while 
stiii residing at Passy, only amounts to eighteen- pages 
(pp. 92“ no) of the present volume. In the following 
year lie returned to America; and his enthusiastic 
Mends in Europe were compensated a little for the loss 
of Ms company by the hope that now he would be able 
to complete those Memoirs at last. But again Ms 
country forbade. In spite of age and intense physical 
sufferings, never long' intermitted, he was dragged again 
into the conflict and toil of public life ; so that for three 
years Ms European friends, ceaselessly importuning. 
Mm in the same old cause, got little comfort in return 
except his promises and his hopes. During that time 
public affairs claimed practically every hour which was 
rendered effective by the intermissions of his malady. 
At last, in the late summer of 1788, he was able to take 
up the long interrupted work and made such headway 
that lie , brought the account down to page 199 as it is 
here printed. But after this, there was never again 
such an interval. The crushing pressure of pain was 
harder upon him than heretofore and left him' fewer 
moments, in w,liich lie could have -the confidence to take 
up again a work requiring such a command of material 
and: so many powers of the mind. Towards the. end of 
the following 5^ear, the old .man, reluctantly yet uncom- 
plainingly, surrenders the last hope of ever being able to 
.tinisli tile work now. But he tells M. le Veillard that 
his grandson .is making a copy, as far as it goes, .which 
shall be sent to him. Another copy was sent about the 
same time to Benjamin Vaughan, but what became of it 
is ii.,nknown. Fra.nklin died in the following April, .and 
the bulk of his books, papers, and manuscripts, including 
the Aiitobiograpliy, was bequeathed to his grandson, 
William Temple Franklin. 

Already, it will be seen, the Autobiography affords an 
instance of the adage habent et st 4 a fata Ubelli. As a 
manuscrif)!, it has had its strange fortunes. As a book, 
it IS to have more. .And even of its history as a manu- 
script, we sliall find, there is sometMng further to teli 
when the last won! seems to have been said. 

A, 2 
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Seldom has an nnpnblished book been expected with 
so mtense an interest, been waited for with such im- 
patience. as Dr. Franklin’s Memoirs of his Life: for so 
the wort was generahy called. The world wanted it at 
once, and seemed to count the days till it should be 
published. It had to count so many, that a great 
percentage of the enumerators died at their post. It is 
true that young Temple Franklin showed a lively sense 
lit f the bequest which his grandfather had 

left him, and that withm a month after his grandfather’s 
death he wrote to M. le Veillard of his intention to brin-^ 
out a complete edition of the Works and Correspondence 
at an ewly date. Nay more; he came to Eno-land a 

sTt The? publication. 

But then a wonderful thing occurred. Thou°-h stil? 

apparently bent on bringing out the edition and still 

lus copy ot the Memoirs to come int# the hands nr 
under the eyes of any one else, who might purloin or 

^orhL?h®^T oP^e bluest 

four r^nths Tf engages himself for three or 

poued, and by which he ea^s in that W ! T*' 
/ 7 ^o, for what services no man’knoiS ’ ^ 

a c^S^us'LS aSm 

eluded this most remunerative 

to such a friend; but teufMm7peh'' °s ^ grandfather 
am now almost enfely enSSve^t f ’• ^ 

the English edition ^ f Z ^ bringing fonvard 

satisfy your impatience ‘and tt© ^ ^°P®’ 

after that there is shence M ifw?, 

«-&««•« d« died on'thfrevolTi?"’^’ 

■7P4. % ii, 
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for Temple Franklin to nerferf nt- 
the duties of piety, than wo^’id dse 
There were those among the Win/ ho 
mterested themselves in the maSr stiU ^ 

it was, coaficlciitly asserted i * France 
“«™»» *». to b. S’- “>= 

ashamed of his huS were 

Thi., of a.™, wS; fisrs™ ‘ 

imagination. But as timp « venture of the 

Works did not appear StTW°’ Franklin’s 

and complete, likewise annni authoritative ' 

moothorLa;, eaXm rSV' •'’'i’;'"’ “•«»*-«« 

«ci otk„ laagaagt r.« “ =“1“^ 

another explanation obtained orp^ ^ ^ “ presently), 

alleged. For example in tW pl/®' / 
edition published by Legmans WS/t ^^andsome 

was accused of haWg c^ed a- ® ^’^^“P^sl'ranklin 
lished Works and CorrespondfnS’tf /h 
snch wares than Paternoster Row 

a very good thing of it. He h/ f 

to the ■ B,ritish Goveriiment ^ 

destroyed, the whole mass of FmnTr 

remains for a great price Tn ® unpublished 

Edinburgh Review quWd thisW'^'“w 

full, and supported^ Tht!.S/ K impeachment in 

in other qWrters Onhr o ^ii^rge was repeated 

pubHcIy fi. ^ o,°SL pSbc’oJS*’'’ nr-"" 

chose (in 1807) as the ^ s-ttacks, and then he 

self the pages 'of an eW^nisitSy oterare En¥?'^ 
puDhshed in Paris. If feeline L.L/ 1 ■ prmt, ■ 

this country, it was higher still In r 

admirers of Franklin wcSfillS w/h t/r®- 

with %vhich the Latin racefrp^ ^ ^oraor 

the word used to describe ?L / f Pf^rmide. That was 

and oven when, a/hfend 

announced that the edition was ^ i f I 

the true Franklinians of France 

there was other than a sinister believe that 

«o». .o br.ly „ i "4 ir„S''LT “i 

Xi ' 
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to misrepresent the great man, to conceal the ignomin}/ 
of Ills enemies, and to impair the authority and success 
of the more faithful French edition which the reader had 
now the privilege of beholding. “ The glory of belittling 
a great man,^ ot abridging Franklin/' cries M. Charles 
Maio, *‘has been reserved for one of his descendants. 
Ought we to inherit from one we have assassinated ? 
To a generation thus hostile did Temple Franklin deliver 
his work, which was published in two forms (a quarto 
and an octavo' form) simultaneously, by Colburn e, of 
London. It was far from being a complete edition, but 
the publisher was probably more to blame for that than 
the editor. And whatever he had suppressed — if he 
had suppressed anything — here was the Autobiography, 
given at last, in full, and for the first time in Franklin's 
own English. 

These words need an explanation, for which we must 
turn back a little. I have already referred to the 
anxiety of the legatee in regard to the evil uses that 
might be made of the copy which had been given to 
M. le Veillard in September 1789. He feared the French 
translator only. less than the English pmate. The first 
of these fears was prophetic. In 1791 there *was pub- 
lished at Paris, an anonymous translation of the work, 
as far as to the beginning of the paragraph (p. 84) about 
the founding .of the Philadelphia Library. Shortly 
afterwards, two separate translations from' this book 
■were published in London, and continued to be repub- 
lished in succeeding ages,. Some of' the copies, of what 
professes to be Franklin’s Autobiography even no-w on 
sale are really reprints of one or other of these English 
translations ■ of ■ a French translation of an English 
■manuscript. , .A still more attenuated ' degree of 'authen- 
ticity, .was reached when, 10.1798,' thei’e appeared at 
.Paris,. an. edition of ■ Franklin’s works, ^Hraduit de 
... .rangiais',, avec' des.. notes, par J. Castera.” This gentle- 
man had fallen in with one of the English versions 
aforesaid;, and, supposing it to be the original work, he 
translated it anew for the purposes of his edition: in 
which, therefore, we have a French translation of an 
English translation of a French translation of an Englisli 
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mantiscript. Here the brain begins to reel, and a sense 
of^ the ultimate baselessness and nnsubstantiality of 

iiiii.gs invades tlie soul even of the general reader 
But, courage,. mon ami / Surely there is a place of rest 
ill the year 1817-— surely %ve have- in W. Temple Frank- 
lin edition every, word of the . Autobiography that 
Benjamin Franklin wrote, and no words but his own. 

So Bie world really thought for a space of fifty years * 
ari,d then there was made that discovery which it is the 
business of this Preface to make common knowledge 
henceforth to all the enlightened inhabitants of these 
islands. 

It came about in this manner. One day in the 
sumiiier of 1866, the Hon. John Bigelow, at that time 
American Ambassador to the French Court, happened 
to have to dinner a number of men-of-Ietters. Amongst 
them was that accomplished litterateur and publicist, 
Edouard Laboiiiaye, who had. lately edited a selection 
from ■Frarikliirs writings. This introducing the general 
topic, ,iVI:r. Bigelow took the opportunity of saying a 
word to those wise men on a matter that had been a 
good deal in his mind for some time, . He wanted to 
know what had become of the MS. of Frankiiii^s Auto- ■ 
biography, and whether one could .-not -find it if one 
looked around in that country, .v He liimself: believed 
tliat, unless it had been destroyed, which seemed iin- 
likely, the iiico,mparable document was at that ,mo,ment 
III France, and had been there from the beginniB,g of the 
century at least. Not to give all his .reasons for so' 
tliinking,' J will mention two historical facts on which he 
iiasecL ^ First, it had been in France early i'li the century ; 
tiu Sii Samuel Romilly had seen.it there in 1802, and 
lias Icit a description of it in his Diary. Second, it' 
cvideotJy well taken ca,re of; for it had been seen again 
about ^hiteen or sixteen years ago by a well-known 
American book-collector: this was in some French town 
Jiougii ^vhat town Mr. Bigelow could not then sayl 
m*om tnesc premises the only conclusion seemed to he 
tiiat the manuscript was discoverable upon search beiri« 
in;uu\ M. l.aboulayc said he would make inquiries" 
and if die tlnng was in France, be thought he should be 
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. able to ■ trace it,- ■ Six months passed, nothing had come 
■ of this conversation, and. it. was time for Mr. Bigelow to 
be getting home. -Amongst his -farewell calls :W'as one to 
M. Laboulaye; who had still no findings to report, but 
' had, engaged som-e members of the .Academy in the 
.■quest and was in good hopes. About a month later: (on. 

- January 19, 1867) Mr. Bigelow, being then in London, 
received from him a letter which began with the joyful 
phrase Eureka ! and went on to give the address of 
the owner of the manuscript and of some other vaiuable 
Frankiin relics. Mr. Bigelow at once wrote to my 
cherished friend the late William H. Huntington,' in 
Paris,’' who seems to have been a man worth living to 
know. Him he invested wdth the powers of an Envoy- 
■ plenipotentiary,, to treat with the present possessors of 
part of the birthright of all Americans. It turned out ' 
that these possessors were the representatives of the Le 
Veillard family, M. Paul and M. George Senarmont, both 
of Paris. The negotiations were, therefore conducted (as 
far as the need -for .despatch allow.ed-) with the degree of 
consideration due .to the feelings of a family so excellent, ■ 
and the surrender was, arranged in such a way as, to 
red uce,., to . its- ■ mildest . form the sense of bereavement.' 
In a word, the Messieurs deBenarmont had been waiting ' 
for a purchaser of the heirlooms at 25,000 francs,.,' A ' , 
large price, it is' true,’’ says Mr. Bigelow, but a price 
that did not,, seem - to me beyond their value tO' .an 
-.American.',’ To, ., a good American,, certainly not: 
though doubtless there are soulless misers and some 
criminals in that country as in others. Untrammelled* 
by these baser thoughts, however, and strengthened by 
the possession of Mr. Bigelow’s cheque for the amount 
named, Mr. Huntington carried through the whole legal 
and commercial business connected with the purchasing 
packing and despatching of The Le Veillard Collection'^' 
in a single day, that day being the 27th of January 1867: 
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batch®of?etterr ^ three items: (i) a small 

batch ot Letters, ( 2 )anewPortraatofFrattklia- 7,) 

lid the f ^ f ^ FMn 

and tne rest from members of his family. All were 

wtS'-ye si a&rdlnformatii" 

winch >ve should not have found elsewhere, regarding 

Sr^iardh^ t continue the Memoirs, and 

also regarding the peculiar action, or inaction, of W 

Of'S P . bringing out the 

in i.. ^ Portrait it is the less necessary to give 

an account because by the great kindness of Mr^ Bigelow 

voiimi “rf” appears as the frontispiece to this 
original is a pastel of undoubted authen- 
cicit}, done in 1783 by Joseph Sifired Duplessis an 

MrSneration^'^ri high repute in 

Tfr'aMdin te his I f ® ^ 

- inlclm to his friend and neighbour M. le Veillard 

who was a gentleman-in-ordinary to the Kin<^ and the 

th 7 °Lf M^Duni Franklin was named in 

Tilt. lists Of Duplessis’ works, but it was lost tn i-h» 

'™0 Ar ^ M brought it back to light. 

Of the Manuscript it is necessary to speak more fully 
There are those who have builded tviser than they knew' 

MrKcr.1^ the latter category of the fortunate belongs 
Mr. Bigelow. He had wished to recover the MS of 
Franklin’s Autobiography, merely out of reg^d tfthe 
S riih ^ interest attaching to a document having 
- ter in A bistoricai. literarl 

thM Ihe supposed 

liiston-of reveal anything concerning the 

Stkk irif ^ P^^® “ Memoirs of 

liankhn. wiitten oy Himself," w^hich had so lono- hern 
a familiar English classic oetn 

however thrt n t .k ^ inspection showed, 
\r'^ toss' respects the neivlv found 

Mb. was a document rivHateiiy. ' 

pnSTv??adSon "’t-’ ^ ‘considerable 

si? off witf i! ’ published in 

in /-i-- , i ot 7 ^vith the arrival of Franklin in London 

ij, , whereas here the story was continnpd i^s 
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condiision, la 1762, of , tliat PeuBsylvaman biisinewss 
wMeli had brought Mm to tills' country. The maitef of 
tMs. continuation was, as a fact, not quite, new, though 
the .actual words were now first verified. A French 
■translation published in 1828 had contained this final 
portion, and the editor explained that it had been com- 
municated to him by the Le Veillard fa.niily. How the 
Le Veillard family came to be able to communicate 
anything of the sort was much of a mystery; but the 
historical certification given to Mr. Bigelow along with 
his purchases by the Messieurs de Senarmont now ex- 
plained all. The MS. in their possession was not the 
copy sent to M. le Veillard by Franklin in September 
1789, but Franklin's own original copy in his own hand- 
writing, with all his own corrections, erasures, and 
marginal comments. These additaments — the use of a 
Lamb word is privileged here, for more reasons than its 
correctness — these additaments, which' increased the 
interest of the documentTor the true devotee so greatly, . 
had been in rather an, odd way the cause of its preserva- 
tion. When Temple Franklin at last took steps . to 
publish his grandfather's Works; he wished to' have a 
fair copy of the Memoirs “ for the printers.” ■ And' being 
one of these editors — -so exceptional, and extraordinary, 
and fortunate-! — who' do not fatigue themselves, he 
coolly asked the Le Veillard. family to let Mm have the 
use of theirs. At this they very naturally exclai,med, 
and reminded him of the interest and . preciousness to 
them of this souvenir of their illustrious friend, whicli 
they were asked to give up. Oh, as to that,” said the 
very Anglo-Saxon young man, you can have my copy 
in exchange; which .is not a 'copy' at all, but the 
original autograph, and so, you see, much more of a 
souvenir than your own.” The conversation has not '■ 
been officially reported, any morC' than,, the great, speeches 
in Thucydides, .but no doubt-' these, were, the '.very 'words. ' 
In this way, at any rate, the exchange was in.ade. But 
Mr. Temple Franklin, who did not fatigue himself, had 
not troubled to compare the ..two manuscripts;. a.nd, so-.. 
had .failed to remark that the one which ■ he was giving 
away contained an .important addition (besides the 
xvi 
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additameiits aforesaid) not to be found in tlie one wMeli,. 
be was getting in return. , And this difference' between 
the two manuscripts is just what, with our present know- 
ledge from other sources, we should be able to affirm 
witliout having seen either of them. For we know .that 
when Franklin caused a copy to be sent to Le , Veiilard in 
beptember 1789, he had then brought the story down to 
June 1757, and considered that he had now done all he 
would ever be able to do to it. But we also know that 
in Kovember he had another rally of courage or confi- 
dence, and was trying bravely to go on again, and had 
even some momentary hopes of completing his task yet. 
Whatever additions resulted from this final effort, they 
would appear in the autograph copy which he kept beside 
Mm, and would be absent from both of those fair copies 
which were sent to Europe in September. Yet it was 
from one of these more imperfect copies that Temple 
Franklin, in forgetfulness rather than indifference, was 
eiecting^ to print. The great lapse of time during which 
he had kept back the publication wmuld account for tliis 
forgetfulness, and thus the pieties neglected invoked a 
nemesis of a sort i for in the end he was not the possessor 
of the Complete Autobiography after all, jealously as he 
had .wished, to guard that right.'- ' . , 

But a detailed comparison of- the work, as it e,xists in 
manuscript and the book as it was given to the world 
by Temple Franklin, revealed a more important d'iffer- 
ence between the two. It revealed a pervading lack of 
identity. I,ii the act of publication, the text had been 
tampered with throughout. -Not only Franklin's spell- 
ing aii.d piiiictuatioii had been departed .from, but a 
running commentary of silent alterations, corrections, 
and suppressions of Franklin’s own words had been 
,i,ii,fiicted on eve.i.,y page of the book. Bigelow .gives 

the number of these changes as 1200- in' ail. . T,'liey 
appear to have been in no case dictated by malevolence 
or by any motive .more considerable than the sempi-' 
tcrnal impertinence^ of youth and modernity. The 
young man was of his own ge.neration, and not of his 
grandfather’s; he was of a generation which abounded 
in complete letter-writers,' . and for hvhich the word 
xvii,. 
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fof S ThJ somehow evaporated 

^5 k grandson, so difforentiv 

“ Wag“ lad an Strigue wfth aTo 

“5SS - ss: 

..was in ..more, co.mplete, accord^ with th. 


Century. I w not';;;T7ora7eS 
passages in parallel columns but ^vhat cnaaon of 
put,; the. Reader in a wav tn'^T^r? 

are indebted to air Bi^Ll fn greatly we 

us to use for this editioi the xSe S? of theTf i 
graphy, as published by him in u 

Xhe, composition of the bool- hno k subsequently.^ 

Of his ^ -p>- 

company, to whom also ac Jowle'Seitf an^fCnl? 


parricide o^which °ab’ act« o' 

be convicted. The accustSn of FranhBn can 

hterary remains the subject of made his grandfather’s 

aottehffatS^LS £ ^e;io£‘%.^?¥i; 

grounds more credTlf ^ Edition can he 
alleged by enemies and enthusiasts^^ creihtable than those 
ahve^ ^ exiled loyahst, iiX?in Pn/^S father wac 

Stf? wt £if seemllness. And as £Zf «^«szderations 
wt about, in earnest tiiA tatn, that TeniDle Frotii-Tsi! 
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A. word, finally, regarding.my own contribution to tiiis 
roinme. I have' soiagM . to make it in some degree com- 
pleriieatary to .the Autobiography ; but what I mean ^ by 
complementary needs to be explained.- If there are fev/ 
more charming, or veracious .books in the world.. than 
.Franklin's , account of Ills . own .life, . there ■ is perhaps 
no. other boo.k of its kind, so insufficient — no other 
mffiich '.gives, ivith all its appearance of unity ... and 
coherence, so fragmentary an impression of the whole 
man as he really was. This is not due merely 'to the 
fact that the book was unfinished, but far more to the 
fact that the .man — the whole man — was so wonderful 
both from the pomt of view of character and of career. 
The AiitobiogTap,hy tells us much about a certain busy 
and notable and well-doing citizen of Philadelphia ; and 
perhaps even of that civic character the dimensions are 
understated., by an effect of modesty in the chronicler 
of Ms doings. But it tells us nothing of a great and'' 
famous , .man of science ; it tells us nothing . of a reverend 
pliiiosopher, of a man of massive wisdom, vast toleration', ' 
endless patience, inexhaustible courage and e.ndurance.; 

,. and; .niatcMess in security and counsel; nor a.ny thing of 
; a-.m.a'ii. of" so rare and full social- qualities--' that there was 
' .no .sucM companion, as he, and' the record , of Ms friend- ' 
ships would -almost fill a book.' ' .And- as.. -.for a certain 
. 'Great, ' and .Tllustrious Franklin — the most' famous 
■'patriot,/ the--; .-wdsest .statesman, the most success-ful' 
diplo-matist - of his age, a man whose presence in ■ the 
world fllied the mind of Ms - generation— it does , not 
a'fio.rd us a hint that such- an one ever 'existed. ' To .make 
up for all t.hese biographical and historical deficiencies 
.of ,a, confessed literary classic would be impossible in 
.-les.s .than 'twm voinraes. Having to choose- and to 
■ .forego., I have chosen to treat of that aspect and period 
of . Franklin's life, which stands in most vivid contrast 
with the picture presented to us in the pages of the 
Autobiography. My subject is the historical Franklin, 
the Franklin with whose name “ all Europe rang from 
side to side.” Of necessity, the result is a composition 
fully more compact of history than of biography, for 
that was the atmosphere in which he lived. Vlie labour 
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lias been to leave o.ut, and yet preserve continuity; also 
■so to write, that the uninformed in these matters should 
be' able to read with some compreiiensioii and interest, 
and that those who know might not find the whole 

thing superfluous. 

As to sympathy, that will depend on whether they 
agree with the Gods or Cato. , For on this occasion I 
agree with the Gods. 



FRANKLIN’S DRAFT SCHEME OF THE 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


{Copie (Tun Projit tres Curieux ie Benjamin Franklin— 
I Esquisse de ses Memoir es. Les additions h I' encre 

rouge soni de la main de Franklin.] ^ 

My writing. Mrs Dogood’s letters. Differences arise 
between my Brother and me (his temper and mine) ; their 
cause m general His Newspaper. The Prosecution he 
suffered. My Examination. Vote of Assembly. His 
manner of evading it. Whereby I became free. Mv 
attempt to get employ wiA other Printers. He prevents 
frequent pleadings before our Father. The 
tinal Breach. My Inducements to quit Boston. Manner 
ot coming to a Resolution. My leaving him and going to 
New lots Y return to eating flesh); thence to Penn- 
sylvania. i he journey, and its events on the Bay, at 
AmBoy* , Tlie road. Meet with Dr Brown, His char- 
acter. His great work. At Burlington. The Good 
Woman. On the River. My Arrival at Philadelphia, 
hirst Meal and first Sleep. Money left. Employment. 
Lodging. First acquaintance with my afterward Wife. 
With J. Ralph. With Keimer. Their characters. 

^ Osbori^. \\ arson. The Governor takes notice of me. 
ilie Uccasion and Manner. His character. Offers 
• to set. me up. My return to Boston, 'Vovase and 
accidents. Reception. My Father dislikes' the 'proposal. 

I return to New York and Philadelphia. Governor 
Buraet. J, Collins. The Money for 'Vernon. The 
' Go'Yeroors, Deceit,. Collins' not finding emnloymeot goes 
,to,, Barbados.' much in my .Debt. Ralph ..and. . I go to 

memonindiim, probably m th'e. handwritinsr of M'' le , 
Veiilardj immediately precedes the. Outline in the MST---B, ' ' 
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HIS DRAFT SCHEME. 


^etence. rroject for it. Plain Truth. 
lea thousand Men raised and disciplined, 

jLiaitery boilt. ; Ini ew Castle. - ’ " ' 

ColQrsj,. Bevicesy and Mottos. jl^ 

Q.iiakers cbosen of the Common ( 
commission of the peace. Logan 
Library . Appointed^ Postmaster- General. 
Assemblyman. Commissioner to ■ 

f estabiFsh 


5 success. 
.3. - . . • 1 Lotteries. 

My mfluence^ in the . Coiioeil. 
' Ladies’ Military ■ Watch. 
;mcn , ConncO.' But in the 
fond of ■ me. His 

J. ■ Chosen 

treat with ' Indians' at 

A Academy. 

m At Albany. Plan 
2t. Remarks upon it. 
»n in J754. Disputes 
part in them. ' Mew 
His character and 
Project of Hospital, 
xes. Made a Com- 
- / commission to defcnrl 

out«er counuea. Raise Men and build Forts Mi! th 

'fficerf “V of my 

iicers. Oh-cnce to Proprietor. Assistance- to Boston 

■mbassadors. Journey with Shirley, etc. Meet with 

• and fh f His concessions to 

- and, character of me. Success of my Electrical ' 

spennjents.^ Medal sent me. Present Royal Society 

1 inid^% •' Proprietor’; Taxes 

ir the City. I am sent to 

^land Negotiation there. Canada deknda est. My 
mphkt. Its reception ^and effect. Projects drawn 

1 th^r Sf™- ^onquest. Acquaintance made 
1 thur SCI vices to me— Mrs S. M. Small, Sir John P , 

Vi, oou, Sargent Strahan, and others. Their characters 

pSf Lord Leicester. 

^lard DMaef ^ p' T°“‘ in 

,iai.d. Delays. Erentfu! Journey into Holland and 

I”™’'"?;,? “."I'”.''- 

At alTrS^. ““F Bo.on. 
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Paxton Murders., My Pamphlet. Rioters niarcli to 
Philadelphia. ■ Governor, retires to my House. My 
conduct. Sent out to the Insurgents. ■ Turn them back. 

' Little , thanks. Disputes revived., ResoIutioBs against 
continuing under Proprietary Government. Another 
Pamphlet. Cool thoughts. Sent again to England with 
Petition. Negotiation there. Lord H. ' His character. 
Agencies from New Jersey^ Georgia, Massachusetts. 

■ Journey into Germany, 1766. Civilities received there. 
Gottingen Observations. .Ditto into France in 1767. 
Ditto in 1769. Entertainment there at the Academy. 
Introduced to the King and the Mesdames, Mad. Victoria 
and Mrs Lamagnon, Due de Chaiilnes, M, Beaumont, 
Le Roy, D^’Aiibard, Nollet, See Journals. Holland. 
Reprint my papers and add many. Books presented to me 
from many authors. My Book translated into French. 
Lightning Kite. Various Discoveries, My manner of 
prosecuting that Study. King of Denmark invites me to 
dinner. Recollect my Father^s Proverb. Stamp Act. 
My opposition to ■ it. ■ Recommendation of J. Hughes., 
Amendment of - it. Examination in Parliament. Repu- 
tation it, gave me. Caressed' by Ministry. ■ Charles 
Townseod^s Act. Opposition to it. Stores and chimney- 
plates. Armonica. Acquaintance with Ambassadors. 

Russian Intimation. Writing in newspapers. Glasses 

from Germany. Grant of Land in Nova Scotia. Sick- 
nesses. Letters , to America returned hither. , The con- 
sequences. -.Insurance Office. , My character. Costs me 
nothing to be civil to inferiors ; a good deal to be sub- 
missive, to superiors, etc.,- etc. Farce of Ferpetuai Motion. 
Writing, for , Jersey Assembly, Hutchinson’s Letters. 
Temple. ^ Suit-' in Chancery. ' - Abuse ^ before the Privy 
-Council. - Lord Hillsborough’s ■ character and conduct. 
Lord - Dartmouth.- . -Negotiation to ■ prevent the War. 
Return,,, , to America.',," Bishop of - St A,saph. Congress. 
Assembly.- „ - Committee of Safety. Chevaux-de-frise. 
Sent ,„, to, ■ Boston, -to ' the , Camp. -To Canada, to Lord 
Howe. To France. Treaty, etc. 
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TwyforDj at the Bishop of St Asaph^s^ 1771. 

Dear Son: I have ever had pleasure ia obtaining 
any little anecdotes of my ancestors. You may 
remember the inquiries I made among the remains of 
■ my relations when you were with me in England^ 
and the journey I undertook for that purpose. 
Imagining it may be equally agreeable you to 
know the circumstances of my life, many of which 
you are yet unacquainted with, and ' expecting the 
enjoyineiit of a week^s uninterrupted leisure in iiiy 
present' country retirement, I sit down to write them 
for you. To which I have besides some other 
iilducements. Having emerged . from the poverty 
and, obscurity in which T was -born 'and bred, tOAi 
state of alB, lienee and some degree of- reputation in 
the world, and having gone so far through life with 
a . considerable share of felicity, the conducing 
means I. made use of, which with the blessing of. 
'God so well succeeded., my posterity may like 
to know, as. they may find some of them suitable 
to their own situations, and therefore fit to be 
imitated. 

That felicity, when I reflected on it, has induced 
me ^ sometimes to say, that were . it offered to my 
choice, I should have no objection -to a repetition of 
the same life from its beginning, only asking the 

^The country-seat of Bishop Shipley, the 'goo.d ..bishop, as Br 
Fran kiln used ro style him. — B. ' ' 

* Alter the woi*.cls “'agreeable to*’ the words so.iBe of ” were ' 
Iiiteriiued aad aften%’'ard etFaced,-— B, ■ ' 
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advantages' ''aothors have in a second edition to.cor- 
: Tect some faults' of the first. So I migiitf besides 
..'CGrrecting the faults, change some sinister accidents 
and, events of it for others more favourable. , But 
though' this were denied, I should still accept the 
offer.. Since such a repetition is not to be expected, 
the next thing mosflike living one’s life over again 
seems to be a recollection of that life, and to make 
that recollection as durable as possible by putting it 
down in writing. 

Hereby, too, I shall indulge the inclination so 
natural in old men, to be taiking of themselves and 
their own past actions; and I shall indulge it with- 
out being tiresome to others, who, through respect to 
age, might conceive themselves obliged to give me 
a hearing, since this may be read or not as any one 
pleases. And, lastly (I may as well confess it, 
sio.ce my denial of it will be . believed 'by nobody), 
perhaps I shall a good deal gratify, my ow'n,'w«%. 
indeed, I scarce ever heard or saw the introductory 
words, Without vanity I may say etc., but some 
vain, thing immediately followed.. Most people dis-' 
like vanity ;in. others, whatever share they have of 
it themselves ; but .-.I give, it fair quarter^wherever I 
.meet' with '.it, -being .persuaded that it is often pro- 
ductive of good to the - possessor, -and to others that 
are within his sphere of action ; and therefore, in 
..many '-cases-, "'it 'would not be altogether absurd if a 
■man,, .were ..tO' thank- God for his vanity among the 
other comforts of life. 

And now I speak of thanking God, I desire with 
alf iiumility. to acknowledge, that .1 .owe the .-men- 
tioned happiness of my past life to His Mad provi- 
dence, which lead me to the means I used and gave 
them success. My belief of this induces me to hope^ 
though I must not presume^ that the same goodness 
will ^ still be exercised toward me, in continuing that 
happiness, or enabling me to bear a fatal reverse, 
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' which I ■ may ■ experience as others ' ha^e done: the 
complexion of my future fortune'being known to Him 
only in .whose -power it is to bless to‘ us even our 
alBictions*. ■ • . . , 

.! uncles (who -had the 'Same 

kind of curiosity in collecting family anecdotes)' once 
put into my hands, furnished me with ..several par- 
ticulars relating to our ancestors. From these notes 
I learned tiiat the family had lived in the same vil- 
lage, Ectoii, in Northamptonshire, for three hundred 
years, and how much longer he knew not (perhaps 
from the time when the. name of Franklin, that be-- 
fore v/as the name of an order of people, was assumed 
by them as a surname when others took surnames 
all over the kingdom), on a freehold of about thirty 
acres, aided by the smith’s business,, which had con- 
tinued in the family till his time, the .eldest -son' 
being .,a.iw.ays bred to that business; a custom which 
-he -and my- .father followed, as to: their, eldest sons, 
.When. I: .searched the registers' a t.,'EctGn, I found an 
..account, of their births,.m.arriages. -and -burials, from 
the year 1555 there being no registers kept in 
.that. pa.ris.h. at. any. time, -preceding. By, .that register 
I percelve4,..-that I was the .youngest' son '.of the 
youngest son 'for five generations back. ' My 'grand- 
father Thomas, who was born, in 1598 , lived at 
Ecton till he grew too old 'to follow business longer, 
whe.n he went to live with his' son John, a dyer at 
Lanbiiry, in Oxfordshire, with whom ' my ' father 
served an apprenticeship. There my grandfather 
died and lies buried. We saw his gravestone in 1758. 
His eldest son Thomas lived in the house at Ecton, 
and left it with the land to his only child, a daughter, 
who, with her husband, one Fisher, of Wellinfr. 
borough, sold it to Mr Isted, now lord of the manor 
tnere.^ hfy^ grandfather had four sons that grew 
up, viz. ; i homas, John, Benjamin and Josiah. I 
will give you what account I can of them, at this 

7 
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■ distance from, my papers, and if- these are not lost 
in . my absence, you 'will among them find many 
more particulars. 

■ Thomas was bred a smith under his father ; but, 
being ingenious, and encouraged in learning (as all 
my brothers were) by an Esquire Palmer, then the 
principal gentleman in that parish, he qualified him- 

■ self for the . business of scrivener ; became a con- 

■ siderable man in the county | was a chief mover of 

■ all public-spirited undertakings for the county or 
town of Northampton, and his own village, of which 
many instances were related of him 5 and much 
taken notice of and patroni-zed by the then Lord 

■Halifax. He died in 1702, January 6, old style, 
just four years to a day before I was born. The 
account we received of his life and character from 
some old. people at Ecton, I remember, struck you 
as something extraordinary, from its similarity to' 
what you . knew of mine. Had he ' died ■ on the 
same day,” you said, ‘‘ one might have supposed a 
transmigration.” 

■■ . John was bred ' a dyer, . I believe of woolens. 
Benjamin was bred a silk dyer, serving an appren- 
ticeship at , London. . .^ He was an ingenjous, man. I 
rem.ember him- well, for when I wara1)oy he cam:e 
over to my father in- Boston, and lived in the ho-ose 
: with us some years. ■. .He lived to a great -.age. : His-' . 
grandson, Samuel Franklin, now lives in Boston. 
He. left behind ■ him - two - quarto volumes, MS., of 
his own poetry, consisting of little occasional pieces 
, addressed to his friends and relations, of which . the 
following, sent to me, is a specimen. He had 
formed a short-hand of his own, which he taught 
me, but, never practising it, I have now forgot it. 

I was named after this unde, there being a parti- 
cular affection between him. and my father. He was 
very pious, a great attender of sermons of the best 
preachers, which he. took down in his short-hand, 
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and liad with Mm many volumes of them. He was 
also much of a politician ; too much,, perhaps, for 
his station. There fell lately into my hands, Mn, 
London, a collection he had made of all the prin- 
cipal pampiilets relating to public affairs, from 1641 
to 17175 many of the volumes 'are wanting as 
appears by ' the numbering, but there still ' remain 
eight volumes in folio, and twentyTour in quarto 
and in octavo. A dealer in old books met with 
them, and knowing me by my sometimes buying of 
him, he brought them to me. It seems my , uncle 
must have left them here when he went to America, 
which was above fifty years since. There are many 
of his notes in the margins. 

This obscure family of ours was early in the Re- 
formation, and continued Protestants through the 
reigii' of Queen Mary, when they were sometimes 
ill danger of trouble on account of their, zeal against 
popery. They ■ had got an English Bible, and to 
conceal and secure it, it was 'fastened .open with 
tapes' u,Qder and within the cover of a joint-stool. 
'Wiieii my great-great-grandfather' ..read it to his 
family, he turned up the.joint-stool upon his knees, 
turning over .the leaves then under the tapes. One 
of the diildreii stood at the door to give notice if he 
saw the apparitor coming, who was a.ii officer of the 
spiritual court. . In that case the- stool was turned 
down again, upon, its feet, when the .Bible rem,aiiied 
concealed under it as before. This anecdote I had'" 
from^ my node Benjamin. The family co.otinued 
..all of the Church of .England till about the end of 
Charles the ■ .Second^s reign, when some of the 
ministers that had been ouced for non-conformity 
lioiding conventicles in Northamptonshire, Benjamin 
and Josiah adhered to them,, and so continued all 
their lives : the rest of the family remained with the 
Episcopal Church. 

josiaii, my father, married young, 'and carried his 
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wife With three children into New England, aboat 
'■ r6'82* '.The coiiYenticles having' been forbidden, by 
law, and frequently disturbed, induced some con- 
■ siderable men of his. acquaintance to, remove to that 
country, and he was prevailed with to accompany 
them ■ thither, where they expected to enjoy their 
mode of religion with freedom.' By the same wife 
he had four children more born there, and by a 
second wife ten more, in all seventeen ; of which I 
remember thirteen sitting at one time at Ms table, 
who ail grew up to be men and women, and married ; 
I was the youngest son, and the youngest child but 
two, and was born in Boston, New England. My 
mother, the second wife, was Abiah Folger, daughter 
of . Peter,. Folger, .one of the first settlers of New 
England, of whom honorable mention is made by 
'.Cotton .Mather, in his church. history of that country, 
entitled Magnalia Christi Americana, as godiy^ 
learned Englishman, if I remember the words rightly. 
'Ih,av€ heard that he w.rote sundry ^.small occasional 
:..pie.Ge,S',.,.but only one. of them was printed, which 't 
',:saw now many years since. It was written in .1675^ 
iU' the. home-spun.. verse of that time and people, and 
'addressed to .-those tlie-n .co,ncerned in the govern- 
.ment:, .there..,, ■ It was in favor . of liberty of con- 
science, and in behalf of the Baptists, Qa^kevs, and 
other sectaries that had been under persecution, 
ascribing the Indian wars, and other dis'tresses that 
had befallen the country, to that persecution, as so 
many judgments of God to punish $0 heinous an 
offense, and exhorting a repeal of those uncharitable 
laws. -The whole appeared to me as written with a 
good deal of decent plainness and manly freedom. 
The six concluding lines I remember, though I 
have forgotten the two first of the stanza 5 but the 
purport of them was, that his censures proceeded 
from good-wili, and, therefore, he would be known 
t0^:be the.. 'author. , ■ / ■ 
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« Because to be a libeller. (says 'he) 

, 1 hate it with 'my heart;- . 

From Sherburne town,; where now I dwell . 

^ My name Ido put here;.'- 
Witlioutolfense.yo.iirreaifriend;-- 
, Jt Is Peter Foigier.’^ ■ 

; ^ My eider , brothers were all. put apprentices' to 
differeEt ..trades. I was. put to .the grammar-school 
at eight years of age, my father -intending to devote 
.me, as the tithe, of his sons, to the service of the 
Church. My early readiness in learning to ■ read 
(which- must have been very- early, as I. do not 
remember when I could not read), and the opinion 
of all his friends, that I should certainly make a good 
scholar, encouraged him in this purpose of his. My 
uncle Benjamin, too, approved- of it, and proposed- 
to .give me ail his short-hand volumes of sermons, I 
suppose as a .stock to set up with, if I would learn 
h'is' -character. -I. continued, .however, at the ’grammar- 
schoof -not quite one year, though - in that time I 
had risen -.gradually from the. middle of the class of 
that,, y.ear.', tO' ..be the head- of it, yand farther was 
■■removed^'' -into. the.' next class a.bove-it, in. order to go 
with that into, the third at the end of the - year. B^'ut 
..my father, in the ,. meantime,' from- a. view of the ■ 
expense of " a college . education, which having so 
large a 'fa.i2i.ily he could not well afford,, and the mean 
living , many so ed'ucated .weie afterwards able to- 
obtai,n — -reasons that he gave to his ' friends- in my 
hearing — altered .his first’ intention, took me . from 
the. grammar-school, and .sent me. to a school for 
writing and arithmetic, kept by a then famous man, 
Mr George Brownell, very successful in his pro- 
fession generally, and that by mild, encouraging 
methods. Under him I acquired fair writing pretty 
soon, but I failed in the arithmetic, and made no 
progress in it. At ten years old I was taken home 
to assist my father in Ms business, which was that of 
a tallow-chandler and sope-boikr| a business he 
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was not bred to, but had assumed on his arrlvai in 
New England, and on Ending his dying trade would 
. not ■ maintain ‘ his family, being in little request. 
Accordingly, I was employed in cutting wick for the 
candles, filling the dipping mold and the molds for cast 
candles, attending the shop, going of errands, etc. 

I disliked the trade, and had a strong' rngjiiiadoii 
for the sea, but my father declared against it ; how- 
ever, ^ living ■ near the water, I was much in and 
about it, learnt early to swim well, and to manage 
boats ; and when in a boat or canoe with other 
boys, I was commonly allowed to govern, especially 
in any case of difficulty ; and upon other occasions I 
was generally a leader among the boys, and some- 
^ rimes led them into scrapes, of which I will mention 
one instance, as it, shows an early projecting public 
spirit, tho’ not then justly conducted. 

There was a salt-marsh that bounded part of the 
mill-pond, on the edge of which, at high water, we 
used to stand to fish for minnow s. 5y^miicii tramp- 
ling, we ffiad : made it a' mere guagnure. My pro- 
posal was to build a- whariF there"Bt for us to' stand 
upon, and' I, showed my comrades a large heap of 
stones, which were intended for a new house near 
•the,... marsh, and which would very well suit our 
purpose. Accordingly, in the. evening,, when' the 
..workmen, were gone, I assembled a tiiim'ber of my - 
play-fellows, and working with them diligently like 
so many emmets, sometimes two or three to a stone, 
we brought them all' away and built our little 
wharffi, The next morning the workmen were siir- 
missing the stones, which were found in 
our wharfF. Inquiry was made after the removers 5 
we were discovered and complained of ; several of 
us were corrected by our fathers | and, though I 
pleaded the usefulness of the work, mine convinced 
me that nothing was useful which was not honest. 

I think you may like to know something of his 
12 
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person and character. He had an excellent consti- 
tution of body/' was of middle stature, but .well set, 
and very strong ' lie was iogenioiis/ could draw 
prettily, was ..skilled a little in music, and had' a clear 
pleasi,ng voice,, so that when he played psalm tunes 
on Ms, vio,lin and sung withal, as he 'sometimes did 
i.'a .an evening after the business of the day was over, 
it was extremely agreeable to hear. He had a 
mechanical genius too, and, on occasion, was very 
handy in the use of other tradesmen’s tools ; but his 
great excellence lay in a sound understanding and 
solid judgment in prudential matters, both in private 
and piiblick affairs. In the latter, indeed, he was 
never employed, the numerous family he had to 
educate and the straitness of his circumstances keep- 
ing him close to his trade j but I remember well his 
being frequently visited by - leading people, wlio^ 
consulted him for his opinion in affairs of the town 
or of thC' church he belonged to, and showed a good 
deal of respect for his judgment -and advice : he 'was 
also much „ consulted by private pe-rsons about , their' 
affairs ■wliea , any difliGuIty occurred, . and frequently 
chosen:' an arbitrator between .■ conte'nding parties. 
At'dii'S table ..he, liked to have, as - often as he could, 
some' sensible friend or neighbor to converse with, 
and' , always took care, to start some ingenious or 
useful topic for discourse, which .might tend to 
improve the .minds of his children. By this,„means 
he. turned our attention to what was good,.. Just, „ and 
prudent in the conduct of life; and little or , o,o 
notice was ever taken of what related to the victuals 
on the table, whether it was well or -ill dressed, i,a 
or out of season, of good or bad ffavor, preferable or 
inferior to this or that other thing of .the, kind, so 
that I was lirok op in such a perfect .inattentioa to 
those matters as to be quite indifferent what kind of 
food was set before me, and so unobscr,va,iit„ of it, 
that to tills day 'if I am asked I can scarce tell a :few 
13 
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JiGurs " after ■ dinner what, I .dined npon. Xliis^ has 
been a con^y^^j^i^fnee to me in travelling, where my 
■' compamons^^have been sometimes -very unhappy for 
want of a suitable gratiheation of their mo,re delicate^ 
.because better instructed,.. tastes and appetites. 

■ ■ My mother had likewise an excellent constitution. : 
she suckled all her ten children. I never knew: 
either my father or mother to have any sickness but 
that of which ■ they dyM, he at 89, and she at 85 
years of. age. /They lie buried together at Boston, 
where I some years since placed a marble over their 
grave, with this inscription ; 


JosiAH Franklin, 
and 

Abiah bJs wife, 
lie here interred. 

They lived lovingly together in wedlock 
iifty-five years. 

Without an estate, or any gainful employment, 
By constant labor and industry, 
with God’s blessing, 

They maintained a large family 
comfortably, 

and brought up thirteen children 
and seven grandchildren 
reputably. 

From this in.stance, reader, 

Be encouraged to diligence in thy calling, 
And distrust not Providence. 

He was a pious .and prudent man ; . ' 

She, .a discreet and virtuous woman* ' ■ 
Their youngest .son , .. ■; ■' 

■.■'-.In filial .regard to .their :iiiem.ory, "■ ' 

Places this stone. 

J. F. born 1655, ^ 744 j -^tat 89. 

■ A...'F*. born. 1.667,, died I752r'*~--“.'S'5. ■ ■ ' ■ 
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twelve years old ; and my brother^ Jolm, who was 
. bred to that, business ^ having .left my father, married ^ 
and set up, for himself at Tlhode Island, there was 
all app,ear,a,nc,e that I was .destined ' to supply his 
place,., .and .beco.in,e a tallow.-chandler. But . my dis-^ 
..'like to the trade-continuing, my father was under 
apprehensions that if he did not find one for me 
more agreeable, I should break 'aw^ay -and get .to sea, 
as his son Josiah had' done, to his: great vexation* 
He therefore sometimes took me to walk with him, 
and. see joiners, bricklaprs, turners, braziers, etc*, 
at their work, that he might observe my inclination, 
and endeavor to .fix it on some trade or 'other on 
land* It has ever since been a pleasure to me to 
see.. good .workmen handle their tools 5 and it has 
been iisefol to me, having, learnt so m.uch ' by it as 
to be able to do little jobs myself in my house when 
a workman could not rea,dily....be.:::..g.Gt,-and ' to-x'on- 
structJ.ittiejnachines for my- .experiments, while the 
intention of making the experiment ■■./wasrfireah and 
warm in- my mind* My father at last fixed upon 
the ciitleds trade, and my , uncle Benjamin^s son 
Samuel, who was bred to that business in London, 
being about that time established in Boston, I was 
sent to be with him some time on liking. But his 
expectations of a fee with me - displeasing my father, 

I was taken home again. 

From a child I was fond ■ of -reading, and all the 
little money that came into my hands was ever laid 
oiit.in books* Pleased with .the Pilgrim’s- Progress, 
my first collection was of John Bonyan’s w^orks in 
separate little volumes, I afterward sold them to 
enable me to bii]^ R. Burton’s Historical Collections ; 
they were small cliapmen’s books, and cheap, 40 
or 50 in alL My father’s little library consisted 
chiefly of books in polemic divinity, most of wdiich 
I read, and have since often regretted that, at a time 
when I had such a thirst for knowledge, more 

15. ■ 


- BENJAMIN FRANKLIN ■ ' 

proper /books . had not fallen in my way, since it was 
"'.now resolved I should not be a clergyman, Plutarcli^s 
' .Lives there was in which I read abundantly, and, I 
still think that time' spent to great advantage. There 
was also a book 'of De Foe’s, .called, an Essay on 
Projects, and another of Dr Mather’s, called Essays 
to do G.ood, which perhaps gave me a turn of 
thinldng that had an influence on some of the 
principal future events of my life. 

This bookish inclination at length determined m,y 
father to make me a printer, though he had already 
one son (James) of that profession. In 1717 my 
brother James returned from England with a press 
and letters to set up his business in Boston. I liked 
it ranch better than that of my father, but still had a 
^hankering for the sea. To prevent the appre- 
, hended effect of such an inclination, m.y father was 
impatient to have me bound to my brother. I stood 
'out:, some time, Tut at last was persuaded, and 
signed the indentures when I was yet but twelve 
years old. I was to serve as an apprentice till I was 
..tw.enty-one years- of age, only I .was tO' be allowed 
joiirqeyman’s wages during the last year. In a 
■little time I n:iade.:.g.reat -proflciency .in. the' b.usiness, 
and became a useful hand to my brother. I now 
had access;, to better:, books. An acquaintance . with 
the . .apprentices, of booksellers enabled -.me some- 
tim,es to borrow a .small one, w,hich I was careful, '. to 
return soon and clean. ■ Often I sat up in my room,, read- 
ing the greatest part .of the night, when the book was ' 
borrowed in the evening and to be returned early in 
the morning, lest it should be missed or wanted. 

And after some time an ingenious tradesman, Mr 
Matthew Adams, who had a pretty collection of 
books, and who frequented our printing-house, took 
notice of me, invited me to his library, and very 
kindly lent me .such books as I chose to read. I 
now took a fancy to poetry, and made some little 
' ^ 16 
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pieces ; my brother^ thinking it might torn to 
account^ encouraged me, and pot me on composing 
occasional ballads. One was called The Lighthouse 
Tragedy^ and contained an account of the drowning 
of Captain Worthilake, with his two daughters : the 
other was a sailor’s ' song, on the taking of Teach 
(or Blackboard) the pirate. They were wretched 
stuff, in the Grub-street-ballad style; and when 
they were printed he sent me about the town to sell 
th.em. The first sold wonderfully, the event being 
recent, having made a great noise. This flattered 
my vanity ; but my father discouraged me by 
ridiculing my performances, and telling me verse- 
makers were generally beggars. So I escaped being 
a poet, most probably a very bad one ; but as prose 
writing has been of great use to me in the course of 
my life, and was a principal means of my advance- 
ment, I shall tell you how, in such a situation, I 
acquired what iitde ability I have in that way. 

There was another bookish lad in the town, John 
Collins .by name, with whom I was intimately 
acquainted, /We, sometimes disputed, and very fond 
we were of, argument, and very desirous of ,con-.^^^^ 
fiiting, one. another, which disputatious . turn, by the 
.way, is apt to become a very bad habit, making 
people often extremely disagreeable in company by 
the co,ntradiction that is necessary to bring it into ■ 
practice ; and thence, besides souring and spo,iliiig. 
the conversation, is productive of disgusts and, per- 
haps enmities where you may have occasion for 
friendship. I had caught it by reading my father’s 
books of dispute . about religion. Persons of good 
sense, I have since observed, seldom . fall into it, 
except lawyers, university men, and men' of all 
sorts that .ha.ve. been Bred at Edinboroiigh. 

A question, was, once, somehow or other, -started 
between Collins , .and m.e, , of ■ the propriety of edu- 
cating the, fe,male,,.sex:in learning, and. their abilities 
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for study." ' He was of opinion,, tliat it was improper, 
and that they 'were naturally unequal' to:it I took 
the contrary side, perhaps a little for dispute's sake. 
He 'was naturally more eloquent, had. a ready plenty. 
of^TOrds;. and sometimes, as I tho.iight.,.. bore.' me 
down, more by his duency than by the. strength of 
his reasons. As we parted without settling the 
point,' and were' not to see one another again for 
some time, I sat down to put my argumeiits in 
writing, which I copied fair and sent to him. He^ 
answered, and I replied. Three or four letters' of 
a side had passed, when my father happened to find 
my papers and read them. Without entering into 
the discussion, he took occasion to talk to me about 
the manner of my writing 5 observed that, though I 
had the advantage of my antagonist in correct 
spelling and pointing (wdiich I ow’-’d to the printing- 
house), I fell far short in elegance of expression, in 
method and in perspicuity, of which he convinced 
.meTy several' instances. I saw the justice' of his 
remarks, and thence grew more attentive to the 
.manner': in writing, -and determined to. endeavor' .at 
improvement. 

About this time I met wdth an odd volume of the 
Spectator, .It ■■was- the third. I .had never before 
seen any of them. I bought it, read it over and 
over, and was much delighted with it. I thought 
the writing excellent, and wished, if possible? to 
imitate' it., . With- this view I took some of the 
papers, and, making short hints of the sentiment in 
each sentence, laid them by a few days, and then, 
without looking at the book, try’d to compleat the 
papers again, by expressing each hinted' sentiment at 
length, ^ and as fully as it had been expressed before, 
in any' suitable words that should come to hand. 
ThenT compared my Spectator with the original, 
discovered some of my faults, and con’ected them* 
But I found I wanted a stock of words, or a readiness 
r8 
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Je: recollecting and using them, which I thought I 
should have acquired before that time if I had gone 
on making verses since the continual, occasion for 
words, of the ,sa.me import, '.but of different length, 
to , suit the measure, or of "different 'sound for the 
rhyme, would have laid me under a constant neces- 
sity of searching for variety, and also have tended 
to, fix that variety in my mind, and make me master 
of it. "Therefore I took some of the tales and turned 
them into verse ; and, after a time, when I had pretty 
well forgotten the prose, turned them back again, 

I also sometimes jumbled my collections of hints 
into confusion, and after some weeks endeavored 
to reduce them into the best order, before I began 
to form the full sentences and compleat the paper. 
This was to teach me method in the arrangement of 
thoughts^ By comparing my work afterwards with 
the original, I, discovered many faults and amended 
.them 5 ' but I sometimes had the pleasure of fancying 
that,, in certain particulars of small import, I had been 
.lucky enough "to..improve themethod. orthe language, 
and, this, "encouraged me tO"think'I m-ight possibiyin 
time-come , to, be a.tolc'rable English writer, of which 
I-was. ",extreamly ambitious. My time' for these ex- 
e,rcises. and. for reading .was at - night, after .work or 
before jt began, in the morning, or on Sundays, when 
I contrived to be in the printing-house alone, evading 
as much as I could' the common attendance on public ' 
worship which my father used to exact on me when ' 
I was U'lider his care, and which indeed I still thought 
a duty, though I could not, as it seemed to me, aftord 
time to practise it. 

^Wlien about i6 years of age I happened to' meet 
with a book, written by one Tryon, recommending 
a vegetable diet. I determined ".to go into it. My 
brother, being yet unmarried, did "'not keep house, 
but^ boarded liimself and his apprentices in another 
family. My refusing to eat li.esh occasioned an 
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for study. ' '' He was of opiriion tliat it was improper, 

aad that they; were naturally ^ u to it I took 

the, contrary^side, perhaps a little for dispute's sake. 
He 'was naturally more eloquent, had a ready .plenty 
of words 5 and 'sometimes, as I thought, bore , me 
down, more - by his fluency than by the strength of 
his ^ reasons. As we' parted without settling the 
point, and were not to see one another again for 
some time, I sat down to put my arguments in 
writing, which I copied fair and sent to him. He 
"answered, and I- replied. Three or four letters of 
a side had passed, when my father happened to find 
my papers and read them. Without entering into 
the discussion, he took occasion to talk to me about 
the manner of my writing ; observed that, though I 
had the - advantage '■of '; my antagonist in cori;ect 
spelling 'and pointing (which I ow'd to the printing- 
house), I fell far short in elegance of expression, in 
method and in perspicuity, of which he convinced 
'me by several 'instances. I saw the, justice , of , his 
.•remarks, and thence grew more attentive' to,,, the 
manner in writing, and determined to endeavor •at 
improvement. 

About this time I met with an odd volume of the 
Spectator* It was . the , third. I had never before 
seen any of them. 'I bought it, .read -it over and 
over, and was . much delighted with ,it» I thought 
the writing excellent, and wished, if possible, to 
imitate it. With this view I took some of the 
papers, and, making short hints of the sentiment in 
each sentence, laid them by a few days, and then, 
without looking at the book, try’d to compleat the 
papers again, by expressing each hinted sentiment at 
length, and as fully as it had been expressed before, 
in any 'suitable words that should come to hand. 
Then I compared my Spectator with the original, 
discovered some of my faults, and corrected them. 
But I found I wanted a stock of words, or a readiness 
i8 
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in: recollecting: and using them, which I thought I 
. should haye acquired , before that time if I had gone 
on making verses since the' continual 'occasion for 
words; of . the same import, but of different length, 
to suit ^ the measure, or of ,, different sound for the 
rhyme, .would have laid me under a- constant 'neces- 
sity of searching for variety, and also have tended 
to fix that variety in my mind, and m.ake me master 
of it. Therefore I took some of the tales and turned 
them' into verse ; and, after a time, when I had pretty- 
well forgotten the prose, turned them back again. 

I also sometimes jumbled my collections of hints 
into confusion, and after some weeks endeavored 
to reduce them in to the best order, before I began 
to form the full sentences and compleat the paper, 
.This, was to teach me method in the arrangement of 
thoughts. By comparing my work afterwards with 
the' original, I discovered m.any faults and amended 
them ;' but T sometimes had the pleasure of fancying ■ 
that, in certain particulars of small .-import,. I had .been . 
lu'ck'y. 'enough.- to improve' the metho-d or the language, 
and:' this 'encouraged me .to think. I -might' possibly ..in 
.time come to be a. tolerable English writer, of which 
I -..was ' extr'e'amly 'ambitious. My" time . 'for these ex- 
.ercises:.' and 'for ;read.ing was at. night, after work or 
before-it ..began in. the morning, or on Sundays, .when 
I contrived to be-in- the printing-house, alone, evadi.ng ' 
as much as -I could' the common attendance on public^ 
worship which my father used to exact on me when' 

I was'U.nder Ills care, and which indeed I still thought 
a duty, though 1 could not, as it seemed to me, afford 
time to., practise it. - 

When about i6 years of age I happened txy meet 
with a book, written by one Tryoo, recommending 
a vegetable diet. I determined to go into it. . My 
brother, being yet unmarried, did not .keep house., 
but boarded liirnseif and his apprentices in another 
family. My refusing to eat fle-sh occa.sione,d [m ■ 
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incofiveoiciicy, snd I was frequently cliid for iny 

■ ''singularity. I made myself acquainted with Tryon's 
maimer of preparing some of liis dishes^ sucii as 
boiling potatoes or rice, making hasty pudding, and 
a few others, and then proposed to my brother, that 
if he would give me, weekly, half the money he paid 
for my board, I would board myself. , , He instantly 
agreed to it, and I presently found , that I could save 
half what he paid me. This was an additional fund 
for buying books. But I had another advantage in 
it. My brother and the rest going from the print- 
ing-house to their meals, I remained there alone, 
and, despatching presently my light repast, which 
often was.no more than a bisket or a slice of bread, 
a handful of rais.ins or a tart from the pastry-cook’s, 
and a glass of water, had the rest of the time till 
their return, for study, in which I made the greater 
■progress, - from that greater clearness of head and 
quicker apprehension which usually attend temper- 
ance in eating and drinking. 

■ And now it . was that, ■ being on some occasion 

■ made : asham.’d of my ignorance in figures, which I 
'.had twice failed in learning when at school, I took 
Cocker’s book of Arithmetick, and went through 
the' whole by myself with great ease.' I also read 
Seller’s ■■ and ■ Shermy’s . books of Navigation, and 
became ' acquainted with the little. .geometry, they 
..contain; but ..never proceeded... Tar in that science...'... 
And I .read about this time Locke o/it M/mafsi ' 

md the ^ hy Messrs, du. Port. 

Royal. 

.: .'..'While I. was -intent on improving my language, I 
met with an English grammar (I think it was Green- 
wood’s), at the end of which there were two little 
sketches of the arts of rhetoric and logic, the latter 
finishing with a specimen of a dispute in the Socratic 
method 5 and soon after I procur’d Xenophon’s 
Memorable Things of Socrates, wherein there are 
20 
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many instances of . the same method. I was diarm’d 
with it, adopted it, drop t' my abrupt contradiction 
and positive argumentation, and put on the humble 
inquirer and doubter. And being then, from read- 
ing Shaftesbury and Collins, become a real doubter 
ill many points of our religious doctrine, I found this 
method safest for myself and very embarassing to 
those against "whom I used it ; therefore I took a 
delight in it, practis’d it continually, and grew very 
artful and expert in drawing people, even of superior 
knowledge, into concessions, the consequences of 
which they did not foresee, entangling them in 
difficulties out of which they could not extricate 
themselves, and so obtaining victories that neither 
myself nor my cause always deserved, I continu’d 
this method some few years, but gradually left it, 
retaining only the habit of expressing myself in terms 
of modest diffidence ; never using, when I advanced 
anything that may possibly be disputed, the words 
certainly^ undoubtedly, or any others that give the air 
of positiveness to an opinion ; but rather say, I con- 
ceive orapprehend a thingto besoandso ; it appears 
to me, or . I skouid think it so or so, for such and such 
, reasons'; or I imagine it to be so ; or it is so, if I am not 
misiahm This habit, I believe, has been of great 
advantage to me when I have had occasion to in- 
culcate rny opinions, and persuade men into measures • 
that I have been from time' to time engag’d in pro-' 
moting; and, as the chief ends of conversation are 
to inform or to be informed, to please or to persuade, I 
wish well-meaning, sensible men would not lessen 
their power of doing good by a positive, assuming 
manner, that seldom fiiiis to disgust, tends to create 
opposition,: and to defeat everyone of those purposes 
for which speech was given to us, to wit, giving or 
receiving information or pleasure.. For, if you' would . 
inform, , a .positive, and: dog.matical manner in advancing 
yoiir seiitiments, may provoke contradiction and' 
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vent a candid attention. If you wish ^information 
and improvement from the knowledge of others, and 
yet at the same time express yourself as hrmly fax d 

ia }^our present opinions,' modesty seasible nienj, wlio 

do not loYe disputation, will probably leaye yon un- . 
disturbed in the possession of your error. • And by 
such a manner, you can seldom hope to recommend 
yourself in pleasing your hearers, or to persuade 
those whose concurrence you desire. Pope says, 
judiciously: 

“ Miti should he taught as if you taught them not^ 

And things unkno’wn proposed as things forgot 

farther recommending to us 

«<To speak, tho’ sure, with seeming diffidence/' . 

'And he 'm'ight have coupled' with this line, that 
which he ■ has ■ coupled ■ with another, I think, less ^ 
properly, 

«< For want of modesty is want of sense/' ■ , 

If you ask, Why less properly ? I must repeat the 
lines, 

** Immodest words admit of no defense. 

For want of modesty is want of sense.” 

Now, is not njoatti of sense (where a man is so un- 
fortunate as to want it) some apology for his want 
of modesty f and would not the lines stand more 
Justly thus? 

Immodest words admit hut this defense. 

That want of modesty Is want of sense/' 

This, however, I should submit to better judgments. , 
My brother had, in 1720 or 172 1, begun to print 
a newspaper. It was the second that appeared in 
'" A'lnerica/and' was called the New England Couraiit. 

‘ The only one before k was the Boston News-Letter* 

' ' ' 22 


, HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

I vreiiiember .; dissuaded, by some of ..his 

friends, ' from" the : ....niidertaking, . as not ■ likely to .. suc- 
ceedj one ...newspaper, .being, in their judgment, 
enough '.for ■.America., At ’ this ■.time (1771)' there 
are not :.;less. than five."-and-t'W'enty. ' He. .went on, 
howe¥er, : with; the undertaking, ■ 'and after having 
worked iri' composing the types and printing off the 
sheets, I was employed to carry the papers thro’ the 
streets to the customers. 

He had some ingenious men among his friends, 
who, amus’d themselves by writing little pieces for 
this paper, which gain’d it credit and made it more 
in demand, and these gentlemen often visited us. 
Hearing their, conversations, and their accounts of 
the, approbation their papers were .received with, .1 
was. excited to try my hand among them 5 but, being 
still, a boy, and suspecting that- my., brother would 
object to printing anything of mine in his paper if he 
knew it to be mine, I ■contrived, to disguise .my hand, 
and, writing .an.' anonymous paper, -I 'put -it in at night 
under the door., of the printing-ho^use. It was found 
i-n .,, the ."morning, and , communicated to ■ his writing 
..friends w.hen, they, call’d in' a.s usu.aL-:'- They, read it, ■ 
CO.ffim:eated,.'ori ..it i.n my hearing, and I had the ex- 
quisite;, pleasure of finding it'met with their approba- 
tion, 'and that,. ill tlie.ir different guesses at the autho.r.^. 
no.iie were ,nam.ed but men 'of some character among 
us for iearniog and ingenuity. I suppose now that 
I . was rather lucky in my judges, and that perhaps 
they were not really so very good ones as I then... 
esteem’d them. 

Encourag’d, however, by this, I wrote and con- 
vey’d in the same way to^ the - press .several more 
papers which were equally approv’d; and I kept 
my secret till my sma.!! fund .■,©£ sense for such per- 
formances was pretty well..-,e,xhausted, and then I dis- 
covered it, when I began, ■to'^'be co.asidered a little 
more by my brother’s acquai'ata'n'cef.a'nd in a manner 
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that did not quite please him, as he tlionglit, probably 
■ with ' reason, that it tended to make me ' too vain. 
And, perhaps, this might:'be one occasion^ of the 
differences that we began to have about this time® 
Though a brother, he considered himself '.as my 
master, and me as his apprentice, and, accordingly, 
expected the same services from me as he 'would 
from another, while I thought he demean'd me too 
much in some he requir’d of me, who from a brother 
expected more indulgence. Our disputes were often 
brought before our father, and I fancy I was either 
generally in the right, or else a better pleader, 
because the judgment was generally in my favor. 
But my brother was passionate, and had often 
beaten me, which I took extreamly amiss ; and, 
thinking my apprenticeship very tedious, I was 
continually wishing for some opportunity of shorten- 
ing it,, which- at length ojffered in, a manner unex- 
pected J 

. .■ .One of the pieces in our newspaper on some poli- 
tical point, which I have now forgotten, gave 
offense to the Assembly. He was taken up, ceo- 
„sur’d,.'and imprison’d for a month, by the speakers 
warrant, I suppose, because he would not discover 
,his • author. . , I too -was taken .up , and examin’d be- 
fore, the council-; -but, tho’ .-I did' not give .them 
^ any satisfaction, ' they-, content’d ■themselves, with,., 
-admonishing me, ■ and dismissed me, considering 
me, perhaps, as, -an .apprentice, w^'ho wm bound -to 
keep his master’s secrets. 

During my brother’s confinement, which I re- 
sented a good deal, notwithstanding our private 
differences, I had the management of the paper; 
and I made bold to give our rulers some rubs in it, 
which my brother took very kindly, while others 

^ I fancy hfs harsh and tyrannical treatment of me might be a 
means of impressing me with that aversion to arbitrary power that 
has stuck to me through my whole life, 
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began to consider me ■ in an unfavorable light, as a 
young genius that had a turn for libelling aQ,d satyr. 
My brother’^s , discharge was -. accompanyM with an 
order of the ' House (a very^odd. one), that James 
Franklin slmdd no longer print- the paper called the New 
England. Cour ant F .. 

There was a consultation held in our , printing- 
house among his friends, what he should do in this 
case. ' Some proposed to evade the order by chang- 
ing the name of the paper ; but" my brother, seeing 
inconveniences in that, it was finally concluded on 
as a better way, to let it be printed for the future 
under the name of Benjamin Franklin; and to 
avoid the censure of the Assembly,' that might fall 
on him as still printing it by his apprentice, the con- 
trivance was that my old indenture should be re- 
turnhi to me, with a full discharge on the back of 
it, to be shown on occasion, but to secure to him the 
benefit of my service, I was to sign new indentures 
for the remainder of the -term, which were tO; be 
kept private. , A very flimsy scheme- it w-as; - how- 
ever, -it was ^immediately executed, and the paper 
.-went - on .aecordingiy, under, my name,, for several 
months. ' 

At 'length, a fresh difference arising between my 
brother and. me, I took upon me to assert my free- 
dom, presuming that he would not venture to pro- 
duce the new indentures. It was- not fair in me to 
take this advantage, and this I therefore reckon one 
of the first errata of my life; but the unfairness of 
it weighed little with me, when under the impres- 
si-o.os of resentment for the 'blows his passion too,' 
'ofte,n:iiTged him to bestow'upon me, though he was 
otherwise, .not an ill-natur’d man : perhaps I was too 
■sa'oey'and '..provoking* ' 

When he found 1 would leave him, he took care 
to prevent my getting .employment' ,i,n any other 
priiitingdiouse of the town; by 'going round. and 
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speaking to every master, wlio accoranigiy u 
to give me work. Itlien tliooght of .going to^Me.w 
York, as the nearest place where there was a printer ; 
and I was rather incline to leave ; Boston ^^when' . I 
reflected that I had already made m,yself..a little ob- 
noxious to the governing party, and, from the arbi- 
trary proceedings of the Assembly in , my, brother s 
case, it was likely I might, if I stay'd, soon brio,g 
myself into scrapes'; and farther, that my indiscrete 
disputations about religion began to make me pointed 
at with horror by good people as an infidel or atheist, 
I determin’d on the point, but my father now siding 
with my brother, I was sensible that, if I attempted 
to go openly, means would be used to prevent me. 
My friend Collins, therefore, undertook to manage 
a. little for me. He agreed with the captain of a 
New York sloop for my passage, under the notion 
of. rnyheing a- young 'acquaintance, of Ms, that had 
got a naughty' girl with child, whose friends would 
compel me .to. marry, her, and therefore. I could .not 
'.appear or' ■Go.me away .publicly. , So. 'I sold .' Some. of , 
my books to raise -a little money, was taken "O'O board 
privately, and -as -we- had. a fair wind, in three days 
I found myself in New York, near 30^ miles from 
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lie may employ you.*® Philadelphia wa^’ a liimdred 
miles further; I set' out, , however, 'in "a ,|:5oat for 
, Amboy, leaving my chest and things to follow me 
round by sea. 

In crossing the bay, we. met' with, .a sqnalL' that' 
tore our rotten sails to pieces,:. prevented our,' getting 
Into, the Kill, '.and drove us upon Long Island. In 
our way, a drunken Dutchman, who' was a passen- 
ger too,-' fe,ll overboard 5 'when he was sinking,,! 
reached through the water to his shock pate, and 
drew him up, so that we got him in again. . '. His 
.ducking sobered, him a little, and he went tO' sleep, 
taking first.' out of his .pocket a book, which .he ...de- 
sir’d I would dry for him. It proved to be my old 
favorite author, . Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, - in 
Dutch, finely printed, on ' good, paper, with copper 
cuts, '..a d,ress better .than I .had ever' seen it . wear in 
Its oW'ii language. .. I have since: found, .that, it^:has 
been translated into most of the languages of Europe, 
and .S'uppose it 'li.as been, more- generally read than 
any other book, except perhaps the Bible. Honest 
John w^as the first that I know of who mix’d narra- 
tion .and "dialogue ; m method of writing very engag- 
. ing . to ".the reader,, who. in. the most 'interesting parts 
finds, himself, as it were,, brought into .the company 
and prese.!it at. the discourse. De Fo.e in: his. Gruso, 
his Moil . Flanders, Religious Courtship, Family.. In- 
structor, and other pieces, has . imitated it with., suc- 
cess ; and Richardson has done 'the same in Ms 
Pamela, etc. 

When we drew near the island,’ we found it w.as 
at , a place where the.re' could -be no 'landing, there 
being a great surfF on the stony beach. So we 
dropt anchor, and swung round towards the 
shore. Some people came down to the water edge 
and hallow’d to us, as we did to them ; but the wind 
was so high, and the surfF so loud, that we could not 
hear so as to understand each other. There were 
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caBoes ^oB'tfie shore, and we made signs, .and haL 
■■ low’d that they should fetch us 5^ but they either did 
' Bot understand us, or thought it impracticable, so 
they went away, and night coming .on, we „ had no 
remedy but to wait till the wind shGiild, abate 5 and, 
in the mean time, the boatman aod^ I concluded to 
sleep, if we could ; and so crowded into the scuttle, 
with the Dutchman, who was still wet, and the spray 
beating over the head of our boat, leak’d thro to us, 
so that we were soon almost as wet as he. In this 
manner we lay all night, with very little rest ; but, 
the wind abating the next day, we made a shift to 
.reach Amboy before night, having been thirty hours 
on the water, without victuals, or any drink but a 
bottle of filthy rum, and the water we sail’d on being 
salt, ■■ 

■ In the 'evening I found myself very feverish, and 
went into bed ; but, having read somewhere that cold 
water drank plentifully was good for a fever, I fol- 
low’d the prescription, sw'eat plentiful most of the 
night, my fever left me, and in the. morning, cross- 
ing the ferry, I proceeded on my journey on foot, 
having -fifty miles to ' Burlington, where I was 'told' 
I. should find. boats. -that would carry me the rest of 
the way to Philadelphiao 

It rained very hard all the day; I was thoroughly 
soak’d,: and .by - noon a good ■ deal tired so I stopt 
at .a poor inn, where l staid all, night, beginning now 
to wish that I had never left ho.me. I .cut. so .miser- 
able .a. .figure, 'too, that'I found, by the questions 'ask’d 
me, I was suspected to be some runaway servant, 
and in danger of being taken up on that suspicion. 
However, I proceeded the next day, and got in the 
evening to an inn, within eight or ten miles of 
Burlington, kept by one Dr Brown. He entered 
into conversation with me while I took some re- 
freshment, and, finding I had read a little, became 
very sociable and friendly. Our acquaintance con- 
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tiiiiM as long as he liv’d. He had beem^ I imagine, 
an itinerant .doctor, for' .there was mo town in 
England, or country in Europe, of ' which He 
coiild, not give, a very, particular account.. He 
had some letters, and was " ingenious, but .much o,f 
an uii.believe.,r, and wickedly undertook, some years 
after, to . travestie the Bible in doggrei ve.rse, as 
Cotton had done Virgil. By this means he set many 
of the facts in a very, ridiculous light, and. might 
have hurt weak minds if his work had been pub- 
lished ; ' but if; never was. 

At his house I lay that night, and the next morn-^ 
log reach’d Burlington, but had the mortification to , 
find that .the regular boats were gone a little be,fore 
my co.ming, and no other expected to go before 
Tuesday, tiiiS' being Saturday 5 wherefore i returned 
to an old woman in the town, of whom I had bought 
gingerbread' to eat . on the water, .and ask’d her 
advice.' ' She invited me to lodge at her house till a 
. passage. .by '..water should olFer:;. 'and being tired with 
my .foot travelling., I .accepted' the. invitation.. . . She- 
understanding I was; a .printer, 'would .have had me 
stay ' at . that town and folio-w my' business, being 
ignorant of the stock necessary to. begin with. She 
was. very hospitable., gave me - a dinner of ox-cheek 
with great good will, accepting only of a pot of ale 
in' return;' and I thought myself fixed till Tuesday 
should come. Hov/ever, walking in the evening by . 
the side of the river, a boat came by, which I found 
was going towards Philadelphia, with. several people 
in her. They took iB.e in, and, as there was no 
w.ind, we row’d all the way; and about midnight, 
not having , yet seen the city, some of the compa'oy 
were confident we must have passed it, and would 
row no farther 5 . the others knew not where we were; 
so we put toward the shore, got into a creek, landed 
near an old fence, with the rails of which we made 
a fire, the night being cold, in October, and there 
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we remained till daylight* Then -one of the com- 
pany knew jtjie place to be Coopeds Creeks a, 11 

■ above ^Philadelphia, which we saw as / soon as 

got out of the creek, and arriv'd there about ei 
or nine o'clock on the Sunday, morniog, and, landed 
at the Market-street wharf. ’ ; 

;■ I have been the more particular in this descripti 

■ of my journey, and shall be so of my first entry into 
that city, that you may in. your mind compare such 

" unlikely beginnings with the' figure I have since 
■' made there. I was in my working dress, my best ' 
clothes being to come round by sea. I was dirty 
from my journey ; my pockets were stuff'd out with 
shirts and stockings, and I knew no soul nor where 
to look for lodging.- I was fatigued with travelling, 
rowing, and want of rest, I was very hungry y and 
- my whole stock' of. cash consisted of a Dutch dollar,; 

, and about a .shilling- -.in'- copper. --The ..latter I ga-ve, 
the people of the ."-boat Tor. my passage, who at.'iir.st 
refus'd it, on account /-of '-my rovdng y.but T. insisted ■ 
on their taking - it.- ■ A- being sometimes , ' more 
generous when he..ha,s-but a little money than when 
he has plenty, perhaps thro’ fear; of being thought 
to have but little. 

Then I walked up-; the street, gazing abO'iit till 
near the market-house .'T met a boy with bread, I 
had made many -a meal' on bread, and, inquiring 
<.whereTe got it, I went immediately to the baker's 
he directed me to, in Second-street, and ask'd for 
bisicet, 'mtending such as we had in Boston; but 
phey, it seems, w^ere not made m Philadelphia. 
:,„Then I .asked for a three-penny .loaf, and ..was told 
they had none such. So not considering or know- 
ing the difference of money, and the greater cheap- 
ness nor the names of his bread, I bad him give 
me three-penny worth of any sort. He gave me, 
accordingly, ’three great puffy rolls. I was surpriz'd 
at the quantity, but took it, and, having no room m 
V SO ■ 
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my pockets^ walk’d; off with a rol.} under each arm, 
and eating the ■ other. ,■ Thus ■ I ..went up Market-^ 
street as far as,.'Foiirth‘Streetypassing by^ the door of 
Mr Readj my. futoxe' wife’s ■■ father ; . when, she^ 
standing at the.' d.oor^ saw.; .me, and. thought I made',., 
as I certainly : did, a .most awkward, ' ridiculous . .ap--' 
pearance. . .:The!i. I turned '-and went' down C.hesnu.t- 
street^and part of Walnut-street,, eating my roll all 
the. way, and, coming round, found myself again at 
M'arket-street wharf, near the boat. I came in,, to 
which I went for a draug.ht of the river water ; .and, 
being filled with one of my rolls, gave the other 
two to a woman and her child that came.'.dow.ii' 
the. river in the boat with us, and w.ere .waiting to 
go farther. 

■ Thus refreshed, I walked ..■■.a.gain up the street,, 
.which . by this ti.me had many clean-dressed people 
in. it,^. wdio were all walking the same. way. I joined 
.them, an.d... thereby w^as led into the great. mee.ting- 
house: of the Quakers .near, . the market. .1 sat '.down 
atn,ong them, and, after looking round awhile and 
hearing nothing said, being very drowsy thro’ labor 
and want of rest the preceding night, I fell fast 
asleep,.. and "Continued so till, the -.meeting .broke up,- 
W:hen^ooe. was kind enough' to-, rouse me. This, was, ' 
therefore, the "first .. house . I ■ was in, or slept, in, iE' 
Philadelphia... 

Walking down again toward the river, and, look*- ^ 
ing in the faces oi people, I- met a young. Qo.aker ' 
man, whose countenance I lik’d, and, accosting him., 
requested he would tell me where a stra,iiger co.uId . 
get. lodging. .We were then near the sign of the 
Three Mariners. Here,” says he, is one place 
that entertains strangers, but it is not a reputable 
house ; if thee wilt walk with me, Til show thee a 
better.” He brought me to the Crooked Billet in 
Water-street. Here I got a dinner ; and, while I 
was eating it, several sly questions were asked me, 
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■„ as it seemed to be suspected from, my youth aod 
' ' appearaucej'that I might be some runaway. 

■ After dinner, my sleepiness , return’d,, and being 
' shown to a bed, I lay down without undressing, and 
slept till six in the evening, was call’d to supper, 

.. .went to bed again very early, and slept soundly till 
next morning. ■ Then I made myself as tidy as I 
could, and went to Andrew Bradford the printer’s. 
I found in the shop the old man his father, whom I 
had seen at New York, and who, travelling on horse- 
back, had got to Philadelphia before me. He intro- 
duc’d me to his son, who receiv’d me civilly, gave 
: me a breakfast, but told me he did not at present 
want a hand, . being lately suppli’d with one ; but 
there was another printer in town, lately set op, one 
Keimer, who, perhaps, might employ me ; if not, I 
should be- welcome to lodge at his , house, and lie 
. would give- me a little work to do now and then till 
fuller business should offer, 

: The old 'gentleman said he would go with me to 
the new printer.; .and when we found him, Neigh- 
^ bor,” says Bradford, have brought to see you a 
^ young man of your business ; perhaps ■ you may 
■:,.w,ant,such a one.”. He ask’d me a few questions, . 

. put a, composing- stick -in my .hand to see how I 
work’d,, and ..then- said die would employ .me soon, 
though he had just- then nothing for me to do ; and,^: - 
taking- .old... Bra-dford,.'.. whom -.he had 'never seen ' 
before, to be one of 'the. town’s people'- that had 
good .will . for .him, enter’d into ■ a .co-nversatio'ii on 
his present undertaking and prospects ; while Brad- 
ford, not discovering that he was the other printer’s 
father, on Keimer’s saying he expected soon to get 
the greatest part of the business into his own kinds, 
drew him on by artful questions, and starting little 
doubts, to explain all Ms views, what interest he 
relfd on, and in what manner lie intended to pro- 
ceed. I, who stood by and heard all, saw imme- 
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diately ■ that one of them was a crafty old sophister, 
and the other a mere novice. Bradford left me with 
Keimer^ who was greatly sorprised when I told him 
who, the old man was. 

KeimePs printing-house, I found, consisted of an 
old shattered press, and one small, worn-out font of 
English, which he was then using himself, composing 
an Elegy on Aquila Rose, before mentioned, an in- 
genious young man, of excellent character, much 
respected in the town, clerk of the Assembly, and a 
pretty poet. Keimer made verses too, but very 
indifFerently. He could not be said to write them, 
for his manner was to compose them in the types 
directly out of his head. So there being no copy, 
but one pair of cases, and the Elegy likely to require 
all the letter, no one could help him. I endeavor'd 
to put his ■ press (which he had not yet us’d, and of 
which he understood nothing) into order fit to be 
work d with; and, promising to come and print off 
liis Elegy as soon as he should have got it ready, I 
return’d to Bradford’s,, who gave me a little j‘ob to 
do 'for the present, and there I lodged and dieted. 
A few, days' after, Keimer sent for me to print, off 
the Elegy. ' And now he had got' another pair of 
cases, and a pamphlet to reprint, on which he, set 
me , to work. 

These two printers I found poorly qualified for 
their business. Bradford had not been bred tO' it, 
and wa,s very illiterate; and Keimer, tho’ some- 
thing of a scholar, was a mere compositor, knowing 
,nothleg of press work. He had been one of the 
„Frp,cli prophets, and could act their enthusiastic 
:a,gitatloas. At this time he did not profess any par- 
ticular religion, but something of all on occasion ; 
was very ignorant of the world, ' and had, as I 
afterward found, a good deal 'of , the ' knave in Ms 
com position. He did ''not like my' lodging at 
Bradford’s while: I work’d, with him. He had a 
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house, indeed, but without furnitui'e, so He could 
not lodge me; but he got me a lodging at Mr 
Read’s, before mentioned, who was the owner of 

his house; and, my chest and clothes being come 
by this time, I made rather a more respectable 
appearance in the eyes of Miss Read than I had 
done when she first happen’d to see me eating 
my roll in the street. 

I began now to have , some acquaintance among the 
young people of the town, that were lovers of read- 
ing, with whom I spent my evenings very pleasantly 5 
and gaining money by my industry and frugality, I 
lived very agreeably, forgetting Boston as much ,as 
I could, and not desiring that any there should know, 
where I resided, except my friend Collins, who was 
in my secret, and' kept it when I wrote to him. ; At 
length, an incident happened that sent me back again 
much sooner than I' had- intended.' ^ 1 had . a brother- 
in-law, Robert Holmes, master of a sloop that..■traded'■ 
betweell Boston ■ and Delaware, ■ He being at New- 
castle, forty miles' below Philadelphia, heard, there, of 
me, and wrote me a letter mentioning the concern .of 
my friends in Boston at my 'abrupt, .departure, assiir-; 
lag me of their good will to me, and that every thing; ' 
would be .accommodated to my mind if I would return, ' 
to which he exhorted me very earnestly. I wrote an 
answer to his letter, thank’d him for his advice, but 
stated my reasons for quitting Boston fully and in 
such a light as to convince him I was not so wrong 
as he had apprehended. 

' Sir William Keith, governor of the province, was 
then at Newcastle, and Captain Holmes, happening 
to be in company with him when my letter came to 
hand, spoke to him of me, and show’d him the letter. 
The governor read it, and seem’d surpris’d when he 
was told of my age. He said I appear’d a young 
■man ' of''"pro‘mis'mg parts, and therefore should be 
encouraged | the printers at Philadelphia were 
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wretched oaes:; and^, if I would'' set ap .there^ lie 
•made no donb.t I should succeed 5 for .Ms' part, Tie ■ 
.would procure me the public business, and do me 
..every, .other serv.ice in his .power. 'This, .my "br.ot.her- 
ioTaw, afterwards told me in BO'Ston, but I knew .as 
.yet,. Eothiog of it ; when, one day, /Keimer ' and ,I 
being at work together near the window, we saw 
.the governor and another -gentleman (w,hich proved, 
to be Colonel French,, of Newcastle), finely dressed, 
come directly across the street to our house, and 
heard them at the door. 

Keimer ran down immediately, thinking it a .visit 
to him; but the governor inquir’d, for me, came, up,' 
and with a condescension and politeness I had been 
quite unus’d to, made me many compliments, desired, 
to be acquainted ,wdth me, blam’d, me kindly for not 
having made myself known to him when : I first came 
.■to..the ' place,., and would have me away with him. to 
the tavern, where he was going with .ColonerFrench 
to taste,, as he said, some excellent Madeira. . I was 
not, . a ..little .surprise.d, and : Keimer star’d like a pig 
poison’d* I went, however, with the' governor and 
Colonel Freneh to a tavern, at'' the ■■corner of Third-.' 
,stre€t,, and over the Madeira .he propos’d rny setting.' 
up ..my business,, laid before -me the probabilities of 
success,... and .'both he and Colonel French assur’d' me 
I should ha,ve their i, merest and .influence i.n. procuring 
the public business of both governments. 'On 'iny. 
doubting whether my father would assist me in it, 
.Sir William .said he would give me a letter to him, in 
which he would state the advantages', and he' did'iiot' 
doubt of prevailing with him. So it was concluded ' 
I should return to Boston in the first vessel, with the 
governor’s letter recommending me.' to my father. Ta 
the mean time the intention was .to be kept a secret, 
and I went on working with Keimer as usual, the 
governor sending for me now and" then to dine with 
him, a very great honor I thought it, and conversing 
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with me in the most affable, familiar, aod friendly 

manner imaginable. 

About the end of April, , 1 724, a little .vessel 
offered for Boston. ' I took leave of Keirner as goi,ng 
to see my friends. The governor gave me an ample 
letter, saying- many Battering things of me to my 
father, .and strongly recommending the project erf 
my setting up at Philadelphia as a thing that must 
make my fortune. We struck on a shoal in going 
down the bay, ■ and sprung a leak ; we had a 
blustering time at sea, and were obliged to pump 
almost continually, at which I took my turn. We 
arriv’d safe, however, at Boston in about a fortnight. 

I had been absent . seven months, and my friends 
had heard nothing of me $ for my br. Holmes was 
not yet return’d, and had not written about me. 
My unexpected appearance surpriz’d the flimily ; 
all were,, however, very glad to see' me, and made 
me welcome, except my brother. I went to' see 
him at his printing-house. I was better dress’d 
than ever while in -his service, having a genteel new 
suit from head , to foot, a watch, and my pockets 
lin’d with, near five .pounds sterling .in, silver. Pie 
receiv’d, me 'not very frankly, look’d me all over, 
and turn’d to his work again. 

..The journeymen were inquisitive where I had 
.been, what. sort of a. country it was, a,nd,Pow I lik’d 
it.:.. . I, prais’d it much, and the happy .life I led hi it, 
expressing strongly, my intention .of returning' to .it 5 
and, one, of them asking what kind,, of money we 
.had there, I produc’d a hand,ful, of silver,' and 
spread it before them, wdiicli was a kind of raree- 
show they had not been us’d to, paper being the 
money of Boston. Then I took an opporrunity of 
letting them see my watch 5 and, lastly (my brother 
still gram and sullen), I gave them a piece of eight 
to drink, and took my leave. This visit of mine 
offended him extreamly 5 for, when my mother some 
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time after spoke to him- of a reconciliation, and of 
her wishes^ to see us on good terms together, and 
that we might live for the future as brothers, he 
said I had insulted him in such a manner before his 
people that he could never forget or forgive it. In 
this, however, he was mistaken. 

My father received the governor’s letter with some 
apparent surprise, but said little of it to me for some 
days, when Capt. Holmes returning he showed it 
to him, ask d him if he knew Keith, and what kind 
of man he was ; adding his opinion that he must be 
of small discretion to think of setting a boy up in- 
business who wanted yet three years of being at 
man’s estate. Holmes said what he could in favor 
of the project, but my father was clear in the impro- 
priety of it, and at last gave a fiat denial to it. Then 
he wrote a civil letter to Sir William, thanking him 
for the patronage he had so kindly offered me, but 
declining to assist me as yet in setting up, I being,- 
in his opinion, too young to be trusted- with the 
management of a business so important, and- for 
which the preparation must be so expensive. 

My^frie and companion Collins, who was' a 
clerk in' the post-office, pleas’d with the account I 
gave, him' of my new, country, determined to go 
thither also ^ and, while .1 waited for my father’s ' 
determination, he set -out before me by land ■ to 
Rhode Island, leaving his books, which ,were a 
pretty collection of mathematicks and natural philo- 
sophy, to come with mine and me to New York, 
where, he propos’d to wait for me. 

My father, tho’ he did not approve Sir William’s 
proposition, wms yet pleas’d that I had been able 
to obtain so advantageous a character from a , person 
of such note where I had resided, and' that- I had 
been, so iiKlustri-oiis and careful as to ec|iiip iTiysel',f 
so, ha!id.so.iiiely .ill ,so short a, tinie 5 therefore, seeing ' , 
no prospect , of- , an accommodation '.'bet wee,n my 
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brother and me,' he. gave his.' consent to my retarning 
again to Philadelphia, advised me to beha¥e xespect- 
folly, to the people ''there,: endeavor, '.to, obtain.^the 
general esteem, and avoid lampooning and libeling, 
'■' to- which 'he thought I had' too much mGlinatioe ; 

telling me, that by steady Industry and ; a prudent, 

' parsimony I might save enough by the time I w.as 
: ooe-and-twenty ■ to ^ set me up; and that, if I ■ came 
near the matter, he would help , me out with the 
rest. This ' was- all I could obtain, except some 
small gifts as tokens of his and my mother's love^ 

' when I embark'd again for New York, now with 
their approbation and their blessing. 

The sloop putting in at Newport, Rhode' Island, 

I visited my brother John, who had been married 
.and settled there some 'years.' : He received me very 
affectionately, for he always lov’d : me. . ; A'vfriend; of 
his, one Vernon," having, some money due '-in' 

Pensilvania, about thirty-five ' pounds currency, de- 
sired I would receive it " for ' him, and , keep it till 
I had his directions what to remit :it in.' , Accord- 
ingly, he gave ■ -me . an"'' order. ■■ This , , afterwards, 
occasion’d me a good deal of . uneasiness. 

At Newport we took in'" a number of passengers " 
for New York,'.-, among' ' ■ .which were " two. ^ . young 
.women,-, companions', and a grave, sensible, matron- 
,.|ike', Quaker- woman, with her attendants. I had 
shown an obliging readiness to do her some little 
services, which .'...impress’d her I suppose < with a 
degree of good . will toward me ; ' therefore, when 
she saw a daily growing familiarity between me and 
the two young women, which they appear’d to 
encourage, she took me aside, and said, Young 
man, I am concern’d for thee, as thou has no friend 
with thee, and seems not to know much of the 
world, or of the snares youth is expos’d to ; depend 
upon it, those are very bad women; I can see it 
in all their, actions ; and if thee art not upon thy 
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gpard., they will draw thee into some danger | they : 

are strangers to thee, and, I advise thee, in a friendly 

eoncern: for., thy^' welfare, to have no acquaintance 

with : them;”. As I. seem’d at. first not to think., so ■: 

ill of them as she did, she mentioned some things 

she; had observ’d .and heard' that had escap’d, .my -t 

notice, but now convinc’d me she, was right. I 

thank’d her for her, kind advice, and jiromis’d to 

follow itr i When we arriv’d at New York, ' they 

told me where they liv’d, and invited me to come 

a,iid see them; but I avoided it, and it was well I 

did; for the next day the captain' miss’d a silver 

spoon and some other things, that had, been taken ! 

out of his cabbin, and, knowing that these were a ' ' 

couple of strumpets, he got a warrant to search their 

lodgings,,,, found the stolen goods, .,and had the 

thieves , punish’d. So, tho’ we had escap’d .a sunken . ^ 

rock, ' which ,w,e scrap’d upon, in, the passage, ,, I 

.thought, this escape, of rather more ■ importance to 

me; : . ■ ,, 

At New York I found my friend Collins, who 
had. arriv’d there, some ...time Before -me. ..^We^ had ■ ' ■ ^ 

.beea.'intimate .from cMldren, and -had read: the same' 
books together ; but he had the advantage of ■ more " 
time, '.'for' read!, ng and studying, and. a wooderfii! , 
genius- ".for .mathematical learning, in which ..he far . 
outsiript me. ■ While I liv’d in Boston, most of my 
hours of leisure for conversation -were spent with . 
hi,m, and he continu’d a sober as well as a,n indus- " i 
trious lad ; was much respected for his learning by ; 

several, of the clergy and other gentlemen, and ■ f 
seemed to promise making a good figure in life. 

But, during my absence, he had acquir’d .a habit of 5 

sotting with brandy ; and I found by his own 
account, and what I heard from others, that he had ;i 

been drunk every day since his arrival at New : 

York, and behav’d very oddly« He had gam’d, too, i 

and lost his money, so that I was oblig’d to dis- 
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charge his lodgings, and defray his expenses to and 
at Philadelphia, which prov’d extremely inconvenient 
to me. 

The then governor of New York, Burnet (son 
of Bishop Burnet), hearing from the captain that 
a young man, one of his passengers, had a great 
many books, desir’d he would bring me to see him. 
I waited upon him accordingly, and should have 
taken Collins with me but that he was not sober. 
The_gov’r. treated me with great civility, show’d 
me his library, which was a very large one, and we 
had a good deal of conversation about books and 
authors. This was the second governor who had 
done me the honor to take notice of me ; which, to 
a poor boy like me, was very pleasing. 

Me proceeded to Philaaelphia. I received on 
the way Vernon’s money, without which we could 
ha*diy have finish d our Journey. Collins %vished 
to be employ’d in some counting - house ; but, 
whether they discover’d his dramming by his breath, 
or by his behaviour, tho’ he had some recommenda- 
tions, he met with no success in any application 
and continu’d lodging and boarding 'at t'he same 
house with me, and at my expense. Knowino- I 
had that money of Vernon’s, he was continuSly 
borrowing of me, still promising repayment as soon 
as he should be m business. At length he had got 
so much of It that I was distress’d to think what I 
sh^ld do in case of being call’d on to remit it. 

_ His drinking continu’d, about which we some- 
times quarrell’d; for, when a little intoxicated, he 
was very fractious. Once, in a, boat on the Dela- 
ware with some other young men, he refused to row 
“ “I will be row’d home,” says he. 

We Will not row you,” says L » You must, or 
s ay all mght on the water,” says he, »just as you 
■P. others said, “ Let us row ; what 

signifies It?’’ But; • 


my mind being soured wdth h 
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other conduct I continue to So he swore 

he would make me row, or throw me overbolrd 
and coming along, stepping on the thwarts, toward 
me, when he came up and struck at me, I dapped 
m} hand under his crutch, and, rising, pitched^him 
head-foremost into the river. I knew he was a Jood 
swimnrer, and so was under little concern about 
him ; but before he could get round to lay hold of 
the boat, we had with a few strokes pull’d her out 
of his leach ; and ever when he drew near the 
boat, we askd if he would row, striking a few 
strokes to_ slide her away from him. He was ready 
to die with vexation, and obstinately would not 
promise to row. However, seeing him at last he 
pnning to tire, we lifted him in tnd brought Wm 
f ''f ® evening. We hafdiy ex- 

clDtafr who afterwards, and a West Indl 

captain, who had a commission to procure a tutor 

[Z of a gentleman at Barbadoes, happen- 

ing o meet with him, agreed to carry him thither 
He left me then, promising to' remit me the first 
should receive in order to discharge the 

de^ ; but I never heard of him after. ° 

oninf Vernon’s was 

one of the^first great errata of my life; and this 

affair show d that my father was not much out in 
his judgment when he suppos’d me too youno- to 
manage business of importance. But Sir Wilham 
on reading his letter, said he was too prudent’ 

Sdon dfd difference in persons; Ld dis- 

rt non did not always accompany years nor was 
yuiuh always without it. “ And since he wijj not 

it myself. Give 

me an inventory of the things necessary to be had 
f om England, and I will send for them. You 

lam resolv’d to 

sutucd. This was spoken with such an aptiear- 
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■■ ' ance of cordiality, ■ that I- had .not the least doubt of 

■ ■ his meaning: whp he said, ■. I had/ hitherto kept the 

proposition of my setting up/ a- secret in Phila- 
deipliia, and I ■ still kept ■ it. . Had it, been known 

■ that . I depended on- the governor, - probably some 
friend, that knew him better,, would have advised 

■ me not to rely -on him, as ,I afterwards.; heard, it, as 
his known character to ,be, liberal of promises- which 

. he- never meant to keep. .'Yet, ■onso.iicited as'lie 
was by me, how could I think his generous offers 
insincere? I believ’d him one of the best men in 
the world. 

I presented, him an inventory of a little- priiit’g- 
house, amounting ' by my compu,tatio-n to about one 
hundred pounds sterling. .He lik’d it, but ask’d 
. me if , my .being on the .spot in England to clause the 
types, and see' that every.; thing was good of the 
kind, might- not be of- some, advantage,. - ..^^Theii,.” - - 
says he, when ■-there, you may make acqu-aintaiiees, - 
and establish correspondences . in the bookselling - 
and stationery -way.”.-: I agreed -that .this .m.jght; be .. 
advantageous. ^ -Then,” -says he, . get yourself ' ' 
ready to go-.- with Annis 5 ” which was the" ' annual , ' 

,: ..ship,.: and, the. only, -one at that time usually passing ' - 
,b,etweeu- -.London., and Philadelphia. But It would 
be some months before Annis sail’d, so . I contimi’d 
working with ';./Keimer, fretting about the ■ money 
Collins had got from me, and in dally apprehensions 
of being call’d upon by Vernon, which, however, 
did not happen for some years after. 

I believe I have omitted mentioniog that, in my 
first voyage from Boston, being becalm’d off Block 
Island, our people set about catching cod, and hauled 
'up a great many. Hitherto I had stuck to my reso- 
lution, of not eating animal food, and on this occasion 
I consider’d, with my master Tryon, the taking 
every fish .-as a kind of unprovoked murder, since 
none of them had, or' ever could do us any injury 
, "■ / ; 42 
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that might justify the slaughter. All this seemed 
very reasonable. , But I had formerly been a great 
lover of fish, and, when this came hot out of the 
frymg-pan, it smelt admirably weli. I balanc’d 
some time between principle and inclination, till I 
jecohected that, when the fish were opened, I saw 
smaller • fish taken out of their stomachs ; then 
thought I, “ If you eat one another, I don’t see why 
we mayn’t eat you.” So I din’d upon cod very 
heartily, and continued to eat with other people 
returning only now and then occasionally to a vege- 
table diet. So convenient a thing is it to be a 
reasonable creature, since it enables one to find or 
make a reason for every thing one has a mind 
to ^ do. , 

Keimer and I liv’d on a pretty good familiar 
rooting, and agreed tolerably well, for he suspected 
nothing of my setting up. He retained a great deal 
ofi his old enAusiasms and lov’d argumentation. 
We therefore had many disputations. I used to 
work him so with my Socratic method, and had 
trepann d him so often by questions apparently so 
distant from any point we had in hand, and yet by 
degrees lead to the point, and brought him into 
chfhculties and contradictions, that at last he grew 
ridiculously cautious, and would hardly answer me 
the most common question, without asking first, 
irhat do you intend to infer from that?” However, 
it gave him so high an opinion of my abilities in the 
confuting way, that he seriously proposed my being 
his colleague in a project he had of setting up a new 
sect. He was to preach the doctrines, and I was to 
confound all opponents. When he came to explain 
with me upon the doctrines, I found several conun- 
drums which I objected to, unless I might have my 
way a little to, and introduce some of mine. 

Keimer wore his beard at full length, because 
somewhere in the Mosaic law it is said, “ Tiou shalt 
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not mar the corners of thy beardJ^ He likewise kept 
the ■ Seventh day, Sabbath ; and these two points 

■ were essentials with him. I dislik’d both ; but 
agreed to admit them upon condition of his adopting 
the doctrine of using no animal food. doubt/’ 

■ said he, /‘my constitution will not bear that/’ I 
assur’d him it would, and that he would be the 
better for it. He was usually a great glutton, and 
I promised myself some diversion in half starving 
him.. He agreed to try the practice, if I would 
keep him company. I did so, and we held it for 
three months. We had our victuals dress’d, and 
brought to us regularly by a woman in the neigh-- 
borhood, who had from me a list of forty dishes, 
CO be prepar’d for us at dilFereot times, in ail which 
there was neither fish, flesh, nor fowl, and the whim 
suited me. the better at this time from the clieapiiess 
of it, not -costing us above eighteeapence ster,Hiig 
each, per -week. I have since kept several Lents 
most strictly, leaving ,the common diet for that, and ' 
that for the common, abruptly, without the least in- 
convenience, -so that , I think there is little in the 
.advice of making those changes by easy gradations. 

- I went - on pleasantly, but poor Keimer suffered 
grievously,.' tired of the project,, long’d for the flesh- 
pots " of Egypt, and order’d a roast pig, ' He invited 
,irie,.,;and: two.', women, friends to dine with him but, -' 
it ■-.■being .brought too ■soon, upon table, he could 
not resist the temptation, and ate the whole before 
we -came. „ . 

I had made some courtship during this time to 
"Miss Read. I had a great ^ respect and affection for ' 
her, and had some reason to believe she had the 
same for mej but, as I was about to take a long 
voyage, ^ and we were both very young, only a little 
above eighteen, it was thought most prudent by her 
mother to prevent our going too far at present, as 
a marriage, if it was to take place, would be more 
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convenient after my retnrn, when I shonld be, as I 
expected, set up in my business. Perhaps, too, she 
thought my expectations not so well founded as I 
imagined them to be. 

My chief acquaintances at this time were Gharles 
Osborne, Joseph A¥atson, and James Ralph, all 
lovers of reading. The two first were clerics to an 

eminent scrivener or conveyancer in the ' town, 
Charles Brogden ; the other was clerk to a mer* 
chant- Watson was a'pious, sensible young man, of 
great integrity ; the others rather more lax in their 
principles of religion, particularly Ralph, who, as 
well as Collins, had been unsettled by me, for 
which they both made me suffer- Osborne was 
sensible, candid, frank; sincere and affectionate to 
Ms ftiends ; but, in literary matters, too fond of 
criticising. Ralph was ingenious, genteel in hiS' 
mariners, and extremely eloquent'.; I think I never 
knew a prettier talker. Both of them great admirers 
of poetry, and began to try their hands 'in little ' 
pieces, . Many pleasant walks we four.liad .together 
on ".Sundays into the woods, near Schuylkill, where 
we read to one -anotlier, and. conferr’d on what we 
read'. 

.Ralph, was inciiffd to pursue the study of poetry, 
not doubting but he might become- eminent in it, 
and make his fortune by it, alleging that the .best 
poets must, when they first began to write, make as'^ 
many ffaiilts as he hid. Osborne dissuaded -- him, 
assiir d him lie had no genius for poetry, and 
ad VIS d him to think of nothing beyond the business 
lie was bred to ; that, in the mercantile.. way, tho^ 
he had no stock, he might, by his. . diligence and 
punctuality, recommend himself to employment as a 
factor, and in tiine acquire wherewith to trade, on 
his own account. I approvM.'. .the. amusing oiie.^^s 
self with poetry ^ now a.nd then, so far, as to. improve- , 
one’s language, 'but 110', farther.'',, ;. 
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■ 'On tliis it was propose that we should each of uS;, 
at- our next meetings produce a piece of oor .own 
■■composing, in-order to improve . by oor ..iiiutiial 

■ observations, ■criticisms, ■ and corrections. As lan- 
guage and expression were wliat we had in. view, 

. we excluded all considerations of invention ■ by 

■ agreeing that the taslc should be a version of . the 

■ eighteenth.Psalm,^ which describes the descent . of a 
' Deity. ' When the. time of our meeting drew, nigh, 

■Ralph called on me first, and let me know his piece 
was ready. I told him I had been busy, and, 
having little inclination, had • done nothing. ■ He 
■then showed me his piece for my opinion, and I much 

■ approv’d it, as it appear’d to me to have great merit. 

■'■ ^^Now,” says he, ‘‘Osborne never will allow .the 

least merit, in any thing of mine, but makea. looo 
criticisms out of mere envy. ■ ■ He is not sojealous of 
. you 5' I •wish,- therefore, .you would . take ■ this piece,.. ■ 
-and ■ produ.ce it as. yours I will .-pretend not to have^- 
;. had time, and -so. .produce nothing. .We shall ' then 
.-see. what -he will say . to it.” .^ It was 'agreed, aiid-H'' 

: immediately transcrib’d it, .'that, it might appear in.: 
my own hand. 

We met 5 : Wa-tson’s performance -was read ; there 
were some beauties in it, but many defects. 
Osborne’s was read; it was much better; Ralph 
did it justice; remarked isome faults, but applauded 
the beauties. He himself had nothing to produce. 

I was backward .seemed desirous of being excused ; 
had not had sufficient time to correct, etc. ; but no 
excuse could be admitted; produce I must. It was 
read and repeated ; Watson and Osborne gave up 
the contest, and join’d in applauding it. Ralph o,iily 
made some criticisms, and propos’d some amend- 
ments;- but' I defended my text. Osborne was 
against, Ralph, and told him he was no better a 
critic than-. poet, so he dropt the argument. As 
they, two Went ■'•home together, Osborne expressed 


ff 




' HIS AUTOBIOGRA^^ 

himself still , more strongly'' in favor ' of - what he' 
thought' ' my ■ :prodiiction 5 having restrain’d himself 
before, 'aS:;' he said, . lest, I ^s■hould..: think it flattery, 

^ who would' have, imagin’d,’’ said he, that 
Franklio.' had, been ■ capable of such, a perforiiianee'; ■ 
. such painting, '"such force, such Are''!- He 'has. even 
improv’d the origiiiaL In his' common conversation 
., he seems, to have no choice of words ; he hesitates 
and blunders 5 and yet, good God !' how he writes ! ” 

. When we next met, Ralph discovered the trick we 
had plaid him, and Osborne was a little laught at. 
This transaction fixed Ralph in. his resolution of 
becoming , a poet. I did all I could to dissuade him 
from it, but he continued scribbling verses till Pope 
cured him. He became, however, a pretty good 
prose writer. More of him '■ hereafter. But, as 'I 
may. .not' have occasion again, to mention the other 
two, I shall just remark here, that Watson "died Jn 
my arms -a 'few years after,' much lamented, being 
the '...best of .our set, Osborne went to.- the West. 
IndieS:, ..where he became .an: 'eminent - lawyer and 
made money, but died young. He and I had made 
a. - serious,, agreement, .that .the^ one .who happen’d 
, first, to.die 'sfaould, if p,oss'ible, make a friendly visit 
to ...the other, .a,nd acquaint him' ho-W' he .found things 
.'in' that ' separate state, .But . he never- -fol fill’d his 
promise. ", ' - . 

The governor, seeming to like my company, had 
me frequently to his house, and his setting me up ' 
was - always mention’d as a fixed thing. ' I was to-' 
.take. with me letters recommendatory to a number 
of liis friends, besides the letter of credit to furnish 
me with the necessary money for purchasing' -the 
press and types, paper, etc. For these letters I was 
appointed to call at different times, when they were 
to be ready; b'ut a future time was still named. 
Tims he went on till the ship, whose departure too 
had been se'veral times postponed, was on the point 
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of sailing. Then, when I call’d to take my leave 
and receive the letters, his secretary, Dr Bard, came 
out to me and said the governor was extremely busy 
in writing, but would be down at Newcastle before 
the ship, and there the letters would be delivered 

■■tome. . 

Ralph, thodgh married, and havmg^one child, had 
determined to accompany me in this voyage^ It 
was thought he intended to establish correspond- 
ence, and obtain goods to sell on commission ; bot I 
found afterwards,- that, thro* some discontent with 
his wife’s relations, he purposed to leave her on 
" their hands, and never return again. Having taken 
leave of my friends, and interchang’d some promises 
with Miss Read, I left P>f|delphia in the ship, 
which' anchor’d at News.f'min' The , governor was 
there 5 but when I went r. secretary 

■ came to me from him wid‘< wo-u civillest message in 
the world, that he could -dipr^hen see me,, being 

.. engaged in business of thet]‘..nost importance, but 
should send the 'letters to board, wished m.e' 

heartily a good voyage and a ‘^speedy return, etc. .. I 
returned.. ■on, board, a little puzzled, but still not 
doubting.-. 

. " Mr Andrew.. Hamilton, a finnoixs lawyer of Phila- 

■ ■ delphia, . had ..taken passage in . the same . ship .for 
..■ himself, and', son, . and .with Mr Denham, a. Quaker 

merchant, and Messrs Onion and Russel, masters 
of an iron work in Maryland, had engag’d the 
great cabin ; so that Ralph and I were forced to 
take up with a berth in the steerage, and none on 
board knowing us, were considered as ordinary per- 
sons. But Mr Hamilton and his son (it was James, 
since governor) return’d from Newcastle to Phila- 
delphia, the father being recall’d by a great fee to 
plead for a seized ship ; and, just before we sail’d, 
Colonel French coming on board, and showing me 
great respect, I was more taken notice of, and, with 
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mj friead Ralph, invited by the other ■ gentlemeii to 
come into, the cabin, there being now room. Ac- 
•cordiiigiy, we removM thither. , . 

Understanding that Colonel French had brought 
on board the governors despatches, I ask’d the 
captain for those letters that were to be under my 
care. He said all were put into the bag together,, 
and he could not then come at themi but, before 
we landed in England, I should have an opportunity 
of picking them out; so I was satisfied for the 
present, and we proceeded on our vovage. We had 
a sociable company in the cabin, and lived uncom« 
moiily well, having the addition of all Mr Hamilton’s 
stores, who had laid in plentifully. In this passage 
Mr Denham contracted a friendship for me that 
continued during his life. The voyage was other- 
wise not a pleasant one, as we had a great deal of 
bad weather. 

^ When we came into the Channel, the captain kept 
his, word with me, and gave me an opportunity ' of 
e,xamiiimg , the bag for the governor’s letters. I 
found' none upon which my . name was put as under 
my care. ^ I picked out six or seven, that, by the 
handwriting, I thought, might' be the promised 
letters, especially as one of them was directed to. 
Basket, the:king’s printer, and another to some sta- 
tioner. We arriv’d in London the ,24th of Decem- 
ber, 1724. I waited upon the stationer, who came 
first in my way, delivering the letter' as fro.m Gover- 
nor Keith. I don’t know such a person,” says .he ; 
but, opening the letter, O ! this is from Riddies- 
.dem I have lately found him to be 'a compleat 
rascal, and I will have nothing to do with him, nor 
receive any letters from him.” So, putting the letter 
into my hand,. lie ,, turn’d, on his heel a'nd left me to 
serve some. customer. I wp surprized, to .find these 
were not the governor’s letters;; and, 'after recollect-, 
Ing and comparing, circomstances, I began to doubt,. 

D ' ■49,:''' 



iSliiS 
' ’ 1 


f ';r 


- 

■ , 


IPlM 


BENJAMIN FllANl 


' his ' ' siiicsrity. I fbuiici iny friend . Denham, and 
opened the whole affair to him. He let me Into 
Keith's character -5 .. told me there was not the least 
probabiJity that he had written any letters for me 5 

■ that -no one, who knew, him, had the smallest de» 
pendence on him 5 and he laught at the notion of the 

.'.governor's giving me a letter of credit, .having,, as 

■ he said, no credit .to give. On my expressing ..some 
concern about what I should do, he advised me to 
endeavor getting some employment in the .way of 
my business, Among the printers here,” said he, 

you will improve yourself, and when you : return 
.to America, you will set up to greater advantage.”. .' 

We both of us happen'd to know, as well as the 
'Stationer, that Riddlesden, the attorney., was a very 
: kna.ve. . ■ He had half', ruin'd Miss Read's father .by 
persuading. him. to.be bound for Mm.. ', .By. this letter 
it 'appear’d ..there was a secret: scheme' on.. foot to., die- 
prejudice of. Hamilton '.(suppos'd' to be'- then coming 
o.ver'with us).; and that Keith; was concerned -hi : it 
■with.''' Riddlesden. '^■Denham)| who .w^as a fric'iid of 
Hamilton's thought he oughf^ to be acquainted with 
it ; so, when he arriv'd in Eiigiand, which was soon 
after, partly from resentment a!^d ili-will to Keith 
.and''' Riddlesden,. -and .partly fr.o«\v good-will to him, 

I waited on him, and gave hiim the letter. He 
thank'd me cordially, the informa*^s|oa being of im- 
portance to him ; and from that tin.^e he became my 
friend, greatly to my advantage afteVwards on many 
occasions. 

But what shall we think of a governor's playing 
such pitiful tricks, and imposing so grosMy on a poor 
ignorant boy ! It was a habit he had acchuired. He 
wish'd^^to please everybody ; and, having; little to 
give, he gave expectations. He was otherwise an 
liige’mous, sensible man, a pretty good writer, and 
a good governor- for the people, tlio’ not’, for his 
constituents,, the proprietaries, whose iiistmctfons he 
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sometimes disregarded. Several of our best laws 
were of his planning and passed during Ms ad- 

ministration* 

Ralph and I were inseparable companions. We 
together in Little Britain at three 
shillings and sixpence a week. — as much as we could 
then afford. He found some relations, but they 
were poor, and_ unable to assist him. He now let 
me know his intentions of remaining in London, 
md that he never meant to return to Philadelphia. 
He had brought no money with him, the whole he 
could muster having been expended in paying his 
passage. I had fifteen pistoles; so he borrowed 
occasionally of me to subsist, while he was looking 
out for business. He first endeavored to get into 
the playhouse,^ believing himself qualify’d for an 
actor; but Wilkes, to whom he apply’d, advis’d 
him candidly not to think of that' employmenty as it 
was impossible he should succeed in it. Then he 
propos’d to Roberts, a publisher in Paternoster Row, 
to write for him a weekly paper like the Spectator’ 
on certain conditions, which Roberts did not ap- 
prove. Then he endeavored to get- employment as 
a hackney writer, to copy for the stationers and 
lawyers about the Temple, but could find no 
vacancy. 

I immediately got into work at Palmer’s, then a 
famous printing-house in Bartholomew Close, and 
here I continu’d near a year. I was prettv diligent, 
but spent with Ralph a good deal of my earnings in 
going to plays and other places of amusement. We 
had together consumed all my pistoles, and now just 
rubbed on from hand to mouth. He seem’d quite 
to forget his wife and child, and I, by degrees, my 
engagements with Miss Read, to whom I never 
wrote more than one letter, and that was to let her 
know I was not likely soon to return. This was 
another of the great errata of my life, which I should 
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wish to correct if I were to live it over, again.. In 
fact, by our expenses, I was constantly kept unable 

to pay my passage. 

- At Palmer’s I was employed in composing for 
the second edition of Wollaston’s Religion of 
Nature.” ■ Some of his reasonings not .appeariog to 
me well founded, I wrote a little metaphysical piece 
in which I made remarks on them. It was entitled 

A Dissertation on Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure 
and Pain.” I inscribed it to my friend Ralph ; I 
printed a small number. It occasion’d my being 
more consider’d by Mr Palmer as a young man 
of some ingenuity, tho’ he seriously expostulated 
with me upon the principles of my pamphlet, which 
to him appear’d abominable. My printing this 
pamphlet was ■ another : erratum. While I lodg’d 
in Little Britain, I made an acquaintance' with :o.ne 
Wilcox, a bookseller, whose shop was at the next 
door. ' He had an immense collection of second- 
hand books. Circulating libraries were not then in 
■use I' but we agreed that,, on certain reasonable 
.terms, which I have now forgotten, I might take, 

. read, and .return any of his books. This I esteem’d 
a ..great advantage, and I made- as much use of it as 
I could. '. ■ 

My.' pamphlet by- some means falling into the 
.hands ■ of one .Lyons., a .surgeon, qt^thor of' a .book 
entitled The - Infallibility ' of Hu,m3n ■ Judgment,” .-it 
■OGcasioned an acquaintance between us.. He took 
great notice .of 'me, called on.- me .ofte.Q. ' to converse 
on. those: subjects, carried' .me to. the Horns, a, pale 

alehouse in Lane, Cheapside, and introduced 

me to Dr Mandeviile, author of the Fable of the 
Bees,” who had a club there, of which he was the 
soul, being a most facetious, entertaining companion. 
Lyons, too, introduced me to Dr Pemberton, at 
Batson’s CoiFee-hoose, who promis’d to give me an 
opportunity, some time or other, of seeing Sir Isaac 
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Newton, of which I was extreamely desirous 5 but 
this never happened. 

I had brought over a few curiosities, among which 
the principal was a purse made of the asbestos, 
which purifies by fire. Sir Hans Sloane heard of 
it, came to see me, and invited me to his house in 
Bloomsbury Square, where he show’d me ail his 
curiosities, and persuaded me to let him add that to 
the number, for which he paid me handsomely. 

In our house there lodg’d a young woman, a mil- 
liner, who, I think, had a shop in the Cloisters. 
She had been genteelly bred, was sensible and 
lively, and of most pleasing conversation. Ralph 
read plays to her in the evenings, they grew inti- 
mate, she took another lodging, and he followed 
her. They liv’d together some time ; but, he being 
still out of business, and her income not sufficient 
to maintain them with her child, he took a resolu- 
tion of going from London, to try for a country 
school, which he thought himself well qualified to 
undertake, as he wrote an excellent hand, and was 
a master of arithmetic and accounts. This, how- 
ever, he deemed a business below him, and confi- 
dent of future better fortune, when he should be 
unwilling to have it known that he once was so 
meanly employed, he changed his name, and did 
me the honor to assume mine ; for I soon after had 
a letter from him, acquainting me that he was set- 
tled in a small village (in Berkshire, I think it was, 
where he taught reading and writing to ten or a 
dozen boys, at sixpence each per week), recom- 
mending Mrs T to my care, and desiring me 

to write to him, directing for Mr Franklin, school- 
master, at such a place. 

He continued to write frequently, sending me 
large specimens of an epic poem which he was then 
composing, and desiring my remarks and correc- 
tions. These I gave him from time to time, but 
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endeaFor’d rather to discourage his proceeding., 
Oae of Young’s Satires was then just published. ^ I 
copy’d and sent him a great part of it, which set io, 
a strong light the folly of pursuing the Muses with 
any hope of advancement by them. .Ail was in 
vain 5 ■ ' sheets of the poem continued to, come ^ by 
' every post. ■ In the mean time, Mrs T — — , having, 
on 'his account lost her -friends and business, wzs 
often in distresses, and us’d ■ to send for .me, and 
borrow what I could spare to help her out of them. 
I grew fond of her company, and, being at that time 
under' no religious restraint, and presuming mpoa 
my importance to. 'her, I attempted familiarities 
(another erratum) which she repuls’d with a proper 
resentment, and acquainted him with my beliaviour. 
This' made a breach • between us t and, .when, he 
returned ag.ain to London, he let me .know ..he 
thought I had cancell’d all the obligations he had 
been under to me. So I found I was never to ex- 
pect his repaying me what I lent to him, or advanc’d 
for him. This, however, was not then of much 
consequence, as he was totally unable ; and in the 
los of his., friendship. I fo.iind myself relieved from 
a ^ burthen. ■ I ' mow ...began- to think of . getting a. 
little money beforehand, and, expecting better 
worfc,.,.;I left .Palmer’s' to work., at Watts’s, .near '■ 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, a still greater printing-house. 
Here I continued 'all the rest of my stay in 
London. 

At my first admission into this prin ting-house I , 
took to working at press, imagining I felt a want of 
the bodily exercise I had been us’d to in America, 
where presswork is mix’d with composing. I drank 
only water 5' the other workmen, near fifty in num- 
ber, were great guzzlers of beer. On occasion, I 
carried up and down stairs a large form of types in 
each hand, when others carried but one in both 
hands. They wondered to see, from this and several 
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instanceSj Water-Atnerican, as they called 

me, was than themselves, who drank strong 

Deer. _We had an alehouse boy who attended 
always in the house to supply the workmen. My 
companion at the press drank every day a pint before 
breakfast, a pint at breakfast with his bread and 
cheese, a pmt between breakfast and dinner, a pint 
at dinner, a pint in the afternoon about six o’clock, 
and another when he had done his day’s work. I 
thought it a detestable custom; but it was neces- 
sary, he suppos’d, to drink strong ' h^er, that he 
Blight be strong to labor. I endeavored to coavince 
him that the bodily strength afforded by beer could 
only be in proportion to the grain or dour of the 
barley dissolved in the water of which it was made y 
that there was more flour in a pennyworth of bread » 
and' therefore, if he would eat- that with a pint of 
wateiV;,it , would .give him more ■ strength ' than a. 
.quart' ;of beer. ^ He drank on, -howeverj and had 
four. '01' '.five shiH^^ to pay out-of.his wages every 
Satiird^y night for th muddling liquor | an expense 
I was free: from. , And thus - these poor devils keep 
themselves , always under, .' ' , ^ 

.r.; , weeks, desiring to have" me 

■ the; com,p,Qsing-:roQm, I left the pressmen; a 
' bien veD.U;o:r'Sum for drink, being ■live shillings, was 
demande.'d Gf -me by .the compositors. ■ I thought it 
an imposition, as I had paid below ; the master 
.thought so too, a.nd forbad my paying it. I stood 
; out two or three weeks, was accordingly considered 
as an^ excommunicate, and had so .many little piece 
of, private mischief done me, -by mixing my sorts, 
transposing my pages, breaking -my ,m,atter,^ -- 
etc, if I were ever so little out of .the room, and 
ascribed to the cliappel ghost, which., they said 
haunted those not regularly admitted, 
standing the masteris protection, I 
obligM to comply and pay the money 
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the folly of being on ill terms with those one is to 

live with continually. 

'■ '^Iwas now on -a fair footiog^ with them, and soon 
acquir'd considerable indiience. ■ I propos^'d some 
reasonable alterations in their chappei ^ laws, and 
"carried them against all opposition, From my ex- 

■ ample, a great part of them left their muddliog 
breakftst of beer, and bread, and cheese, finding they 

■ could with me be snppFd from a neighboring house 
with a large porringer of hot water-gruel, sprinkled 
with pepper, crumb’d with biead, and a bit of butter 
in it, for the price of a pint of beer, viz., three 
■half-pence. This was a more comfortable as well 
as cheaper breakfast, and kept their heads clearer. 
Those who continued sotting with beer ail day, were 
often, by not. paying, out of credit at the alehouse, 
and us'd. to make interest with me to get beer ; their 
lighty as they phrased it, being out. I watch’d the 

■ pay-table on Saturday night, and collected what I 

■ stood engag’d for them, having to pay. sometimes 
.near thirty shillings a week. on their acco'unts^^ .This, 

■ and my ■ being ■ esteem’d a pretty goo.d riggite^ that 
IS,: a jocular verbal satirist,' supported ■ my conse- 
quence, in the ■society. --My constant attendance (I 
never making a St. .'Monday) recommended me to 
the master; and my uoco,mmo^n qukkness at com- 
posing .occas'ioned my being .put upon all .work' of 
..dispatch, ■: which was generally better paid,. .So I' 
went on now very agreeably. 

My lodging in Little Britain being too remote, I 

A ■printing-house is'aiways called a chapel hy the ,workme,n5. 
the o,rigiB, o-f which .appears to have hee.!i, that p,rin ting , was first 
carried on in England in an antient chapel converted into a print- 
ing-house, and the title has been preserved by tradition. The 
bien venu among the printers answers to the terms entrance and 
footing among mechanics; thus a journeyman, on entering a 
printing-house, was accustomed to pay one or more gallons of 
beer for the good of the chapel : this custom was failing into dis- 
use thirty years ‘Ego; it is very properif rejected entirek in the 
United States.”— W. T. F. 
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found another ia Duke-street, opposite to the Romish 
Chapel* It was two pair of stairs backwards, 
at ao Italian warehouse. 'A- widow lady kept the 
house''; she had a' daughter, and a maid seiwant, and 
a journeyman who attended the ' warehouse, but 
lodged, abroad. After sending to ■ inquire my char- 
acter at the house where I last lodg’d she agreed 
to take me in at the same rate, gs. 6d. per week ; 
cheaper, as she said, from the protection she, ex- 
pected in ■ haying a man lodge in the house. She 
was a widow, an elderly woman ; had been bred a 
Protestant, being a clergyman’s daughter, but was 
converted to' the Catholic religion by her husband, 
whose memory she much revered ; had lived much 
among people of distinction, and knew a thousand 
anecdotes of them as far back as the times of Charles 
the ■ Second. She, was . lame in . her .knees with the 
gout, and,' therefore, seldom stirred out of her room, 
so sometimes wanted company ^5- and hers was so 
highly amusing to me, that I was sure to spend an ' 
evening with her whenever she desired it. Our 
supper was only half an anchovy each, on a very 
little strip of bread and butter, and half a pint of ale 
between us ; but the entertainment was in her con- 
versation. My always keeping good hours, and 
giving little trouble' in the family, .made her unwill- 
ing to part with me ; so that, when I talk’d of a 
lodging I had heard of, nearer my business, for two' 
shillings a week, which, intent as I now was on 
saving money, made some difference, she bid me 
not think of it, for she would abate me two shil- 
lings a week for the future ; so I remained with her 
at one shilling and sixpence as long as I staid in 
London. 

In a garret pf her house there lived a maide,n lady 
of seventy, in the m,ost reti.red manner, of w,hom 
my landlady gave .me this account : 'that she was ,a , 
Roman Catholic, had been sent abroad when young, : 
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and lodgM ia a naanery with an intent of becoming 
a nun ; but, the country not agreeing with her, she 
returned to England, where, there being no nunnery, 
■■ she had vowM to lead. the life of- a nun, as near as 
. might d)e 'done - in ■ those, ■■circumstances. Accord- 
iiigly, she had given ail her estate to charitable uses., 

■ reserving only twelve pounds ^ a year to live ^oo, and 
■: out of this sD-m she still gave a great deal in charity, 

living herself on water-gruel only, and using no fire 
.' but to boil it. She 'had lived many years iri' that 
garret, being permitted to remain there gratis by 

■ successive Catholic tentants of the ho'iise below, as 
'■ they deemed it a blessing to have her there. . A priest 

visited her to confess her every day, I have ask^d 
her,” says my landlady, ^-'how she, as she liv’d, 
could possibly End so much employment for a con- 
; fessor,?'” Oh,” said she, it is impossible, to avoid 
■rvain . fhottghts,^^.- , I- was ,. permitted once to^ visit .her,' 
She ..was ,■ chearfuL.-.and, . polite, and. , convers’d' plea- 
santly. .The„-:.room, was clean, ' but diad-.: no ' other 
,. .furniture ;■ than a .matras,'" a ..table with ,. a ■ criici.lix^ 
and book, a stool which she gave me to sit on, and 
a picture over the chimney of Saint Veronica dis- 
playing her handkerchief, with the miraculous figure 
of Christ’s bleeding face on- i't, which she explained 
to me with great seriousness. She look’d pale, but 
was never sickj and I give it as another instance 
on how small an ^ income, life and health may be 
supported. • ^ 

At Watts’s printing-house I contracted an acquaint- 
aece with au ingenious young man, one Wygate, 
who, having wealthy relations, had been better 
educated than most printers ; was a tolerable Latin- 
ist, spoke French, and lov’d reading, I taught him 
and a Friend of his to swim at twice going into the 
river, -and they soon became good swimmers. They 
introduc’d me to some gentlemen from the country, 
who went 'to -Chelsea by water to see the College 
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and' Don Saltero^s cnrlo'Sities. In onr return, at the 
request; ^of; tlie ; ..companjj;- ■ whose curiosity , W ygate. 
had ..excitedv I stripped, ^and.- leaped' into.' the river, 
aad:' swamvfrc>m^ to Blackfryar’s,: per- 

forniiog:, on "the way. many featS:-:' of activity, both 
opon arid under ' water, that surpris’d and pleas’d 
those., to whom they, were- 'novelties.. 

„I had; fro.m a child faeen.C'ver delighted with this 
exercise, had ' studied and ■ practis’d ail Thevenot’s 
motions and positions, added some of my own, aim- 
ing at the. graceful and easy as well as the useful. 
All these I took this occasion of exhibiting to the 
company^ '.and' was' much .flatter’d by' their admira- 
tion 5 , and Wygate, who was desirous of becoming 
a pinaster,. 'grew more and more attach’d to me on 
that "account, as well as 'from the .similarity .o.f" our 
studies. He at length, proposed to me travelling . all 
over 'Europe' together, supporting ourselves .every-; 
; where dby.,; working at ,,our business.. ' I' was once,, 
i.'riclined;'' to it y. but, .mentioning- it to 'my .good .friend 
Mr.-:Deiiham, w often spent an hour 

.wlien-I ,liad...:leisure, ' he dissuaded - me' from it, advis- 
ing me to think only of returning to Penns.il vania,. 

. ' which ' - was to do. 

.X',I;:must..record ,,on trait of this good-.,man’s...char-' 
acte,r. ■ "'"He 'had 'formerly .been in -business at Bristol, 
but failed in debt to a number of people, compo-unded 
and went to America. There, by a , close applica- 
tion to business as a merchant, he acquir’d a plen- 
tiful- fortune in a few years. . Returning to E'oglaod 
.in the ship with me, he invited his old creditors to 
an entertainment, at which he thank’d them fo.r the 
easy composition they had favo'red him-. w.ith, 'End, 
when they expected nothing 'but the, 'treaty every 
m.aa at the first remove found under Ms plate an 
order on a banker for the full amount of the unpaid 
remainder wnth interest. 

He now told me he was about to return to Phiia- 
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, delpliia/ and should carry over a great .quantity of 
.goods in order to. open a store there* .He proposed, 
to take me over as his clerk, to keep his .books, in 
which' he would instruct me, copy Ms letters, and' 
attend, the store. He added, that, as soon, as 1 
should be acquainted, with m.ercantile b.usioess, he 
would promote me by sending me with a cargo of 
flour and bread, etc., to the West Indies, and procure 
me commissions from others which would be profit- 
able 5 . and, if I ma.nag’d ■ well, would establish me 
handsomely. The thing pleas’d me; for I was 
grown tired of London, remembered with pleasure 
the happy months I had spent in Pennsylvania, and 
wish’d again to see it; therefore I immediately 
agreed on the terms of fifty pounds a year, Penn- 
sylvania money; less, indeed, than my present 
gettings as a compositor, but affording a better 
prospect. 

I now took leave ' of printing, as I thought, for 
ever, and was daily employed ■ in my new business, 
going about with Mr Denham among the tradesmen 
to purchase various articles,, and seeing them pack’d 
up, doing errands, calling upon workmen tO' dis- 
.patch,,.etc..;'..and, .when .all was on .boa.rd.,, I. had a. 
few days’ leisure. ■■ .On one of these days, I was, to 
my surprise,, s.ent for by a great man I knew only 
. by name, a Sir. William Wyndham, and I waited upon 
him. Pie had -heard .■ by some means or other of my 
swimming from Chelsea- to 'Bkckfriar’s, and of my 
.teaching ,Wy gate and another young man to swim 
•in. a, few hours.- ■ He. had. two,, sons, about to set out 
on their travels ; he wish’d to have them first taught 
swimming, and proposed to gratify me handsomely 
if I would teach them. ;They were not yet come 
to town, and my stay was uncertain, so I could not 
undertake it ;; but, from this incident, I thought it 
likely that, if I were to remain in, Engl and and open 
a swimming-school, I might get a good deal of 
, 6o 
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money 5 and it struck me so strongly^- , that, had the 
oFertiire been sooner made me, probably I should 
not so soon have veturned to America. ^ After ■ many 
years,, you and I had ^ something ■ of more importance 
to do with one of these sons ■ of Sir - William Wynd- 
ham, become Earl of Egremont, which I shall men- 
tion in its' place. , ' ' ■ 

Thus I spent about eighteen months, in London ; 
most part of the time I work’d hard at my business, 
and spent but little upon myself -except in seeing 
plays and in books. My friend Ralph had kept 
me poor ; he owed me about twenty-seven ■ pounds, 
which I was now never likely to receive ; a great 
sum out of my small earnings! I lov’d him, not- 
withstanding, for he had many amiable qualities. I 
had by no means improv’d my fortune ; but I had 
picked up some very ingenious- acquaintance, whose 
conversation was of great advantage to me;' and I 
.had 'read considerably.' 

, We sail’d -from- Gravesend on the 2'3rd of July,^ 
1,72-6.", For the indden-ts of the voyage, I refer you 
to,\,my''. Journal, where you will End-., them all minutely 
related., ^ ■ Perhaps the most important part of that 
journar.' is' the fhn'^ to be'- --found in it, which I 
formed at - sea, for regulating my 'future conduct .in 
life. ' It iS' the more remarkable, as being formed 
when I was so young, and yet being pretty iaith- 
fuli'y adhered to quite thro’ to old age, ' 

We landed in Philadelphia on the lltli of Oct- 
ber, where I found sundry alterations. Keith was no 
longer governor, being superseded by Major Gordon. 

.1 met him walking the streets as a com.moii citizen. 
He seem’d a little asham’d at seeing me, but pass’d 
without saying any thing. I should have' been as 
much asham’d at , see.ing Miss Read, had- -not her 
friends, despairing with reason of my -return after 

^ The Journal ” was .printed 'by Sparks,, from, a copy made at 
Reading in 1787. But it does not contain the P/s«'. — £d, - 
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the receipt of '.my letter/ persuaded .her to marry 
another,, .one .Rogers, a. potter, ,,, which was in 
my absence. With ., him, . however, .she was never 
happy, and soon parted from him,Tefiising to cohabit 
with him or - bear 'his -name, it being- now said that 

■ ' he.. -had --another -wife. He .'was a worthless fellow, 
thoh an excellent workman, which was the tempta- 
tion to her frie.nds. ■ He got into debt, ran away in 
-1727 or 1728, went to the West Indies, and died 
there. ■ ■ Keimer had got a better house, a shop, well 
supply’d with stationery, plenty of new types, 
number of hands, tho’ none good, and seemed to 
have a- great deal of business. 

Mr Denham took a store in Water-street, where 
, we openM our ^ goods ; I attended the business d.ilir 
.gently, studied accounts, and grew, in a little -time, 
.expert at selli'ng. .'We lodg’d and boarded togedier ; 
he counselFd me as a father, having a -sineere' regard 
for me. .'..' I respected and. loved'-" him, and we might 
have.,.: gone o'n together very . happy but, ' in the 
: beginning of Februa.ry, i72y, when I had j'ust pass’d 
my twenty-iirst year, we both were taken ill. My 
distemper was a pleurisy, which very nearly carried 
me off. I suffered a good deal, gave up the point 
in my mind, and was rather disappointed when I 
found myself recovering, regretting, in some degree, 
that I must now, some time or other, have all that 
disagreeable work to do over again. I forget what 
his distemper was ; it held him a long time, and at 
length carried him off. He left me a small legacy 
in a nuncupative will, as a token of his kindness^ for 
me, and he left me once more to the wide world 5 
for' the store was taken into the care of his executors, 
and my employment under him ended. 

■ My brother-in-law, Holmes,' being now at Phila- 
delphia, advised 'my return to my business; and 
Keimer tempted me, with an offer of large wage.s by 
the year, to .come and take the maaagtWiit of his 
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printing-hoiisej "that ; he might ■ better attend "his 
stationer’s;.,, shop. I had. heard a bad- character -of 
him in\Loiidoii, from' his wife and her friends, and' 
.. was not fond of having-, any more to .do with Mm. . I 
trfd for farther employment as a merchant’s clerk ; 
biitj ' not readily meeting with any, I clos’d again 
with Keimer. I found in his house these hands : 
Hugh Meredith, a Wels'h PensilvaniaU, thirty years 
of age, bred to country work ; honest, sensible, had 
a great deal of solid observation, was something of a 
reader, but given to drink. Stephen Potts, a young 
countryman of full age, bred to the same, of un- 
common^ natural parts, and great wit. and humour, 
but a little idle. These he had agreed with at 
extream low wages per week, to be rais’d a shilling 
every three months, as they would deserve by 
improving in, their business ; and the expectation' 
ofthese' high -wages, to come on hereafter, was what 
' he had drawn them in with. Meredith was to work 
at press, Potts at book-binding, which he, by agree- 
- , menr,, was, to teach them,, though he knew neither 
, one nor t’other. John - — a wild Irishman, brought 
up to no business, whose , service, for four years, 
Keimer had purchased from the captain of a ship j 
■'he,.' too-', was 'to :be made a pressman. George Webb, 
an'-0.x.ford. scholar,, whose time for four .years hC' had ' 
likewise - 'bought, intending him for a 'Compositor, of ^ ' 

, whom more presently ; and David Harry,' a country : 
boy, whom he had taken apprentice. 

I soon perceiv’d that the intention of engaging me 
at wages, so much higher than he had bee.n us’d' to 
.give, . was, to have these raw, cheap, hands form’d 
th.ro’ me,. 5.,, and, as soon as I had instructed them, . .then 
they being, all articled to him, he should be able to 
do without me. I went on, however, "very cheer- - 
fully, ^ put his printing-house in order, which had ' 
been in great confusion, and brought his hands by 
degrees to mind their business and to do k better. 


' BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

It waS' an odd thing to find an Oxford scholar in 
the situation of a bought servant# He was not iBoie 
■ than eighteen years of age, and gare me.this account 
of himself 5 that he was, born in Gloucester, educated 
at a grammar-school there, had been .distinguished 
among the scholars for some apparent superiority in 
performing his part, when they exhibited plays; 
belonged to the Witty Club there, and had written 
some pieces in prose and verse, which were printed 
in the Gloucester newspapers ; the.Ece he was sent 
to Oxford ; where he continued about a year, but 
not well satisfied, wishing of all things to see London, 
and become a player. At length, receiving his 
quarterly allowance of fifteen guineas, instead of 
discharging his debts he walk’d out of town, hid his 
gown in a furze bush, . and footed it to London, 
where, having no friends to advise him, he fell into 
bad company, soon spent his guineas, found no 
means of being introduc’d among the players, grew 
necessitous, pawn’d his .cloaths, and wanted bread. 
Walking : the’ street very hungry, and not knowing 
what to' do with himself, a. crimp’s bill was put into 
his hand, offering immediate entertainment and en- 
couragement to such aS" would bind the,m,seives to 
.serve .in America. He went directly, sign’d the 
indentures, was . put- into the ship, and came over, 
never writing a line to acquaint his . .friends what w.as 
become of him... -He wasdively, witty, good-natur’d, ■ 
and a pleasant companion, but idle,, thoughtless, and - 
imprudent to the last degree. 

John, the Irishman, soon ran away ; with the rest 
.1 began to live very, agreeably,, for they all respected 
me the more, as they found Keimer incapable of in- 
structing them, and that from me they learned some- 
thing daily. We never worked on Saturday, that 
being Keimer’s Sabbath, so I had two days for reading. 
My acquaintance with ingenious people in the town 
increased. Keimer ■ himself treated me with great 
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civility and apparent regard, and nothing now made 
me uneasy but my debt to Vernon, which I, was yet 
unable to pay, being hitherto but a poor oeconomist. 
He, however, kindly made no demand of it. ' 

Our printing-house often wanted sorts, and there 
was no letter-founder in America ; I had seen types 
cast at James’s in London, but without much atten- 
tion to the manner ; however, I now contrived a 
mould, made use of the letters we had as puncheons, 
struck the matrices in lead, and thus supply’d in a 
pretty tolerable way all deficiencies. I also engrav’d 
several things on occasion j I made the ink ; I was 
warehouseman, and everything, and, in short, quite 
a fac-totum. 

But, however serviceable I might be, I found that; 
my services became every day of less importance, as ■ 
the other hands improv’d in the business 5 and, when 
Keimer paid my second quarter’s wages, he let me 
know that he felt them too heavy, and thought I 
should make an abatement. He grew by degrees 
less mivil, ' put on more of the master, frequently 
found fault, was captious, and seem’d ready for an 
outbreaking. I went on, nevertheless, with a good 
deal of patience, thinking that his encumber’d cir- 
cumstances were partly the cause. . At length a trifle 
snapt our connections 5 for, a great noise- happening 
near the coort-house, I put my head out of the 
window to see what was the matter. Keimer, being 
in the street, look’d up and saw me, call’d out to me 
in a loud voice and angry tone to mind my business, 
adding some reproachful words, that nettled me the 
more for their publicity, all the neighbors' who 
were... looking out on the same occasion being wit- 
nesses .how I was treated. He came up immediately 
into- the' 'printing-house, continu’d the quarrel, high 
w>^ords, pass’d on. both sides, he gave me the'qua.rter’s 
warning we , had sfipulated, expressing a wish that 
he had : not been oblig’d- to so long a waVniiig... I toM 
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him his wish was onoecessaryj for I would leave him 
. that instant and so^ taking my hat^, walkM .out of 
doors, -desiring Meredith, whom , I saw below, ' to 
take care of some things I left,, and bring them to 

my lodgings. 

" .Meredith came accordingly in the evening, when 
we '-talked my aifair over. He had conceiv’d a 
great regard for me, and was very unwilling that I 
should leave the house while he remain’d in it. .He 
dissuaded me from, returning to my native country, 
which I began to think of 5 lie- reminded me that 
Keimer was in debt for all lie possess’d; that his' 
'.creditors. began to be uneasy; ^that he kept his shop 
miserably, sold often without profit for ready money, 
and often trusted without keeping accounts ; that lie 
must therefore fail, which would make a vacancy I 
might profit of I objected my want of money. He 
then let me know that his father had a high opinion 
of me, and,, from some discourse that had pass’d 
between them, he was sure would adi’ance money 
to set us up, if I would enter into partnership with 
Mm. '<^My time,” says he, will be out with 
Keimer in the spring ; by that time we may have our 
press and types in from London. I am sensible I 
am^no workman; if you like it, your skill in the 
business' shall be set against the stock I furnish, and 
we will share the profits equally.” 

The proposal was agreeable, and I consented ; his 
father was in town and approv’d of it ; the more 
as he ^ saw I had .great influence with his son, had 
prevail’d on him to abstain long from dram-drinking, 
and^ he hop’d might break him olF that wretched 
habit entirely, when we came to be so closely con- 
nected,^' I gave an inventory to the father, who 
carry’d It to a merchant ; the things were sent for, 
the secret was to be kept till they should arrive, 
and in the, mean time I was to "get work, if I 
could, at the other printing-house. But I found no 
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f .. vacancy there, and, .so remain’d idle a .few days,' 
when Keimer, on a prospect of' being', employ’d to 
print some; paper money in New Jersey, which would 
' require,,. cuts and' various types that 'I only could 
supply, and apprehending Bradford might engage 
I'., me and get the job from him, 'sent me a very civil 
message, that old friends should not part for a few 
^ words, the effect of sudden passion, and wishing me 
to return. Meredith persuaded me to comply, as it 
would give more opportunity for his improvenient 
under my daily instructions 5 so I return’d, 'and, we 
■went' on more smoothly than for some time 'before. 
The New- Jersey jobb was obtain’d, I contriv’d a 
copperplate' press for it, the first that had been seen 
in. the country i I cut several ornaments and checks, 
for ' the bills. We went together to Burlington., 
where I . executed the whole to ' satisfaction 5 and 
he received so large a sum for the work as - to . be 
enabled thereby to keep his head much longer above 
water. ,.' 

, ,A't ■Burlington I made an acquaintance , with m'any 
. ; 'principal, people .of the province. SeveraTof them 
; . had;' been, appointed by the Ass,embly.' a- ,committee 
: to , attend the .press, and' '■',take care 'that -no more 
. bill's ■ Wi'ere . printed ' than the law directed* They 
.we.re' therefore, by turns,' constantly with' us, and 
, generally he who attended, ' .brought with him a 
friend dr two for com.paiiy. My mind having been 
., much more improv’d by reading than..Keimer’s, I 
suppose it was for ' that reason my conversation 
seem’d to be more valu’d. They had me to their 
houses, introduced me to their friends, and sliow’d. 
me much civility; while he, tho’;' the, -master, was 
a little neglected. In truth, he .. odd • fish ; 

ignorant of; common life,,, fond of^rud-ely opposing 
receiv’d opinions, slovenly to ' extream dirtiness, 
enthusiastic in some points of religion, and a little 
knavish witiiaL 
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■ ,We continu'd there near three months; and by 
that time I could reckon among my acquired 
friends, Judge Alien, Samuel , Biistill, the secretary 
■ of the Province, Isaac Pearson, Joseph Cooper, and 
several of the Smiths, members of Assembly, and 
Isaac Decow, the surveyor-general The latter was 
a shrewd, sagacious old man, who told me that he 
began for himself, when young, by wheeling clay 
for the brickmakers, learned to write after he was 
of age, earn'd the chain for surveyors, who taught 
him surveying, and he had now by his industry, 
acquir'd a good estate ; and says he, I foresee 
that you will soon work this man out of his busi- 
ness, and make a fortune in it at PhiJadelphia." He 
had not then the least intimation of my intention to 
set up there or anywhere. These' friends were 
afterwards of great use to me, as I occasionally 'was 
to some of them. . They all continued their regard 
for me as long as they lived. 

Before I ■ enter upon- my public appearance in 
business, it may be well to let you know- the then 
state of my mind with regard to my principles and 
morals, that you may see - how far those influenc'd 
the future events- of my life. My parents had early - 
given me - religious . impressions, and brought, me 
through my ..-childhood pio,u..sly in the 'Dissenting 
way. . But I was- scarce fifteen, whe,n,, after doubting 
by turns of several-' points, as I found them disputed 
in the ■ different books P read, - J . began to doubt 
.of -Revelation--' itself. Som,e books against Deism-, 
fell into- my- hands'; they were said to be the sub- 
stance ..of sermons'.' preached ^ at , Boyle's Lectures.. 
It .happened ' that they . wrought - an effect on me 
quite contrary to what was intended by them; for 
the arguments of the Deists, which were quoted to 
be refuted, appeared to me much stronger than the 
refutations; in short, I soon became '"’a thoroiigli 
Deist. My arguments perverted some others, 
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partkularly Co!lms and Ralph; but, each of them 
having afterwards wrongM me greatly without the 
least compunction, and recollecting Keith’s conduct 
towards me (who was another freethinker), , and my 
OWE towards Vernon and Miss Read, which at 
times gave me great trouble, I began to suspect that 
this doctrine, tho’ it might be true, was not very 
iisefuh My London pamphlet, which had for its 
motto these lines of Dryden : 

«« Whatever is, is right. Though purblind man 
Sees hot a part o’ the chain, the nearest link : 

His eyes not carrying to the equal beam, 

That poises all above ; ” 

and from the attributes of God, his infinite wisdom, 
goodness and power, concluded that nothing could 
possibly be wrong in the world, and that vice and 
virtue were empty distinctions, no such things exist- 
ing, appear’d now not so clever a performance as I 
once thought it ; and I doubted whether some error 
had not insinuated itself unperceiv’d into my argu- 
ment, so as to infect all that follow’d, as is common 
in metaphysical reasonings. 

I grew convinc’d that truth ^ sincerity integrity 
in dealings between man and man were of the 
utmost importance to the felicity of life ; and I 
form’d written resolutions,' which still remain in my 
journal book, to practice them ever while I lived. 
Revelation had indeed no weight with me, as such'; 
but I entertain’d an opinion that, though certain 
actions might not be bad because they were for- 
bidden by it, or good because it commanded them, 
yet probably these actions might be forbidden 
becmse they were bad for us, or commanded 
■because^ they were beneficial to ■ us, in their own 
natures, ail, the circiimstaoces of things considered. 
And this, persuasion, with the kind hand of Provi- 
dence, or some guardian angel, or accidental favor- ' 
able circumstaiices. and 'situations, or all ' together,' , 
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■/preserved me, thro' this dangeroas time of youth, 
■■■'and 'the 'hazardous situations I was sometimes, in 
■^■. among strangers',' remote from '.the- eye and advice 
of my father, without any willful gross immorality 

■ or ■ injustice, -that might -have been expected from 
■■ my want of religion. I say willful, because the in- 
stances I have mentioned had something ■ of necessity 
in - them, from mj youth, inexperience, and. the 
knavery of others. I ■ had therefore a tolerable 
■character to begin the ■ world with ; I valued it 
properly, ■ and determin’d to preserve it. 

We had not been long return’d to Philadelphia 
before the new types arriv’d from London. We 
settled with Keimer, and left him by his consent 
befoi'e he heard of it. , We found a house to hire 
near .the market, and took it. To .lessen the rent, 
which' was then but twenty-four pounds .a year, 

■ tho' I "have since ■ known it to ■ let for seventy, .:we ' 
/took . in Thomas Godfrey, a glazier, and diis family, 
who 'were to pay a considerable part of it to us, and 

", we to board with them. :■ We had scarce opeiie'd O'ur"., 
/letters .and -put -our press in order, before 'George. 
'■..House, .an acquaintance of mine, bro'oght a country-' 
man toms, whom he had met in the street inquiring 
for a pn.nter, . All , our . cash was .now ■■ expended in ■ 
the . variety of particulars we had been obliged to 
procure, ;and this countryman’s live shillings, being 
our first-fruits, and coming so seasonably, gave me 
more pleasure than any crown I have since earned ; 
and the gratitude I felt toward House has made me 
often more ready than perhaps I should otherwise 
have been to assist young beginners. 

There are croakers in every country, always bod- 
ing its ruin. Such a one then lived in Philad'elphia ; 
a person- of note, an elderly man, with a wise look 
and a fery grave manner of speaking; liis name 
was Samuel Mickle. This geiirlemaii, a stranger 
to me, Btopt 'one day at my door, and asked me 
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if I was , the young' man .who. had lately opened a 
new priiitiiig-hoiise. Being answered' in the affirm-, 
ative^ he said he was sorry for me, because it was 
an expensive undertaking,, and the expense ' would 
be lost; for Philadelphia was . a- sinking place, the 
people already half-bankrupts,. ■ or near ' being so ; 
all appearances to the contrary, such as new build- 
ings and the rise of rents, being to ■ his certain 
knowledge fallacious ; . for they were, in fact, 
among, the things that would soon ruin us- And 
he gave me such a detail of misfortunes now 
existing, or that were soon to exist, that . he left 
me half melancholy. Had I known him before I 
engaged in, this business, probably I never should 
have done it. This man continued tO' live in 
this'^ decaying place, and to declaim ' in the same 
strain, refusing for many years to buy a house 
there, because all was going to destruction ; and 
at last I had the pleasure of seeing him give five 
times ' as much for one as he might have bought 
it for when he first began' his croaking. 

I should have mentioned' before, that, in the 
autumn of the preceding year,- 1 ' had form’d most 
;,of,.:my' mgenious, acquaintance into,' a club of 
mutual; improvement, which we 'called the Junto'; 
we' .met ' on .Friday , evenings. ■ The ’ rules that I 
drew up required that every member, in his 
turn, should produce one or more queries' on 
any point of Morals,. Politics, or 'Natural Pliilo- 
ppliy, to be discuss’d by the company; and,' once 
in three months, produce and read an essay of 
,..,M,s^ own wr,i.ti,ng, on^any subject he pleased. 0'.ur 
.„ debates were to be under the ' direction of a 
..president,., and to be. conducted .iu' .the sincere, 
spirit of inquiry after truth, without fondness for 
dispute, or desire of victory; and, to prevent 
warmth, all expressions of positiveness in opinions, 
or direct contradiction, were after some time made 
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contraband, and prohibited under small pecuniary 
penalties. 

The first members were Joseph Breiotnal, a copyer 
of deeds for' the scriveners, a good-natured, friendly, 
middle-ag’d man, a great lover. of poetry, reading 
ail he could meet with, and writing some that was 
tolerable ; very ingenious in many little Nicknack- 
eries, and of sensible conversation. 

Thomas Godfrey, a self-taught mathematician, 
great in his way, and afterwards inventor of what 
is now called Hadley’s Quadrant. But he knew 
little out of his way, and was not a pleasing com- 
panion 5 as, like most great mathematicians I have 
met with, he expected universal precision in every- 
thing said, or was for ever denying or distinguishing 
upon trifles, to the disturbance of all cooversation. 
He soon left us. 

Nicholas SculJ, a' surveyor, afterwards surveyor- 
general, who lov’d books, and sometime.s made a 
few verses. ' . ■ 

William Parsons, bred .a shoemaker, but, loving 
reading, had acquir’d a considerable share of mathe- 
matics,., which. he first studied with a view to astro- 
logy, that .he- afterwards lauglit at it. He also 
became surveyor-geiieral. 

, William Maugridge, a joiner, a most exquisite 
mechanic, and a solid, sensible ma,o. 

Hugh Meredith, Stephen Potts, and George Webb. 

I have characteriz’d before. 

.. .Robert..Grace, ayoung gentkman of some fortune, 
generous, .lively, and witty ^ a lover of punning' and 
of his friends. 

And William Coleman, then a merchant’s clerk, 
about my age, who had the coolest, clearest head, 
the best heart, and the exactest morals of almost 
any man I ever met with. He became afterwards 
a merchant of great note, and one of our provincial 
judges. Our friendship continued without interrop- 
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tion to his death,, upwards of forty yearn 5 and the 
dub continued aimost.as long, and was the best 
school of philosophy, morality, and politics that 
then existed in the province ; for our queries, 
which were read the week preceding their dis- 
Gussion, put us upon reading with attention upon 
the several subjects, that we might speak more 
to the purpose ; and here, too, we acquired better 
habits of conversation, every thing being studied 
in our rules which might prevent our disgusting 
each other. From hence the long continuance of 
the club, which I shall have frequent occasion to 
speak further of hereafter. 

But my giving this account of it here is to show 
something of the interest I had, every one of these 
exerting themselves in recommending business to us. 
Breintnal particularly procur’d us from the Quakers 
the printing forty sheets of their history, the rest 
being to be done by Keimer ; and upon this we 
work’d exceedingly hard, for the price was low. It 
was a folio, pro patria size, in pica, with long primer 
notes. I compos’d of it a sheet a day, and Meredith 
worked it, oiF at press; it was often eleven at night, 
and' sometimes later, before I .had finished my dis- 
tribution for the next day’s work, for the little jobbs 
sent in by our other friends, now and then put us 
back. But so determin’d I was to continue doing 
a sheet a day of the folio, that one night, when j 
having impos’d my forms, I thought my day’s work 
over, one of them by accident was broken, and two 
pages reduced to pi, I immediately distributed and 
coiiipos’d it over again before I went to bed ; and 
this industry, visible to our neighbors, began to give 
us character and credit;, particularly, .. I. was told, 
that mention being made of.the ne.w pTintmg-olfi,ce' 
at the merchants’ Every-nighr club,.," the general, 
opioio,n xvas„.that it must : fail, there being already, ', 
two , printers in the place, Keimer ■ and Bradford ; , 
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blit Dr Baird (whom you and I saw many years after 
at Ms native .place, .St. Andrew's in Scotland). gave 
a . contrary ' opinion ; ,'"Eor the industry, of that 
. Franklin/' 'says he, . superior 'to .any tiling'. I 
ever saw of . the kind 5 I see him sti.il at work 
when I go home from dub, and he is at . work 
again before his neighbors are out of bed.” This, 
struck the "rest, . and we ■ soon after ' had offers 
from one of them to supply us with stationery ; but 
as yet we did not chuse to engage in shop business. 

I mention this industry the more particularly and 
the more freely, tho' it seems to be talking in my 
own praise, that those of my posterity, who shall 
read it, may know the use of that virtue, when they 
see its effects in my favour throughout this relation. ' 

George Webb, who had found a female friend 
that lent him wherewith tO : purchase his time of 
Keimer, now came to offer himself as a jou.rn.eyf,iian 
to us. We could not then employ him ; but I fool-, ' 
ishly let him know as .' a . secret that I ' soon i.ntended 
to begin a news.pap.er, ' and .might then have .:Work 
for him,. My -hopes of success,, as I told him,,.,' were 
'found.ed; on, thiS', ': 'that ■ the' then only - newspaper, 
printed by Bradford,- was .a paltry thing, wretchedly., 
..manag'd,., no way entertaining, and yet was profitable 
to him 5 , I therefore thought a good paper would 
: scarcely Tail 'of ' good- encouragement. I requested 
Webb not to mention it; but he told it to Keimer, 
who immediately, to be beforehand with me, pub- 
lished proposals for printing one himself, on which 
Webb was to be employ'd. I resented this ; and, to 
counteract them, as I could not yet begin our paper, 

I wrote several pieces of entertainment for Bradford's 
paper, under the title of the Busy Body, which 
Breintnal continu'd some months. By this means 
the attention of the publick was fixed on that paper, 
and Keimer's proposals, which we biniesquM and 
ndicul’d, were disregarded. He began his paper, 
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Jiowe¥erj. and,, after carrying ..it on' three quarters of 
a' year^ -with .. at. most .only ninety , subscribers, ' lie 
offered it to me, for a' 'trifle; ..and I, having . been" 
ready some '.time to go on':, with it,, t.o.ok' if in. hand 
'directly ; ' and. it ' provM in > few. .years extremely 
pro.fitable to me*.. 

I perceive that I am apt to speak in the singular 
number,, though our partnership still continu'd ; the 
reason may be that,' in fact, the- whole management 
of the business lay upon me. Meredith was no 
compositor, ... a poor pressman, and seldom sober. 
My friends lamented my connection with him, but I 
was to make the- best of it.' 

■ Our first papers made a quite different appearance 
from any before, in the province; a better type, and 
better printed; but some spirited remarks of my 
writlD,g, ' on the dispute then- going on between 
...Governor Burnet and the Massachussets Assembly, 
-.struck -the principal people,, occasioned -the paper and 
the, ' manager of 'it to be. --much- -talk’d- of, and in a 
fe'W':"we'eks ' brought them "all'- to' be our. subscribers. 

, ff heir , example was' followd: by, -many, and our 
iiumber - went on growing oontinu.ally. This was 
one or the first good effects of -my having learnt a 
little to 'scribble ; another was,-.that the leading- men, - 
■seeing -a, newspaper now in the hands of one - who 
.could' also handle a pen, 'thought' it convenient ■ to 
oblige and encourage me. B-radford still printed the 
votes, and laws, and other publick business. He' had 
printed an address of the House to the governor, in a 
.coarse, blundering manner, we reprinted it- -elegantly 
,aad -CGrre'Ct.iy, and sent one to every member- .Th-ey 
w.ere sensible' of the difference ; it strengthened the 
hands of our friends in the House, and th^ej' voted us 
their printers for the year ensuing. 

Among my friends in the House I must not forget 
Mr Hamilton, before mentioned, who was then 
returned from England, and had a seat in it. He 
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interested himself for me strongly in that instance, 
as he did in many- others afterward, continuing his 

patronage till his death,^ 

Mr Vernon,, about this time, put me in mind of 
the debt I ow'd him, but did not press me. I wrote 
him' an ingenuous letter of acknowledgment, crav'd 
his forbearance a little- longer, which he allow'd me, 
and as soon as I was able, I paid the principal with 
interest, and many thanks ^ so that erratum was in 
some degree corrected. 

But now another difficulty came upon me which I 
had never the least reason to expect. Mr Meredith's 
father, who was to have paid for our printing-house, 
according to the expectations given me, was able to 
advance only one hundred pounds currency, which 
■ had been paid ; and a hundred more was due to the 
merchant, ' who grew impatient, and su'd us alL 
We gave bail, but saw that, if the money could .not 
be rais'd in time, the suit must soon come to .a 
judgment and execution, and our hopeful prospects 
must, with us, be ruined, as the press and letters 
must he sold for payment, perhaps at half price. 

. . In- this distress two true friends, whose kindness 
I have never forgotten, nor ever shall forget while 
I can remember any thing, came to me separately, 
unknown -to each- other, and, without any application 
from me, offering, each of them to advance .me all :. 
the money. that should be necess.arj to -enable me to 
take the whole business upon myself, if. that should, 
be practicable^ but they did not like my continuing-- 
the " partnership .with .Meredith, who, as they said, 
was often seen drunk in the streets, and playing at 
...low . ' games ■ in ' .alehouses, .much to our ' discredit. 
These two friends were William Coleman and 
Robert Grace. I told them I could not propose .a 
separation while any prospect remain'd of the Mere- 
dith's fulfilling their part of our agreement, because 

,1 g.ot his son once £500 [marg. note], 
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I thought myself uoder great obligations to them 
for what they had done, and would do if they 
could ; but,, if they finally faird in their perform- 
ance, and OUT partnership must be dissolvM, I should 
then think myself at liberty to accept the assistance 
of my friends. 

Thus tile matter rested for some time, when I said 
to my partner, Perhaps' your father is dissatisfied 
at the part you have undertaken in this affair of 
ours, and is unwilling to advance for you and me 
what he would for you alone. If that is the case, 
tell me, anti I will resign the whole to you, and go 
about my business.” No,” said he, my father 
has really been disappointed, and' is really unable ; 
and I am unwilling to distress him farther. I see 
this is a business I am not fit for. I was bred a ' 
farmer, and it w-as a folly in me to come to town,' 
and put myself, at thirty years of age, an apprentice 
to. learn a new trade. Many of our Welsh people 
a're.going to settle in North Carolina, where land is 
cheap. ' l am inclin’d to go with' them, and : follow 
my old employment. You may find friends to 
assist you. If you will take the - debts of the com- 
pany upon you; return to .my father the hundred 
pound he has advanced; pay my little personal 
debts,, and, give me thirty pounds and a new saddle, 

I will relinquish the partnership, and leave the 
whole in your hands.” I agreed to this proposal: 
it was drawn up in writing, sign’d, and seal’d imme- 
diately, I gave him what he demanded, and he went 
soon after to Carolina, from w^hence he sent me next 
year two long letters, containing the best account 
that had been given of that' country, the climate, the 
soil, liiisbandry, etc., for in those, 'matters he wrs 
very,' judicious. I printed them in the papers, and 
they gave, .great satisfaction to' the publick. 

^ . As soon,,; as he, w^as gone, ,I recurr’d to my two 
.friends ; rind' because I would , not giv.e an un'kmd' 
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preference to. either, I took half of what .each, '.had 
offered and I wanted of one, and half of the other 5 
paid off the company’s debts, and went on with the' 
business' in my own name, .advertising that the 
partnership was dissolved. I think this was in or 
abont the year 1729. 

About this time there was a cry among the people 
for more paper money, only fifteen thousand pounds 
being extant in the province, and that soon to' be 
sunk. The wealthy inhabitants oppos’d any addi- 
tion, being against ail paper currency, from an appre- 
hension that it would depreciate, as it had done in 
New England,.. to the prejudice of ail creditors. We 
had discuss’d this point in our Junto, where I was 011 
the side of an addition, being persuaded that the first 
small sum struck in 1723 had done much good 'by 
increasing the '■ trade, ■ employment, .and number of 
inhabitants in the province, since I .now saW' ;all the' 
old houses inhabited, and many new ones buiidlng 
^whereas I remembered well, .that w'-hen I fi'r.s't v/alk’d 
about the streets; of 'Philadelphia, eating my roll, I 
,.:.saw, most'-of the houses, in Walnut Street, between 
.Second and Front streets, with bills on their doors, 

To be let ” 5. .and. many' likewise in Chestnut-street 
and other streets, ' 'which ' made me then think the 
inhabitants of the. city were^ deserting it^o.ne after 
another. 

Our debates possess’d me so fully of the subject, 
that I wrote and printed an anonymous pamphlet oa 
it,, e.n titled Nature and Necessity of a Paper Cur^^ 
rencyP It was well receiv’d by the common people 
in general; but the rich men dislik’d it, for it 
increas’d and strengthen’d the clamor for more 
money, and they happening to have no writers 
among them that were able to answer it, their 
opposition slacken’d, and the point was carried by a 
majority in the House. My friends there, who con- 
ceiv’d I had been of some service, thought fit to 
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reward me_ by employing me in printing the money ; 
a very profitable jobb and a great help to me. This 
was another advantage gain’d by my being able to 
write. ■ 

The utility of this currency became by time and 

experience so, evident as never afterwards to be mucli 
disputed 5 so that it grew soon to ' iifty-fi ve thousand 
poundsj and^ jn 1739 to eighty thousand pounds^ 
since which it arose during war to upwards of three 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds, trade, building, 
and inhabitants all the while increasing, tho’ I now 
think, there are limits beyond which the quantity 
may be hurtful. , 

I soon^ after obtain^, thro’ my friend Hamilton, 
the printing of the Newcastle paper money, another 
profitable jobb as I then thought, it 5 small things 
appearing great to those in small ■ circumstances 5 
and these, to me, were really great, advantages, as^ 
they were great encouragements,. . He procured for 
me,, also, , the printing of the laws and\Votes of that 
goyernment,, which continu’d in my hands 'as long as 
' IfolIowM, the business. , 

, I now open’d a little stationer’s shop. I had in it 
blanks of all sorts, the correctest that ever appear’d 
among us, being assisted in that by my friend 
Breintnal. I had also paper, parchment, chapmen’s 
books, ^etc. Gne "Whitemasli, a compositor I had 
known in London, an excellent workman, now came 
to me, and work’d with me constantly and diligently ; 
and I took an apprentice, the son of Aquila Rose. 

I began now gradually to pay off the debt I was 
under for the printing-house. In order to secure 
my credit and character as a tradesman, I took care 
not only to be in reality industrious and frugal, but 
tp void all appearances to the contrary. I drest 
plainly j I was seen at no places of idle diversion. 

I never went out a fishing or shooting; a book, 
indeed, sometimes debauch’d me from my work, but 
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that was seldom, snog, and gave no scandal 5 and, 
to show that I was not above my business, I some- 
times ' brought home the paper I purchas’d at the 
stores thro’ the streets on a wheelbarrow* Thus 
being esteem’d an industrious, thriving young mao, 
and paying duly for what I bought, the merchants 
who imported stationery solicited my custom ; others 
proposed supplying me with books, and I went 00 
swimmingly. In the mean time, Keimer’s credit and 
business declining daily, he was at last forc’d to 
sell his printing-house to satisfy his creditors. He 
went to Barbadoes, and there lived some years in 
very poor circumstances. 

His apprentice, David Harry, whom I had in- 
structed while I work’d with him, set up in, his 
■place at Philadelphia, having bought his materials. 
I was at first apprehensive of a powerful rival in 
Harry, as his friends were very able, and had a good 
deal of interest. I therefore propos’d a partnership 
to him, which he, fortunately for me, rejected with 
scorn. He was very proud, dress’d like a gentle- 
man, Jiv’d expensively, took much diversion and 
pleasure abroad, ran in debt, and neglected' ills 
business 5 upon which, all business' left him, ; and, 
finding nothing to do, he followed Keimer to Bar- 
badoes, taking the printing-house with hi,m. "There 
this apprentice ^ - employ’d his fo"rm.er 'master- .as a 
journeyman; they quarrel’d often ; Harry went con- 
tinually behindhand,, and at length, was forc’d to sell 
his pypes .and-. return to his country work in Pensil- 
vania. The person '■ that bought them employ’d 
■Keimer to. .use them, but in' a few years he died. 

There ■ remained now no competitor with me .at 
Philadelphia but the old one, Bradford; who was 
rich and easy, did a little printing now and then by 
straggling hands, but was not very anxious about 
the business. However, as he kept the post-office, 
it was imagined he had better opportunities of ob- 
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taining news ; Hs paper was thought a better dis- 
tributer of advertisements than mine, and therefore 
had many more, which was a 
him, and a disadvantage to me ; 
indeed receive' and send ] ^ 
pubiick opinion was otherwise, for what I did send 
was by' bribing the riders, who took them privately, 
Bradford being unkind enough to forbid it, which 
occasioned 
thought 


profitable thing to 
for, tho’ I did 
papers by the post, yet the 

% bribing the riders, who took them privately, 

some resentment on my part 5 , and I 
so meanly of him for it, that, when I 
afterward came into his situation, I took care never 
to imitate it. 

I had hitherto continu'd to board, with Godfrey, 
who lived in part of my house with his wife and 
children, and had one side of the shop- for his 

glazier's business, ’ 

ahvays absorbed in 
projected a match for me with a 
took opportunities of bringing 
.a 'serious courtship on 1 ^ 

In herself very deserving! 'The old folks encourag'd 
me by cootinuai invitations to supper, and by leaving 
us together, till at length it was time to explain. 
Mrs Godfrey manag'd our' little treaty. I let her 
know that I expected as much money with their 
daughter ^as would pay off my remaining debt for 
the , printing-house, which I believe was not ' then 
above a hundred pounds. She brought me word 
they had no such sum to spare j I said ' they might 
mortgage their house in the loan-oiFice. The answer 
to this, after ■"some days, was, that they did not 
approve the match ; that, 00 inquiry of Bradford, 
they had .been informed' the printing business was 
not a, profitable one ; the types would soon be worn 
Dut,.,„;and more wanted; that S. Keimer and D. 
Harry .'had:, failed one after the other, and I should 
probably soon follow them;. and,, therefore, I was 
Forbidden the house, and .the daughter shut up. 


tho' he worked little, being 
his mathematics. Mrs Godfrey 
relation's daughter, 
us often together, till 
my part ensu'd, the girl being 
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Whether this was a real change of sentiment or 
only artifice, on a supposition of oiir being too 'far 
engaged in affection to retract, and therefore that 
we should steal a marriage, which would leave them 
at liberty to give or withhold what they pleased, I 
know not I hut I suspected the latter, resented it, 
and ' went' no - more. ■ Mrs Godfrey, brought iii,e 
■ afterward ' some more favorable accounts of their 
.disposition, and would have drawn me ,. on : again 
but' ■ r declared absolute! v my resoliitioe tO' have 
nothing more . to do with that family. This was 
resented by the- Godfreys ; we differM, aod^ they 
removed, leaving me the . whole house-, ■ .andT . re- 
resolved to take no more inmates. 

. . But this -affair having turned nay thoughts. v to 
marriage, I look’d round me and made overtures 
of- acquaintance do other places; but soon found 
thatj, the business of a printer being generally 
thought a poor one, I was not to expect money with 
a Wife, unless with such a one as I should not 
otherwise think agreeable. In the mean time, that 
hard’-to-be-governed passion of youth hurried me 
frequently into intrigues with low vroiiieii that fell 
in my way, which were attended with some expense 
and great inconvenience, besides a continual risque 
to my health by a distemper which of all things I 
dreaded, though 'by great good luck I escaped it. 
A friendly correspondence as neighbors and old 
acquaintances had continued between me and Mrs 
Read’s family, who all had a regard for me from 
the time of my first lodging in their house. I was 
often invited there and consulted in their affairs, 
wherein I sometimes was of service. I piti’d poor 
Miss Read’s unfortunate situation, who was gener- 
ally dejected, seldom cheerful, and avoided com- 
pany. I considered my giddiness and inconstancy 
when in London as in a great degree the cause of 
her unhappiness, tho’ the mother was good enough 
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. , to think the,. fault, more her, own than mine^ as :she 
, . had; prevented our .marrying,. 'before I went , thither^ 
and, persuaded the other, match in , my -absence. : .''Oii,r 
- , mutual 'affection was revived, buf' there ' -were now 
great objections to o.ot' , union. ■ The, match, was 
indee,.d looked , upon ' as , invalid, a preceding wife 
being 'Said to be living in England; but this cO'iild 
not^ easily be proved, because of the distance; and, 
tho' there was a report of his death, it was -not 
certain. T. ]ie.n, tho’ it should be -^true, he had left 
many debts, which his successor might be calFd 
upon to pay. ,We ventured, however, ■ over - all 
these difficulties, and I took her to wife, September 
1st, 1730* None of the inconveniences happened 
that we had apprehended ; she proved a good and 
faithful helpmate, assisted me -much by attending 
.the shop; we throve together, and have ever mutil-' 
ally endeavor'd to make each other happy. Thus I 
-corrected -that great erratum as well as I could.' ' 
.About this time, our club meeting-, not at a tavern, - 
..but- ill., a. little room, of Mr Grace's, set apart for 'that 
purpose, a proposition was made by me, that, since 
our books were often referr'd to in .0.01 disquisitions 
.Upon .the queries, it might.'- be convenient to us to 
have, .til em altogetiier,. where we met, that upon oc- 
casion ■ they might be consulted; and by thus -club- 
bing our ■ books , to a common library, - we -should, 
while we lik'd to keep them together, have each of 
us the advantage of using the books of ail the -other 
inembers, which would be nearly as ben-eiici'al as if 
each owned the whole. It was lik'd' and' agreed 
to,, and we fill'd one end -of the- room with such ■ 
books as we could best spare. The number was 
not so great as we expected ; and - tho'- -they had 
been of great use, yet, some inconveniences -occur- - 
rip,g for want of due .care of "them, the collection,: ' 
after about a year, was .separated, and each took -Ms ■ 
books home again. . ' 
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And now I set on foot my first project of a public 
naturej, that for a subscription library. I drew up 
the proposals, got them put into form by our great 
scrivener, Brockden, and, by the help of my friends 
in the Junto, procured fifty subscribers of forty shil- 
lings each to begin with, and ten shillings a year for 
fifty years, the 'term our company was to continue. 
We afterwards obtain’d a charter, the company 
being increased to one hundred ^ this was the 
mother of all the North American subscription 
libraries, now so numerous. It is become a great 
thing itself, and continually increasing. These 
libraries have improved the general conversation 
of the Americans, made the common tradesmen and 
farmers as intelligent as most gentlemen from other 
countries, and perhaps have contributed in some 
degree to the stand ' so generally made ' throughout 
the colonies in defence of their privileges. 

Mem^,. Thus far was written with the,, intention 
express d in the beginning and therefore contains 
several little family anecdotes of no importance to 
others. What follows was written many years after 
in. compliance with the advice contain’d in these 
letters, and accordingly intended for the public. 
The affairs of' the Revolution occasion’d the inter- 
ruption. 
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Letter from Mr Abel James, with Notes of my Life 

(recewed in Paris). 


My Dear and Honored Friend: I have often 
been desirous of writing to thee, but could not be 

the British, lest some printer or 

and^CTivp ^ publish some part of the contents, 

and give our fnend pain, and myself censure. 

Some _ time ^ since there fell into my hands, to 
my great joy, aoout twenty-three sheets in thv own 
handwriting containing an account of the parentage 
and life of thyself, directed to thy son, ending in the 
year 1730, with which there were notes, likewise in 
thy writing ; a copy of which I inclose, in hopes it 
may be , a means, if thou continued if op to a later 
the first and latter part m^ay be pul 
"Otyet continued, I hope tLe 
w B oot delay it. Life is uncertain, as the pLcher 
o us; and what will the world say if kind 
humane, and benevolent Ben. Franklin should leave 
his fnends and the world deprived of so pleasing 
and pioiitable a work ; a work which would be 
useful and entertaining not only to a few, but to 
ha i influence writings under that class 

nowhere ^appeared to me so plain, as in our public 
friend's journals. It almost insensibly leads the 
youth into the resolution of endeavoring to become 
as_ good and eminent as the journalist. Should 

cS not f yhen published (and I think it 
could not fail of It), lead the youth to equal the in- 
ustry and temperance of thy early youth, what a 
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. Messing with that class would such a work ' be ! I 
'know of no character' living, nor many of them ; put 
^ together, who has so much in his power .as thyself 
to promote, a greater spirit of industry and early 
attention to business, frugality, and temperance with 
the American youth,' Not that I :thin:k. the work 
■ would have no other merit and use in the world, far 
from it 5 but the first is of such' vast i.mportaiice that 
I know nothing that can equal it.” 

■■ The foregoing letter and the minutes accompany- 
ing it being shown to a friend, I received from him 
the following : 

Letter from Mr Betyamm Vaughan, 

Paris, January 

' ^ Dearest Sir': When Iliad read over yo'ur, 
■■sheets ■ of .-minutes, of. the .principal incidents of your 
. life, recovered -for .you- by your. Quaker aGq'oaintaiice, 

I told you I would send you a letter expressing my 
. reasons why I thought, it- would be useful .to xom- ■ 
.-plete . and, ■ publish it .as he desired, 'Vario'iiS' eo.ii^ 
earns have for some time past prevented this letter 
being. : written, and-. I do not know whether it ^ was 
worth any expectation ; happening to be at leisure, 
however, at present, I shall by writing, at least in- 
terest and instruct myself; but as the terms I am 
inclined to use may tend to offend a person of your 
manners, I shall only tell you how I would address 
any other person, who was as good and as great as 
yourself, but less diffident. I would say to him, Sir, 

I solicit the history of your life from the following 
motives : Tour history is so remarkable, that if you, 
do not give it, somebody else will certainly give it ; 
and perhaps so as nearly to do as much harm, as 
your own management of the thing might do good. 

It ' will moreover present a table of the internal 
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circumstances of your country,- 'wHch^ very 

much tend to invite- to-it':sU£tlers- .^of and 

inanl]^ .minds* And considering- the eagerness - with 
which such mformation is " sought by them, . and the 
extent of your reputation, I, do not know, of a more 
efficacious' advertisement than your biography would 
give, , ..All that has happened to you is also con- 
, nected^with the -detail of the manners'and situation 
of -a : rising people; and in this respect I do not 
think that the writings of C^sar and Tacitus can .'be 
more interesting to a true judge of human nature 
and society. But these, sir, are- small reasons, : io 
my opinion, compared with the chance -whieh yo'ur 
life will give for the forming of future great men'; 
and in . conjunction with your Art of Virtue' (which ' 
you design to publish) of improving the -features of 
private character, and consequently of aiding ail 
happines-Sy , both public . and. . domestic. '-- - -The two 
- works I all-u.de to, sir, .will in particular' give- a noble 

■ rule- -and' ;:/exa'm of ' self-education. ' .School and 

■ ..b-tlier education, .constantly .proceed' 'upon false prln- 
C'ip.les,.-..^:an.d'-show, n .clumsy,, apparatus- pointed at a 

. false mark-; .but ■ your -.app'aratus'.'..is simple, and the '. 
.mark ‘ a’: true . one and while- -parents and young 
persons ,.'- are left destitute of other just- means of 
. -estimating.'., and becoming prepared for a reasonable 
course in' life, , your discovery that-, the' . thing is in' 
inany . a .man’s private power, ' will be invaluabie' !' 
Influence upon the private character, late in-' life, 
is not- only an influence late in life, but a weak in- ■ 
fluence.^ It is in youth - that we plant our chief habits 
and prejudices ; it is in youth .that, we .'take our party 
as to profession, pursuits and matrimony. In youth, 
therefore, the turn is given In youth . the education 
even of the next generation ' is ■.given ,";, in youth the 
private and public character is determined and the' ' 
term of life extending but from youth to age, life 
.oiigli.t to -begin well from youth, and more especially 
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before we take onr party as to our principal objects.* 
But your ■ biography will not merely teach self- 
educatiooj but the education of a wise man, ; and 
the wisest man will receive lights and .improve Ills 
progress, by seeing detailed the conduct of another 
wise man. And why are weaker men to be de- 
prived of such helps, when we see our race has 
been blundering on in the dark, ' almost without a 
guide in this particular, from the farthest trace of 
time ? Show then, sir, how much is to be done, 
both to sons and fathers ; and invite all wise men to 
become like yourself, and other men to become wise. 
When we see how cruel statesmen and warriors can 
be to the human race, and how absurd distinguished 
■ men can be to their acquaintance, it will be in- 
structive to observe the instances multiply of pacific, 
acquiescing manners 5 and to find how compatible 
it is to be great and domestic, enviable and yet good- ; 
humored. 

The little private incidents which you will also' 
have to relate, will have considerable use, . as, we 
, want,., above ail things, rules of prudence in ordin'ary ' 
affairs \ and it will be curious to see how you' have ' 
acted in these, ' It will be so far a sort of key to 
life,: and explain many things that all men ought to 
.have ,o.nce explained to them-, to give them: a chance 
of becoming wise:, by foresight. The nearest thing 
to, having experience of one’s own, is to have other 
.people’s, affairs brought. before us in a shape that is 
interestin.g 5, .this is .sure to .happen from your pen 5 
Dur^affairs and.:management will have, an air of sim- 
plicity or importance that will ..not fail to strike ; and 
I am convinced you have conducted them with 
as much originality. as. 'if you. had. ^been conducting 
discussions in politics ' or' philosophy 5 and whal: 
more worthy of experiments and system fits im- 
portance and' its errors considered) tlmii liiiman 
life ? 
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“Some men have been virtuous blindly, others 

W speculated fantastically, and others have been 

shrewd to bad purposes; but you, sir, I am sure 
will give under your hand, nothing but what is at 
the same moment, wise, practical and good. Your 
account of y^rself (for I suppose the parallel I am 
diawmg for Dr Franklin, will hold not only in point 
of character, but of private history) will sLw that 
you are ashamed of no origin ; a thing the more 
important, as you prove how little necessary all 
ongmis to happiness, virtue, or greatness. As no 
end likewise happens without a means, so we shall 
find, sir, that even you yourself framed a plan by 
which you became considerable; but at the same 
time we may see that though the event is flattering, 

thL^T^/*"-^ wisdom could make 

them, that is, depenamg upon nature, virtue, 

will be tne, propnety of every man’s waiting for his 
Ume for appearing upon the stage of the world 
Our sensations being very much fixed to the moment' 
we are apt to forget that more moments are to 
follow the first and consequently that man should 
orange hia conduct so as to suit the whole of a life. 

X our attribution appears to have been applied to 
your life, and the passing moments of it have been 
enlivened with content and enjoyment, instead of 
emg tormented with foolish impatience or regrets 
buch a conduct is easy for those who make virtue 
and themselves in countenance by examples of 
other truly great men, of whom patience is so 
often the _ characteristic. Your Quaker corres- 
pondent, sir (for here again I wM suppose the 
subject, of,, my, letter resembling Dr ■Fraoilin') 
praised your frugality, diligence and temperance; 
which he considered as a pattern for all youth • but 
It IS Singular that he should have forgotten vour 
modesty and your disinterestedness, without \rfiich 
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.you never . could have waited for yoor advaocementj 
or found your situation in the mean time comfort- 
able j which .is a strong lesson to ■ show the poverty 
of glory and the importance of regulating o.ur mind.s. 
If this correspondent had .known the nature .of your 
reputation as. well as' I doj he would have said'^ 
Your former writings and measures would secure 
attention to your Biography, and Art of Virtue ; 
and ' your Biography and Art of Virtue, in return, 
would secure' attention to them. This is an ad- 
vantage attendant upon a various character, and 
' which brings all that belongs to it into greater play 5 
and. it is the more useful, as perhaps more persons 
are at. a .loss for the means of improving their minds 
and characters, than they are for the. time or the 
inclination to 'do it. But there is o.ne co.ricitidi:a:g 
.refection, sir,. that will shew the use of your fife as 
'a .mere piece -of biography. This style of 'Writing 
..seems a Jittle ...gone, out of' vogue, and. yet .'it is a 
very useful o.ne',5' and .your specimen of' it may be: 
..particularly serviceable, as it .will make .a' subject . 'Of . 
comparison with the lives of various public cut- 
throats .and intriguers, and. with, absurd monastic 
'.self-.to.rmentors or vain literary. .triflers. ■ If it "en- 
courages more writings of the same kind with your 
own, and induces more men to spend lives fit to be 
written, it will be worth all Plutarch^s lives pot to- 
gether. But being tired of figuring to myself a 
character of which every feature suits only one man 
in the world, without giving him. the praise of it, I 
shall end my letter, my dear Dr Franklin, with a 
personal application to your proper self. I am 
earnestly desirous, then, my dear sir, that you 
should let the world into the traits of your genuine 
character, as civil broils may otherwise tend to dis- 
guise or traduce it. Considering your great age, 
the caution of your character, and your peculiar 
style of .thinking, it is not likely that any one be- 
po 
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sides yourself can be sufficiently master of the facts 
of your life, or the intentions of your mind. Be- 
sides all this, the immense revolution of the present 
period, will necessarily turn our attention towards 
the author of it, and when virtuous principles have 
been pretended in it, it will be highly important to 
shew that such have really influenced ; and, as your 
own character will be the principal one to receive a 
scrutiny, it is proper (even for its effects upon your 
vast and rising country, as well as upon England 
and upon Europe) that it should stand respectable 
and eternal. For the furtherance of human happi- 
ness, I have always maintained that it is necessary 
to prove that man is not even at present a vicious 
and detestable animal 5 and still more to prove that 
good management may greatly amend him ; and it 
IS for much the same reason, that I am anxious to 
see the opinion established, that there are fair 
characters existing among the individuals of the 
race^; for the moment that all men, . without ex- 
ception, shall be conceived abandoned, good people 
will cease efforts deemed to be hopeless, and perhaps 
think of taking their share in the scramble of life, 
or at least of making it comfortable principally for 
themselves. Take then, my dear sir, this work 
most speedily into hand: shew yourself good as 
you are good ; temperate as you are temperate ; and 
above all things, prove yourself as one, who from 
your infancy have loved justice, liberty and concord, 
in a way that has made it natural and consistent for 
you to have acted, as we have seen you act in the 
last seventeen years of your life. Let Englishmen 
be made not only to respect, but even to love you. 
When they think well of individuals in your native 
country, they will go nearer to thinking well of 
your country ; and when your countrymen see them- 
selves well thought of by Englishmen, they will go 
neater to thinking well of England. Extend your 
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' views even farther ; do not stop at those who speak 
the English tongue^ but after having settled so many 
points in nature and politics^ think of bettering the 
whole race of men. As I have not ' read any part 
of the life in question, but know only the character 
that lived it, I write somewhat at hazard. I am 
sure, however, that the life and the treatise I allude 
to (on the Art of Virtue) will necessarily fuliil the 
chief of my expectations ; and still more so if you 
take op the measure of suiting these performances to 
the several views above stated. Should they even 
prove unsuccessful in all that a sanguine admirer of 
yours hopes from them, you will at least have framed 
pieces to interest' the human mind; and whoever 
gives a feeling of pleasure that is innocent to man, 
has added so much to the fair side of a life otherwise 
too much darkened by anxiety and too much injured 
by pain. In the hope, therefore, that you will listen 
to the prayer addressed to you in this letter, I beg 
to subscribe myself, my dearest sir, etc., etc., 

Signed,' Benj. Vaughan.’^ 


Continuation of the Account of my Life , ' kgun at 
Passy^ near Parts, 1784. 

It is some time since I receiv^'d the above letters, 
but I have been too busy till now to tliiiik' of coib-- 
plying with the request- they contain. It might, 'too^ 
;be much better- .done' if I w’^ere., at home, among oiy 
papers, which would aid my memory, and help , to 
ascertain dates; but my return being 'iincertain,. a.nd 
having just now a little leisure, .! will endeavor to 
recollect and w.rite what I can 5 if I live to get home, 
it may there be corrected and improv’d. 

^ Not- having - any copy here of what is already 
written, I know not whether an account is given of 
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the means I used to establish the Philadelphia public 
library, which, from a small beginning, is now 
become so considerable, though I remember to have 
come down to near the time of that transaction 
1 will therefore begin herewith an account 
ot It, which maybe struck out if found to have been 
already given.' 

At the time I establish’d myself in Pennsylvania 
there was not a good bookseller’s shop in any of the 

j southward of Boston. In New York 

and Ihilad’a the printers were indeed stationers ; 
they sold only paper, etc., almanacs, ballads, and a 
few common school-books. Those who lov’d read- 
mg were oblig’d to send for their books from 
England ; the members of the Junto had each a few. 
w e had left the alehouse, where we first met, and 
hired^a room to hold our club in. I propos’d that 
. we should all of us bring our books to that room, 
where they would not only be ready to consult in 
our conferences, but become a common benefit, each 
ot us being at liberty to borrow such as he wish’d 
to read at home. This was accordingly done, and 
for some time contented us. . 

Finding the advantage of this little collection I 
proposd to render the benefit from books more 
common, by commencing a public subscription 
1 I drew a sketch of the plan and rules that 

would be necessary, and got a skilful conveyancer, 
Mr Charles Brockden, to put the whole in form of 
articles of agreement to be subscribed, by which 
each subscriber engagM to pay a certain sum down 
for the first purchase of books, and an annual con- 
trj.oution .for increasing 


- - So . few were the 

readers at that time in Philadelphia, and the majority 
pf ns so poor, that I was not able, with great 
industry, to find more than fifty persons, mostly 
young tradesmen, willing to pay down for this 
purpose forty shillings each, and ten shUlings per 
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annum. On this little fimd we' begao,. The • books 

■ ¥/ere. imported 5 the 'library was ■ opened, one day in 
the week for' , lending to ; the subscribers ^ on their 
■promissory notes to pay double the value if /not duly 
returned. The institudoa soon manifested its utility^ 
was imitated by other towns, and in other provinGes. 
The libraries were augmented by donations read- 
ing became fashionable ; and our people, having 00 
publick amusements ■ to divert their attention drom 
study, became better acquainted with books, and, 'in, 
a few years were observM by strangers to be better 
instructed and more intelligent' than people of the 
same rank generally are in other countries. 

- When we were about to sign the above-mentioned 
articles, which, were to be binding on us, our heirs, 

■ etc.,' for fifty years, Mr Brockden, ■ the scrivener, 
said to us, You are young , men, but it is' scarcely 
■probable that, any, of you will live to,' see the expira- 
tion of the term fix’d in the instrument.” A number 

vof US, , however, are yet living 5 but the instrument 
. was '..after' a -few years rendered null by a charter that 
incorporated and. -gave perpetuity to the coiii.p'any. ' . ■ 
The objections and reluctances I met ■ with in ■ 
soliciting the subscriptions, made me soon feel the 
: imp.ro.priety of presenting one’s self . as the proposer ■. 
of any useful project, that might be suppos’d to 
raise one’s reputation in the smallest degree above 
that of one’s neighbors, when one has need of their 
assistance to accomplish that project. I therefore 
put myself as much as I could out of sight, and 
stated it as a scheme of a number of friends^ who had 
requested' me -to go about and propose it to such as 
'they thought lovers of reading. In this way my 
affair^. went on more smoothly, and I ever after 
practis’d it on such occasions 5 and, from mj 
frequentsuccesses, can heartily recommend it. The 
ptesegf iittle^sacrifice of your vanity will afterwards 
be, amply -repaid. ' If it remains a while uncertain 
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■' ; to .whom.,.. ..the . .merit... pome . one ' iii.ore vaia 

^ diaa,. ^ eny^frhged to ■ claim itj, and . 

then' e.¥en ■eavj.'will.. be .diij5;fOsed tO' do yoa .jestice 
by plucking./ tliose' assumed, feathers, and- restoring 
. them to .their rig'.ht owner. 

-This: library afforded me .the. means of improYc- 
. m.ent... ' by . constant ■■ 'tudy, for which I set. apart an 
hour '„or . two each thus repair’d in some 

degree the loss_ offended atned education my father 
once intended! of its proprt eading was the only 
amusement I' conducted, and. I spent no" time in 
taverns, ga'Scription for the 3 f any kind and"' my 
industry inm minister or meehu’d as indefatigable as 
it was necess.,.us’d to visit me?hted for my printing- 
house ; I had le to attend^ h'nily coming on to be 
educated, 'and I h'^vOtevaiFctend with for business twO' 
printers, who were established in the place before 
me, 'My circumstances, however, grew daily easier. 
\My original habits of .frugality continuing, and my 

■ father ' having, among his instructions to me when a 
' boy,,. frequently repeated a proverb of Solomon, 

' ‘^’.^S'.ee.st.. thou a man dilige,nt in his calli.ng,'he shall 

■ stfnd before not stand before mean 

men.,’’ . I 'from thence considered industry as a means 
of obtaining wealth. and dis tine tiohj 'which- encourag’d . 
me, 'thofi did. not think, that I should ever literally 
stand before hin^s^ which, however, has since hap- 
pened; for 'I have stood before and even had 
the. honour -.of sitting down with one, : the King of 
Denmark, to dinner. 

. .' .:We'^ an English, proverb that says, He that 
: would .thrive^ must ask his wifed^ ■ It was .lucky for 
me - that. I had one as much dispos’d, to industry a'nd 
frugality as myself. She assisted me cheerfully in 
my business, folding and stitching pamphlets, tend- 
ing shop, purchasing old linen rags for the paper- 
makers, etc., etc. We kept no idle servants, our 
table was plain and simple, our furniture of the 
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cheapest^ FoLdnstance, my breakfast' was a long 
time bread and milk (no tea), and I ate, it out o,f a 
twopenny earthen porringer, with a pewter spoon* 
But mark how luxury wiU enter families, and make 
a progress, in spite of principle: being calfd one 
morning to breakfast, I found it m a Chichi' ' bowl, 
with a spoon of silver ! They h u been, bought for 
me without my knowledcituLv,.,;' my wife, and had 
cost her the enormousdivert tK three-and-twenty 
shillings, for which ■ •quainted with or excuse or 
apology to make, but .,;v’d by strangers' her husband 
deservd a silver spoo telligent than pet as., .well as 
any of his neighbors e in other countrieS'' 8 t appear- 
ance of plate and C. t to sign the abo'" which after- 
ward, in a course of y 'oe binding OD-*aIth increas’d, 
augmented gradually i. w''B»*ock^.priidred. pounds in 
value. 

I had been religiously educated as a ,Presby- 
terian; and tho’ some o-f the dogmas of that per- 
suasion, such . as the eternal decrees of God^ election^ 
reprobation^ etc.^ appeared to me unintelligible, others 
doabtful, and I early absented myself from the 
public ' assemblies of the sect, Sunday being my 
studying day, 1 never was without some religious 
principles. I never, doubted, for instance, the 
existence of. the Deity 5 that he made the world, and 
gO'Vern’d- it by his Providence ; that the most accept- 
able,, service of 'God.' was, the doing good to man; 
that .our souls are immortal ; and that all crime will 
be punished, and virtue rewarded, either here ''Or 
hereafter. ,These I esteem’d the essentials of every 
,.re.iigion; and, being to be found in ail the ■' religions 
we had in our country, I respected them all, tho’ 
with different degrees of respect, as I found them 
more or less mix’d with other articles, which, with- 
out any tendency to inspire, promote, or cod firm 
morality, serv’d principally to divide us, and make 
us unfriendly to one another. This respect to all, 
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witli an opinion ■ that the worst Ha.,', some good, 
elFectSy induced me to' avoid, all discourse that might 
tend to lessen the good opinion another might have 
of his own religion ; and as, -our province iiiereas’d 
in people, and new places of worship were continually , 
wanted, and, generally erected by voluntary contri- . 
butiorij my mite for such purpose, whatever might ' 
be the sect, was never refused. 

Tlio’ I seldom attended any, public worship, I had 
still an opinion of its propriv, ^ % and of its utility 
when rightly conducted, and i regularly paid my 
annual subscription for the support of the only 
Presbyterian minister or meeting we had in Phila- 
delphia. He us^d to visit me s^- , etimes as a friend, 
and admonish me to attend .administrations, and I 
was nowand then prevail’d do so, once for live 
Sundays successively. Had he been in my opinion 
a good preacher, perhaps I might have continued, 

„ notwithstanding the occasion I had for the Sunday’s 
leisure in my course of study ; but his discourses 
were-nhiefly, either polemic arguments, or ^explica- 
tions of the peculiar doctrines of our sect, and were 
all: to me very dry, uninteresting, ■. and unedifying, 

... since not a single moral principle was inculcated or 
enforc’d, their aim seeming to be rather to make us 
Presbyterians than good citizens. ' 

At length he took for his text that verse of the 
fourth chapter of Philippians, Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, or 
of good report, if there be any virtue, or any praise, think 
on these things F And I imagin’d, in a sermon on such 
a text, we could not miss of having some morality. 
But he confin’d himself to five points only, as meant 
,.,.,by. tile /apo.s tie, viz. : ,1. Keeping 'holy -the Sabbath 
day.' 2', Bein.g: diligent in reading the holy- Scrip- 
tures. ..J.;, Attending du.ly the. pub'lick worship.,. 
4. Partaking of the Sacrament. .5. Paying a due.' 
respect to Go-d’s. ministers. /'These 'might be all good ■ 
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thiogs ; but, as ..they-" were not the kind of good things 

■ that I expected from that text, I despaired of . ever 
.-. meeting with them from' any other, was disgusted, 

and -attended his -preaching no more., I had' some 

■ years be-fore compos’d a little Liturgy, .or form .of 
p.rayer, for my own private use . (viz.,, in 1728), 
entitled, Articles of Belief and Acts of Religion. I 
return’d to the use of this, and went no more to the 

. public assemblies. My conduct might be blameabie, 
but I leave it, without attempting farther to excuse 
- it 5 my present purpose being to relate facts, and not 
. to make apologies for them. 

' It was about this time I conceiv’d, the bold' and 
arduous project of arriving at moral perfection. I 
-wish’d to live without committing any fiuk at 'any 
time -;..! would conquer all that either natural incli- 
'.. nation, custom, or company might lead me into. .'As- 
.-I,.; knew, or '...thought I knew, what -. was right - and 
wrong, I did. not see why I might not always ' do the -: 
one : and .avoid the other. . But I -soon foun-dl'-had ^ 
undertaken a task of more difficulty than ^ I had 
.- ..imagined. , While my care was employ’d in giiard-*^ ■ 
....ing.,' against -"one fault, I was ofte'n surprised ^ by 
another habit 'took', the advantage of inattentionV 
.- 'inciination was-eometimes . too strong- for reason. I 
.:. concluded,, .at length, , that the., mere spec!J.lative con- 
viction that it was our interest to be completely 
virtuous, was not sufficient to prevent our slipping 5 
and that the contrary habits must be broken, and 
good ones acquired and established, before we can 
have any dependence on a steady, uniform rectitude 
of conduct. For this purpose I therefore contrived 
the following method. 

'fiJii the various enumerations of the moral virtues I 
had met with in my reading, I found the catalogue 
,more or less numerous, as different writers included 
more, or fewer ideas- under the same name. Tem- 
perance, for-example, was by some conlioed to eating 
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. . and drinking, „ wMle" by' otliers, it -was ■ extended tc 
mean ‘the moderatiog, every, other pleasure, appetite, , 
incJ illation, or, passion, hodily or. mental, even to our 
av.arice, and ambition. ' .1 propos’d, to my seif, . for the 
sake of. dearness,, , to use rather more names,- with 
■fewer: ideas an,nex’d to each, than a few 'names with' 
more ideas ; and J included under thirteen 'names, of 
virtues all that , at that time occurr’d to me as neces- 
sary or, desirable, and annexed to each a short precept, 
which fully express’d the extent I gave to its meaning. 

These names of virtues, with their precepts, were : 

I. Temperance. 

Eat not to dullness 5 drink not to elevation. 

2 . Sl,LENCE. 

Speak", not but what may benefit others or yoll^- 
'■selfp,'',avpid,■t^i^^mgconve^sation.■ 

. 3. Order. ' 

, ' Let ali your thiiigs, have their- 'places let each 
• part ;,of your" business ha've its time. 

4. Resolution.-, ; 

Resolve to perform what you ought perform' 

, without fail what you resolve. 

5. Frugality. . 

expense but, -to do good '.to others-' or 

;,yo,u,rseif y ^ 

, -y^ 6. Industry.. 

,, ■ , Lose ' no time;;,.,: he' ,'always ■/employ’d In something ' 
..useful ; ,eiit ■o:ff ;ali „uonecessary; actions. . -V" .. ..-h', ■ . 
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7. Sincerity* 

Use no hurtful deceit ; think innocently and justly^ 
and» if yon . speak, speak accordingly* 

,8. Justice* 

Wrong none by doing injuries,; or omitting the 
beneiits that are your duty. 

9. Moderation* 

Avoid extreams 5 forbear resenting injuries so 
much as you think they deserve* 

10, Cleanliness. 

. Tolerate, no uncleanliness in body, cloaths, or 
habitation* 

II. Tranquillity. 

Be not disturbed at trifles, or at accidents com- 
mon or unavoidable. 

12. Chastity. 

■ Rarely use venery but for health or oifspriiig, 
.never to Aulness, weakness, or the injury of your 
own or another’s peace or reputation. 

13. Humility, 

Imitate Jesus and Socrates. 

My intention being to acquire the Zw/vVw/^ of all 
these virtues, I judg’d it would be well not to dis- 
tract my attention by attempting the whole at once, 
but to fix it on one of them at a time ; and, when I 
should be master of that, then to proceed to another, 
and so on, till I should have gone thro’ the thirteen t 
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as the previous acquisition of some might 
facilitate the acquisition of certain others/I arranged 
them with that view, as they ^stand above. Tem- 
perance' first, as it tends to procure'. that coolness 
and clearness of head, which is so necessary where 
constant vigilance was to be kept up, and guard 
maintained ^ against the unremitting attraction/ of 
ancient habits, and the force of perpetual temptations. 
This being acquir'd and establish'd. Silence would 
be more easy 5 and my desire being to gain know- 
ledge at^the same time that I improv'd in virtue, and 
considering that in conversation it was obtain'd 
rather by the use of the ears than of the tongue, 
and therefore -wishing to break a habit I was getting 
into of prattling, punning, and joking, which only 
made me acceptable to trifling company, I gave 
Silence the second place. This and the next, Order, 

I expected would allow me more time for attending 
to my project and my studies. Resolution, once 
become habitual, would keep me' . firm in my 
endeavors to obtain all the subsequent virtues 5 
Frugality and Industry freeing me from my remain- 
ing debt, and producing aifluence and independence, 
would make more easy the practice of Sincerity and 
Justice, etc, etc. Conceiving then, that, agreeably 
to ^ the advice of Pythagoras in his Golden Verses, 
daily examination would be necessary, I contrived the 
following method for conducting that examination. 

I made a little book, in which I allotted a page 
for each of the virtues. I rul’d each page with' red 
ink, so as to have seven columns, one for each day 
of the week, marking each column with a letter for 
'the day. ,I cross'd these columns with thirteen red 
lines, marking the beginning of each line with the' 
first letter of one of the virtues, on which' line, and 
in, its proper column, I might. mark,. by -a little black 
spot, eve.ryTauit I found upon examination to have’ 
been committed respecting that virtue upon that day., 
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Form of the pages. 
TEMPERANCE. 


EAT NOT TO DULKESS ; 
DRINK NOT : TO ELEVATION. 


1 — 

S. 

M. 

■ T. ' 

W'. . 

T. 

F. ■, 

s. 

T. 








S. 

* 





* 


o 

* * 

•K- 





* 

R. 



* 



* 


F, 





* 



I 



* 





S. 








J. 








M. 








c. 








T. 








C. 






! 


H. 
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I determined to give a week’s strict attention to 
each of the virtues successively. Thus^ in the first 
week, my great guard was to avoid every the least 
'offence against Temperance^ leaving the other vir- 
tues to their ordinary chance, only marking every 
evening the faults of the day. Thus, if in the first 
week I could keep my first line, marked T, clear of 
spots, I suppos’d the habit of that virtue so much 
strengthen’d, and its opposite weaken’d, that I might 
venture extending my attention to include the next, 
and for 'the following week keep both lines clear of 
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..spots* Proceediog, .,tliiis,.,to .'tlie'.last,, I co.uld go 
thro^. a course comp.ieat in thirteen weeks,, and .four 
courses in. a; year. And like Mm who,, having, a 
garde.n to; :weed^ not attempt, -to 'eradicat.e' all 
the bad herbs at once, which would exceed his reach 
and his strength, but works on one of the heds at a 
time, and, having accomplish’d the first,, proceeds to 
a second, so I should have, I hoped, the encourag- 
ing pleasure of seeing on my pages the progress I 
made in virtue, by clearing successively my lines 
of their spots, till in the end, by a number of courses, 
i should be happy in viewing a dean book, after a 
thirteen weeks’ daily examination. 

This my little book had for its motto these lines 
from Addison’s Cato : 


Here will ! hold. If there’s a power above us' 

(And that there is, ail nature cries aloud 
Thro’ ail her works), Ke must delight in virtue ; 

And that which he delights in must be happy,” 

: Another .from Cicero, " 

« 0.vitse Phil'osophia dux ! O virtutum indagatrix expiiltrixque 
yitionimi .Unus dies, bene et 'ex prseceptis tuis actus, peccant! 
Immortalkati est. antepohendus, ” 

, Another from the Proverbs of Solomon, speaking 
of. w.isdo.m or virtue j " 


Length of days 
riches and honour, 
her paths a.re peace 


her right hand, and in her left hand 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and ail 


And conceiving' God to be the fountain of wisdom, 
I thought it right and necessary to solicit his assist- 
ance for obtaining it ; . to this . -end 1 . formed the 
following little prayer, which , was prefix’d tO' my 
tables of examination, for daily use, 

Goochsss/ hountlf til -Father f merciful Quidei Increase 
m me,.jkat^ wisdom : which ducmers. my truest interest* Sirettgiken my 
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Ti^sshfims to perform *what that ivhdom dictates. Accept my kind ojfices 
to iky other children as the only return in my potver for thy continual 
favours to me. ” 

I used .also sometimes a little prayer which I took 
from Thomsoii’s Poems, viz. : 

«« Father of light and life- thou Good Supreme I 
O teach me what is good ; teach me Thyself I 
Save me from folly, vanity, and vice, 

From every low pursuit ; and fill my soul 

With knowledge, conscious peace, and virtue pure ; 

Sacred, substantial, never-fading bliss! 

The precept of Order requiring that every part 
of my business should have its allotted tirne^ one page in 
my little book contain’d the following scheme of 
employment for the twenty-four hours of a naturai 
day. 


The Morning. 

Ouesiton. What good shall 
I do this day ? 


Rise, wash, and address, Pcjw- 
erfid Goodness ! Contrive .day^s 
j-business, and take the resolu- 
tion of the day ; prosecute the' 
J present study, and breakfast. 


Noon. 


Evening. 


Qisesfmn, What good have Ti 
done to-day? | 


j^'-Work. 

iij 

Read, or overlook my ac- 
.ij counts, and dine. 

■J "Work. 

sJ 

1*6 ^ Put things iri their places, 
f y [Supper, .Music or- diversion, 
j or conversation. Exaiiiiiiatlon 
J of the day. 


ISieep* 


NiGliT. 
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I enter’d upon the execotion' of this, plan for self- 
examination, and continued with'oecasional inter- 
missions , for :Some time. ■ I was -surpris’d to .find 
myself so much fuller of faults than I had imagined ; 
but I had the .satisfaction of seeing .'- them diminish. 
To avoid the trouble of renewing now and then my 
little book, which, by scraping out- the marks on the 
paper of old faults to make rQom'for new ones in a 
new course, ' became full of holes, I transferrM my 
tables and precepts to the ivory leaves of a memo- 
randum book, on which the lines were drawn with 
red ink, that made a durable stain, and on those 
lines I mark’d my faults with a black-lead pencil, 
wliicli marks I could easily wipe out with a wet 
sponge. After a while I went thro’ one course only 
in a year, and afterward only one, -in several , years, 
tiiiat length I omitted them entirely, being employ’d 
ill: voyages and business abroad,- with a multiplicity 
of affairs that interfered; but I always carried my 
little book with,, m.e. 

My scheme, D.fORD.ER, gave me the most trouble ; 
and I found that,, tho’ it. might be practicable, where 
a man’s business. .was such, as to leave him the dis-, - 
position of his time, .that of -a journeyman printer,' 
for instance, ;i.£ was not possible to ,be -exactly ob- 
served by a master, who must mix with the ^ world, 
and often receive people of business, 'at -their .own , 
.hours. Order ^ too, with regard to places for, things, 
papers, etc., I found extreamly difficult to.' acquire* 

I had not been early accustomed to it,., and, , having - 
an exceeding good memory, I was not- so, sensible 
,,of- .the. inconvenience attending want of method. 
-This, article, therefore, cost me so. much painful at-,'' 
tention, and my faults in it vexed me so much, and I 
made so little^ prog'ress in, amendment, and had such' 
.frequent relapses, that I 'was almost .ready to give 
up 'the. attempt,, and- eontent m.yseif 'with -a faulty 
character in , that 'respect,' like- .the man who, in b.uy- , 
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' mg^aii^ax of a .smith,, m}^ neighbour, desired ^to. have 
.'the' whole of its surface as bright as the edge* :'.The 
smith consented to grind it bright .'for himdf,:lie 
would turn the wheel -f: he turifd, v/hile the '.smith 
'■ press'd the 'broad face, of the ax 'iiard and... heavily 
on the '..stone, 'Which, made '.the turning.' of it 'very 
iatigiiing. The man 'Ca.me every now and . then 
from the. wheel- to see how the work went on, and 
at'length would- take his ax as it was, without far™ 
ther grinding. '"No," said the smith, “turn on, 
turn on ;-.we shall have it bright by-and-by ; as yet, 
it is only speckled." “ Yes," says - the man, “ M I 
think I lih a speckled ax bestP And I believe this 
■may have been- the case with many, who, , having, 

. for wa.nt- of some such, means as I employ'd, found 
the. difficulty, of obtaining good and breaking bad 
habits in other points of vice and virtue,, have given 
■' up ■ the -. struggle, and concluded', that -... “ a .... spechkd 
^ ax was hest^^ ; for something, that . p-re.tended to- .be 
'reason, was every now and then suggesti.o-g. to-..me- 
that such extream nicety as I exacted of myself 
might be a kind of foppery in morals, which, if it 
. were .known, .would make, me ridiculous..; that- a', 
perfect -character.: might be attended .with. the. i.ncGn.™.-. 
venience '-of .being .envied and hated;. an.d that a 
benevolent man should allow a few faults in himself, 
to keep his friends in countenance. 

In truth, I found myself incorrigible with respect 
to Order ; and now I am growm old, and my me- 
mory bad, I feel very sensibly the want of it. But, 
on the whole, tho’ I never arrived at the perfection 
I had been so ambitious of obtaining, but fell far 
short of it, yet I was, by the endeavour, a better and 
a happier man than I otherwise should have been 
if I had not attempted it 5 as those who aim at per* 
feet Writing by imitating the engraved copies, tho* 
they never reach the wishM-for excellence of those 


copies, ' their hand is mended by the 
' , Io6 
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and is' toIeraWe wMle V fair ; and 

legible^ 

It may be well • my posterity: . should , be , informed 
that to'tliis^iktie artificej witfcthe of Godj 

their -ancestor .ow’d the constant felicity of his life, 
down ' to , his. 79th year, in - which ^this; is,, written. 
What reverses may attend the- remainder is, in the 
hand '. of' Providence ; but, if they arrive, the reflec- 
tion on past happiness enjoy’d ought ■ to help his 
bearing them with , more resignation. To Tempe- 
rance he ascribes his long-continued health, ■ and 
what is still left to him of a good constitution 5 to 
Industry and Frugality, the., early easiness of his 
circumstance's and acquisition of his fortune-, with all 
that , knowledge that enabled him to be a useful citi- 
zen,' and obtained for him ' some degree , of reputation 
■among ' the .learned I to Sincerity • and Justice, the 
confidence, . of his country, and the honorable em- 
ploys it , conferred upon him ; and to the joint iii:flu«» 
'•eiice- of,.,the' "'whoIe ',mass of the virtues, even in the 
imperfect state he , was able , , to,, acquire -tiiem> , all that 
evennessvof' , temper, and that ■ cheerfulness iii' co.n- 
versation, -which makes his company - -still sought 
fo:r,, '.'and, .''agreeable' even to his - younger- acquaint- 
ance. I' -hope, 'therefore, that ., some of -my descend- 
'ants may follow ,the'ex,ample and reap, the' benefit. . ,■. 

' It wiii-.fae. remark’d that, tho’ my scheme was not 
'wholly without religion, there was in it no-mark,,of, 
any of the distiiigiiishing tenets of any particular 
sect. I had purposely avoided- them ; for,, being 
fully persuaded of the utility and excellency of my 
method, and that it might be serviceable to people 
in all religions, and intending some time or other to 
publish it, I would not have any. thing in it, that 
should prejudice any one, of. any^sect, against it. 
I purposed writing a little comment '-on' each virtue^ 
in which I would have shown -.the. advantages of 
possessing it, and the mischiefs /a-tt ending- its oppo- 
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site vice; and I should have called my book The 
Art OF Virtue/ because it would have shown the 
means and manner of obtaining virtue,, which would 
have distinguished it from the mere exhortation to 
be .good,, that does not instruct and ' indicate the 
means, but is like the apostle^s man of verbal 
charity, who only without showing to the naked 
and hungry how or where they might get clothes or 
victuals, exhorted them to be fed and clothed.— 
James ii. ■ 15, 1 6. 

But it so happened that my intention of writing 
and publishing this comment was never fulfilled. I 
did, indeed, from time to time, put down short hints 
of the sentiments, reasonings, etc., to be made use 
of in it, some of which 1 have still by me ; but the 
necessary close attention to private ' business in the 
earlier part of my life, and public business since, ha.ve 
occasioned my postponing it; for, it being con- 
nected in my mind with a great and extensive pro-- 
ject, that required the whole man to execute, and 
which an unforeseen succession of employs pre- 
vented my attending to, it has hitherto remainhi 
uniinishM. 

- In this piece it was my design to explain and 
enforce .this doctrine, that vicious actions are not 
hurtful because they are forbidden, but forbidden 
because they are hurtful, the nature of man alone 
.considered 5 .that it was, therefore, every one^s in-' 
terest to be virtuous who wish’d to be. happy: even ■. 
in this. wo.rld ; and I should, from this circumstance 
(there being ..always in the world a number: of rich, 
.merchants, nobility, states, and princes, who have 
need' of honest instruments for the manage me:ot of 
their affairs, and such being so rare), haVe endea- 
vored to convince young persons that no qualities 
were so likely to make a poor man’s fortune as those 
of probity and integrity. 

1 Nothing so ilkeiy to make a man's fortune as virtue,— note, 
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My list of virtues coatain’d'at first but twelve'; 
but a 'Quaker friend hard'iig kindly informed me that 
I was geiieraily thought proud; that my pride 
showed itself frequently in ■. conversation '; that I was 
not content with being in the right when discussing 
any pointj but was overbearing, and' rather insolent,' 
of which he convince me by mentioning several 
instances ; ' I determined endeavouring to cure myself, 
if I could, of this vice or folly among the rest, and 
I added Humility to my list, giving an ' extensive 
meaning to the word. ' 

I cannot boast of much success in acquiring the 
reality of this virtue, but I had' a good deal with, 
regard to the appearance of it. I made it a rule to 
forbear all direct contradiction to the sentiments of 
others, and all positive assertion of my own. I even 
forbid myself, agreeably to the .old laws of our 
Junto, the use of every word or expression' in the 
language ' that imported a fix’d opinion, . such as 
^ certainly, \mdoubtedly ^ . etc. ^ and I.. adopted, instead 
of them, . / conceive, I apprehend, or I .imagine ■' z 
thing 'to 'be so or so; or- it so appears to me at pre-* 
sent^ : When another asserted something - that I 
thought an ' error, I deny’d myself the 'pleasure of 
contradicting ' him abruptly, and of showing imme- ' 
diately, some absurdity in his proposition; and iU " 
answering I began by observing that in certain cases ' 
or circumstances his opinion would be right, but in 
the present case there appeared or seemed to me 
some diiference, etc. I soon found the advantage 
of this change in my manner; the conversations I 
engag’d in went on more pleasantly. The modest 
way ill which I propos’d my opinions procur’d them 
a .readier reception . and less 'Contradiction ; I had 
less mortiiicatioii when I was found to be in the 
wrong, and I m'Ore easily . prevail’d with others to 
give' up .their mistakes and join with me when I 
happe.iied. to:'be,i,n the right. 
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.'.And this .mode, which lat .first put on with some 
Tioience to natural .incilnation, became at iength :so 
:easy, .and so habitual to me,, that perhaps , for, '.these 
fifty years past -no one .has ever heard a dogmatiGal 
expression escape me. And to this habit (after my 
character of integrity) I. think it. principaliy .owing 
that I had early so much weight with .my fellow- 
citizens when I proposed new institutions, or altera- 
tions in the old, and so much influence in public 
councils when I became a member for I was but 'a 
bad speaker, never eloquent, subject to much hesi- 
tation in my choice of words, hardly correct in. lan- 
guage, and yet I generally carried my . points, 

■ In ^ reality, there is, perhaps, no one of our natural 
pas.siQns.....so. hard to subdue zs....fride.. . Disguise it, 
strugg.le with it, beat it down, stifle it, mortify it as 
much as one pleases, it is still alive, and will every 
now and then peep out and show itself 5 you will see ■ 
it, perhaps, often in this' history 5 for,, even, if I could 
conceive that I had compleatly overcome it, I should 
probably be proud of my humility. 

■v :.[Thus far written at Passy, 1784.] 




am now about to wrke at home^ Augusts 1788 , Ind 
/can not, iave the help expected from my papers ^ many 
' -af them being lost in the war, I have, however, 
found the following/^'\ ^ 


Having ineEtioned a great and extensive project which 
I had conceiv’d, it seems proper that some account 
should be here given of that project and its object. 
Its first rise in my mind appears in the following 
iittie'paper, 'accidentally preserv’d, viz. ; 

. Observations on my reading history, in Library, 

. May . 19th,,, 1731/ 

, f ^ That the great affairs of. the world, the wars, ^ 
revolutions, etc., are carried on and. affected by 

.■'parties..,,':', , , . 

^ these parties, is.- their present' 

, general'. interest, or what they take to be such. 

: That 'the different views' of . these different ; 
parties, occasio.E ' all confusion. j 

That wMle.,.a_partj Js_carryin^^^^^ a general; 
design, each man has .his . .particnlar private, interest .. 
,in„yie\v. :: ■■■.■••■■■■■ 

That, as ,,so.Qn... as.. a..^ party ..,has,^.....gain’d .its. general 
point, each member becomes intent upon' his par- 
' ticular. interest; , which, , ...thwarting..,. .Q..thers,,,., .breaks 
that party into divisions, ■ and. occasions ' more, .con- 
fusion.' , ' 

That few in public affairs act from a meer view 
of the good of,, their, country, , whatever , they may 
pretend ; and,^ tho’ their ,, actings .'bring real goo-d to 
their ' country^. ■ yet , men ■, prim.arily 'considered rliat 
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tlieir own and their country's interest was united y 
and did not act- from a principle of benevolence* 

. That fewer still, in public affairs, act with a 
view to the good of mankind* 

There seems to me at present to be great occa- 
sion for raising a United Party for Virtue, by form- 
ing the virtuous and good men of all nations into a 
regular body, to be govern^ by suitable good and 
wise rules, which good and wise men may probably 
be more unanimous in their obedience to, than com- 
mon people are to common laws. 

I at present think that whoever attempts this 
■aright, and is well qualified, can not fail of pleasing 
God, and of meeting with success. B. 

Revolving this project in my mind, as to be 
undertaken hereafter, when my circumstances should 
afford me the necessary leisure, I put dov/n from 
time to time, on pieces of paper, such thoughts as 
Gccurr’d to me respecting it. Most of these are 
lost I but I find one purporting to be the substance 
■of an intended creed, containing, as I thought, the 
essentials of every known religion, and being free of 
every thing that might shock the professors of any 
■religion. It is express’d in these words, viz. : 

■. That there is one God, who, made all things. 

■ That he governs the world by his providence. 
■*fThat he oug.ht to be worshiped by adoration, 
prayer, and thanksgiving. 

^ But that the most acceptable .service of God .is 
doing good to man. 

That the soul is immortal. 

• .;■ And that. God will certainly reward virtue and 
punish vice, either here or hereafter.” ^ 

My ideas at that time were, that the sect should 
be begun and spread at first among young and single 

^ In the Middle Ages, Franklin, if such a phenomenon as 
Franklin were possible-in the 'Middle Ages, would probably have 
been the founder of a monastic order. — B. 
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men only; that each person to be initiated shoiild 
not only declare his assent to such creed, but should 
have ' exercised himself with the' thirteen weeks^ 
examination and practice of the virtues, as in the 
^ before-mention^' model ; that the existence of such 
a society should be kept a secret, till it was become 
considerable, to prevent _ solicitations for the admis- 
sion of improper persons, but that the members 
should each of them search among his acquaintance 
for ingenuous, well-disposed youths, to whom, with 
prudent ■ caution, the scheme should be gradually 
communicated ; that the members should engage to 
afford their advice, assistance, and support to each 
other in promoting one another’s interests, business, 
and advancement in life ; that, for distinction, we 
should be call’d The Society of the Free and Easy; 
free, as being, by the general practice and habit 
of the virtues, free from the dominion of vice ; and 

particularly by the practice of .industry, and frugality, 

free from debt, which exposes a man to confiaemerit, : 
and ; a species' of ' slavery to 'his' creditors.'. 

This; is“‘''as m'uch as 'I can now recollect" of the 

project, except that I communicated it in part to two 
young men,, who adopted it with some enthusiasm ; 
but my then narrow circumstances, and the neces- 
sity I, was under of sticking close to my business, 
occasion’d my postponing the further prosecution 
of it at that time ; and my muldfarious occupations, 
public and private, induc’d me to continue postpon- 
ing, so that it has been omitted till I have no longer 
strength or activity left sufficient for such an enter- 
prise ; tho’ I am still of opinion that it was a 
.practicable scheme, and might havebee.n very useful, 

: by , . forming a great number of good citizens ; ■ and 
I was not discourag’d by the seeming magnitude of 
the .undertaking, as 'I. have always thought that.„ope 
Eiaa.'.of : .tolerable: .....abilities,, -may .work great cliange.s,. 
a'iid accomplish great affairs , among' mankind, if he.: 
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first forms,a*-good plan, and, cutting off all amuse-^ 
mcnts or other employments that would diyert his 
attention, makes the execntion of that same plan his 
sole study and business. 

Ill 1732 Ifirst pabiishM my Almanack, under: the 
name of Richard^ Saunders it was CGntinu;’d by 
me about twenty-live years, commonly calFd Poor 
Richard^ s Alma?iach I endeavored to make it both 
entertaining and useful, and it accordingly came to 
be in such demand, that I reap’d considerable profit 
from it, vending annually near ten thousand. And 
observing that it was generally read, scarce any 
neighborhood in the province being without it, I 
consider’d it as a proper vehicle for conveying 
instruction among the common people, who bought 
scarcely any other books \ I therefore filled all the 
little spaces that occurr’d between the ■ remarkable 
days in the calendar with proverbial sentences, 
cliiefiy such as inculcated industry and frugality, as 
thC' means of procuring wealth, and thereby, securing 
■ virtue y, it. -being more difficult for a man in want, 
to act always honestly, as, to use here one of those 
proverbs, d is hard for an empty sack to sia?jd upright. 

: .These proverbs, which contained t.he wisdom of 
many ages and nations, I assembled and form’d into 
■a.:Connected discourse prefix’d to the ■ Almanack of 
1757,^ aS:. the diarangue. of a wise old man to the 
people -./attending ■ an auction. , The bri.ngiiig . .ail 
these scatter’d counsels thus into a focus enabled 
them to make greater impression. The piece, being 
universally approved, was copied in ail the news- 
papers of the Continents reprinted in Britain on a 
broad side, to be stuck up in houses ; two transla- 
tions were made of it in French, and great numbers 
bought by the clergy and gentry, to distribute gratis 
among their poor parishioners and tenants. In 
Pennsylvania, as it discouraged useless expense in 
foreign superfluities, some thought it had its share 
114 
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I' of influence in ' producing , that' growing plenty of 

i money which was'' observable for several years after 

its pubiicatiom. 

I ..'.considered my newspaper, also, as another 
. mean.s '..of cornmnnicatiiig instruction,' and in that 
I view frequently reprinted in it extracts from the 

ij Spectator, and other moral writers-; and sometimes 

I ‘ publish’d little pieces of my own, which had been 

I first compos’d for reading m our Junto. Of these 

,j are a Socratic dialogue, tending to prove that, what- 

:,j ever might be his parts and abilities, a vicious man 

j‘ could not properly be called a man of sense ; and a- 

1 - discourse on self-denial, showing that virtue was 

ii not secure till its practice became a habitude, and 

.[ was free from the opposition- of contrary inclina- 

h tions. These may be found in the papers about the 

I beginning of 1735. 

I ■ In the conduct of my newspaper, I carefully 

, excluded ail libelling and personal abuse, which' is 
. of 'late years become so disgraceful ■ to our country. 

. Whenever I was solicited to insert any thing of that 
ldiid,.an.d--the.. writers pleaded, as they .generally did, 

■ the liberty of the press, and that a newspaper was 

i' like a stage-coach, in which any one who would pay 

"S'. had. a right to. a. place, my answer was, that I would 

.print 'the piece, separately if desired, and the author 
might have as many copies as he pleased to distribute 
himself, but that I would not take upon me to spread' 

: his detraction; and that, having contracted "with 
my subscribers to furnish them with what might 
■ be .either useful or- entertaining, I could not fill their 
i':- : . papers, -with private altercation, in which they" -had 
GO concern, without doing them manifest injustice. 
...-Now,- .many of our, printers- make ■ no 'Scruple of 
. .' ' gratifying, the. .malice of . individuals --by false -accusa-" 
.tions- of the ..fairest characters among'--' ourselves, 
augmenting animosity even to the producing of 
duels ; and are, moreover, so indiscreet as to 
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scurrilous 

boring may^be attended with the 

UStioOQ-i EiilCSp y 'T^l-.cc^ tliirstTc; T m©!!** 

F™“7 

ifonVofr; journey.... to Charles- 

ton, South Carolina, where a printer was wanting 
I furnish’d him with a press and letters, on _an 
agreement of partnership, by which I was to receive 
ofelird of the profits of the business, paying one- 
third of the expense. He was a man of learning, 
and honest but ignorant in matters of account 5 and, 
tho’ he sometimes made me remittances, I coul 
no account from him, nor any smisfactory state 
partnership while he lived, _ On his decease, 
business was continued by his wicow,^who, 
born and bred in Holland, where, as i have 
inform’d, the knowledge of accounts makes 
part of female education, she not only sent me 
as clear a state as she could find of the transactions 
ast but continued to account with the gieatest 
regularity and exactness every quarter arterwarus 
and managed the business witn such success', tm.u 
she not only brought up reputably a family of cm.- 
dr^rbut, It the expiration of the term, was able to 
purchase of me the printing-house, ana esuaDLsh hci 

mention this affair chiefly for the sake of re- 
commending that branch of education for our young 

females, as likely to be of “f “et 

their children, in case of widowhood, than eit! .r 
sic or dancing, by preserving them from los.es 
Jmnnsition of crafty men, and enabling them to 
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coiitimiej perhapSj a profitable- mercantile houses 
with established correspondence, till a son is grown 
up fit to undertake and go on with it,- to the lasting 
advantage and enriching of the family. 

About the' year 1734 there arrived among us 
from Ireland a young Presbyterian preacher, named 
Hemphill, -who delivered with a good voice, and 
apparently extempore, most excellent discourses, 
which drew together considerable numbers of dif- 
ferent persuasions, who join’d in admiring them. 
Among the rest, I became one of his constant 
hearers, his sermons pleasing me, as they had little 
of the dogmatical kind, but inculcated strongly the 
practice of virtue, or what in the religious stile are 
called good works. Those, however, of our con- 
gregation, who considered themselves as orthodox 
Presbyterians, disapprov’d his doctrine, and were 
join’d ' by most of the old clergy, who' arraign’d 
him of heterodoxy before the synod, in order to 
have him silenc’d. 1 became his zealous partisan, 
and contributed all I could to raise a party in his, 
favour, and we combated for him a while with some 
liopeS' of success. There was much scribbling pro 
and con upon the occasion 5 and finding that, tho’ 
an elegant preacher, he was but a poor writer, I 
lent him my pen and wrote for him two or three 
pamphlets, and ' one piece in the Gazette of April, 
1735. Those pamphlets, as is generally the case 
with controversial writings, tho’ eagerly read at the 
time, were soon out of vogue, and I question 
whether a single copy of them now exists. 

During the contest an unlucky occurrence hurt 
'his , cause exceedingly. One of our adversaries 
having heard him preach a sermon that was ■ much 
admired, thought he had somewhere read the sermon 
before, or at least a part of it. On search, he found 
that, p,art quoted at length, in one of the ,, British 
Reviews, ,from discourse of Dr Foster’s. T.iiis 
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detection . gave, many of our party ■. disgust, , who 
. accordingly abandoned his, cause,' and occasion’d 
our more speedy discomfiture in the synod. . I' 
stuck by him, however, as I, rather approv'ii..his 
giving us good sermons compos’d by others,, than 
bad ones of his own manufacture, tho’ the; latter 
was the practice of oui' common teachers. He 
afterward acknowledg’d to me that none of those 
he preach’d were his own 5 adding, that his memory 
w^as such as enabled him to retain and repeat any 
sermon after one reading only. ■ On our defeat, he 
left us in search elsewhere of better fortune, and 
I quitted the congregation, , never joining it after, 
tho’ I continu’d many years my subscription for , the 
support of its ministers. 

■ I had begun in 1733 to , study languages ; I soon 
made myself so much a master of the French, as to 
■be able to read' the books with ease,. I then under- 
took the Italian.,, An acquaintance, who was also 
learning it, us’d often to tempt me to play chess 
with him. Finding ^this took up too much of the 
time I had to spare for study, I at length refus’d , to 
play any more, unless on this condition, 'that -the 
victor in ■ every game; should have a right to impose 
a task, either in parts' of the grammar , to , be got 
by heart, or in- translations, etc., , which' tasks the 
vanquish’d was- to perform up, on honour, before, our 
next meeting, As we' play’d pretty,, equally, we 
.thuS'' ..beat one another into 'that language. I after- 
, wards with a little painstaking,. .acquir’d as.,. much of 
the Spanish as to read their books aivSo. 

I have already mention’d that I had only one 
year’s instruction in a Latin school, and that when 
very young, after which I neglected that language 
entirely. But, when I had attained an acquaintance 
with the French, Italian, and Spanish, I -was sur- 
priz’d "to. find, on looking over a Latin Testament, 
that I understood so much more of that language 
’ ■ ■- ; I18 
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.tlian I had imagin.,ed,. which encouraged me to, apply 
myself again to the. study 'of It, .and I met. with more 
success., as those preceding.' languages^, had .. greatly.' 
s'mootlf d' tiiy way. ,, 

„ From, .'these circumstances, I have thought .that 
there ..is ■s.o.me inconsistency in our, common mode of 
teaching languages. We are told that it is' proper 
to begin first with the Latin,' and, having acquir’d 
that, it will ' be more easy to attain those modern 
languages which are deriv’d from it-; and yet we 
do not begin with the Greek, in order more easily 
to acquire the ■ Latin. It is true that, if you can 
clamber and get to the top of a staircase.' without 
using the steps, you will more easily gain them in 
descending ; but certainly, if you begin .with the 
lowest you will with more ease ascend to the top-; 
and I would therefore offer it to the consideration 
of those who superintend the education of our 
..'youths.-.:, whether, since . many of those w.ho ■ begin 
with, -the. Latin quit the same after, spending eome 
years '.without having made any great profi-Gieocy, 
.and, .what , 'they have learnt becomes ■ almost useless, 
SO' ..'that their time .has been lost, '.'it would" not, have 
been, ': better, to, have begun with, the French, ,. .pro.- 
ceediog to the Italian, etc.; for, tho’, after spending 
the ■ same , time, they - should quit the study of lan- 
guages,:: and never arrive at the Latin, they would, 
however, have acquired another tongue ■ or two, 
that, being in modern use, might be serviceable, to' 
them, in common life. 

- After ten years’ absence from Boston, and h-aviiig, 
.become easy in, my circumstances, I- made a journey 
thither to visit my relations, which I could not 
sooner well afford. In returning, I call’d at New- 
port to see my brother, then settled there with his 
printing-house. Our former differences were for- 
gotten, and our meeting was very cordial and affec- 
tionate. He was fast declining in his health, and 
II9 




BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

requested of me that, in case of his death, which 
he apprehended not far distant, I would take home 
his son, then but ten years of age, and bring him 
up to the printing ■ business. This I accordingly 
perform’d, sending him a few years to school before 
I took him' into the office. His mother carried on 
the business till he was grown up, when I assisted 
him with an assortment of new types, those of Ms 
father being in a manner worn out Thus it W'as 
that I made my brother ample amends for the service 
I had depriv’d him of by leaving him so early. 

In 1736 I lost one of my sons, a fine boy of four 
years old, by the small-pox, taken in the common 
way, I long regretted bitterly, and still regret that 
I had not given it to him by inoculation. This I 
mention for the sake of parents who, omit that 
operation, on the supposition that they should never 
forgive themselves if a child died under it;' my 
■example showing that the regret may be the same 
either way, and that, therefore, the safer should be 
chosen., ^ '■ 

. Our club, the Junto, was found so useful, and 
afforded .^ch satisfaction to the members, that 
■several wefvi desirous of introducing their , friends, 
which could not well be done without exceeding 
■what we. had settled as a convenient number, viz,,, 
twelve. - ..■ We had fr^ the beginning m.ade it a r'ule 
to- keep^ our institution oa secret, w.hich was pretty 
well observ’d ; the intention was to avoid applica- 
tions of improper persons for admittance, some of 
whom, perhaps,:' we might, find it difficult to refuse. 

I was one of those who were against any addition 
to our number, but, instead of it, made in writing a 
proposal, that every member separately should en- 
deavor to form a subordinate dub, with the same 
rules respecting queries, etc,, and without informing 
them of the connection with the Junto, The advan- 
tages proposed were, the improYement of so many 
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more young citizens by the use of our institutions ; 
our better acquaintance with the general sentiments 
of the inhabitants on any occasion, as the Junto 
member might propose what queries we should 
desire, and was to report to the Junto what pass’d 
in Ms separate club ; the promotion of our particular 
interests in business by more extensive recommen- 
dation, and the increase of our influence in public 
affairs, and our power of doing good by spreading 
thro’ the several clubs the sentiments of the Junto. 

The project was approv’d, and every member 
undertook to form his club, but they did not ail suc- 
ceed. Five or six only were compleated, which 
were called by different names, as the Vine, the 
Union, the Band, etc. They were useful to them- 
selves, and afforded us a good deal of amusement, 
information, and instruction, besides answering, in 
some considerable degree, our views of influencing 
the public opinion on particular occasions, of which 
I 'shali .give some instances in course of time as they 
happened.: 

My first promotion was my being chosen, in 
clerk of the General Assembly. . , The choice was , 
made ■ .that ' year without opposition ; but the year 
ibllowing, when I was again propos’d (the choice, 
like' that' of the members, being annual), a new 
member made a long speech against me, in order to . 
favour some other candidate. I was, however, 
chosen, which was the more agreeable to me, as, • 
besides the pay for the immediate service as clerk, 
the place gave me a better opportunity of keeping 
up an interest among the members, which secur’d ■ 
■' to. me, the business of printing the votes, laws, paper 
money, and other occasional jobbs for the public, 
that, on .the, whole, were very profitable. 

, Ttlierefore did .not like the opposition of thismew 
.member, who was a 'ge.ntleman of. fortune an.d edu- 
cation, with taients., that were likely to give him., in 
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timej : great influence in the House, which, indeed, 

■ afterwards iiappened. .1 did not, hov^eYer, aim: at 
gaining his ■ favour ^ by paying any servile respect to 
him,, blit, after some time, took this other method. 
Having heard. -that he had in his library a certain 
very scarce and curious book, I wrote a note to him, 
expressing my desire of perusing ■ that book, and 
requesting he would do me the favour of lending it 
to me for a few days. He sent it immediately,, and 
I , return’d it in about a week with another note, 
expressing strongly my sense of the favour. When 
we next met in the House, he spoke to me (which 
he had never done before), and with great civility 5 
and he ever after manifested a readiness to serve 
. 'me^ on. all occasions, so that we became great friends, 

' and our, friendship continued to his death. ■' , This is 
' another, instance of the truth of an old maxim I had 
. '■dearried,: which says, He that has once done you a kind'- 
'■ ness ■wili he more ready to . do you another y than he whom 
you yotrr self have ohltgedr And it sho.ws ho W' much 

■ ' more r profitable it is prudently to remove, than :to 
.... resent, Tetiirn, and continue inimical proceedings:. ' 

111 1737, Colonel Spotswood, late governor of 
postmaster-general, beiog.dissatis- 
^ fied, with the conduct of Ms deputy at .Phiiadelphia,, 

^ respecting, some negligence in rendering, and iiiex- 
^ -. ' aeti tilde of his accounts, took, from him. the commls- 
;.-.v..'sioo-and... offered it to me. I accepted it readily, aiid.', 

■ 0, found .it -of. great- ■adva.ntage ; for, tho’ the.. sa.laTy - 
was small, it facilitated the correspondence.. . tliat,-: 
improv’d -, my newspap-er, .increas’d . the .numbe.r cl.e*.: 

V -.-.'manded, as well as the advertisements to be, inserted, 
SO' that it came to, afford me a considerable, i.:iicome.- 
My old competitor’s newspaper declin’d proportioii- 
,, ..ably, and I was satisfy’d without retaliating his 
h ' (■' , refusal, while postmaster, to permit my papers being 

*1’ f hi 'p ' carried by the riders. Thus he suffer’d great!}* 
from Hs neglect in due accounting; and I iiiejiiioo 
■/ h- . ■ ■> . 122 
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it as a lesson , to those yo-ang . men wiiO' may . be 
employ^' in, managing affairs for others,/' that'' tliey 
shoiiM alv^aiys'.: render, acconn.ts.,.::., and ■.make., remit- 
.tances, with great clearness and p.unctnality. ; , The 
character of observing such a'. conduct is the most 
powerful of all recommendations to new employ- 
ments and increase of business. ' ^ 

I began now to turn my thoughts a little to public 
affiiirs, ‘ beginning, however, with small matters. 
The city watch was one of the first things that I 
conceivM to want regulation. It was managed, by 
the constables of the respective wards in turn y the 
constable warned a number of housekeepers to^ 
attend him for the night. Those who chose never 
to attend, paid him six shillings a year to be excus’d,, 
which, was suppos’d to be for hiring substitutes, but 
was, in reality, much more than was necessary for 
that purpose, and made the constableship a place of 
profit y and , the constable, for a little drink,- often got 
such- ragamuffins, about him as a.watch, that res.pect- 
.able/hoasekeepers did not choose .to. .mix', -with. 
Walking .the rounds,. ..too, was often^ neglected ^ and 
most of .the nights spent in tippling. ■ -I ...the,reupo,n 
wrote - a paper to be read in Junto, -representing 
these irregularities, but insis'ting more particularly 
on, .the inecyoality of this six-shilling tax of the con- 
stables, respecting the circumstances of those who 
paid it, since a poor widow houseke-eper, all whose 
property to be guarded by the watch- did not perhaps 
exceed the value of fifty pounds, paid as iniich as -the 
wealthiest merchant, who had thousands of poiiiids’ 
worth .of goods, in his stores. 

On the whole, I proposed as a more -.eiFectual 
watch, the hiring of proper .men .-to serve constantly 
lii that business y and as a m-ore- equitable , way of- 
supporting the charge, the lev-ying a tax that should 
be proporti m’d to the property. This idea, ..being, 
approv'ki by the junto, was communicated to. .the.. 
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other oliibs, but as arising in each of them ; ' and 
though the plan was not immediately carried into 
execution, yet, by preparing the minds of people for 
the change, it paved the way for the law obtained a 
few years after, when the members of our clubs 
were grown into more influence. 

About this time I wrote a paper (first to be read 
in Junto, but it was afterward published) on the 
different accidents and carelessnesses by which 
houses were set on fire, with cautions against them, 
and means proposed of avoiding them. This was 
much spoken of as a useful piece, and gave rise to a 
project, which soon followed it, of forming a com- 
pany for the more ready extinguishing of fires, and 
mutual assistance in removing and securing of goods 
when in danger.. Associates in this scheme were 
presently found, amounting to thirty. Oar articles 
of agreement oblig’d every member to keep always 
in good order, and fit for use, a certain number of 
leather buckets, with strong bags and baskets (for 
packing and .transporting of goods), which -were to 
be brought to every fire ; and we agreed to meet 
once,, a month and spend a social evening together, 
in discoursing and communicating such ideas as 
occurred to us upon the subject of fires, as might be 
useful in our conduct on such occasions. 

' .The , utility of this institution soon appeared, and 
many, more .desiring- to be admitted than we thought .. 
convenient for one company, they were advised to. 
form another,, .which was accordingly done ; and this 
went, on, one new company being formed after 
another, till they became' so 'numerous as to include 
most of the inhabitants who were men of property ; 
and now, at the time of my writing this, tho’ up- 
ward of fifty years since its establishment, that which 
I first formed, called the Union Fire Company, still 
subsists and flourishes, tho’ the first meii.bers are all 
deceas’d but myself and one, who is older by a year 
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than I am. The small lines that have been paid by 
members for absence at the monthly meetings have 
been applyM to the purchase of £re-engines, ladders, 
fire-hooks, and other useful implements for. each 
company, so that I question whether there is a city 
in the world better provided with the means of put- 
ting a stop to beginning conflagrations 5 and, in fact, 
since these institutions, the city has never lost by 
fire more than one or two houses at a time, and the 
flames have often been extinguished before the house 
in which they began has been half consumed. 

In 1739 arrived among us from Ireland the 
Reverend Mr Whitefield, who had made himself 
remarkable there as an itinerant preacher. He was 
at first permitted to preach in some of our churches ; 
but the clergy, takjng a dislike to, him, soon refus’d 
him their' pulpits, and Ee was oblig’d to preach in 
the fields. The multitudes of all sects and denomi- 
nations .that attended his sermons were enormous, 
and it was'' matter of speculation .to. me, who was 
one of the number, to observe the extraordinary in- 
fluence' of his oratory on his hearers, and how much 
they.' admir’d and respected him, notwithstanding his 
common abuse of them, by assuring them they were 
naturally half beasts and haf devils. It was wonder- 
ful to see the change soon made in the manners of 
our inhabitants. From being thoughtless or in- 
different about religion, it seem’d as if all the world 
were growing religious, so that one could not walk 
thro’ the town in an evening without hearing psalms 
sung in different families of every street. 

And it being found inconvenient to assemble in 
the . open, air, subject to its inclemencies, the build- 
ing of a house to meet in was no sooner propos’d, 
and persons appointed to receive contributions, but 
s.u.fficient sums were soon receiv’d to procure the 
ground , and . erect , the building, which was one. 
hundred .feet long and s'eventy broad, about the 8 'i.ze 
I..2S ' 
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of' Westminster Hall;- and- the work was carried on 
with such spirit as to be finished m a -much shorter 
time than could have been e'xpected. Both' house 
and'' ground were vested in trustees, expressly for 
the- use of any preacher ,of any religious persuasion 
who might desire to say something, to the people .at. 
Philadelphia; the design in building not being- to 
accommodate any particular sect, but the inhabitants 
in general ; so that even if the Mufti of Constanti- 
nople were to send a missionary to preach Moham- 
medanism to us, he would find a pulpit . at -his 
service. 

Mr Whitefield, in leaving us, went preaching ail 
the way thro’ the colonies to Georgia. The settle- 
ment of that province had lately been begun,, but, 
instead of being made with hardy, indiistrious- 
husbaiidmen, accustomed to labor, the only people 
fit for such an enterprise, it was with families of 
broken shop-keepers and other insolvent debtors, 
many of indolent and idle habits, taken out , of the 
jails, "who," being set down in the woods, unqualified 
for clearing land, and unable to endure the liard- 
. ships' of a new settlement, perished iii' numberSi^ 
leaving many helpless children unprovided for. The 
"si-ght of .their miserable situation inspir’d the benevo- 
lent heart of Mr Whitefield with the idea of build- 
ing" an Orphan: House there, in which they .might be 
-.supported and educated. Returning- northward., he 
preach’d up this charity, and made large collections, 
for his eloquence had a wonderful power over the 
hearts and purses of his hearers, of which I myself 
-..was an' ".instance. , 

I did not disapprove of the design, but, as Georgia 
was then destitute of materials and workmen, and 
it was proposed to send them from Philadelphia at a 
great expense, I thought it would have been better 
to have built the house here, and brought the 
children to it. , THis I advis’d ; but he wavS resolute 
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in his first projectj rejected my counsel, and I there- 
for refused to contribute, I' happened soon after to 
attend one: of his sermons, in the' course of which I 
perceived he intended to finish with .a collection, 
and I silently resoived he should get nothing from 
me. , I had in my pocket a handful of copper money, 
three or four silver dollars, and five pistoles in goid. 
As he' proceeded I began to soften, and concluded 
to give the coppers. Another stroke of his oratory 
made me asham’d of that, and determin’d me' to give 
the silver i and he finish’d so admirably, that . I 
empty’d my pocket wholly into the collector’s dish, 
gold, and all. At this sermon there was also one of 
our club, who, being of my sentiments respecting 
the building in Georgia, and suspecting a collection 
might be intended, had, by precaution, emptied his 
pockets before he came from home'. Towards the 
conGl'iision of the discourse, however,- he felt a 
strong desire to give, and apply’d to a- neighbour, 
whO: stood near him, to borrow some money for the 
purpose. The application was unfortunately [made] 
■to, perhaps the only man , in . the ■' company who had 
the ■ firmness not to be affected. ^.by the' preacher. 
His answer was, my other time, Friend Hopkin- 
sofiy I %vould lend to thee freely ; hut not now, for thee 
seems to he out of thy right senses F 

Some of Mr 'Whitefield’s enemies affected to sup- 
pose that he would apply these collections to his 
own private emolument ; but I, who was intimately 
acquainted with him (being employed in printing 
his Sermons and Journals, etc.), never had the least 
S'Uspkioii .of his integrity, but am tO' this day de- 
cidedly of opinion that he was in all his conduct a 
perfectly honest man y and methinks my testimony in 
his favour ought to have the ■ more weight, as we 
had no religious connection. He.- -us’d, indeed, 
sometimes to pray for -my conversion.,-;bnt never' had 
the satisfaction of . believing :that his' prayers were 
"icy. ■■-,: 



heard. Ours was a mere civil friendshipj sincere 
oil both sides,, and lasted to his death. ^ ^ _ 

The following instance will show sometiimg or 
the terms on which we stood. Upon one of his 
arrivals from England at Boston, he wrote to me 
that he should come soon to Philadelphia,: but knew 
not where he could lodge when there, as he under- 
stood his old friend and host, Mr Benezet, was 
removed to Germantown. My answer was, “ You 
know my house ; if you can make shift v/itli its 
scanty accommodations, you will be most heartily 
welcome.*^ He reply^d, that if I made that kind 
offer for Christ’s sake, I should not miss of a reward. 
And I returned, Dont lei me be mistaken ; it was 
not JOT Chrisfs sake, hut for your sakeJ' One of 
our common acquaintance jocosely remark’d, that, 
knowing it to be the custom of the saints, wdien 
they received any favour, to shift the. burden of 
the obligation from off their own shoulders, and 
place it in heaven, I had contriv d to fi.x it on 

earth. , 

The last time I saw Mr Whitefield was in London, 
when he consulted me about his Orphan House 
Goncern, and his purpose of appropriating it to the 
establishment of a college. 

had a loud and dear voice, and articulated liis, 
and sentences so perfectly, that he might . be 
and understood at a great distance., especiaily 
as his auditories, however numerous, observ d the 
most exact silence. He preac,h’d one ^.eveniog from : 
the top of the Court-house steps, which. are in the 
middle . of Market-street, and on the west side of 
-street, which crosses it at right angles. 
Both streets, were’ fill’d with his hearers to a con- 
siderable distance. 'Being among the hindmost in; 
Market-street, I had the cariosity to learn how fat; 
he could be heard, by retiring backwards down the.; 
street towards the river,; And I found his voice dis-.'. 
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tiacttill I came near ' Front-street s.. when some noise 
in that street obseuFci it. Imagining then a semi- 
circle, of wliicli my distance shouid.be the 'radiiis, 
and that it were filFd with auditors, to each' of 
whom I allowed two square feet, I computed that 
he ^ might well be heard by. .more than thirty thousand. 
This reconcil’d me to the newspaper accounts of his 
1^ having preach’d to twenty-five thousand people in 

^ h the fields, and to the antient histories of generals 

haranguing whole armies, of which I had sometimes 
doubted. 

By hearing him often, I came to distinguish easily 
between sermons newly compos’d, and those which 
he had often preach’d in the course of his travels. 
1;:^ His delivery of the latter was so improv’d by frequent 
repetitions that every accent, every emphasis, every 
i ^ modulation of - voice, was so perfectly well turn’d 
and well plac’d, that, without being interested in 
the subject, one could not. help being pleas’d with 
the , discourse ; a pleasure of much the same kind 
. with, that receiv’d from an excellent' piece of musick. 
This, is . an advantage itinerant preachers have over 
those who are stationary, as the latter can not 
'v: well improve their delivery of a sermon by so 

: many re.hearsals. 

His writing and printing from time to time gave 
great advantage to his enemies; unguarded expres- 
sions, and even erroneous opinions, delivered in 
preaching, might have been afterwards explain’d 
■ . or qualifi’d by supposing others that might have 
I , accompani’d them, or they might have been deny’d 
■'f' but liter a script a manet. Critics attack’d his’ writings 

j , violently, and with so much appearance of reason 
j; as to dimlmsh the number of his votaries and 

ir prevent their encrease ; so that I am ■ of opinion if 

‘ he had never written any thing, he would have left 

I ' behind him a much more numerous and important 

, sect, and his reputation might in' that case have been 
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,fni rrrowins, even after his death, as there being 
nothing of his writing on which to found a censure 
aS gife him a lower character, bis proselytes won d 
be left at liberty to feign for him as great _ a variety 
of excellences as their enthusiastic admiration might 

wish him to have possessed. . 

My business was now continually augnaentmg, 
and my circumstances growing daily easierv my 
newspaper having become very prohtable, as being 
for ^ time almost the only one _m this and the 
neighbouring provinces. I experienced^ too Vhe- 
truth of the observation, “that after getting f he first 
hundred pound, it is more easy to get the second, money 
itself being of a prolific nature. _ . 

The partnership at Carolina having succeeded 5 I 
was encourag’d to engage in others, and to 
several of my workmen, who had behaved by 

establishing them with printing-houses _in difterent 
colonies, on the same terms with that m Carolina. 
Most of them did well, being enabled at the end ot 
our term, six years, to purchase the types nf me and 
go on working for themselves, by which means 
several families were raised. Partnerships often 
finish in quarrels; but I was happy in this, that 
mine were all carried on and ended amicably, 
owing, I think, a good deal to the precaution ot 
having very explicitly settled, m our articles, 
every thing to be done by or expected frorn each 
partner, so that there was nothing to dispute, 
which precaution I would therefore recommend 
to all who enter into partnerships; for, whatever 
esteem partners may have for, and confidence m 
each other at the time of the contract little 
jealousies and disgusts may arise, with ideas ot 
ineqhality in the care and burden of the business, 
etc. which are attended often with breach ot 
friendship and of the connection, perhaps with 
lawsuits and other disagreeable consequences, 
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I liady oe the wliole^ abundant reason to be satisfied I 

with my; beiiig established in Pennsylvania. , . There ■ ■ [ 

were^, howeYer, two , things ' that I regretted, there : 

being iio provision for defense, nor for : a ^ compleat j 

education of youth ; no militia, nor any college. T ; 

therefore, iii' 1 743, drew up a proposal for establish-. j 

log' an: academy; and at that time, thinking, the ! 

Reverend Mr Peters, who was out of employ, a fit ! 

person to superintend such an institution, I com- ! 

municated the project to him; but he, having more 
profitable views in the service of the proprietaries, '."j: 

which succeeded, declinM the undertaking; and, ; 

not knowing another at that time suitable for such .■ b 

a trust, I let the scheme 'lie a while dormant, I 
succeeded better the next year, 1744, in proposing 
and establishing a Philosophical Society. The paper 
I wrote for that purpose will be found among my I 

writi,ngs., when collected, 

■ With ' respect to defense, Spain' having: been ' 

several' years.' at war against Great Britain, and j 

.being 'at'.;; length join’d , by France, which. Brought 7 

us ; into, great danger ; and the ,, laboured, and long- li 

continued 'endeavour, of. our governor, Thomas, to i, 

prevail, with our Quaker Assembly ' to pass a 'IJ 

militia law, ■ and' make other provisions for the ;i 

security' of -the province, ha.ving proved abortive, 

T determined ' to try what might be ' done by a .. .,.,| 

voluntary association of the people. To promote 
this, I first wrote and published a pamplilet,- entitled ' 

P'UAiN Truth, in which I stated our defenceless 
situation in strong lights, with the necessity- of ' | 

union and discipline for O'Ur defense, and ' promis’d 
to propose in a few days an association, to be 
generally signed for that purpose.. The "pamphlet , j: 

had a sudden, and surprising' elFect. ■ F was ' call’d, 
upon for the inst,ru.meflt of association, , and , having 
settled the draft of it with a few friends, I appointed 
a meeting of the citizens in the large building before 
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mentioned. The house was pretty full ; I_ had pre- 
pared a number of printed copies, and provided pens 
and ink dispers’d all over the room. I harangued 
them a little on the subject, read the paper, and 
explained it, and then distributed the copies, 
which were eagerly signed, not the least objection 
being made. 

When the company separated, and the papers 
were collected, we found above twelve hundred 
hands; and, other copies being dispersed in the 
country, the subscribers amounted at length to 
upward of ten thousand. These all furnished them- 
selves as soon as they could with arms, formed 
themselves into companies and regiments, chose 
their own officers, and met every week to be 
instructed in the manual exercise, and other parts 
of military discipline. The women, by subscriptions 
among themselves, provided silk colors, which they 
presented to the companies, painted with different 
devices and mottos, which I supplied. 

The officers of the companies composing the 
Philadelphia regiment, being met, chose me for 
their colonel; but, conceiving myself unfit, I de- 
clin’d that station, and recommended Mr Lawrence, 
a fine person, and man of influence, who was 
accordingly appointed. I then propos’d a lottery 
to defray the expense of building a battery below 
the town, and furnishing it with cannon. It filled 
expeditiously, and the battery was soon erected, the 
merlons being fram’d of logs and fill’d with earth. 
We bought some old cannon from Boston, but, these 
not being sufficient, we wrote to England for more, 
soliciting, at the same time, our proprietaries for 
some assistance, tho’ without much expectation of 
obtaining it. _ 

Meanwhile, Colonel Lawrence, W^illiam AlIeH, 
Abram Taylor, Esqr., and myself were sent to New 
York by the associators, commission’d to borrow 
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some cannon 'of Governor Clinton. He at first 
refused ns peremptorily ; but at dinner with his 
couDcilj where there was great drinking of Madeira 
wine, as the custom of that place then was, he 
softened by degrees, and said he would lend us six. 
After a few more bumpers he advanc’d to ten; and 
at length he very good-naturedly conceded eighteen. 
They were fine camion, eighteen-pounders, with 
their carriages, which we soon transported , and 
mounted on our battery, where the associators kept 
a nightly guard while the war lasted, and among 
the rest I regularly took my turn of duty there as a 
common soldier. 

My activity in these operations was agreeable to 
the governor and council ; they took me into con- 
fidence, and I was consulted by them in every 
measure wherein their concurrence was thought 
useful to the association. Calling in the aid of 
religion, I propos’d to them the proclaiming a fast, 
to promote reformation, and implore the blessing of 
Heaven on our undertaking. They embrac’d the 
motion ;■ but, as it was the first fast ever thought of 
in the province, the secretary had no precedent from 
which to , draw the proclamation. My education in 
NeW' England, where a fast is proclaimed every year, 
was here' of some advantage: I drew it- in the 
accustomed stile, it was translated into -German, 
printed in both languages,- and divulg’d thro’ the 
province. This gave the clergy of the different 
sects an opportunity of influencing their congrega- 
tions to join in the association, and it would probably 
have been general among all but Quakers if the 
peace had not soon interven’d. 

It was thought by some of my friends that, by my 
activity . in these - afe.irs, I should offend that sect, 
,and thereby lose my interest in. the Assembly of the 
province, where they formed a great majority. A 
young. gentleman who had likewise, some friends in 
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the House, aod wished to sooceed me as their, cleric, 
acc|uaiiited me that it was decided to displace .^.uie , at 
the next election; and' he, therefore, in good will, 
advis'd me to' resign, ' as more consistent with my 
honour than being turn'd out. My answer' to him 
was, that ! had read or heard of some public man 
who made it a rule never to ask for an office, and 
never to refuse one when offer'd to him. ^‘1 
approve," says I, ''of his rule, and will practice it 
with a small addition; I shall never ask, never 
refuse, nor ever resign an office. If they will have 
my office of clerk to dispose of to 'another, they 
shall take it from me. I will not, by giving it^up, 
lose my right of some time or other making reprisals^ 
on my adversaries." I heard, however, nomiore of' 
this; I was chosen again unanimously as,,' usual, at 
the next ' election.- Possibly, as' they ' dislik'd' :m,y" 
late intimacy with' the members of council', -who 
had join'd the governors in all the disputes' .about 
militar}?' preparations, with which the House had. 
long been harass'd, they might .have been pleas'd',, if 
I would voluntarily have left them; but they did 
not care ■ to displace me on a'ccount merely of my 
zeai'-for . the association, and. they could not well 
give another reason. 

.;:Iiideed-I had -some cause to believe that the 
'.defense' of -the country was not disagreeable'; to any 
of them, provided they were not requir'd to assist 
in it. And I found that a much greater number of 
them than I could have imagined, tho' against 
offensive war, were clearly for the defensive. ,' Many 
pamphlets pro and con were publish'd on the subject, 
aod some by good Quakers, in favour of defense, 
which I believe convinc'd most of th^ir younger 
people. 

, ’A transaction in our fire, company gave me some 
insight into .their prevailing sentiiiients. It had 
been propos'd, that we should encourage the scheme 
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for building , a, battery by,, laying . out the' present 
.stock,, .then: about .sixty pounds, in .tickets of the 
lottery*. , ; By our rules,, no money could be dispose 
of. till, the.: next meeting after .the .proposal* , The 
co,mpaiiy ' .consisted . of thirty members, of which 
twenty-two were Quakers, and eight only of' other 
persuasions. We eight punctually attended the 
meeting ; but, tlio® we thought that some of the 
Quakers would join us, we were by no means, sure 
of a majority. Only one Quaker, Mr James Morris, 
appeared to oppose the measure. He expressed 
much sorrow that it had ever been propos’^d, as he 
said Friends were all against it, and it would' create 
such discord as might break up the company. We 
told him that we saw no reason for that ; we were 
the minority, and if Friends were against the 
measure, and" outvoted us, we must and, should, 
agreeably .to the usage of all.' societies, ■submit. 

: When '.the hour for business arriv’d it was mov’d to ■ 
put the vote ; he allow’d we might then do it by the 
rules,,;. .but, as. .he could- assure us that a'.: number of 
. members' intend'e.d to be .present for. the purpose of 
.;o.pp,os,ing .it, it. would be but, candid ..-to allow' a little 
time for their .appearing. 

, .While we were disputing this,;a waiter came to 
tell me two gentlemen below ■ desir’d to speak with 
me., ' I went down, and found they were two of our 
Quaker members. They told me there were -eight 
of them assembled at a tavern just by; that they 
were determin’d to come and vote with us if there 
should- be occasion, which they hop’d would .not be 
the case, and desir’d we would not call for their 
assistance if we. could do without it, as their voting 
for such a measure might embroil them with their 
elders and friend's... -'Beln-g thus secure -of a majority, 

I went up, and. a'fter a.. -little .seeming dhesitatioii, 
agreed to a delay of another- hour,,\ - Tiiis- Mr Morris 
.allow’d to.. be e.xtream.ly .'fair*. ■■':No.t- one ' of. his- 
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opposiog friends appear^d^ at whicli he express d 
great surprize j and, at the expiration of the hour, 
we carry-d the resolution eight to one , and as, of 
the twenty-two Quakers, eight were ready, to vote 
with us, and thirteen, by their absence, manifested 
that they were not inclin’d to oppose the measure, 
I afterward estimated , the proportion of Quakers 
sincerely against defense as one to twenty-one only ; 
for these were all regular members of that society, 
and in good reputation among them, and had due 
notice of what was propos’d at that meeting. 

The honorable and learned Mr Logan, who had 
always been of that sect, was one who wrote an 
address to them, declaring his approbation of defen- 
sive war, and supporting his opinion by many strong 
arguments. He put into my hands sixty pounds to 
be laid out in ' lottery tickets for the battery, with 
directions to apply what prizes might be drawn 
wholly to that service. He told me the following 
anecdote of his old master, Wiiiiain Penn, respecting 
defense. He came over from England, ■ when a 
young man, with that proprietary, and as his 
secretary. It was war-time, and their ship was 
chas’d by an armed vessel, suppos’d to be an enemy. ■ 
Their captain prepar’d for defense ; but told 
Penn, and his company of Quakers, that he did not 
expect , their assistance, and they might retire ' into 
the cabin, which they did, except James Logan, who 
chose to stay upon deck, and was quarter’d, to .a 
gun. . The suppos’d enemy prov’d a friend, so there 
.was.no fighting 5 but when the secretary went down 
tO' communicate the intelligence, William Penn 
rebuk’d him. severely for staying upon deck, and 
undertaking to assist in defending the vessel, 
contrary to the ^principles of Friends^ especially as it 
had not been required by the captain. This reproof, 
being before all the company, piqu’d the secretary, 
who answer’d, I being thy servant^ why did thee not 
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i)rder me to come down? But thee hvos willing enough' 
that I should stay and help to fight the ship when thee 
thought there %uas danger B 

My being many years 'in 'the Assemblyj the 
majority of which were constantly QnakerSj, gave 
me frequent opportunities of seeing the embarrass- 
ment given them by their principle against war, 
whenever application was made to them, by order of 
the crown, to grant aids for military purposes. 
They were unwilling to offend government, on the 
one hand, by a direct refusal 5 and their friends, the 
body of the Quakers, on the other, by a compliance 
contrary to their principles 5 hence a variety of 
evasions to avoid complying, and modes of disguising 
the compliance when it became unavoidable. The 
common mode at last was, to grant money under the 
phrase of its being the hinges use^^^ and never to 
inquire how it was applied. 

But,: if the demand was not directly from the 
crown, that phrase was found not so proper, and 
some other was to be invented. As,- when powder 
was wanting (I think it was for- the garrison at 
Louisburg), and the government of New England 
solicited a grant of some from Pennsilvania, which 
was much urg^d on the House by Governor Thomas, 
they could not grant money to buy powder, because 
that was an ingredient of war 5 but ' they voted an 
aid to New England of three thousand pounds, to 
be put into the hands of the governor, and' appro- 
priated it for the purchasing of bread,, flour, wheat, 
or other ■ grain. Some of the council, desirous of 
giving the House still further embarrassment, advis’d 
the governor .not to accept provision, as not being 
the ..thi.iig . he had demanded; but he reply’d, 
shall take the money, for I understand very well 
their meaniDg ; other grain is. gunpowder,” which he 
accordiogl'y brought, and they never objected to it.^ . 

' 1 See the votes. — IMarg. note.J 
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. It was in allosion.to this fact th.atj when in ont fire 
company we feared the success of onr proposal m 
favour of the ' lottery, and I had said to my friend 
Mi . 'Syng, one of our members, ^^If we fail, let us 
move the purchase of a, fire-engine with the money ; 
the Quakers can have no objection to that,; and then, 
if yo^u' nominate me and I you as a committee for that 
purpose, we will buy a great gun, which is certainly 
z fire-engine."" I see,” says he, “ you have improv'd 
by being, so long in the Assembly; your equivocal 
project would be just a match for their wheat or 
other grain"" ^ 

. These embarrassments that the Quakers suiFer'd 
from,, having establish'd and published it as, one of 
: their principles that no kind, of war was , lawful, and 
' which,, ,being ' once published, they could not after- , 
wards, however they might change their minds, 
easily '.get 'rid. of, reminds me of, .what I, think a more 
prudent conduct in another sect among us, that of 
the Blinkers* I was acquainted with one of its 
founders, Michael Welfare, soon after it appear'd. 
He complain'd to me that they were grievously 
calumniated by the zealots of other persuasions, and 
charg'd with abominable principles and practices, to 
which they were , utter strangers. I told him this 
had always been the case with new sects, and that, 
to put a stop to such abuse, I imagin'd it might be 
well to publish the articles of their belief, and the 
rules of their discipline. He said that it had been 
propos'd among them, but not agreed to, for this 
reason : When we were first drawn together as a 

society," says he, had pleased God to enlighten 
our minds so far as to see that some doctrines, which 
we once esteemed truths, were errors ; and that 
others, which, we had esteemed errors, were real 
troths. From - time to time He has been pleased to 
afford us farther light, and our principles have been 
improving, •'■‘and our errors diminishing. Now we 
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, are.Eot sure that we are arrived at the end of this 
progressiooj and " at the perfection of ^spirituai or 
theological Knowledge 5 and: ■.we- fear that, if we 
should once print our confession of faith, we should 
feel ourselves as if bound and confin’d by it, and 
perhaps be unwilliog to receive further improve- 
ment, and our successors still more so, as conceiv- 
ing what we their elders and founders had done, 
to be something sacred, never to be departed 
from.” 

This modesty in a sect is perhaps a singular 
instance in the history of mankind, every other 
sect supposing itself in possession of ail truth, and 
that those who differ are so far in the wrong ; like 
a man ' traveling in foggy weather, those at some 
distance before him on the road he sees wrapped up 
in the fog, as well as those behind him, and also the 
people in the fields on each side, but near him all 
appears, clear, tho’ in truth he is as much in the fog 
as, any of them.. To avoid this kind of embar- 
rassment, „ the, Quakers have -of' late , years been 
'gradually ' declining the pubiic- service in the. As- 
sembly and in the' magistracy, -choosing rather to 
quit their power than their principle. ■ 

' In order of time, I should have mentioned before, 
that having, in 1742, invented an open stove for the 
better vwarming of rooms, and at the same time 
saving fuel, as the fresh air admitted was warmed 
in entering, I made a, present of the- model. to-TVCr 
Robert Grace, one of my early friends, who, having 
an iron-furnace, found the casting of the plates for 
these stoves a profitable thing, as they w’^ere grow- 
ing in demand. To promote that, demand, Twrote 
and published a pamphlet,, entitled An Account of 
the new-^inmnied Pennsylvania - Fireplaces ; wherein their 
Construction and Manner of. ‘Operation is particularly 
explained; their Advantages above every other Method- 
of warming- Rooms ' demonstrated .p a^d ail Objections that 
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have been raised against the Use of them answered mid 
obviated, etc ' This pamphlet had a good effect. 
Gov’r. Thomas was so pleas’d with the constroction 
of this stove, as described in it, that ■ he offered to 
give me a patent for the sole vending of them for a 
term of years ; but I declin’d it from a principle 
which has ever weighed with me on such occasioiiSy 
viz., That, as we enjoy great advantages from the in- 
ventions of others, we should be glad of an- opportunity 
to serve others by any invention of ours; and this we 
should do freely and generously. 

, ! , An ironmonger in London however, assuming a 

: ^ good deal of my pamphlet, and working it up into 

: '' his own, and making some small changes in the 

j ■ ^ machine, which rather hurt its operation, got a 

? ’■ ;■ patent for it there, and made, as I was told, a little 

I j, fortune by it. . And this is not the only instance of 

j i; patents taken out for my inventions by others, tlio’^ 

[ , i not always with the same success, which I never 

contested, as having no desire of profiting by patents 
,f ‘ myself, and hating disputes. The use of these fire- 

.'{f < places in very .many houses, both of this and the 

neighbouring colonies, has been, and is, a great 
' 'J saving of wood to the inhabitants. 

! ' i Peace being concluded, and the association bus.!- 

;t' ;i ness therefore at an end, I turn’d my thoughts again 

! .1 to the affair of establishing an acade.m}n The first 

step I took .was to associate in the design a number 
h- ! . of active friends, of whom the Junto furnished a good 

,|{ ,'j part 5 the next was to write and publish a pamphlet, 

' ;‘'i 'I entitled Proposals Relating to the Education oj 1 outh in 

. li Pennsylvania. This I distributed among the priii- 

' f cipal inhabitants gratis j and as soon as I could suppose 

' ! their minds a little prepared by the perusal of it, I 

’ f : set on foot a subscription for opening and supporting 

. ■’ a an academy ; it was to be paid in quotas yearly for 

five years I by so dividing it, I judg’d the subscrip** 
'dj/;-' don might be larger, and I believed it -was so, 
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amoniiting to no lesSj if I remember rightj than 
five thousand . pounds. ■ 

la the introduction to these ' proposals^, I stated 
their publicatiorij not as an act of mine, but of some 
publich-spirited gentlemen^ avoiding as much as I could, 
according to iriy usual rule, the presenting myself 
to the pubiick as the author of any scheme for their 
benefit. 

The subscribers, to carry the project into imme- 
diate execution, chose out of their number twenty- 
four trustees, and appointed M| Francis, then 
attorney-general, and myself to draw up' constitu- 
tions for the government of the academy ^ which 
being done and signed, a house was hired, masters 
engagM, and the schools opened, I think, in the same 
year, 1749. • 

The scholars increasing fast, the house was soon 
found too small, and we were looking out for a piece 
of ground, properly situated, with intention to build, 
when Providence threw into our way a large house 
ready built, which, with a few alterations, might 
well serve our purpose. This was the building 
before mentioned, erected by the hearers of Mr 
Whitefield, and was obtained for us in the following 
manner. ■ 

It is to be . noted that , the contributions to this 
building being made by people- of different sects, 
care was taken in the nomination of trustees, in 
whom the building and ground was to be vested, 
that a predominancy should not be given to any 
sect, lest -in - time that predominancy might be a 
means of -appropriating the whole to the use of such 
sect, contrary to the original intention. ' It was 
therefore that one of each sect was appointed, viz., 
one; Cliurch-of-England man, one Presbyterian, one 
Baptist, one Moravian, etc., those, in case of vacancy 
by death, were ,to fill it by .election from among the 
contributOTS. The Moravian happen’d not to please 
141 
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his colleagees, and , 011 his death they resolved to '' 
have no other of that sect. The difficulty then was^ 
how- to avoid' having two of some other sect^' by 

means of the new choice. 

, - Several persons were namedj.and for that reason 
'not agreed to. At length -one mentioned me, with 
the observation that I was merely an honest man, 
and of no sect at all, which prevaiFd with them to 
chnse me. -■ The enthusiasm which existed when 
the house was built had long since abated, and its 
trustees had not been able to procure fresh contri- - 
butions for paying the ground-rent, and discharging 
some other debts the building had occasion^'d, ' which 
embarrass’d them greatly. Being now a member of 
both -setts of trustees, that for the building and that 
for the Academy, I had a good opportunity ' of 
negotiating with both, ' and brought them finally 
to an agreement,- by which the" trustees 'for, the ' 
building: were to cede it to those of the ,acad,emy, ■ ' 
the latter undertaking to discharge the debt,- to .keep -i 
' for ever.,-open- in the building a large . .hail forocca-. 
-sional- preachers, according to the original intention, 
.and maintain a-free-school for the instruction of poor 
Ghildren. ■ -.Writings were accordingly drawn, and 
on -paying the debts the trustees of the ■ .academy 
w„ere , p-ut .-.in .-possession of the premises ; -and-' .by ' 
dividing.- the .-great and lofty hail into stories, and' ' 
different- rooms -above and below for-. the- several 
S-chools, and- purchasing some additional ground-,- the ' 
whole was soon made fit for our purpose, and the 
scholars remov’d into the building. The care and 
trouble of agreeing with the workmen, purchasing 
materials, and superintending the work, fell upon 
me j and I went thro’ it the more cheerfully, as it did 
not then interfere with my private business, having 
the- year before taken a very able, industrious, and 
■honest partner, Mr David Hall, v/ith whose char- 
acter! was well- acquainted, as he had work’d for me 
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four years. He took' ofF my hands all care of the 
prioting-officej p'ayin,g me' pntictnally my share of 
the profits* The partnership continued eighteen 
years/ successfully for us both. 

The trustees of the academy, after a while, were 
■incorporated by a charter from the governor; their 
funds were increasM by contributions in Britain and 
grants of land from the proprietaries, to which the 
Assembly has since made considerable addition; 
and thus was established the present University of 
Philadelphia. I have been continued one of its 
trustees from the beginning, now near forty years, 
and have had the very great pleasure of seeing a 
number of the youth who have received their educa- 
tion in it, distinguish’d by their improv’d abilities, 
serviceable in public stations, and ornaments to their 
country. 

When I disengaged myself, as above mentioned, 
from private business, I flatter’d myself that, by .the 
sufficient tlio’ moderate fortune I had acquir’d, I had 
secured leisure during the rest of my life for pliiJo 
sophical studies and amusements. 1 purchased ail 
Dr Spence’s apparatus, who had come from Eng- 
land to lecture here, aind 1 proceeded in my elec- 
trical experiments with great alacrity ; but the pub- 
lick, now considering me as a man of leisure, laid 
hold of me for their purposes, every part of our 
civil government, and almost at the same time, im- 
posing some doty upon me. The governor put me 
into the commission of the peace ; the corpora- 
tion of the city chose me of the common council, 
and soon after an aklernian; and the citizens nt 
large chose roe a burgess to represent them in 
Assembly. This latter vStarion was the more agree- 
able to me, as I was at length tired with sittingthere 
to hear debates, in which, as clerks I could take no 
part, and which were often so mientertaining tluir I 
was induc’d to amuse myself with making magic 
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squares or circles, or any thing to avoid weariness ; 
and I conceiv’d my becoming a member would 
enlarge my power of doing good. I would ^not, 
however, insinuate that my ambitipn was not flatter d 
by all these promotions ; it certainly was ; tor, con- 
sidering my low beginning, they were great things 
to me r and they were still more pleasing, as being 
so many spontaneous testimonies of the public good 
opinion, and by me entirely unsolicited. 

The office of justice of the peace I try d a little, 
by attending a few courts, and sitting on the bench 
to hear causes ; but finding that more knowledge of 
the common law than I possess’d was necessary to 
act in that station with credit, I gradually withdrew 
from it, excusing myself by my being oblig’d to 
attend the higher duties of a legislator in the 
Assembly. My election to this trust was repeated 
every year for ten years, without my ever asking 
any elector for his vote, or signifying, either directly 
or indirectly, any desire of being chosen. On taking 
my seat in the House, my son was appointed their 
cl0rk'.» 

The year following, a treaty being to be held with 
the Indians at Carlisle, the governor sent a message 
to the House, proposing that they should nominate 
some of their members, to be Join’d with some 
members of council, as commissioners for that pur- 
pose.^ The House named the speaker (Mr Norris) 
and myself ; and, being commission’d, we went to 
Carlisle, and met the Indians accordingly. 

As those people are extreamly apt to get drunk, 
and, when so, are very quarrelsome ^and disorderly, 
we strictly forbad the selling any liquor^ to them ; 
and when they complain’d of this restriction, we 
told them that if they would continue sober during 
the treaty, we would give them plenty of rum when 
business was over. They promis’d this, and they 
1 See the votes to have this more correctly . — [^Marg. note. ] 
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kept their promise^ because they could get no liquor, 
aod the treaty,, was conducted very orderly, and con- 
cluded to mutual satisfaction. They then claimed 
^ and received the ' rum 5 this was in ■ the afternoon : 
they were near one hundred men, women, and chil- 
dren,, and were lodg’d in temporary cabins, built in 
the form of a square, just without the town. In the 
evening, hearing a great noise among them, the 
commissioners walk’d out to see what was the 
matter. We found they had made a great bonfire 
in the middle of the square 5 they were all drunk, 
men and women, quarreling and fighting. Their 
dark-coiour’d bodies, half naked, seen only by the 
gloomy light of the bonfire, running after and beat- 
ing one another with firebrands, accompanied by 
their horrid yellings, form’d a scene the most resem- 
bling, our ideas of hell that could well be imagin’d 5 
there was no appeasing the tumult, and we retired 
to our lodging. At midnight a number of them, 
came thundering at our door, demanding more rum, 
of which we took no notice. 

The next day, sensible they had misbehav’d i,n 
giving us that disturbance, they sent three of their 
old counselors to make their apology. The orator 
acknowledg’d the fault, but laid it upon the rum ^ 
and then endeavored to excuse the rum by saying, 
TBe Great Spirit^ who made all things ^ made every things 
for some use, and whatever use he designed any thing for, 
that use it should always be put to» Now, when he made 
rum, he said, ^ ' Let this be for the Indians to get drunk 
with/ and it must be soL And, indeed,, if it be the 
design of Providence to extirpate these savages in. 
order to make room for cultivators of the earth, k 
seems not, improbable that rum may be the appointed 
means, . It has already annihilated all the tribes who' 
formerly inhabited the sea-coast. ' . , 

: In 175IS Dr Thomas Bond,, a particular friend of 
conceived the idea of establishing a hospital; 
K 145,., 
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in Phiiadelpliia' (a very beneficent ciesign.j, whicli,;.has 
been ascrib’d' to mCj. but was originally, iiis)y for the 
reception and cure of poor sick, persons^ :Wbetlier 
inhabitants of the province or strangers. ,He,;was 
2ealous and active in endeavouring to procure sub- 
scriptions for .it, but the proposal being a novelty in 
America, and at first not well understood,., he met 
with but small success. 

At length he came to me with die compliment 
that he found there was no such thing as carrying 
a public-spirited project through without my being 
concern’d in it. For,” says he, am often- ask’d 
by those to whom I propose subscribing, Have you 
consulted Franklin upon this business I ilnd what 
does he think, of it ? And when I tell them that I. 
have not (supposing it rather out of your line), they 
do not subscribe, but say they will consider of it.” 

I enquired into the nature and probable -utility of his 
scheme, and receiving from him a very satisfactory 
explanation, I not only subscrib’d to it myself, but 
engag’d heartily in the design of procuring, sub- 
scriptions from others. Previously, however, to the 
solicitation, I endeavoured to prepare the minds, of 
the people by writing on the subject in the news- 
papers, which was- my usual custom in. such cases,* 
but which he. had omitted. 

The subsG.ripti-ons afterwards'Avere more free and 
generous ;.buty beginning to- flag, f saw they would 
be insufficient '(without some' assistance from the 
Assembly, and -therefore 'propos’d to petition for it, 
which was done.- .-' The country m-e.mbers did not at 
first relish the. project ; they objected that it could 
only be serviceable to the city, and therefore the 
citizens alone should be at the expense of it j and 
they doubted whether the citizens themselves gen- 
eraiiy approv’d of it. My allegation on the con- 
trary, that it met with such approbation as to leave 
no doubt of ; pur being able to raise two thousand 
' - , / 146 




poonds by voluntary donations, they considered as 
siWe siipposition, and utterly impos- 

asking leave to 

bring m a bill for incorporating the contributors ac- 
rklm"^ M Prayer^of their petition, and granting 
^ sum of money, which leave was ob- 

tained chiefly on the consideration that the House 
could throw the bill out if they did not like it, I 
drew It so as to make the important clause a condi- 
tional one, VIZ., “ And be it enacted, by the autho- 
rity aforesaid, that when the said contributors shall 
have ^et and chosen their managers and treasurer, 
and shall have raised by their contributions a capi- 

tal stocky oj- yalue (the yearly interest bf 

which IS to be applied to the accommodating of 
the sick poor in the said hospital, free of charge 

medicines), W 

shall ma^e the ^sa^ appear to the satisfaction 
f the speaker of the Jssembly for the time behm, 
that It shall and may be lawful for the said 
speaker, and he is hereby required, to sign an order 
on the provincial treasurer for the payment of two 
thousand pounds, in two yearly payments, to the 
treasurer of the said hospital, to be applied to the 
roimding, bunding, and finishing of the same.” 

1 ms condition chtried the bill through i for the 
members, who had^oppos’d the grant, and now con- 
ceivdthey might have the credit of being charit- 
able w;ithout the expence, agreed to its passage; and 
then, in soliciting subscriptions among the people 
we urgd the conditional promise of the law as^an 
additional motive to give, since every man’s dona- 
tion woifld be doubled ; thus the clause work’d both 
ways. The subscriptions accordingly soon exceeded 
the requisite sum, and we claim’d and receiv’d the 
public gift, which enabled us to carry the design 
into execution. A convenient and handsome build- 
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mg was soon erected ; the institution lias by constant 
experience been found useful^ and flourishes to this 
dayj and I do not remember any of my political 
manoeuvres, the success of which gave me at the 
time more pleasure, or wherein, after thinking of it, 
I more easily excus’d myself for having made some 
use of conning. 

It was about this time that another projector, 
the Rev. Gilbert Tennent, came to me with a re- 
quest that I would assist him in procuring a sub- 
scription for erecting a new meeting-house. It waS' 
to be for the use of a congregation he had gathered 
among the Presbyterians, who were originally dis- 
ciples of Mr Whitiield. Unwilling to make” my- 
self disagreeable to my fellow-citizens by too 
frequently soliciting their contributions, I absolutely 
refus’d. ■ He then desired I would furnish him with 
a list of the names of persons I knew by experience 
to be generous and public-spirited. I thought it 
would be unbecoming in me, after their kind com- 
pliance with my solicitations, to mark them out to 
be worried by other beggars, and therefore refus’d 
also to give such a list. He then desir’d I w^ouid 
at least give him my advice. I will readily 

do,” said I; and, in the first place, I advise you to 
apply /to all those whom you know will give some- 
,, thing;, next, to those whom ^ you are u.ncertaiii 
whether they will give any t.hing or not, and show 
them, the list of those who have given; and, lastly, 
■do not neglect those w»^ho you are sure will give 
■.nothing, for in^ some of them you may be mistaken.” 
He laugh’d and thank’d me, and said he would take 
my advice. ^ He did so, for he ask’d of everyiwdy, 
and he obtain’d a much larger sum than he expected, 
with w'hich he erected the capacious and very ele- 
gant meeting-house that stands in Arch-street. 

Our city, tho’ laid out with a beautiful regularity, 
the streets large, strait, and crossing each other 
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at right angles, had the disgrace of suffering those 
streets to lemam long unpav’d, and in wet weather 
the wheels of heavy carriages plough’d them into a 
quagmire, so that it was difficult to cross thSn y and 
m dry weather the dust was offensive, I had liv’d 

w th_ pain the inhabitants wading in mud while 
purchasing their provisions. A strip of ground 
down the middle of that market was at length pa“d 
with brick so that being once in the market/they 

?o tiT shoes in dirt 

g there. By talking and writing on the subject 
I was at length instrumental in getting the street 
between the market and^the brick’d 

Houses, ihis, for some time, gave an easy access 

.o the narte dr,->hod, b.., B „s. of S 

the ^ carriage came out of 

£ upon this pavement, it shook off and left 
its^_dirt upon it, and it was soon cover’d with mire 

stfengZ as yet having no 

After some inquiry, I found a poor, industrious 
man, who was willing to undertake keeping the 
inir nTf°b olean, by sweeping it twice a week, carry- 

for i the neighbours’ doori 

for foe sum of sixpence per month, to be paid by 
each house. I then wrote and printed a^ paper 
setting forth the advantages to the neighbourhood 
that might be obtain’d by this small expense; the 
IrtffioV ’f keeping our houses clean, so much 

fe to the r® ; the bene- 

^ ^ custom, etc., etc., as buyers 

could more easily get at them; and by not having 
in windy weather, the dust blown in upon thefr 

hon j’- ^ *hese papets to each 

woffid £ b“ round to see who 

would subscribe an agreement to pay these six- 
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pences5.it was unanimously sigiiM^ and . for a -time 
■ well executed. . inhabitaiits , of the city, were 

delighted with the cleanliness of .the .payement that 
snrroiioded the -market, it being a convenience to 
all, 'and this raised a general desire to have all the 
streets paved, and . made the people more willing to 
submit to a tax for that purpose. 

■' After some time I drew a bill for paving the city, 
and brought it into the Assembly. It was just be- 
fore I went to England,, in 1757,, and did not pass 
till I was gone,^ and then with an alteration in the 
mode of assessment, which I thought not for the 
better, but with an additional provision for lighting 
as well as paving the streets, which was a great : im- 
provement. . It .was by a private person, ■ the late 
Mr. John Clifton, his giving a sample of the utility 
.■of lamps,' by placing one at his door, that the people 
were first impre-ss’d with the idea of eii.!igh.tiQg all the 
city. . .■■-The honour of this public benefit has also been 
ascrib’d to .me, but it, belongs truly to' that gentle- 
man. ■■■■■I did, -but follow his example, and have only. 

■■ some merit to ■ claim respecting the .form of . our 
■■lamps, as differing ■from the globe, lamps., we, were 
at first suppiy’d with from London. Those we 
found inconvenient in . these respect^s : they admitted 
■ no air- below 5 the smoke, there.fore, did^ not readily, 
.go -out above^, but ■ circul.ate,^d in the globe, lodg’d on , 
its inside,- and^.-soon obstructed the light , they were , 
intended to afford 5 giving, besides, the daily trouble 
of wiping them clean 5 and an accidental stroke on 
one of them would demolish it, and render it totally 
■useless. I therefore suggested the composing them 
■of four -flat panes, with a long funnel above to draw 
up 'the smoke, and crevices admitting air below, to 
facilitate the ascent of the smoke ; by this means 
they were kept clean, and did not grow dark 10 a 
few hours, as, the London lamps do, but continu’d 

■ ■■ .■■,■'■ ^ See vote8, 
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bright till . , morning, and an. aeddental 'Stroie would' 
. generally break but a single-. pane, easily repair’d. ' ^ 
yhave^: sometimes wondePd-- that tlie. Londo-ners 
didmot,;from the effect holes- in the -bottoin of the. 
globe lam,p.s u-sM at Vanxhall have in keeping- them 
clean, learn to have such holes in their' street lamps. 
But, these holes being made for another purpose, 
VIZ., to communicate flame more suddenly to the 
wick by a little flax hanging down thro’ them, the 
other use, of letting in air, seems not to have been 


thought of; and therefore, after the lamps have been 

it a few hours, the streets of London are - very 
poorly illuminated. 


• j or tnese improvements puts me in 

mmd of one I propos’d, when in London, to Dr 
rothergill, who was among the best men I have 
known, and a great promoter of useful projects. I 
had observ d that the streets, when dry, were never 
swept^and the light dust carried away ; but it was 
suiter d to accumulate till wet weather reduc’d it to 
mud, , and then, after .-lying,, .some - days - so deep on 
the pavement that there was no crossing but in paths 
kept clean by poor people with brooms, it was with 
great labour rak’d together and thrown up into carts 
open above, the sides of which suffer’d some of the 
slush at every jolt on the pavement to shake out 
and fall, sometimes to the annoyance of foot-pas- 
sengers. T he reason given for not sweeping the 
dusty streets was, that the dust would fly into the 

windows of shops and houses. 

An accidental occurrence had instructed me how 
much sweeping might be done in a little time. I 
found at my door in Craven-street, one morning, a 
poor woman sweeping my pavement with a birch 
broom ; she appeared very pale and feeble, as just 
come out of a fit of sickness. I ask’d who employ’d 
her to sweep there; she said, “Nobody, but I am 
very poor and in distress, and I sweeps before gen- 
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tiefolkses doors,' and hopes they will give me some- 
thing.” I bid her sweep, the whole street clean, and 
I would give her, a shilling ; this was at nine o^'clock ; 
at 12 she came for the shilling. From the slow- 
ness I saw at £rst in her working, 1 could , scarce 
believe that the work was done so soon, and sent 
my servant to examine it, who ■ reported that the 
whole street was swept perfectly clean, and all the 
dust plac’d in the gutter, which was in the middle ; 
and the next rain wash’d it quite away, so that the 
pavement and even the kennel were perfectly clean, 

I then judg’d that, if that feeble woman could 
sweep such a street in three hours, a strong, active 
man might have done it in half the time. And here 
let me remark the convenience of having but one 
gutter in, such a narrow street, running down its 
middle, instead of two, one on each side, near the 
footway 5 for where all the rain that falls on a street 
runs from the sides and meets in the middle, it forms 
there a current strong enough to wash away all the 
rnud it meets with ; but when divided into two clia,n- 
neis, iris often too weak to cleanse either, and only 
makes 'the' mud it finds more fluid, so that the 
wheels of carriages and feet of horses throw and 
dash , it upon the foot-pavemertt, which is thereby 
rendered 'foul and slippery, and sometimes, splash it 
upon those who are walking. My proposal, com- 
municated to the good doctor, was as follows : 

‘VFor the more effectual cleaning and keeping 
clean the- streets of LoQdo,n and Westminster, it is . 
proposed that the several watchmen be contracted 
with . to, have the dust swept up in, dry seaso,os, and 
the mud rak’d up at other times, each in the several 
streets and lanes of his round 5 that they be furnish’d 
.with broo,ms and other, proper instruments for these 
purposes, ’to be kept at their respective stands, ready 
to furnish the poor people they may employ in the 
servicct 
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■ "‘'That in the dry summer .months the^ dust', 
swept up into heaps ,at proper^ distances, before 'tuv. 
shops' and windows of ■houses are usually opened/' 
when the scavengers,, with close-covered carts, shall 
also carry it all away. 

'.''That the mud, when rak'd up, be not left in 
heaps to be spread abroad again by the wheels of 
carriages and trampling of horses, but that the scav- 
eiigers be provided with bodies of carts, not plac'd 
high upon wheels, but low upon sliders, with lattice 
bottoms, which, being cover'd with straw, will re- 
tain the mud thrown into them, and permit the 
water to drain from it, whereby it will become much 
lighter, water making the greatest part of its weight 5 
these bodies of carts to be plac’d at convenient 
distances, and the mud brought to them in wheel- 
barrows they remaining where plac’d till the mud 
IS drain’d, and then horses brought to draw them 
away*” 

I have since had doubts of the practicability of 
the latter part of this p^osal, on account of the 
narrowness of some strWts, and the difficulty of 
placing the draining-sleds so as not to encumber too 
much the passage ; but I am still of opinion that 
the former, requiring the dust to be swept up and 
^ carry^d away before the shops are open, is . very 
practicable in the summer, when the days are long 
for, in walking thro’ the Strand and Fleet-street one 
morning at seven o’clock, I observ’d there was not 
one , shop open, tho’ it had been daylight and the 
SUE up above three hours 5 the inhabitants of London 
chusing voluntarily ^to live much by candle-light, ■ 
.■and .sleep, by sunshine, and yet often complain, a 
.little absurdly, of the duty on -candles, and the high 
price of tallow. 

' borne may think these trifling . matters not worth 
minding or relating; but when, they consider that, 
tho .dust Mown, into the eyes' of a single person, 
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or into a single shop" on a windy day^: is but of small 
importance, yet the great number' of the instances 
in a populous city, audits frequent repetitions giye it 
weight and. consequence, perhaps they will not cen- 
sure very severely those who bestow some attention 
to affairs of this- seemingly low nature. Human 
felicity is produc’d not so much by great ;pieces of 
good fortune that seldom happen, as by little advan- 
tages that occur everyday. Thus, if you teach a 
poor young man to shave himself, and keep his 

■ razor in order, you may contribute more to the hap- 
piness of his life than in giving him a thousand 
guineas. The money may be soon spent, the regret 
only remaining of having foolishly consumed it ; 
■but in the other case, he escapes the frequent vexa- 
tion of waiting for barbers, and of their* sometim,es 
dirty fingers, oifensive breaths, and' dull razors; he 
shaves when most ' convenient to him, and' enjoys' 
daily the ■ pleasure- of its being done with 'a good, 
instrument. -With these sentiments I have hazarded' 
the few preceding pages,; hoping . they may'.. afford' 
hints which some" time or^^other may be useful' to a 
city I love, ■ having '■■ lived ; m.any years .in it 'very 
happily, and - perhaps to some of our towns in 
America. 

Having been for some ti'me employed by the .post-.,, 
master-general -'of America . as' 'his comptroller in 

■ regulating .several offices, and bringing .the officers^ 
to account, I was, upon his death in 1753^ appointed, 
jointly with Mr William Hunter, to succeed Mm, 
by a commission from the postmaster-general in 
England. The American office never had hitherto 
paid any thing to that of Britain. W e were to have 
six hundred pounds a year between us, if we could 
make that sum out of the profits of the office. To 
do this, a variety of improvements were necessary ; 
some of these were inevitably at first expensive, so 
that in the first four years the office became above 

^ 54 ' 
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.miie.iiBnarea poiinds in-, 'debt: to /ns., ilut ..,it „'soon 
after began , to .repaj ns vi.' and -before I.was.dispiac^d 
by a: freak of the ministers,' of /-which I .shall speak 
hereafter,/ we had brought it- to yield ■ as 

. much clear -revenue to the crown as the postoffice 
of Ireland* Since that ■ imprudent transaction, / they 
have received from it — -not -one farthing!' ■ 

■ The business of the postoffice occasion’d, my 
taking a 'journey this year to New England, -where 
the College of Cambridge, of their own motion,, -pre- 
sented me with the degree of Master of Arts. Yale 
College, in Connecticut, had before made .me -a 
similar compliment. Thus, without studying in any 
college, I came to partake of their honours. They 
were conferr’d in consideration of my improvements 
add .discoveries in the electric, branch of natural 
'philosophy.' 

In/ 1754, France being again appre- 

hended, , 'a congress of commissioners -from the- differ- 
/ent:,'coloaies ' was, by order ■ of' the Lord: of-Trade,- 
/.'to,..'' be... assembled,., at Albany, there .to confer with the 
chi-efs- of' the - Six Nations -/ concerning - the means of 
'- defending 'both their " country -.'and ' o.urs. ; Governor 
'Hamilton, having receiv’d this order, acquainted - the- 
-House with it,. requesting they would furnish proper 
presents- for the Indians, to. be -given on " this - occa- 
.sion; ' - and naming -the speaker (Mr Norris) and 
-myself to join Mr Thomas Penn and Mr Secretary 
.Peters as commissioners to act - for Pennsylvania.. 
The House approv’d the . nomination, and provided- 
the goods for the present, and tho’ they did not much 
.like- treating out .of the- -p.rovinces 5 and we met. the. 
other, commi'ssiooers at Albany about the middle of 
'I'uae*---'-''-'' ' 

I. projected .-and drew a pkn - 
ferthe.unlGii'/of allthe colonies 'Minder one .-govern- 
'ffie,nt,, 'so far'-.-.as--mi,ght ,be.-ne.c for .defense, and 
-other .-important- -generaTpur-poses.-'^ 'As we pass’d 
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thro® New ■ York, I had there shown my project to 
Mr James Alexander and Mr Kennedy^ two gen- 
tlemen of great knowledge in public affairs^ and^ 
being fortiHed by their approbation^ I ventur’d to 
lay it before the Congress. It then appeared that 
several of the commissioners had form’d plans of 
the same kind. A previous question was first taken^ 

. whether a union should be established, which pass’d 
in the affirmative unanimously. A committee was 
then appointed, one member from each colony, to 
consider the several plans and report. Mine hap- 
pen’d to be preferred, and, with a few amendments,, 
was accordingly reported. 

By this plan the general government was to be 
administered by a president-general, appointed and 
supported by the crown, and a grand council was 
to be chosen by the representatives of the people 
of the several colonies, met in their respective as- 
semblies. The debates upon it in Congress went 
, on ■ daily, hand in hand with the Indian business. 
Many objections and difficulties were started, but at 
length they- were all overcome, and the plan was 
unanimously agreed to, and copies ordered to be 
transmitted to the Board of Trade and to the assem- 
blies of ■■the several provinces. Its fate was singu- 
lar : the ■ . assemblies did not adopt it, as they all 
thought there was too much in it, , and 

in England it was judg’d to have too much , of the 
democratic. The Board of Trade therefore did not 
approve of it, nor recommend it for the approbation 
of hiS: majesty;, but another, .scheme was 'form’d, 
.supposed .to answer the same purpose better, where- 
by the governors of the provinces, with some .mem- 
bers of their, respective' councils,' were to meet and 
order the raising of troops, building of forts, etc., 
■and tO' draw on the treasury of Great Britain for the 
expense, which was afterwards to be refunded by 
an act of Parliament laying a tax on America. My 
156 
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pian^ with my reasons in support of it,-is to' be fooed 
among my political papers that are printed. 

Being die winter following, in Boston, I had much 
conversation with Governor Shirley upon both the 
plans. Part of what passed between ns ©n the 0C“ 
casion may also be seen among those papers. The 
different and contrary reasons of dislike to my plan 
^ makes me suspect that it was really the true me- 
dium 5 and I am still of opinion it would have been 
happy for both sides the water if it had been adopted. 

The colonies, so united, would have been sufficiently 
strong to have defended themselves ; there would 
then have been no need of troops from England; 
of course, the subsequent pretence for taxing 
America, and the bloody contest it occasioned, 
would have been avoided. But such mistakes are 
not new; -history is full of the errors of states and 
princes. 

Look round the habitable world, how few 
Know their own good, or, knowing it, pursue! 

' Those who govern, having much business on 
their hands, do not generally like to take the trouble 
of ^considering and carrying into execution new 
projects. The best public .measures are therefore 
seldom adopted from previous wisdom ^ hut fordd by the 
occasion, 

llie Governor of Pennsylvania, in sending it 
down to the Assembly, express’d his approbation 
of the plan, as appearing to him to be drawn up 
with great clearness and strength of judgment,' and 
therefore recommended it as well worthy of their 
closest and most serious attention.” . The' House, 
however, by the management of a certain ' member, 
took it up when I happen’d to . be absent, which I 
thought not very fair, and reprobated' it without 
paying any attention to it at ail, to my no small 
rnortificatioQ.' 
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■ ; lo 'my jonrney to Boston this year^ Iinetat Mew 
York, with our 'Oew goFemor, Mr Morris^ just 

■ mlv^d there from England^, with whom 'I had been 
■■ before intimately acquainted.' He brought .a com- 

mission, to supersede Mr Hamilton^ who^ dry with 
the ■ disputes his proprietary instructions , subjected 
him to, had resign’d. Mr Morris ask’d me if I 
thought he must expect as uncomfortable an admio- 

■ istration. I said, No 5 : you may, on the . contrary, 
have a very comfortable one, if you will only take 
care not to enter into any dispute with the Assem- 
bly.” My dear friend,” says he, pleasantly, « how 
can you advise my avoiding disputes ? You know 
I love disputing 5 it is one of my greatest pleasures ; 

. however, to show the regard I have for your coun- 
sel, I promise you I will, if possible,' avoid tliemd’ 
■He had some,: reason for loving to dispute, . being 
-eloquent, „ an acute sophister, and, . therefore, gene- 
rally successful in argumentative conversation. He 
: had beenhrought up to it from a boy, his father, as 
. I have., "heard, .'accustoming Ms children to 'dispute' 

' With one another .for his diversion, while sitting at 
table after dinner 5 ' but I think the practice was not 
wisej^for, in the course of my observation, these 
.Aisputing,-, contradicting,, and confuting people' a're^' 
generally unfortunate in their affairs. They get 
ViGtory.:.. sometimes,' but : they never get good will, 

. which, would be- of more use to the.m. . We parted,' 
he going to Philadelphia, and I to Boston. 

■ In returning, I met at New York with the votes 
of the Assembly, by which it appear’d that, notwith- 
standing his promise to me, he and the House were 
already in high contention ; and it was a continual 
battle between them as long as he retain’d the gov- 
ernment. I had my^ share of it ; for, as soon as I 
got^back to my seat in the Assembly, I was pot on 
every committee for answering his speeches and 
messages',. and by, the committees a Iways desired to 
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make the drafts.' : ■ Our aoswers, as well.', as his' lines™ 
sages, were often ^tart, ;and. 'Sometimes indecently 
abusive ; and, as, he kne.w, I wrote for the.' Assembly, 
one might have imagined that, when we met, we 
could' hardly avoid cutting- throats ; but he waS 'So' 
good-natured a man that no perso'nal difference be- 
tween him and me was occasion’d by the contest, 
and we often dinM together. 

One afternoon, in the height of this public quar- 
rel, we met' in the street Franklin,” 'Says. he,, 
you must go home with me and spend the even- 
ing I I am to have some company that you' will 
like” 5 and, taking me by the arm, he led me to his 
house. In gay conversation over our wine, after 
supper, he told us, jokingly, that he much admir’d 
the idea of Sancho Panza, who, when it was pro- 
posed to give him a government, requested it might 
be,' a , government of J/acks, as then, if he could not 
agree, with, his people, he might sell them. One of 
his-,, friends,, who. sat .next to. ....me,- .says, Franklin, 

,w,hy,„.':.do you . continue to - side with these damn’d 
:^u.ak.ers,?; Had not , .you. better sell them .The 
■ p.rO'priet'Or ' would . give . you -a . good price.” ^ ‘' The' 
governor,” says .1, ^^has not yet blacked them 
enough.”' ."He, .indeed, had labored hard. to blacken 
'.the. Assembly in. all his messages, but. .they wip’d' 
off , his coloring as fast as he laid it on, and .plac’d 
it, 'in return,, thick upon his own 'face i so that, find- 
ing, he was likely to be negrofied ■ himself, he, as ■ ^ 

well ,as' Mr. Hamilton, grew tir’d of the contest, and 
quitted the' government. . ■ 

. These public quarrels were all at .bottom owing .. 
to the proprietaries, our hereditary ^ governors, who, ■ i; 

.when any -.expense was to -be incurred for- the . de- 
fense of their province, with incredible meanness . 
instructed their deputies to pass no act for levying 
the necessary taxes, unless their vast estates were :i 

^ My acts in Morris’s time, military, etc. — \M&rg. mU.'} *1 
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in the same act expressly excused; and they had 
even taken, bonds of these deputies to observe 
such instructions. The Assemblies for three years 
held out against this injustice, tlio’' constrained to 
bend at last. At length Captain Denny, who was 
Governor Morris’s successor, j ventured to disobey 
those instructions ; how that was brought about I 
shall show hereafter. 

But I am got forward too fast with my story: 
there are still some transactions to be mention’d that 
happened during the administration of Governor 
Morris. 

War being in a manner commenced with France, 
the government of Massachusetts Bay projected an 
attack upon Crown Point, and sent Mr Ouincy to 
Pennsylvania, and Mr Pownall, afterward Governor 
Pownall, to New York, to solicit assistance.' As I 
was in the Assembly, knew its temper, and was Mr 
Quincy’s countryman, he appii’d to me for ray in- 
fluence and assistance. I dictated his address to 
them, which was well receiv’d. They voted an aid 
of ten thousand pounds, to be laid out in provisions. 
But, the governor refusing his assent to their bill 
(which included this with other sums granted for 
, the use of the crown), unless a clause were inserted 
exempting the proprietary, estate from bearing any 
part of the tax that would be necessary, the 'Assem- 
bly, tho’ very desirous of making their grant to New 
England eiFectual, .were at a loss how to accomplish 
it. .. Mr Quincy labored hard with, the governor to 
obtain his assent, but he was obstinate, " , 

,,,'.'.I,'then suggested a. method of doing .the .busioess 
without the. governor, by orders on the trustees of 
the Loan Office, which, by law, the Assembly had 
the right of drawing. There was, indeed, little or 
no money at that time in the office, and therefore I 
propos’d that the orders should be payable in a year, 
and to bear an interest of five per cent. With these 
l6o 
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,„ .orders I sopposy' the provisions might easily be 
pii.rclias^d. .The Assembly, with very 'little hes.ita» 
t.ioii, adopted the proposal. ' The orders were ini« 

, . mediately. printed, and I was one of the committee 
directed to sign .and dispose of them. The fond 
for' paying them was the interest' of all the paper 
currency then extant in the. province upon loan, to- 
gether with the revenue arising from the excise, 
which^ being known to be more than sufficient, they 
obtain d instant credit, and were not only received 
m payment for the provisions, but many moneyed 
people, who had cash lying by them, vested it in 
those orders, which they found advantageous, as 
they bore interest while upon hand, and might on 
any occasion be used as money ; so that they were 
eagerly all bought up, and in a few weeks none of 
them were to be seen. Thus this important affair 
was^ by my means compleated, Mr Quincy re- 
turn’d . thanks to the Assembly in a handsome 
memorial, went home highly pleas’d with the success 
of: Ms 'embassy, and ever after bore for me the most 
cordial and affectionate friendship. ■ ■ 

'The British government, not chusing to permit 
the union of the colonies as propos’d at Albany, and 
tO' trust that union with their defense, lest they 
should thereby grow too military, and feei^ their 
own strength, suspicions and jealousies at this time 
being entertain’d of them, sent over General Brad- 
, dock with two regiments of regular English troops 
for that purpose. ' He .landed at Alexandria, , in 
Virginia, and thence march’d to Frederictown,. in 
Maryland, where he halted for carriages. 'Our- 
.Asse.mbly apprehending, from some information, 
.that , he had conceived violent .prejudices against 
tbe.,iii, .as. averse to the service, .wish’d me to wait 
,.up.o.n ,faim,,,..not 'as from them,, but. as postmaster- ' , 
..genera.i,. under the guise of proposing to settle with 
.. 'him. .the mode of .conducting: with: most celerity and ' 
.f. i6i' 
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eertainty. the ' despatelies betweea , him , and . .the 
governors of the several provinces^ with whom he 
m-ust necessarily have continnai 'Correspondencej, and 
of which they proposed to pay the expense* .^My 
son accompanied me on this journey. 

— We. found the general at .Frederktowrij waiting, 
impatiently for the ret.urn of those he had sent thro^ 
the' back parts of Maryland and Virginia to collect 
waggons. I stayed with him several days^ din^d 
with him daily, and had full opportunity of remov- 
ing . all his prejudices, by the information of whai 
the Assembly had before his arrival actually done, 
and were still willing to do, to facilitate his opera- 
tions. ■ When I was about to depart, the returns of 
waggons, to be obtained were brought in, by' which 
it appear’d that they amounted only to twenty-five, 
and not- ail of those were in serviceable condition. 
.The . general -. and a.li the officers were surpris’d, 
declar’d the -expedition' was then at an end, being 
impossible, and exclaim’d against the ministers, for 
. ignorantly landing -them in. a country destitute of the 
means of conveying their stores, baggage, etc., not 
Jess, than one hundred and fifty waggons being, 
necessary. 

.'.I happen’d to say I thought it was pity they had 
not been . landed .rather in Pennsylvania, as in. that 
country almost every farmer had his waggon." The., 
general eagerly' laid hold of my words,, and. said, 
Then"" you, "sir, who are a man of interest ' there, ' 
can probably procure them for us 5 and I beg you 
will undertake it.” I ask’d what terms were to be 
offer’d the owners of the waggons 5 and I was 
desir’d to put on paper the terms that appeared to 
me necessary. This I did, and they were agreed 
td, and a commission and instructions accordingly 
prepar’d immediately. What those terms were will 
appear 'in the advertisement I publish’d as soon as 
I arriv’d at L waster, which being, from the great 
■' ■ 162 
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and siiddea effect it .product,, a piece of„soirj 
Guriosity, I shall insert it at length, .as- follows : , : 


«« Advertisement. 


“ Lancaster, 36, [755. 

/ ^ Whereas j one hundred and £fty waggons, with 
four horses to each waggon, and' fifteen hundred 
saddle or pack horses, are wanted for the service of 
■ his majesty’s forces now about to rendezvous at 
"Will s Creek, and his excellency General Braddock 
having been pleased to empower me to contract for 
the hire of the same, I hereby give notice that I 
shall attend for that purpose at Lancaster from this 
day to next Wednesday evening, and at York 
next Thursday morning till Friday evening, where 
I shall be ready to agree for waggons and teams, or 
single horses, on the following terms, viz. : i. That 
■ there shall be paid for each waggon, with four 
■horses and a driver, fifteen shillings per diem 5- 
for. 'each: able horse with a pack«saddle, or other 
saddie: , .and,, furniture, . two shillings- per 5 and 
for .each' able horse without a saddle, ..eighteen pence 
per diem. 2.. . That, the pay commence from the 
time of /...their joining the ■ forces at .Will’s Creek, 
which must be on. or before the- ^zoth of May ensu- 
; i.o.gvand....that. a reasonable allowance be paid' over 
and above, for . the time necessary for their travelling 
to Will’s Creek and home again after tiieir- discharge, 
3,,^ Each .WRggon and . team, and every saddle . or 
pack horse, is. to be valued by indifferent persons 
chosen between me and the owner j and in case 
the loss of any waggon, team, or other horse in the 
service, the price according 'to such 'valuation is to 
be,, allowed, and paid. . 4. .Seven- days’ pay is' to be 
advanced., .and paid , in hand by. me to -the owner of 
each waggon and team, 'or'fforse,. at'the.time of con- 
tracting, if required^ and the remainder to be paid ,by 
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General Braddock, or by the paymaster of the army, 
at the time of their discharge, or from time to time, 
as it shall be demanded. 5. No drivers of waggons, 
or persons taking care of the hired ^ horses, are on 
any account to be called upon to do the duty of 
soldiers, or be otherwise employed than in con- 
ducting or raking ■ care of their carriages or horses. 
6. Ail oats, Indian corn, or other forage that 
waggons or horses bring to the camp, more than is 
necessary for the subsistence of the horses, is to be 
taken for the use of the army, and a reasonable 
price paid for the same. 

Note. — My son, William Franklin, is em- 
powered to enter into like contracts with any person 
in Cumberland county^ B. Franklin.” 

To the inhabitants of the Counties of Lancaster ^ . 

York and Cumberland^ 

Friends and Countrymen, 

Being occasionally at the camp at Frederk' a 
few days since, I found the general and officers ex- 
tremely exasperated on account of their not being 
supplied with horses and carriages, which had been 
expected from this province, as most able to furnish 
them ■ but, through the dissensions between our; 
governor -and ’ Assembly, money had not been ■pro- 
vided, nor any steps taken for that purpose, 

■ '‘‘It .was proposed to. send an armed force .im-:. 
mediately ■ into these counties, to seize as .many. of 
the best carriages and horses as should be wanted, 
■and compel ' .as- ■ many persons into the ■ service as 
would be necessary to drive and take care, of them. 

“ I apprehended .that ' the progress of British 
soldiers through these counties on .socE an occasion,, 
especially considering the temper they are in, and 
their resentment against us, would be attended with 
many and great inconveniences to the inhabitants. 
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and therefore more willingly took the trouble of 
trying fir« what might be done by fair and equitable 
means. The people of these back counties hare 
lately complained to the Assembly that a sufficient 
currency was wanting ; you have an opportunity of 
dividing among you a very consider- 
able sum; for, if the service of this expedition 
should continue, as it is more than probable it will, 
for one hundred and twenty days, the hire of these 
waggons and horses will amount to upward of thirty 
thousand pounds, which will be paid you in silver 
and gold of the king’s money. 

“ The service will be light and easy, for the army 
will scarce march above twelve miles per day, and 
the waggons and baggage-horses, as they carry those 
things that are absolutely necessary to the welfare 
of the army, must march with the army, and no 
faster ; and are, for the army’s sake, always placed 
where they can be most secure, whether in a march 
or in a camp. 

, ''P;you are. really, as I believe you are, good 
and loyal subjects to Ms majesty,, you may now' do 
a most acceptable service, and make it easy to your- 
selves I for three or four of such as can not separately 
spare from the business of their plantations a waggon 
and four^ horses and a driver, may do it together, 
one furnishiog the waggon, another one or two 
horses, and another the driver, and divide the pay 
proportionably between you ; but if you do • not 
this service to your king and country voluntarily, 
when such good pay and reasonable terms are 
oifered to you, your loyalty will be strongly sus- 
pected. The king’s business must be done ; so . 
many brave troops, come so far for your defense, 
must not stand idle through your backwardness to 
do what may be reasonably expected from you ; 
waggons and horses must be had; violent measures 
will probably be used, and you will be left to seek 
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for a recompense where. you can find it, and your 

case, perhaps, be little pitied or regarded. ^ 

' I have no . particular interest , in thiS' aiiaiirj 

except the satisfaction of endeavoring to do good, 
I shall have only my labour for my pains. If this 
method of obtaining the waggons and horses is not 
likely to succeed, I am obliged to send word to the 
general in fourteen days ; and I suppose Sir John 
St Clair, the hussar, with a body of soldiers, will 
immediately enter the province for the purpose, 
which I shall be sorry to hear, because I am very 
sincerely and truly your friend and well-wisher, 

“ B. Franklin.” 


I received of the general about eight hundred 
pounds, to be disbursed in advance-money to the 
waggon owners, etc. 5 but that sum being insuffi- 
cient, I advanc’d upward of two hundred pounds 
more, and in two weeks the one hundred and fifty 
waggons, with two hundred and fifty-nine carrying 
horses, were on their march for the camp. The 
advertisement promised payment according to the 
valuation, in case any waggon or horse should be 
lost. The owners, however, alleging they did not 
know General Braddock, or what dependence might 
be had on his promise, insisted on my bond for the 
performance, which I accordingly gave them. 

While I was at the camp, supping- one evening 
with the officers of Colonel Dunbar’s regiment, he 
represented to me his concern for the subalterns, 
who, he said, were generally not in affluence, and 
could ill afford, in this dear country, to lay in the 
stores that might be necessary in so long a march, 
thro’ a wilderness, where nothing was to be pur- 
chas’d. I commiserated their case, and resolved 
to endeavor procuring them some relief. I said 
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who had the disposition of some public money^,'^ 
warmly recommending the case of these' officers to 
their . consideration j ' and ^ proposing ^ that a present 
should be .sent "them of ■' nec#s"saries-':and refreshments. 
My ::son:, who,, had. some .experience ' of a camp life,, 
.and' of. its .wants, , drew up a list ' for me, -which 
I enclosM .in my letter. The commit tee^ approvM, 
and' used such diligence that, conducted by my son, 
the stores arrived , at the camp ' as soon ", as the 
waggons. . They consisted of twenty parcels, each 
containing 

I Gloucester cheese, v ' 

1 kegg containing lo lbs, good 
butter. 

z doz. old Madeira wine. 

2 gallons Jamaica spirits. 

1 bottle Hour of mustard 

2 well-curM hams. ' 

1-2 dozen dry’d tongues. , 

6 ibs. rice. 

6 ibs. raisins. 

; ' 'These, twenty parcels, ■ well" pack’d, were placed 
on : as. . many horses, each ■ parcel,- .with ' the- ■ horse, 
beiEg ..intended as a present . for one officer." They 
were ; very^ thankfully receiv’d, and the ^ kindness 
acknowledg’d by; letters to .me. ,from the colonels- of 
bo.th;- regiments,. i"o, the most grateful terms.-^ The 
general,; too, was highly satisfied, with my conduct in 
"procuring ' him the waggons, " etc., and readily paid 
.liriy account of disbursements, thanking me repeatedly, 
and requesting my farther assistance in' sending pro- 
;visioES after him,' I undertook this alsO', and 'was 
■bu.si.ly employ’d in it till we heard of his defeat, 
.advancing for the 'Service of my own money, upwards 
of . :one , thousand '' pounds sterling, ' of w.b.i'ch I sent 
him",' an accounts ' It ca'me ■ ■ to' ■ his' .-'hands, luckily for 
me, a few days before the - battle, and "he return’d me 
immediately an order on the paymaster for the round 
sum of one thousand pounds, leaving the remainder 
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6 ibs. loaf sugar. 

6 ibs. good Muscovado do, 

X ib. good green tea. 

I .lb. 'good bohea do. 

6 lbs. good ground coffee, 

6" ibs. chocolate. 

1-2 cwt. best w.h.!te biscuit." 
1-2" lb.:; pepper." . 

I...'i.'qua-rt.. best, white wine 
vinegar." .': 
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to the next account. I consider this payment as 
good duck, having never been able to obtain that 
remainder, of which more hereafter. 

This general was, I think,. a brave man.,, and might 
probably have made a figure as a good officer in 
some European war. But he had too much self- 
coniidence, too high an opinion of the validity of 
regular . troops, and too mean a one of both Americans 
and Indians. George Croghan, our Indian inter- 
preter, join’d him on his march with one hundred ■ of 
those people, who might have been of great use to 
his army as guides, scouts, etc., if he had treated 
them kindly; but he slighted and neglected them, 
and they gradually left him. 

In conversation with him one day, he was giving 
me some account of his intended progress. After' 
taking Fort 'Duquesne,” says he, ^'I am to proceed 
to Niagara; and, having taken that, to Frontenac, if 
the' season: will allow time; and I suppose it will^ for 
Duquesne can hardly detain me above thrde or .four 
days; and then I see nothing that can obstruct my 
march to, Niagara.” Having before revolv’d in my 
mind . the . long line his army must make in their 
march ffiy a ■ very narrow road, to be cot for them 
thro’ . .the ; woods and bushes, and also what I had 
read ' of ■:a. former defeat of hfteen hundred French, 
who invaded the Iroquois ■ country, I had conceiv’d 
some doubts and some ■ fears, for the event of the 
campaign. ' But I . ventur’d only , to say, '"To be 
sure, sir, if you' arrive ' well before Duquesne, with' 
these . fine ■' troops, ■ so well provided with .artillery,, 
that ■■j>lace. not yet completely ■■ fortified, and ^ as. we 
hear with no very strong garrison, can probably 
make but -.a short resistance. The only , danger, I 
apprehend of obstruction to your march is from 
ambuscades of Indians, who, by constant practice, 
are dexterous in laying and executing them ; and the 
slender line/ near four miles long, which your army 
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I ' must inakej may expose it' to be -attackM by surprise 
, in its flankSj and to be cut like a thread into several 
pieces^, which j fTom their distance, -can not come up. 
in time to support each otherd^ ■ 

He, smilki at my ignorance, and reply’d, These 
'V savages may, indeed, be a formidable enemy to your 

■ raw American militia, but upon the king^s regular 
and disciplin’d troops, sir, it is impossible they 
should make any impression.” I was conscious of an 
impropriety in my disputing with a military man in 
matters of his profession, and said no more. ,. The 
enemy, however, did not take the advantage of his 
army which I apprehended its long line of march 
d expos’d it to, but let it advance without interruption 

I ' till within nine miles of the place ; and then, when 

more in a body (for it had just passed a river, where 
the front had halted till all were come over), and in 
, a' more open part of the woods than any it had pass’d, 
attack’d its advanced guard by a heavy fire from 
behind trees' and bushes, which was the first ' intel- 
■ ■I'igence the general had of an enemy’s being near 
him.- : : This - guard being disordered, ■ the general 
: ' hurried ' the troops up to their assistance, which was 
fe: ' , - done in , great' confusion, thro’ waggons, baggage, 

, . and cattle ;, and presently the fire came, upon their 
dank : the officers, being on horseback,' were more ' 
easily' distinguish’d, pick’d out as marks, and fell 
very- fast ; and the soldiers were crowded together 
in a huddle, having or hearing no orders, and stand-. 

: ing to be shot at till two-thirds of them were killed ; 

' and then, being seiz’d with a panick, the" whole fled 
I.;:-:: ' ' V with precipitation. 

The,' waggoners took each a horse out of his team 
and scamper’d ; their example was immediately fol- 
lowed, by others ; so that all the waggons, provisions., 
|.,-f '. artillery,, and stores were -.left to 'the enemy. ■ The 

general, being wounded, was brought off with 
. ' , cuky y his secretary,.'' Mr - Shirley,' was killed by 'his 
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side I and out of eighty-six officers,. sixty-three were 
killed or 'wounded, and seven iiundred and fourteen 

■ men killed out of eleven hundred* .These eleven 
hundred had. been picked men from the whole army , 5 

■ the rest had been left behind with Colonel Dunbar, 
who was to follow with the heavier p.art of the 
stores, provisions, and baggage. The flyers, not 
being pursu’d, arriv’d at Dunbar’s camp, and, the 

■. panick they brought with them instantly seiz’d him 
and all his people; and, tho’ he had now above one 
thousand men, and the enemy who had ■ beaten 
Braddock did not at most exceed four hundred 
. Indians and 'French together, instead of proceeding, 
and endeavoring to recover some of the lost honour, 

- he ordered ail the stores, ammunition, ' etc, to be 
destroy’d, that he might have more horses to assist 
-his flight towards the settlements, and less lumber to ■ 
"remove. He was there met with requests- from the 

: governors of Virginia, Maryland, and' Pennsylvania, 

..- that he would post his troops on the frontier, so as ^ 

- to afford some protection to the inhabitants ; but he 
■' continu’d ■ his' hasty march thro’ all the country, not' 

thinking himself safe till he arriv’d at Philadelphia, 
where the inhabitants could protect him. This 
whole transaction gave us Americans the first sus- 
picion that our exalted ideas of the prowess of 
British regulars had not been well founded. 

In' their first march, too, from their landing till 
' they got be.yond the. settlements, they had plundered 
and stripped the inhabitants, totally ruining some 
poor families, besides insulting, abusing, and con- 
fining the people if they remonstrated. This was 
enough to put us out of conceit of such defenders, 
if- we had really wanted any. Plow different was 
vthe, conduct of our French friends in 1781, who, 
"during a march thro’ the most inhabited part of 
our; cototry, from Rhode Island to Virginia, near 
seven hundred miles, occasioned not the smallest 
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'compiaint for tlie 'loss of : a.; .'pigj,', a ciiickeE, or 
even, an apple* 

Captain Ormej ,wiio' was. -one' of the generaFs' 
aids-de-camp, and, being -grievotisly . wounded, was 
brought off with him.,' and continu’d with Mm to 
his death, which happen’d in a few days, told 
.me .that he was totally silent all the ; first: ' day, 
and at night only said, Who would have'" thought 
.^^fn ■ Yhat' he was silent again ^ the ■following 
day, saying only at last, shall better "know 

how to deal with them another time^^ ; and dy’d in 
a few minutes after. 

’ The secretary’s papers, with all the general’s 
orders, instructions, and correspondence,, falling 
into the enemy’s hands, they selected and trans-' 
dated' into ' French a number of the- articles, which 
■they 'printed, to prove the hostile intentions of 
.“the British, court before the .declarat.ion of war. 
Amd.ng these T saw some letters of the general 
'td:::"'the ...ministry, speaking highly of 'the ' great 
■service I ' 'h rendered ' the'' army, and recom- 
..■..mending.; me.;to. their notice. David... Hume, too, 
.who '. 'was .' ;■ some ' years after secretary to ■ Lord 
. .Hertford, ' when minister in France, and afterward 
to',. General C when' secretary of state, told 

'. me ■ .he : .had seen. a.mong the papers in that .office, 
letters from Braddock highly recommending me.' 
But, . the" expedition having been' unforto,nate, my 
service, it seems, was not thought of ■ much "value, 
for those' recommendations were never of any use 
to . me. 

^ to rewards from himself, I' ask’d O'Oly one, 
which was, that he would give orders to his officers. 
not't.O''.e,n.llst .any more of our. bought servants, and, 
tH,at '' he. would discharge , s'uch' as had been already 
enlisted. This he ..readily granted,; and several were 
accordingly return’d to' their .masters, on my applica- 
tion. Dunbar, when the command devolv’d on him, 
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waS' not so generous. He being at Pliiladelpliia, ' on 
his retreat, or rather Bight, I apply^d to him for the 
discharge of the servants of : three poor farmers of 
Lancaster county that he had enlisted, reminding him 
of the late generaPs orders on that head. ■ He promised 
me that, if the masters would come to him at Trenton, 
where he should be in a few days on' his march to 
New York, he would there deliver their men to 
them. They accordingly were at the expense and 
trouble of going to Trenton, and there he refiisM 
to perform his promise, to their great loss and 
disappointment. 

As soon as the loss of the waggons and horses 
was generally known, all the owners came upon me 
for the valuation which I had given bond to pay. 
Their demands gave me a great deal of trouble, 
my acquainting them that the money was ready in 
the paymaster’s hands, but that orders for paying it' 
must first be obtained from General Shirley, and 
my, assuring them that I had apply’d to that general 
by^ letter-i ■ but, he being at a distance, an answer 
could not soon be receiv’d, and they must have 
patience, al! this was not sufficient to satisfy, and 
some .began to sue me.. General Shirley' at 
length, relieved me from this terrible situation ■ by 
appointing ■ commissioners to examine the claims, 
and ordering payment. They amounted' to , near 
twenty : thousand pound, which, to pay would 
have ruined me. 

„ .Before' we- ha-d the news of this defeat, the 
.Doctors Bond . came tO' me with a subscription 
.paper for raising money to defray the , expense of 
a- -grand .firework, which it was 'intended to exhibit 
at a rejoicing on receipt of the news of our taking 
Fort Duquesne. I looked grave, and said it would, 

I thought, be time enough to prepare for the re- 
joicing when we knew we should have occasion to 
rejoice* They seem’d surpris’d that I did not 
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immediately eomply with their ■■ proposal. , Why, 
the d— 1 !” says, ooe of them, '■‘■‘yoii: surely,. doQ't 
suppose that the. .fort will not be, taken ? ,. 

donk know that it will not be taken, but I know 
that the events of war are subject to great un- 
certainty^’ I -gave them the reasons' of my doubt- 
ing ; the subscription was dropt, and the projectors 
thereby missed the mortification they wouW have 
. undergone if the firework 'had been prepared. Dr 
Bond, on some other occasion afterward, said that 
he did not like Franklin’s forebodings. 

Governor Morris, who had continually worried, 
the Assembly with message after message before 
the defeat of Braddock, to beat them into the 
making of acts to raise money for the defense 
of the province, without taxing, among others, 
the proprietary estates, and had rejected all their 
bills for not having such an exempting clause, 
now ■ redoubled his attacks with , more hope of 
success, the danger and necessity being greater. 
The . Assembly, however, continu’d firm, believing 
they had .justice on their' -side, and that it would 
be giving up an essential right if they sufFered 
the governor to amend their money-bills. In one 
of the last, indeed, which was for granting fifty 
thousand pounds, his propos’d amendment was only 
of a single word. The bill express’d that ail 
estates, real and personal, were to be taxed, those 
of the proprietaries not excepted.” His amendment 
was, for not read only: a small, but very material 
alteration. However, when the news of this disaster 
reached - England, our friends there, whom ,we' had 
taken care to furnish with all the Assembly’s answers 
to Ahe governor’s messages, rais’d a. clamor against 
the proprietaries for' their .meanness and injustice in 
giving their governor such instructions , some going 
so far as to say that, by obstructing the defense of- 
their province, they Wfeited their right to it. They 
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■ were iatimidated by tliisj and sent orders to their 
receiver “ general to add . five, thoiisand pounds of. 
their money to whatever sum might be given, by the.. 
Assembly for such purpose. 

' This, being notified to the House,/ was accepted 
.in lieu of their share, of a general .tax, ^ and. .a new 
bill was form’d, with an exempting ■ clause, . which, 
passed accordingly. By this act I was appointed 
one of the commissioners for disposing of the money, 
sixty thousand pounds. I had been active , in model- 
ling the bill and procuring its passage,.' and had, 
at the same time, drawn a bill for establishing and 
disciplining a voluntary militia, which I carried thro’ 
the House without much difficulty, as care was taken 
in it to leave, the Quakers at their liberty. To pro- 
mote the association necessary to form the militia,... I 
wrote 'a dialogue,^ stating and answering; ail., the 
objections. .J. could think, of to . such : a . .militia, 
which , was. printed, and . had, as . I thought, great, 
effect. 

While ■ the several ■ companies in the^ city and 
country we.re forming, - and, learning their exercise, 
the .''governor 'prevail’d with me to take charge ^ of , 
our North-western : frontier, which was, infested,, by, 
the' enemy, -.and provide for the defense , of the, in-,. 
habimntS' by. ■/raising troops and building .a,- line.. of : 
forts. I undertook this military business, tho’ I 
did not conceive myself well qualified for it. He 
gave me a commission with full powers, and a 
parcel of blank commissions for officers, to be 
given to whom I thought lit. I had but little ^ 
difficulty in raising men, having soon five hundred 
and sixty under my command. My son, who had 
m the preceding war been an officer in the army 
rais’d against Canada, was my aid-de-camp, and of 
great uise- to me. The Indians had burned Gnaden- 

This dialogue md the militia act are in the Geiitleman^s 
Magazineior February and March, 1756.— w/#.] 
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hiitj a village settled by the Moravians, and massacred 
the inhabitants ^ but the place was thought a good 
situation, for one of the forts, - 
V In ., order: to ' .march ' thither, I' assembled the com- 
panieS'.at:, Bethlehem,, the chief establishment of those 
people. , ' ■ I was surprised to find it in so .good a pos- 
ture of defense ; the destruction of Gnadenhut had 
made them apprehend danger. The principal build- 
ings were defended by a stockade 5 they had pur- 
chased a quantity of . arms and ammu:ni£ioDi from 
New York, and had even plac’d quantities of small 
paving stones between the windows of their high 
stone houses, 'for their women to throw down upon 
_ the, heads of any Indians that should attempt to force 
into them. . The armed brethren, too, kept watch, 
and reliev’d as methodically as in any garrison town. 
In conversation with the bishop, Spangenberg, I 
mention’d this my surprise 5 for, knowing they had 
obtained an act 'of Parliament exempting them from 
military duties in the colonies, I had suppos’d they 
were conscientiously scrupulous of bearing arms. 
He: : answer’d; m that- it was ..not one of their es- 
tablished principles, but that, at the time of their 
"obtaining that act, it was thought to be a principle 
, withmiany:of their people. On this occasion, how- 
ever, they, to their surprise, found' it. adopted by but 
aTewv ' It seems ^ they were either deceiv’d in them- 
selves, ■ or deceiv’d the Parliament 5 • but common 
sense, aided by present danger, will sometimes be 
too. strong, for whimsical opinions. 

„ ,It was the beginning of January when we set out 
upon this business of building forts. I sent one de- 
tachment toward the Minisink, with instructions to 
er.eGt:;one .for the security of that upper part of the 
country,, and another to the lower part, with similar' 
.'instructions 5. an.d I, concluded, to go myself with. -the 
. .rest,.,.. qf :: my .force to Gnadenhut, .where a fort was 
v'tho’.t. necessary.' The Moravians 
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procur’d me five waggons for our tools, stores, 
baggage, etc. 

Just before we left Bethleliem, eleven farmers, 
who had been driven from their plantations by the 
Indians, came to me requesting a supply of firearms, 
that they might go back and fetch off their cattle, 
I gave them each a gun with suitable ammunition. 
We had not march’d many miles before it began to 
rain, and it continued raining all day 5 there were no 
habitations on the road to shelter us, till we arriv’d 
near night at the house of a German, where, and in his 
barn, we were all huddled together, as wet as water 
could make, us. It was well we were not attack’d in 
our march,, for our arms were of the most ordinary 
sort, and our men could not keep their gun locks 
dry. The Indians are dextrous in contrivances for 
that purpose, which we had not. They met that day 
the eleven poor farmers above mentioned, and killed 
ten of them. , The one who escap’d inform’d; that 
his and;' his companions’ guns would not go off, the 
priming being wet with the rain. 

The next day being fair, we continu’d our march, 
and arriv’d at the desolated Giiadenhut. There was 
a saw-mili near,, round which were left several piles 
of boards, with which we soon hutted ourselves 5 an 
operation the more necessary at that inclement season, 
as we had no tents. Our, first work was to bury 
more effectually the dead we found' there, who fiad 
been half interr’d by the country people. 

. The. next morning.our fort was plann’d and mark’d 
out, the circumference measuring four hundred '.'.and 
fifty-five .feet, which would, require as many palisades 
to^be made of trees, one with another, of a: foot, 
diameter each. Our axes, of which we had seventy, 
were immediately set to work to cut down trees, 
and, our men being dextrous in the use of them, 
great despatch was made. Seeing the trees fall so 
fast, I had the curiosity to look at my watch when 
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two men began to cut at a pine 5 in :six minutes they 
had it upon the ground, and' I found it , of fourteen 
ificlies. diameter. Each pine made' 'three palisades, 
of eighteen feet long, pointed at one end. While 
these we're preparing, our other men dug a'' trench 
ali round, 'of three feet deep, in which the palisades 
were to be planted ; and, our waggons, the bodys 
being taken ofF, and the fore and hind wheels sepa- 
rated by taki'ng out the pin which united the two 
parts of the perch, we had ten carriages, with two 
horses each, to bring the palisades from the woods 
to the spot. When they were set up, our carpen- 
ters built a stage of boards all round within, about 
six feet high, for the men to stand on when to fire' 
tliro^ the loopholes. We had one swivel gun, which 
we mounted on one of the angles, and fiPd it as soon 
as fix d, to let the Indians know, if any were within 
hearing, that we had such pieces 5 and thus our fort, 
if^ such' a magnificent name may be given to so- 
miserable a stockade, was finish’d in a week, though 
it rain’d so hard every other day that the men could 
not' work. 

This gave me occasion to observe, that, 'when 
men are employ’d, they are best content’d ; for on 
the ' days, they , worked they were good-natur’d and 
cheerful, and, with the consciousness of having done 
a good day’s work, they spent the evening jollily";' 
but on our idle days they were mutinous and quar- 
relsome, finding fault with their pork, the bread, 
^etc., and in continual ill-humor, which put me in 
mind of a s'ea-captain, whose rule it was to keep his 
men constantly at work 5 and, when his mate once 
told him that they had done every thing, and there 
was nothing further to employ them' about, Ohf 
^/make them scour the anchor 
This of fort, however contemptible, is a 

sufficient ’’defense against ■Indians, who have no' 
cannon. Finding ourselves , now . posted securely, 
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.-.and' having- a place to retreat to on- occasion, we 
ventur’d out' in. par ties to scour, the adjacent country. 
'We met with no Indians, but we found the places 
on the neighboring hills where they ■ had . lain to 
■ watch our proceedings. There was an art in their 
contrivance of those places that seems worth mention. 
It being winter, a fire was necessary for them ; but 
a common fire on the surface of the ground would 
by its light have discover’d their position, at a dis- 
: tance. They had therefore dug holes in the ground 
about three feet diameter, and somewhat „ deeper ; 

^ ■ we saw where they had with their hatchets cut ■ off 
the charcoal from the sides of burnt logs lying in 
the woods. With these coals they had made small 
fires in the bottom of the holes, and ,we observ’d, 
,among the weeds and , grass' the, prints of their bodies,. ■ 
made by their laying all round, with their legs haoging- 
down in the.hole.s' to keep their feet' warm, ''which, 
with them, is an essential point. This kind of fire, 
so manag’d-, 'Could not -' discover them, either by its 
light, flame, .sparks, or even smoke : it appear’d that'' 
their number was not great, and it seems they saw 
we were too-. many to be: attacked by them with 
prospect of advantage., ■ ' 

We had for our chaplain a zealous P,resbyteria,ii 
minister, Mr Beatty, who complained ,- to me , that,,, 
the ' men did -fiot 'generally , attend his. - prayers .and ' 
exhortations., . When .they .enlisted, they were .pro- ' 
mised, besides pay and provisions, a gill of rum a 
clay, which was punctually serv’d out ' to them, half 
in the morning, and the other half in the evening ; 
and I observ’d they were as punctual in attending to 
receive it ; upon which I said to Mr Beatty, It is, 
perhaps, below the dignity of your profession to act 
as steward of the rum, but if you were to deal it out 
and only just after prayers, you would have them 
all about’ you,” He liked the tho’t, undertook the 
office, and, with the help of a few hands to measure 
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,,Giit the liqBor/ execBted Jt.tolsatisfactio..n,, and never 
were .^prayers 'more.,, generally and more' puiictuaily,' 
attended'^ ^:so.:tliat I thought ' this method preferable 
to the punishment inflicted by, some military laws for 
. .noii-atteodaoce on divine service. 

■ ' ^ I; had hardly ■ finish’d this - business, and got my 
fort ;Weil stor’d with' provisions, when I receiv’d a 
letter from the governor, acquainting me that he had 
call’d the Assembly, and wished my attendance 
there, if the posture of affairs on the frontiers was 
such that my remaining there was no longer neces*- 
sary. My friends, too, of the Assembly, pressing 
me by their letters to be, if possible, at the meeting, 
and my three intended forts being now compleated, 
and the inhabitants contented to remain on their 
farms under that protection, I resolved to return; 
the ' more willingly, as a New England officer/ 
Coloner Clapham, experienced in Indian war, being 
on,a. visit .'to our establishment, consented to accept’ 
the command. ■ I gave him, a ,com,mission, and, parad- " 
ing , the ■garrison, had^ before, them, and intro-' 

duc’d ,him, to , them as an officer ■whoj'from his skill" 
in ■■^military, affairs, , was, much- more -fit to .command 
them, than myself ; and,, giving them a little exhor- 
tatio.o,. took,', my, •, leave. I was- escorted as far' as 
Bethlehem, ,; where I rested a. few' days to recover 
from the fatigue I had undergone. , The first night, ■ 
being in a good bed, I could hardly sleep, it was so 
diiierent from my hard lodging on the iloor of our 
hut at ^Gnaden wrapt only in a blanket or tw^o. 

, at Bethlehem, I inquir’d a little into the 

practice of the Moravians: some of ' them had 
accompanied me, and all were .very kind to me. T 
found they work’d for a , common stock, eat ■ at 
commoii tables, and slept in common dormitories, 
great numbers together. In. 'the , 'dormitories I ob- 
served loopholes,,; at certain distances all along just 
.u.n.der ■ the, ceiling,,; which I thought' 'judiciously placed 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 


for change of air. I was at their church, where I 
¥/as entertain’d with good miisick, the organ being 
accompanied with violins, hautboys, flutes, ciarinets, 
etc. I understood that their: sermons were not 
usually preached to mixed congregations of men, 
women, and children, as is our common practice, but 
that they assembled sometimes the married men, 
at other times their wives, then the young men, the 
young women, and the little children, each division 
by itself. The sermon I heard was to the latter, 
who came in and were plac’d in rows on benches ; 
the boys under the conduct of a young man, their 
tutor, and the girls conducted by a young woman. 
The discourse seem’d well adapted to their capacities, 
and was deliver’d in a pleasing, familiar manner, 
coaxing them, as it were, to be good. They 
behav’d very orderly, but looked pale and unhealthy, 
which made me suspect they were kept too much 
within doors, or not allow’d sufficient exercise. 

I inquir’d concerning the Moravian marriages, 
whether the report was true that they were by lot. 
I was told that lots were us’d only in particular 
cases; that generally, wdien a young man found 
himself dispos’d to marry, he inform’d the elders 
of his class, . who consulted the elder ladies that 
govern’d the young women. As these elders of the 
different sexes were well acquainted with' the tem- 
pers and. dispositions of their respective pupils, they 
could best judge what matches ' were suitable, and 
their judgments were generally acquiesc’d in;, but, 
if,. for example, it 'should happen that two or, three 
young women were , found to be equally proper for 
the young man, the lot was the'n recurred to., bl' 
objected, if the matches are not made by the mutual 
choice of the parties, some of them may chance to 
be very unhappy. And so they may,” answer’d 
my 'informer, you let the parties cliuse for tliem- 
selves I ” whichji indeed, I could not deny. 

: ^ l8o 
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^ Being returned to Philadelphia, I found the asso-- 
ciation went on swimmingly, the inhabitants that 
were not Quakers having pretty generally come into 
it,, ^ formed ^ themselves into companies, and chose 
their captains, lieutenants, and ensigns, according 
to .the new la\v« Dr ' B, visited me, and gave me 
an account of ^ the pains he had taken to spread a 
general good liking to the law, and ascribed much to 
those endeavors. I had had the vanity to ascribe 
ail to my Dialogue; however, not knowing but that 
he might be in the right, I let him enjoy his opinion, 
which I take to be generally the best way in , such 
cases. The officers, meeting, chose me to be colonel 
of the regiment, which I this time accepted. I for- 
get how many companies we had, but we paraded 
about twelve hundred well-looking men, with a 
company of artillery, who had been furnished with 
six brass iield-pieces, which they had become so 
expert in the use of as to lire twelve times in a 
minute. : The hrst time I reviewed my regiment 
•they accompanied me to my house, and would salute 
me with , some rounds fired before my door, which, 
shook down and broke several glasses of my elec- 
trical apparatus. And my new honour proved not 
much less brittle | for all our commissions were soon 
after broken by a repeal of the law in England. 

During this short time of my colonelship, being 
about to set out on a journey to Virginia, the officers 
of my regiment took it into their heads that it would 
be proper for them to escort me out of town, as far 
as the Lower Ferry. Just as I was getting on horse- 
back they came to my door, between thirty and 
forty, mounted, and ail in their uniforms.' I had 
not been previously acquainted with, the project, or 
I should .have prevented it, b.eing' naturally averse 
to the assuming of state on any occasion , and I was 
a, good deal chagrin’d at th.eir appearance, , as I 
could not avoid their accompanying me. What 
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made it worse waSj that, as soon as we began to 
m.ov'e, they drew their swords and rode with them 
naked ail the wayv Somebody wrote an account 
of this to the. proprietor, and it gave him great 
oifense. No such honor had been paid him when 
in ' the province, nor' to any of his governors ; and 
he said' it -was only proper to princes of the blood 
royal, which may be true for aught I know, who 
was, and still am, ignorant of the etiquette in such 
cases. 

This silly affair, however, greatly increased his: 
rancour against me, which was before not a little, 
oil account of my conduct in the Assembly respect- 
ing the exemption of his estate from taxation, which 
I had always oppos’d very warmly, and not with- 
out - severe reflections on his meannesS' and injustice 
of contending for it.' ' He accused me to-the minis- 
try as being the. great obstacle to the king’s service, 
preventing, by my influence in the House, the proper, 
form of the bills- for raising money, and 'he instanced 
this- parade with my officers as a proof of my , having 
an intention- to take the government of the province--, 
out of' his- -hands 'by .force. -He also applied to Sir/- 
E-verard 'Faw^-kener, the postmaster-general,- . to de- 
prive, me 'of my '.office; .but it 'had no other .eiect 
than to procure "from Sir Everard:-a gentle ad- 
monition. , - 

Notwithstanding'. -the continual wrangle between 
the- governor and the House, in which I, as a -mem-, 
ber, had so large a share, there still subsisted a civil 
intercourse between that gentleman and myself, and 
we never had .any personal difference. I have some- 
times since thought ' that his little or no resentment 
against me, for the answers it was known I drew up 
to his messages, might - be, the effect of professional 
habit, and that, being -bred -a lawyer, lie might con- 
sider us both as merely advocates for contending 
clients in a, suit, he for the proprietaries and I for 
'■ ■ ' ' 182 
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I the Assembly. He wo-aldj therefore, sometimes call 

; in a friendly way to advise ■witli' me oa difficult 

A points, and sometimes, tho^ ■ not , oftea, take my 

advice* 

We . acted la concert to supply 'Braddock’s army 
.'■ with provisions i and, when, the., shocking .news, 
, .arrived of .his. defeat, the governor sent in .haste for 
' me, to consult with him on measures for preveiiting 
the desertion of the back counties. I. forget .now ■ 
the advice I gave ; but I think it was, that Dunbar 
should be written to, and prevail’d with, if possible, 
to post his troops on the frontiers for their protec*^ 
r ■ tion, till, by re-enforcements from the colonies, he 
] might be able to proceed on the expedition. And, 

y after, my return from the frontier, he would have 

'v had me undertake the conduct of such an expedi- 

■'.l tion with provincial troops, for the reduction of Fort 

A , , Duquesne, Dunbar and his men being otherwise' 
r ^ employed.; and he proposed to commission: me as 

.;. ' ; , generalA, , I..had not so.; good an opinion of my .mili- 

hc ' profoss’d to have, and I believe 
'j' ' ' V,' must have -exceeded his real send- 
, V ; mentsy probably he might , think that my popu- 
larity would facilitate the ' raising . of the men, and 
i. my. influence, in Assembly, the ■ grant of money to 

pay .them, and that, perhaps, .■■without tax.mg- the 
. proprietary estate, ^ : Finding me not so forward to 
: A engage as he expected, the project was dropt,-and 
, ;,li.e,:soon .after left, the government, being superseded 
■ , by. Captain Denny. 

,.B in relating ■ the part I had in 

.V .'piiMi.c. under this ■ new . .governor’s adminis- 

;-... v',^ ; . ; tration^ may. not be .amiss here to give some 
account of the rise and progress of m.y philosophical 
■'.rep'utatiom ■.■ ■, 

■■ ;, ■'^.Ia.''i.746,.^^^^ at Boston, I '..m.et there, with. a. Dr 
... .;'S'.pe.iice., who was.: lately arrived from . Scotland, and 
show’d me some electric experiments. They were 
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imperfectly performed/ as he was not very expert; 
but, being on a subject quite new to me, they 
equally surpris’d and pleased me. Soon after my 
return to Philadelphia, our library company receiv’d 
from Mr P. Collinson, Fellow of the Royal Society 
'of London, a present of a glass tube, with some 
account of the use of it in making such experiments. 
I eagerly seized the opportunity of repeating what I 
had seen at Boston ; and, by much practice, acquir’d 
great readiness in performing those, also, which we 
had an account of from England, adding a number 
of new ones. I say much practice, for my house 
was continually full, for some time, with people who 
came to see these new wonders. 

To divide a little this incumbrance among my 
friends, I caused a number of similar tubes to be 
blown at our. glass-house, with which they furnish’d 
themselves, so that we had at length several per- 
formers. Among these, the principal was .Mr 
Kinnersley, an ingenious neighbor, w,lio, being out 
of business, I encouraged to underta,ke' showing the 
experiments for money, and drew up for .him two 
lectures,, in which the experiments were rang’d' in 
such order, and accompanied, with such explanations 
in such method, as that the foregoing . should assist' 
in comprehending the following. ' He procur’d an 
elegant apparatus for the purpose, in which ail the' 
little.. machi.nes ■ that I had roughly made for myself 
were nicely form’d, by instrument-makers. „ His', 
lectures were well' attended, and. gave great, satis-; 
faction; and' after some, time he 'we.iit .thro’ .the 
colomes, .exhibiting them in every capital .■■to.wn,..a'nd 
pick’d up some money. In the West India islands, 
indeed, it was with difficulty the experiments could 
be made, from the general moisture of the air. 

Oblig’d as we were to Mr Collinson for his pre- 
sent of the tube, etc., I thought it right he should 
be inform’d of our success in, using it, and wrote 
184 
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him several letters containing accounts of our exphri- 
merits. He got them' read ■ in the Royal Society^ 
where they were not at first thought worth so much 
notice as to be printed in their- Transaction s,» One 
paper^ which I wrote for Mr Kinnersley, on the 
sameness of lightning' with electricity, I, sent to Dr 
Mitchel, an acquaintance of mine, and one of the 
members also of that society, who wrote me word 
that it had been read, but was laughed at by ■ the 
connoisseurs. The papers, however, being shown 
to Dr Fothergill, he thought them ' of too much 
value to be stifled, and advis’d the printing of them. 
Mr Colli nson then gave them to Cave for publica- 
tion in his Gentleman’s Magazine ; but he chose to 
print them separately in a pamphlet, and Dr Fother- 
gill wrote the preface. Cave, it seems, judged 
rightly for his profit, for by the additions that arrived 
afterward ‘they swelFd, to a quarto volume, which 
has had five editions, and cost him nothing for 
copy-money. 

It was, however, some time before those papers 
were much taken notice of in England. 'A copy of 
them happening to; fall into the hands of the Count 
de Buffon, a philosopher deservedly of great reputa- 
tion in France, and, indeed, ail over Europe, he 
prevailed with M. Dalibard to translate them into 
French, and they were printed at Paris. The pub- 
lication offended the Abbe Nollet, preceptor in 
Natural Philosophy to the royal family, and an 
able experimenter, who had form’d and publish’d, a 
theory of electricity, which then had the general 
vogue. He could not at first believe that such a 
work' came from America, and. said it must have 
been fabricated by his enemies at Paris, to decry 
•his system. Afterwards, having been' assur’d that 
there really existed such' a person as , Franklin at 
Philadelphia, which he had doubted, he wrote and 
published a volume ' of Letters, chiefly address’d to 
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mey -'defending his theorjj and den 3dog the -verity 
of my 'experiments, and of the positions dedoc^d 
from them.. 

' I once' pnrposM answering the abbe, an,d actnaily 

- began- the answer; bnt,. on consideration that my 
writi.ngs contain’d a description, of experiments which 
any one might repeat and verify, and if not - to be 
verified, could not be defended ; or of observations 
offer’d as conjectures, and not delivered dogmatic- 
ally, therefore not laying me under any obligation 
to defend them ; and reflecting that a dispute between 
two persons, writing in different languages, might 
be lengthened greatly by mistranslations, and thence 
misconceptions of one another’s meaning, much of 
one of the abbe’s letters being founded on an error 
in the translation, I concluded to let my papers shift 
for themselves, believing it was better, to spend 

■ what time , -I - could spare fro.m public business in 
-.making new experiments,' than in disputing about 

■ those, already made. I therefore never answered 
^ .M.: NolIet,un-d -the event gave me no cause .to rep-ent 

my silence ; for my 'friend .M. ie Roy, of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences ^ took up my cause a,od refuted 
.him..; .my-.,, book' was, translated into the 'Italian, ■ 
German., -and -Latin languages; and the -doctrine 'it 
'■■contain’d was by degrees .universally adopted., by the^ 

■ philoso.phers of 'Europe, -in .preference to .that of the . 
abbe-; so -.that'- .he lived to see himself the last of Els ■ 

- sect,' except Mo.nsieur . B— — — , of Paris, . .h-.is £em 
and immediate disciple, 

'-What 'gave. my book the more sudden and general 
celebrity, was the success of one of its proposed 
experiments, made by Messrs Daiibard and De Lor 
at Marly, for drawing lightning from the clouds. 
This engag’d the public attention every where, M« 
de Lor, . who had an apparatus for experimentai 
philosophy, and lectur’d in that branch of scien.ce, 
undertook to repeat what he called the PhUadeiphia 
■ i86 
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Experiments ; and^ after they were performed before 
the king and court, all the curious of Paris flocked 
to see them. ,1 ■will not swell this narrative' with an 
acco lint" of that capital experiment, nor of the infinite 
pleasure I receiv’d in the success, of a similar one I 
made ...soon: after with a kite arPhila.delphia,'aS' both 
. are to be found in the hikories of eleGtricity. 

■ Dr .Wright, an English physician, when at' Paris, 
wrote to a friend, who was of the Royal Society, an: 
account of the high esteem my experiments were in 
among the learned abroad, and of their wonder that 
my writings had been so little noticed' in England." 
The' society, on, this, resum’d the consideration' of 
the letters that had been read to them ; and the 
celebrated. Dr Watson drew up a summary account 
of them,' and of all I had afterwards- sent to England' 
on the- subject, which he accompanied with some 
praise ,. of .. the ' writer. This summary was then 
printed in,, their Transactions ; and some members of 
■ tlie-sodetylii, London, ^ .particularly. the .very,. ingenious 
,' Mr.Gan£on,',h.aving verified the.. experiment.' of pro- 
'Curing" lightning, from the ■ .clouds "by. a pointed.. rod, 

^ and' acquainting them with the success, .."they 
...made ^me " more. than, amends' for the slight 
which, they had before treated m"e. . Vfithout my 
. having . made any application .. for ' thsit .honor, .. they 
„ chosC' ■ me .a member, and voted that -I should, .be 
'.excus’d the customary payments,, which, would' have 
amounted to "twenty-five guineas; and ever' since 
have given me, their Transactions gratis. ' They also 
'p-resented me with the gold medal- of Sir Godfrey 
' Goplej' for the year 1753, the delivery of which' was 
accompanied .by a .very ■ handsome speech ' of ■ the 
'..president., ..Lord Macclesfield, wherein, I waS' highly 
"hono'ured. ■ 

' - ': 'Our .new governor, .Captain - Denny , brought over 
for me the before-mentioD-ed. medal- from .the 
Society, which he presented to me at an entertain- 
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ment given . him by the city* He accompanied it 
with very polite expressions of his esteem for' ine^ 
having, as he said, been long acquainted with my 
character. After dinner, when the company, as was 
customary at that time, were engaged in drinking, 
he took me aside into another room, and aoqoaiiited 
me that' he had been advisM by his friends in 
England to cultivate a friendship with me, as one 
who was capable of giving him the best advice, and 
of contributing most effectually to .the making his 
administration easy^; that he therefore desired of ail 
things to have a good understanding with me, and 
he begg’d me to be assuFd of his readiness on all 
occasions to render me every service that might be 
in his power. He said much to me, also, of the 
proprietor’s good disposition towards the province, 
and of the advantage it might be to us ail, and to 
me in particular, . if the opposition that had been 
so long ■ continu’d to his measures was dropt, and 
harmony restor’d between him and the people^ in 
effecting which, it was thought no one could be 
more-serviceable than myself j and I might depend 
on adequate acknowledgments and recompenses, 
etc., etc.. The- drinkers, finding we did not return 
immediately to the table, sent os a decanter ■ of 
Madeira, which the governor -made liberal u.se of,, 
and in - proportion became more profuse of his 
solicitations and promises. 

My Answers were to this purpose: that my cir» 
cumstances, thanks to God, were such as, to . make 
proprietary.' favours unnecessary to me; and .that, 
being a mem.ber of thC' Assem.bly, I could not 
.po.ssibly accept of any; that, however, I had no ' 
pers.on.al -.enmity to the proprietary, and that, when- 
.e.ver... the-, public .measures he propos’d should appear 
to be for the good of the people, no one should 
espouse and forward them more zealously than 
myself ; my past opposition having been founded on 
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this, that the measures which had been urged were 
cFidentiy intended to serve the proprietary interest, 
with great prejudice to that: of the people ;/ that I 
was much obliged.. to 'him (the governor) for Ms. 
professions of regard to me, and that he might rely 
on every thing in my power to. make his administra- 
tion as easy as possible, hoping at the same time 
that he had not brought with him the same unfor- 
..tunate instruction his predecessor had beenhampePd 
with. 

On this he did not then explain himself; but 
when he afterwards came to do business with the. 
Assembly, they appear’d again, the disputes . were 
renewed, and I Vv^as as active as ever in the opposi- 
tion, being the penman, hrst, of the request to have 
a communication of the instructions, and then of the 
remarks' upon them, which may be found in the 
votes of the time, and in the Historical Review I 
afterward publisMd. But between us personally 
■ no enmity arose ; we were often together ; he' was' a 
man of letters, had seen much .of the world, and was 
very entertaining and pleasing in.; conversation. He' 
gave 'me the first information that my old friend 
Jas, Ralph was still alive; that he was esteem’d one 
of the best political writers in England ; had been 
employ’d in the dispute between Prince Frederic and 
the king, and had obtain’d a pension of three hundred 
a year; that his reputation was indeed small. as a 
poet, Pope having damned his poetry in the 
Diinciad ;. but his prose was thought as good as any 
man’s. 

; ^ ^ The Assembly finally finding the proprietary 
obstinately persisted in manacling their deputies with 
instructions inconsistent not only with the privileges 
of the people, but with the service of the crov/n, 
resolv’d tO' petition the king against them., and. 

' ^ T.he many unanimous resolves of the Assembly — ^^what date . 
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appointed me their agent to go over to England, to 
present and support the petition. The Hoose had 
■sent np a .bill to the governor, granting a sum „ of 
sixty thousand pounds for the Idng^s use (ten 
thousand pounds of which was subjected to the 
orders of the then general, Lord Loiidoun), which 
the governor absolutely refus’d to pass, iri' compliance 
with his instructions. ' 

I had agreed with Captain Morris, of the paquet 
at New York, for my passage, and my stores were 
put 00 board, when Lord Loudoun arriv’d at Phila- 
delphia, expressly, as he told me, to endeavor an 
accommodation between the governor and Assembly, 
that his majesty’s service might not be . obstructed 
by their dissensions. Accordingly, he desir’d the 
governor and myself to meet him, that he might 
hear what was to - be said on both sides. We miet 
and , discuss’d the business. In behalf of 'the 
■Assembly, I urg’d all. the various arguments that 
may- -.be found in the public .p.apers of -that- time, ■ 
which were of my w.riting, and. are printed with the 
minutes of .'the Assembly 5 and the governor pleaded 
.his mstructions; the bond he had -given to observe 
them., and .his ruin- if he disobey’d, yet seemed not 
, unwilling -to hazard himself if Lord Loudoun would 
: advise ■.,:it. . -This his lordship -did not' chase to dc),-' 
tho.ogh I .once : thou gilt I had nearly prevail’d, with 
him to do- it ; but hnally he rather chose to urge the , 
compliance of the Assembly ; and he entreated me 
to use my endeavours with them for that purpose, 
declaring that he would spare none of the king’s 
troops for the defense of our frontiers, and that, if 
we did not continue to provide for that defense 
ourselves, they must remain expos’d to the enemy. 

> I acquainted the House with what had pass’d, 
andy presenting them with a set of resolutions I had 
drawn up,’ declaring our rights, and that we did 
not relinquish our claim to those lights, but only 
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liberty to proceed on my voyage. '' But, iii the mean- 
time,, the paquet had . sailed ■with my,' sea-stores, 
which was some loss ■ to me, and my only recom- 
pense was his lordship’s thanks for my service,, all 
the credit of obtaining the accommodation falling to 
his share. 

He set out for New York before me; and, as the 
time for dispatching the paquet-boats ■ was ■ at his 
disposition, and there were two then remaining 
there, one of which, he said, was to sail very soon,: 
I requested to know the precise time, that I might' 
not misS' her by any delay of mine. His answer 
was, "'^,1 have given out ■ that she is to sail " on 
Saturday next ; but I may let you know, enire .nous, 
that if you are there by Monday morning, you will 
be in time, but do not delay longer.” ^By some 
accidental:, hinderance at„ , a ■ -ferry, it w^as Rlonday 
noon .before I arrived, and I- was m.uch- 'afraid, she 
might have sailed, as the, wind was fair ; but I was 
soon made easy by the information that she w^as still 
in the , harbor, and' would not -move till the next 
day.' One would imagine' that I was now on the 
very point of departing for Europe. I thought 'SO'; 
but I' was not then so well acquainted, with Ms lord- 
ship’s character, of which indecision was one of the 
strongest features, I shall give some instances. It 
.was, about the-. beginning of April that;, I came, to 
New York, and I think it was near , the end of June 
before,' we sail’d. . There .were, 'then two' of the 
paquet-boats, which had been long in port, but' were 
detained for' the general’s letters, ■ which w^^ere always 
to be ready to-morrow. Another paquet arriv’d 5 
she too was detain’d ; and, before we sail’d, a fourth 
19I 
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■was expected. Ours was the first to be dispatch’d, 
as having been there longest. Passengers were 
engag’d in all, and some extremely impatient to be 
gone, and the merchants uneasy about their letters, 
and the orders they had given for insurance (it being 
war time) for fall goods ; but their anxiety avail’d 
nothing ; his lordship’s letters were not ready ; and 
yet whoever waited on him found him always at 
his desk, pen in hand, and concluded he must needs 
write abundantly. 

Going myself one morning to pay my respects, I 
found in his antechamber one Innis, a messenger of 
Philadelphia, who had come from thence express with 
a paquet from Governor Denny for the General. He 
delivered to me some letters from my friends there, 
which occasion’d my inquiring when he was to re- 
turn, and where he lodg’d, that I might send some 
letters by him. Ke told me he was order’d to call 
to-morrow at nine for the general’s answer to the 
governor, and should set off immediately. I put my 
letters into his hands the same day. A fortnight 
after I met him again in the same place. “ So, you 
are soon return’d, Innis ‘‘ Retard d I no, I am 

not gone yet.” “Flow so?” “I have called here 
by order every morning these two weeks past for his 
lordship’s letter, and it is not yet ready.” “Is it 
possible, when he is so great a writer ? for I see him 
constantly at his escritoire.” “Yes,” says Innis, 
“ but he is like St George on the signs, always on 
horseback, and never rides on.” This observation 
of the messenger was, it seems, well founded ; for, 
when in England, I understood that Mr Pitt ga-i'e 
it as one reason for removing this general, and send- 
ing Generals Amherst and Wolfe, that the minister 
never heard from him, and could not know what he was 
doing. ' 

This daily expectation of sailing, and all the three 
paquets going down to Sand Hook, to join the 
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fleet tliere^, the passengers thought it best to be 
board, lest by, a sodden order the ships shooid.saii, 
and they be left behind* There, if I remember right, 
■ we were about^ s,ix weeks, coosuming-oor . sea-store 
and oblig'd to procure more. 'At length the 
sail'd, the General and all his army on board, bound 
to Louisburg, with intent to besiege and take that 
fortress ; all. the paquet-boats in company ordered to 
atten,d the GeneraFs ship, ready to receive his dis- 
patches when they should be ready. . "We were out 
five days before we got a letter with leave to part, 
and then our ship quitted the fleet and steered for 
England. , The other two paquets he still detained, 
carried them with him to Halifax, where he stayed 
some time to exercise the men in .sham attacks upon 
sham forts, then alter'd his mind as to besieging Lou- 
isburg, and return'd to New York, with all his troops, 
together with the two paquets above mentioned, and' 
all their passengers I During his absence the French 
had taken Fort George, on the frontier 
■: province,. ^ and the .savages had ■ massacred 
of the^ garrison .after capitulation.'.' ■ 
saw afterwards in .London Captain. Bonnell, who 
nanded .one of those paquets. . He told me. that, 
he had. been detain'd , a month, he acquainted 
lordship:, that his ship was grown foul, to a de- 
gree' that, must necessarily hinder her fast sailing, a 
point of consequence ' for a paquet-boat, and , re- 
" quested an allowance of time to heave her down and 
clean her bottom. He was asked how , long time 
.' that .would require. He answer’d, three, days. 
The general replied, If you can do it in one day, 

I give leave; otherwise not; for you must certainly 
sail the da'j after to-morrow.” .So he never obtain'd 
leave,, though, detained afterwards ' from day to day 
during full three months. 

I saw also in London '.one, .of Bonnell's passengers, 
who was so enrag’d against: his lordship for deceiv- 
V. N. ■■■", I 
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ing and detaining Mm so long at New York, and 
then carrying him to Halifax .and back: again, that 
he swore he would sue him for damages^ • Whether 
he did or not, I never heard ; but,. as he .represented 
the' injury to his affairs, it was very .considerable. . 

On' the' whole,. I wonderM much how. such a 
man came to be intrusted with' so important a 
business as the conduct of a great . army ; . but, 
having since seen more of the great . world, and 
the means of obtaining, and motives for giving 
places, my wonder is diminished. General 'Shirley, 
on whom the command of the army devolved upon 
the death of Braddock, would, in my opinion, if 
continued in place, have made a much better cam- 
paign.^ than that of Loudoun in 1757,. which, was 
frivolous, expensive, and disgraceful . to, our. 'natio'n 
beyond conception ; . .for, tho’ Shirley. W'as' not: a 
bred. . soldier, he was sensible and sagacious in him- 
self, and 'attentive to good advice from others, cap- 
.able of forming judicious plans, and quick and active 
..in. carrying them into execution. Loudoun, instead 
.of defending the colonies .with his great arm.y, left 
.them totally .expos’d, while he paraded idly at Hali-' 

. fax,; by .which means Fort . George was lost, "besides, 

.. he de.rang’d all- our. mercantile operations, and 'dis- "• 
. tress’d. our .trade, by a long embargo on the exporra-. 
tioii of provisions, on pretence of keeping supplies 
from' being obtain’d by the enemy, but iH' reality for 
beating down their price in favor of the contractors, 
in whose profits, it was said, perhaps from suspicion 
only, he had a share. And, when at length the em- 
bargo was taken off, by neglecting to send notice 
of it to Charlestown, the Carolina fleet was detain’d 
near three months longer, whereby their bottoms 
were so much damaged by the worm that a great 
part of them foundered in their passage home. 

Shirley was, I believe, sincerely glad of being 
relieved from so burdensome a charge as the conduct 
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of an army must be to a man unacquainted with 
military business. I was at the entertainment given 
by the city of New York to Lord Loudoun, on his 
taking upon him the command. Shirley, tho’ 
thereby superseded, was present also. There was 
a great company of officers, citizens, and strangers, 
and, some chairs having been borrowed in the 
neighborhood, there was one among them very low, 
which fell to_ the lot of Mr Shirley. Perceiving it 
as I sat by him, I said, “They have given you, sir, 
too low a seat.” “No matter,” says he, “Mr 
Franklin, I find a lotv seat the easiest.” 

While I was, as afore mention’d, detain’d at 
New York, I receiv’d all the accounts of the pro- 
visions, etc., that I had furnish’d to Braddock, some 
of which accounts could not sooner be obtain’d from ■ 
the different persons I had employ’d to assist in 
the^ business. I pesented them to Lord Loudoun, 
desiring to be paid the ballance. He caus’d them 
to be regularly examined by the proper officer, who, 
after comparing every article with its voucher, cer- 
tified them to be right; and the balance due for 
which his lordship promis’d to give me an order on 
the paymaster. This was, however, put off from 
time to time; and, tho’ I call’d often for it by 
appointment, I did not get it. At length, just be- 
fore _ my departure, he told me he had, on better 
consideration, concluded not to mix his accounts 
with those of his predecessors. “And you,” says 
he, when in England, have only to exhibit your 
accounts at the treasury, and you will be paid 
immediately.” 

I mention’d, but without effect, the great and unex- 
pected expense I had been put to by being detain’d 
SO long at New^ York, as a reason for my desiring to 
be presently paid; and on my observing that it was 
not right I should be put to any further trouble or 
delay in obtaining the money I had advanc’d, as I 
/ '■ :..L 
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ch^sged 120 commission for my service, "'O, Sir,” 
says he, ''' you must not think of persuading es that 
you are no gainer ; we understand better those alFairs^^ 
and know that every one concerned in, supplying 
the army finds means, in the doing it, to fill his own 
pockets/^ I assur’d him that was not my case, and 
that I had not pocketed a farthing; but he appear’d 
clearly not to believe me ; and, indeed, I have since 
learnt that immense fortunes are often made in 
such employments. As to my ballance, I am not 
paid it to this day, of which more hereafter. 

Our captain of the paquet had boasted much, be- 
fore we sailed, of the swiftness of his ship ; unfor- 
tunately, when we came to sea, she proved the 
dullest of ninety-six sail, to his no small mortifica- 
tion. ■ After many conjectures respecting the cause, 
when we were near another ship almost as dull as 
ours, which, however, gain’d upon us, the captain 
ordered all hands to come aft, and stand as near the 
ensign staff as possible. We were, ' passengers in- 
cluded, about forty persons. While we stood there, 
the ship mended her pace, and soon left her neigh- 
bour far. behind, which prov’d clearly what o.ur 
captain suspected, that she was loaded too much by 
the head. The casks of water, it seems, had been 
all plac’d forward; these he therefore order’d to be 
mov’d further aft, on which the ship, recover’d her 
character, .and proved the sailer in the fleet. 

■ The captain said she had once gone at , the 
rate of thirteen knots,, which is accounted ; thir- 
teen miles .per hour. We had on board, as , a pas- 
senger, Captain Kennedy, of .the Navy, .who , con-; 
.tended that it was impossible, and that no .ship,, 
ever sailed so fast, and .that there., must have . been, 
some .error’ in .the, division, of the log-line, or some 
mistake in heaving the log. A wager ensu’d be- 
tween the two captains, to be decided when there 
should be sufficient wind. Kennedy thereupon ex- 
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Vamin’d rigorously the , log-line, and, being satisfied 
with that, he determine to throw the log himself. 
Accordingly some days after, when the wind blew 
very fair and fresh, and the captain of the ' paquet, 
Liitwidge, said he believ’d -she then went at the rate 
of thirteen knots, Kennedy made the experiment, 
and own’d, his wager lost. 

The above fact I give for the sake of the follow- 
ing observation. It has been remark’d, as an im- 
perfection in the art of ship-building, that it can^ 
never be known, till she is tried, whether a new 
ship will or will not be a good sailer 5 for that the 
model of a good-sailing ship has l)een exactly 
follow’d in a new one, which has prov’d, on the 
contrary, remarkably dull. I apprehend that this 
may partly be occasion’d by the different opinions 
of seamen respecting the modes of lading, rigging, 
and sailing of a ship 5 each has his system •, and the 
same vessel, laden by the judgment and orders of 
one captain, shall sail better or worse than when by 
the orders of another. Besides, it scarce ever hap- 
pens that a ship is form’d, fitted for the sea, and 
sail’d by the same person. One man builds the 
hull, another rigs her, a third lades and sails her., 
No one of these has the advantage of knowing all 
the ideas and experience of the others, and, there- 
fore, can not draw just conclusions from a combina- 
tion of the whole. 

Even in the simple operation of sailing when at 
sea, I have often observ’d different judgments in the 
officers who commanded the successive watches, the 
wind being the same. One would have the sails 
trimm’d sharper or flatter than another, so that they 
seem’d to have no certain rule to govern by. Yet 
I think a set of experiments might be instituted, 
first, to determine the most proper form of the hull 
for swift , sailing ; next, the best dimensions and pro- 
peiest place for the masts j'.then the, form and qiian- 
i9J 
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tity of sailsj and their position^ as the wind may bey 
and, lastly, the disposition of the lading. This is an 
age of experiments, and I think, a .set ^accurately 
made and - combinM would be of great use. I am 
persuaded, therefore, that ere long, some ingenious 
philosopher will undertake it, to whom I wish 
success. 

We were several times chased in our passage, but 
outsaiFd every thing, and in thirty days had souiid- 
iiigs. We had a good observation, and the captain 
judgM himself so near our port, Falmouth, that, if 
we made a good run in the night, we might be off 
the mouth of that harbor in, the morning, and by 
running in the night might escape the notice of the' 
enemy’s privateers, who often crus’d near the en- 
trance of . the channel. Accordingly, all . the sail 
was set; that we could possibly' make, and ' the '■wind 
being very fresh and fair, we went right before 'it, 
and made great way. The captain, ' after his' ob- 
servation, shap’d his course, as he thought, so as to ' 
pass wide ’Of the SciUy Isles 5 but it seems there 
sometimes a strong indraught setting.up St 'George’s' 
Channel, .which .-deceives, seamen and caused the loss' 
of Sir Cloudesley Shovefs , squadron. This, in- / 
•draught -was probably the cause of what happened . 
toms. 

We had a watchman plac’d in the bow, to whom 
.they often called, Look well out . before ' therey^: r 
and he as often answered, ay ” 5 but pe.rhaps. 

had his eyes shut, and was half asleep at the time, 
they sometimes answering, as is said, mechaaically j 
for he did not see a light just before us, which had 
been hid by the studding-sails from the man at the 
helm, and from the rest of the watch, but by an 
accidental yaw of the ship was discover’d, and 
occasion’d a great alarm, we being very near it, 
the light appearing to me as big as a cart-wheel. 
It was' midnight, and our captain fast asleep ; but 
Ip8 
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Captain Kennedy ^ jumping ■npon' deck, and seeing 
i I, the danger, ordered the ship to wear round, all sails 

'' Standings an, operation' dangerous.' to. the masts, but 

; it carried us clear, and we escaped shipwreck, 'for we 

1 .were runiimg right upon the rocks on which the light- 

house was erected. This deliverance impressed me 
j, .Strongly with the utility of light-houses, and made 

■ me resolve to encourage the building' more of them 
] in America, if I should live to return there. ■ 

I ' In the morning it was found by the soundings, etc., 

,| that we were near our port, .but a thick fog hid the 

I land from our sight. About nine o^clock the fog 

I began 'to rise, and seem’d to be lifted up. from the 

water like the curtain at a play-house, discovering 
j underneath, the town of Falmouth, the vessels in its 

harbor, and the fields that surrounded it. This was 
a most pleasing spectacle to those who had been so 
I long without a'ny other prospects than the uniform 

j . . ?'iew, ,of a vacant ocean, and it gave us the more 

K.'.. . ..pleasure 'as we , were now free from the anxieties 
> > which; the state of war : occasion’d.".. 

■ I, 'set out immediately, with ” my son, for London, 
.'/and; "we , :oiily,,'stopt ,a little' , by '.the way ■ to view 
Stonehenge on Salisbury Plain, ^ and Lord Pern- 
'.broke’s 'house and gardens,' with- his very curious 
'■ antiq'uities at Wilton. We arrived in London the 
27th of July, 1757-^ 

^ Here terminates tbe Autobiography, as published by 'Wm. 
,, Temple Frankii.n and his successors. What follows was written 
in the last year of Dr, Franklin’'s life, and was first printed .(in 
. English) 'm Mr Bigeiow s edition of 1868, — Ed, 
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As soon as I was settled in a lodging Mr Charles 
had provided for me, I went to visit Dr Fothergill, 
to whom I was strongly recommended, and whose 
counsel respecting my proceedings I was advis’d to 
obtain. He was against an immediate complaint to 
government, and thought the proprietaries should 
first be personally appli’d to, who might possibly be 
induc’d by the interposition and persuasion of some 
private friends, to accommodate matters amicably. 
I then w'-aited on my old friend and correspondent, 
Mr Peter Collinson, who told me that John Hanbury, 
the great Virginia merchant, had requested to be 
informed when I should arrive, that he might carry 
me to Lord Granville’s, who v/as then President of 
the Council and wished to see me as soon as possible. 
I agreed to go with him the next morning. Accord- 
ingly Mr Hanbury called for me and took me in his 
carriage to that nobleman’s, who receiv’d me with 
great civility; and after some questions respecting 
the present state of affairs in America and discourse 
thereupon, he said to me: *^You Americans have 
wrong ideas of the nature of your constitution ; you 
contend that the king’s instructions to his governors 
are not laws, and think yourselves at liberty to 
regard or disregard them at your own discretion. 
But those instructions are not like the pocket instruc- 
tions given to a minister going abroad, for regulat- 
ing his conduct in^ some trifling point of ceremony. 
They are flrst drawn up by judges learned in the 
laws they are then .considered, de.bated, and per- 
haps amended in Council, after which they are signed 
by the' king. They are then, so far as they relate. to 
you, the /a*w of the landj for the king' is the Leg.is- 
■L'ATOR OF THE. Colonies.”' .I told Ms lordship^ this 
was ■ new, doctrine: to me. I had always understood 
from our charters that our laws were to be made by 
our Assemblies, to be presented indeed to the king 
for his royal assent, but that being once given the 
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king could not repeal or alter them. And as the 
Assemblies- conk! not make permanent laws without 
his assentj, so neither could he make a law for them 
without theirs. lie assuPd me I was totally mis- 
taken. I did not think so, however, and his lord-™ 
shipk ' conversation having a little alarm’d me as to Ix 

i|[hat might be the sentiments of the court concern- 
ing us, I wrote it down as soon as I return’d to ray 
lodgings. I recollected that about 20 years before, 
a clause in a bill ‘brought into Parliament by the 
ministry had propos’d to make the king’s instructions 
laws in the colonies, but the clause was thrown out 
by the Commons, for which we adored them as our 
friends and friends of liberty, till by their conduct 
towards us in 1765 it seem’d that they had refus’d 
that point of sovereignty to the king only that they 
might reserve it for themselves. 

After some days, Dr Fothergill having spoken to 
the' proprietaries, they agreed to a meeting with me 
at Mt' T. Penn’s house in Spring Garden. The con- 
versation at first consisted of mutual declarations of 
disposition to reasonable accommodations, but I sup- 
pose each, party had its own ideas of what should 
be meant by reasomMe, We then went into con- 
sideration of our several points of complaint, which 
!■ enumerated. ■ The proprietaries justify’d their con- 
duct as well as they could, and I the Assembly’s. 

We now appeared very wide, and so far from each 
other in our opinions as to discourage all hope of 
agreement. However, it was concluded that I 
should' give them the heads of our complaints in 
writing, and they promis’d then to consider them. 

I did so soon after, but they put the paper into the 
hands of their solicitor, Ferdinand John Paris, who 
managed for them all their law business in their 
great' suit ' with, the neighbouring proprietary of ■ 

Maryland, , Lord ■ Baltimore, which, had subsisted 
70 years, and' wrote for them all, their papers and 
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messages in their dispute with the AssembiyV H2 
was a proud,, angry man, and as I had occasionally in. 
the answers of the Assembly treated Ms papers with 
some severity, they being really weak in point of 
argument ''and ha.ughty in expression, he had con-, 
■ceived a mortal enmity to me, which d.isGov.enEg' 
itself whenever we met, I dedinM the proprietary’s 
proposal that he and I should discuss the heads of 
complaint between our two selves, and refus’d treat-, 
ing with any one but them* They then by his advice 
put the paper into the hands of the Attorney and 
Solicitor- General for their opinion and counsel upon 
■it, where it lay unanswered a year wanting eight 
days, during which time I made frequent demands 
of an answer from the proprietaries, but without 
obtaining ■ any ' other than . that they had not yet 
received ■ the opinion of the.. Attorney and Solicitor- 
General, ■■What^ it . was; when they did receive it !■. 
never learnt, for they did not communicate it to me, 
but .sent a long; message to the. Assembly "drawn and 
signed by Paris, 'reciting my paper, complaining' of ' 
its want of formality,' as a rude-ness on ,ixiy 'part, and,,., 
giving a Himsy justification ■ of their cond'oct, 'adding" 
that they sho.uid be willing, 'to .accommodate, matters ' 
if the Assembly would send out same candour 

to -' treat with them .for that purpose, ,,;'-intim.ating\, 
thereby that .I was" not :sijch. 

-:,:"The w.ant of formality or rudeness was, probably, 
my not having address’d -the paper to them with 
their assum’d titles of True and Absolute Proprie- 
taries of the Province of Pennsylvania, which I 
omitted as not thinking it necessary in a paper, the 
intention of which was o.nly to reduce , to, a-, certainty . 
by writing, what in conversat on I had delivered 
vim voce^ 

But during this delay, the Assembly having pre- 
vailed with Gov’t Denny to pass an act taxing the 
proprietary estate in common w’th the estates of 
202 







HIS' AUTOBIOGEAPHY 


■ the peopiej/ wliicli .was :the grand , point in .disputej, 
they omitted ans.werliig^^ 

■ When this act. liowev.er - came over,, the "‘proprie- 
taries, • eounselied . by . Paris, .. determined ■ to oppose 
its ^receiving ' the royal assent. ^ Accordingly, they 
petitioQ^l the' king in Council, and a hearing was 
"appointed in which two lawyers were employed by 
them against the act,- and two by me in. support'' of' 
it. They alJedg’d that the act was intended to load 
the proprietary estate in order to spare those of the 
people, and that if it were -suifer’d to continue in 
force, and the proprietaries who" were in odi'Um with 
the people, left to their mercy- in proportioning the 
taxes, they would inevitably be; mined. We replyy 
that the act had no such ', intention, and would have 
no such effect. That the assessors were honest and 
discreet men under an oath to’ assess fairly and' 
equitably,' and that any advantage each- of them 
might . expect in lessening his own 'tax by augment- 
ing : that of the proprietaries was too trifling tO' induce 
them 'to , perjure themselves. . This is the purport of 
what"! .remember as urged: by. both -sides, except 
that ' We': insisted strongly on- the .mischievous conse- 
'.quences .'that must- attend .'a. .repeal, for that -’the 
money, 00,000, being printed and -given to the 
king’s' '-use, expended in his service, and now spread 
.among the people, the repeal ■ would ■ strike ' it dead 
in their hands to the ruin of many, and the total 
discouragement of future grants, .and the selfishness 
of ' the proprietors in soliciting such a general catas- 
trophe, merely from a groundless fear of their estate 
'.being- .taxed too highly, was . insisted on ia^' the 
strongest terms. -On this. Lord . Mansfield, one of 
the. , .counsel rose, and .beckoning 'me took ''me i,nto 
the clerk’s chamber, while the ' lawyers were plead- 
ing, and asked me if I was really of - opinion that no 
.injury would, , be done the . proprietary estate in the 
exeGudon of the act. I said., o.ertainly, ^^Tlien,” 
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says he^ you can have little objection to enter into 
an engagement to assure that point.” I answer 

None at ail.” He then calFd in Paris^ and after 
some discourse^ his lordship^s proposition was ac- 
cepted on both sides ; a paper to the purpose was 
drawn up by the Clerk of the Council which I 
sign’d with Mr Charles, who was also an Agent of 
the Province for their ordinary affairs, when Lord 
Mansfield returned to the Council Chamber, where, 
finally the law was allowed to pass. Some changes 
were however recommended and we also engaged 
they should be made by a subsequent law, but the 
Assembly did not think them necessary; for one 
year’s tax having been levied by the act before the 
order of Council arrived, they appointed a committee 
to examine the proceedings of the assessors, and on 
this committee they put several particular friends of 
the proprietaries. After a full enquiry, they unani- 
mously sign’d a report that they found the tax had 
been assess’d with perfect equity. 

The Assembly looked into my entering into the 
first part of the engagement, as an essential service 
to the Province, since it secured the credit of the 
paper money then spread over all the country. They 
gave me their thanks in form when I return’d. 
But the proprietaries were, enraged at Governor 
Denny for having pass’d the act, and turn’d.' him 
out with threats of suing him for breach of instruc- 
tions which- he had given bond to observe. He, ' 
however, having done' it at the instance of the 
General, and for His- Majesty’s service, and having 
some powerful interest. at court, despis’d the threats 
and .they were never put in execution. . ^ ® 

[Unfinished]. 
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There are a multiplicity of standpoints from which 
we must view the maoy-sided Franklin if we would 
have more than a meagre misconception of ' that 
rich ao,d varied personality | but I think his life, 
regarded somewhat objectively, falls readily into 
' three periods which have a historical quite as much 
as they have a _ biographic character. If we look 
upon him, as surely we must look upon him, as the 
greatest type and example of the Citizen which 
modern history knows, and , recognise that it . was 
evidently ■ Benjamin Franklin’s business ' and alFair 
upon, this earth to be a citizen, and only his trade ■ 
and ' 'livelihood to be a printer, and hiscasual occu- 
;;:pa'ri0n'. and,' .pastime to be, amongst, many other 
.thi,rigs> a; cele.,brated man of science — -then we .shall 
.also. -recognise that. hiS' life:. is -divisible into his 
Apprenticeship,' his Journeyman- years,- and the 
■great period of his Mastership in the practical art 
and mystery, which he made -so- completely his own, 

' in all -its branches and at all its levels, of being the 
Complete Citizen — of his city, his country, and the 
world. And' upon further consideration we shall 
find that the three great stages of his life are 
■marked by such a progressive enlargement of the 
scene and the character of his civic activity as these 
three .words- — city, country, world — may -stand for. 

Already: in .Bis twenty-second year, we have "the 
spectacle of a certain ingenious, ' purposeful young 
man called Frankliii, a citizen of Philadelphia, whom, 
young aS' he is,- Philadelphia is peculiarly conscious' 
,.of possessing, :-He.. is but a working printer, newly , 
V':-' .20'7..'' 
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set op in a small way of business with another 
man 3 has no position worth speaking and really 
ought to count for nothing with his neighbours* 
But his practical turn and his genius for thriving on a. 
very little, which one must respect, and his searching 
and humorous sort of mind, which is perhaps not 
quite so pleasant to live beside, have made him a 
marked man among them* A stranger ■ coming into 
that part, and taking his ease at his inn, would (we 
feel) be sore to hear him spoken of, not in every case 
with approbation, within the next twenty-four hours* 
Benjamin Franklin is already an asset of the place, 
though nobody there sees that he is on his way to 
become a power in the land. He does not see , it 
himself; and if he has already done some things, 
and is daily exercising some faculties, that must tend 
to carry him into a large sphere of activity, he does 
those things and exercises those faculties strictly 
with regard to the day’s purposes and to the sphere 
of activity in which he actually £nds himself. What- 
ever his . defects — for he has been self-educated 
and has lived as a kind of orphan, runaway or 
castaway, in two hemispheres — he is singularly, 
lucid, singularly alive: and has drawn a wonderful 
number of moral inferences, considering his years, 
from his own experience and his own thought. But 
perhaps his simple and axiomatic desire to be as, little 
as possible either an incompetent, a fool, or a rogue 
in his passage through this world, affords the only, 
as it' is- a quite sufficient token, that he is an original 
genius and a man in five millions. 

-Having. begun at- the -beginning,' and .having a long: 
way- to go, ■■he must -needs travel at a great rate... 
through- the earlier, stages of .the journey ; and -by 
-his .twenty--'Seventh.-.or' his thirtieth, year ■he ,, .has 
■covered - .the whole - course, ' usually comprised . in .the, 
biographies of successful men and eminently exem- 
plary citizens- At twenty-one he had organised the 
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§ JontOj, and was himself^ we cannot doubts equal to 

’^1 half the entire inteilectuai . strength ■ of that famous 

^ body and its branches. At twenty-two he has become 

partner,. in a ■ business, his intelligence and character 
being reckoned a contribution amply equ,ivalent to 
the other parties''* capital. At twenty-three he 
/ improvises and publishes a pamphlet upon a difficult 

’I currency question concerning which opinion was 

I fiercely agitated, and' so does much to determine 

c the colonial legislature's decision on that matter. 

? This Modest Inquiry into the Nature and Necessity 

of a Paper Currency is now looked upon as having 
' been an extraordinary production for its place and 

; time, anticipating the method and some of the posi- 

tions of Adam Smith — who was then, however, aii' 
i ' urchin six years old. In this same year our young 

printer takes over the Pennsylvajtia GazettCp of which 
he is manager, editor, and by far the wisest and 
most humorous contributor to its columns 5 and he 
makes of it in a day such a newspaper as America 
I had iiot\hitherto known. In his twenty-fourth year 

t he. has become sole proprietor- of the growing 

I business by an honourable arrangement with his 

partner/' who has decided that town- work is not his 
vocation and wants to get back to husbandry. For 
Franklin, the only difficult point is ■ to choose his 
creditor In making the necessary arrangements, more 
than one friend .having spontaneously pressed upon 
him the offer of financial facilities for a venture of 
his own, if he would make it. Next year, at the 
age of twenty-live, he has, acting with some 
friends — who would not have acted at all in the 
-matter but for his ingenuity in making them believe 
that they cared for these things far more than he 
did — brought into being and started -on a pros- 
perous career the .Philadelphia .Library, the parent 
of the subscription libraries in America, and to-day 
a flourishing institution ,of which that country is 
■:o.' ^ 209 ^ ^ . 
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jostij ' proud. . 'All . his twenty-scYenth year he has 
hegiiii to publish the most famous popular . annual 
■■ .which ever came from the press.' ■■ Foor RkBard^s. 
■■ ■■ Almmtach was indeed infloential as well, as .famous, 
and is perhaps the one secular work in the world. 

■ .which has educated a people and formed .■ the , char- 
acter of a ■nation. l"'et the voice that spoke in it 
was always the voice of Ben Franklin, . printer in 
Philadelphia, and expressed his mind even when .the 
words were those of other men. We might legiti- 

■inately, therefore, look .on his apprentice . period in 
the art of citizenship as ending at' this point,, where 
Poor Richard begins, or earlier. ' But tho.ugh , he 
has ' already, in this so-called apprentice . period, 
done work which would be achievement enough 

■ for an ordinary excellent citizen’s lifetime, yet the 
more historical view justifies us in dating his second 
period from about his thirty-third year. 

What .is- worth' noting in his first period is less 
what he -has done, notable as that ' is, than - the way ' 
in which he has done it, the motives, by which he 
has been impelled. , His progress towards bein,g a 
philosopher and even a person of some social import- 
ance, .is neither the issue of any expansive ideologies' 
nor the realisation of any ambitious dreams. It seems 
to come, about, naturally and almost unperceived, 
from the everyday applications of common-sense to 
■the things immediately in view, the little situations '■ 
of .the. day. and the^hour... As he is a .Man, he wishes . 
^to be an intelligent one, and therefore takes the 
trouble of thinking 5 and that he may think to better 
purpose, he seeks information wherever he can find 
it. As he is a Printer, he attends to his business 
and he differs from the majority in that and all other 
trades in recognising that his business has claims 
upon him, and that' those claims include not only 
industry, and intelligence but also character. Pie is 
one-df 'the .K^f-dozen optimists who have firmly 
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believed that moral 'worth is worth ■ something even 
ill the most desperate circumstances, siicli as the 
conduct 'of a' thriving, business,, , .Finaiiy,, .as a P,liik"- 
delphian,. he is interested in all the thing,s and the 
'peop,Ie.' immediately around him ; and he -has his own , , 
tliGuglit, 'and ,pr.e.seotly his own word to say, on all 
the/,. little politics of the place,, and the province. , His 
pamphlet on paper currency has been spoken of ; but 
it is less useful, for an' understanding of Franklin, to 
exclaim about its precocity and its argumentative 
value than to recognise its immediately , practical 
genesis and aim. It is not a treatise by a young 
thinker, but the printed reasonings of a townsman, 
which he thinks may help. It is, in a word, but' an 
instance of that civic handiness, that immediate 'un- 
professional competence in all the things upon which 
good sense could have a word to say, or character a 
point of view^ to advocate, which by-aod-by carried 
.Frankiin- forward into the ranks. of the foremost men 
of fills 'age.: Yet he laid;, down nothing, emerged 
fronr fiio ' -iimitad^ in f issuing.- from the smaller 
'.sphe,ref 5 ,, : he. . took up no, , new ■■fashion,' or. faculty :or 
„knowledge in entering into the larger one — but ..was 
just-, the'' same Benjamin Franklin,, reasoning and 
.reasonable, whether as citizen. of Philadelphia taking 
home.' Ms purchases of paper in a wheelbarrow, o.r as 
the' representative man of a. whole people, placed 
prominently in, the eye of all the world. At any 
time in his third period he could., have returned .- to 
the scenes and occupations of his first — to Ms daily 
work , as a colonial printer, and Ms limited concern- 
ments- as a , citizen of Philadelphia — witho-ut any 
■Ghange. of' that habit,. of mind . and : that level of 
iiiteliect;: and eharacter which .won .him. such esteem 
from, the,.,. learned men of- the French 'enlightenment 
and.^ such,, confidence . and respect,-. . amounting. tO' a 
moral- ascendancy,' in- -the ".minds, .of the ..ministers of 
Louis. XYL . , '..And we .m„ay say .that - if, Franklin was 
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always the right mao in the right place, it was 
because, more than any man who ever moved 
through such a range of activity and experience, he 
was always the same man wherever he found liini” 
self* It is this which has made it seem worth while 
to linger -thus over what was meant to be but a 
passing reference to the beginning of his career. 
For, not to say that in the beginning all things were, 
we may opine at least that Franklin^s life affords an 
extraordinary example of the value of an unpretend- 
ing disposition and an axiomatic mind 5 and that all 
his career seems, as we read it in greatest detail, but 
the matter-of-fact consequence of being alive, and 
having a home like one’s neighbour,, and a business 
to attend to, and a city to care for and serve. That 
is why I have called him the greatest. Citizen in 
modern history. 

From what has been said above it follows that the 
difference between his first and his second period is 
expresssed rather by a change in the sphere of his 
■activities or of his effective interests than in the 
character of the man or the range of his competence. 
The marked Philadelphian, much commented on by 
his neighbours, and sometimes spoken of even in 
the country places, has imperceptibly, and without 
■perceiving it, become ■ transformed into the leading 
, Pennsylvanian. ■ His home is in Philadelphia still, 
but the whole . province has become his city; anff 
the wider neighbourhood, beyond that province, 
through which his name is becoming quoted and 
familiar, coincides, with the area of English settle- 
.ment , on., the Atlantic ■ seaboard. But during . the 
Erst part of this period, though he counts for more 
.and more m the life of the community to which he 
belongs,' -it is '. still- -almost. en.tirely . as a private- 
individual that he exercises a felt Influence, tie 
is, more than any other, the man from whom people 
receive suggestions, or to whom they come for 
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counsel in moments of difficulty or impending failure 
of, their own efforts. Even. when a very good man 
has .laboured liard' at a very .good' scheme — as did 
Dr Bond'at his project for a Pennsylvania Hospital— 
the thing .cannot .make headway with ■ the , public 
until the public is assured that their townsman 
Fraiikrin has looked into and approves of it. His 
good sense, his good humour, his more than good 
wits in a case requiring them, his aptness to initiate 
improvements, his admirable moral faculty of never 
claiming the chief credit when they have been 
achieved — in a word, his instinct for well-doing, 
his knowledge of men, and his control over the 
common littlenesses of human nature in himself — 
have made him the most helpful man in Penns}dvania 
foT' all sorts of occasions. And the occasions on 
which Pennsylvania availed herself of the services 
of this private citizen led to public results of 
enduring consequence, and mark important steps 
in the evolution of the city and the province. The 
paving, cleaning, and lighting of the streets; the 
introduction of new trees, new. cereals, and of 
fertilisers 5 the invention of . the famed American 
stove;; the formation of a citizens^ fire brigade; the 
founding of that academy which became in no long 
time the University of Pennsylvania ; the organisation 
of the defences both of the city and the province' — 
these are some of the favours, and there were many 
more, for which Pennsylvania was indebted to 
Franklin, and, for the most part, not to Franklin 
as a' public man, but only as a private man of 
incomparable public spirit. 

' All this time, too, we might say that he was 
ma,io.iy minding and extending ■ his own- .private 
'business, were it not that, as' we have already 
agreed, his- business ' was really to be a citizen-, and 
his ■ occupation to make himself useful. Even Ms 
pastim.es ■ subs.erved ' that end. If he went out ' of 
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■doors one day, 'attended only by biS: son, to fly a 
kite 'in . a thunderstorm and snatch the lightnmg 
from the clouds, it was less out of an abstract desire 
to verify his theory of the Identity of the lightning 
flash and the so-called ■ electric fluid : than ■ hecaiis.e 
he felt that ' the home life of mankind would be 
practically beneBted by the conquest of that know- 
ledge. In the four years between 1749 and ■1753, 
he ■ suddenly became the most famous ■ scientific 
discoverer of his time.' The letters in which: he 
had described his surmises and experiments,, as 
so much news sent to a friend ' in England, were 
translated in the course of a few years into the 
principal European languages (including Latin), and 
were universally admired ; not only for the results 
which they communicated, but for their many 
qualities of matter and - form, . which' ranked- them 
as classics of scientific exposition. This philosopher 
of the backwoods was the wonder of the world in 
the middle .-of that century. And there was that 
.about the "Very subject-matter of his .reputation 
which caused him - to be regarded by the simpler 
public .■ of ..m-any na.tions as a:man of weird know- 
ledge .and power, if not- exactly as a wizard : in- .aii .■ 
earlier" age - he '^-would -have had . his legend, '. like 
.Michael Scot,- rather than a scientific recognition, 
like Newton. ■ ■ Nevertheles.s, ail this - time the, afore- 
-aai.-d .. p..rivate business- — the business,, of ' Benjamin 
Franklin, printer and stationer in Philadelphia' — • 
was prospering and extending, so that the head 
of it was now a man of wealth and substance, 
drawing from this source alone two thousand pounds 
a year. But Franklin valued money only for the 
degree in which it made him master of his own 
time, and so enabled him to prosecute his proper 
occupation of growing wise and being usefuL To 
further this end he made, about the time that we speak 
of (in 1748)^ one of the most generously arranged 
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retirements from business on: record. .That is to 
say^ he handed over the whole business with ail its 
branches. ..to,, his ..foreman -David .-Hall— a .. former- 
fellow- workman whom he, '.had taken into his em- 
:p.io,ymejit , a - few , years previously, having a high 
respect for his qualities of character and intelligence 
—handed over the entire business to Hall ,on an 
agreement that Hall should pay to him one^haif of the' 

■ present prof is for a term of eighteen years, and then 
become absolute and sole proprietor, doing with ' the^ 
bosiness as he liked.' At the same time it was 
arranged that neither Poor Pichardos Almanack nor 
the Pennsylvania Gazette was to be deprived of the 
strength and fascination which the sagacity, the 
knowledge,' and the humour of Benjamin Franklin 
could alone impart to their pages. 

The actual ' consequences of this retirement were, 
very different from those looked forward to by. the 
magnanimous printer, who, in taking this great step, 
had dreamt of securing "''' leisure during the rest of 
my life for philosophical studies and amusements.’^ 
Leisure he had indeed secured, ample leisure in 
which to wear himself out in the service of his 
Go-uotry'-aifflost to within an. hour of his 'death forty- 
two years later. And as to his amusements, if any 
,m,an might draw amusement from -observing the inner, 
springs of great events and studying the behaviour 
of O'Ur little, human nature at the elevated plane of 
..la haute politique^ it should be one who to a profound 
Acquaintance with ,the realities of life, as only poor 
'and: common folk for the most part kno-w them,', -has 
added '.the intellect of, a philosopher and the : discern- 
ment, of 'a humourist.. And to Franklin, -who .was 
.practical man and philosopher and .humourist' .in their 
'happiest., and most intimate combination, these oppor- 
.tiioities 'were to' be afforded, .:or:forced:upoii him, in 
consequenGe .of this ,,sai-d, retirement from, business'. 
.;an,d. ' ,.of ' : some ■ other . happeni'ngs which ■ were less 
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within his control. To refer to this, howcYer, is to 
anticipate. The point to be noted here is that 
Franklin^s retirement from business meant his entry 
into the sphere of what, at the risk of appearing 
paradoxical, I shall call official usefulness. Of 
course it is the aim and reason-for-being of officials, 
as such, to prevent anything useful from being done 
by anybody, and to do as little harm themselves as 
they can with the remainder of their time,, At any 
rate, in Franklin’s own words : — 

The publick now considering me as a man of leisure, 
laid hold of me for their purposes, every part of our civil 
government, and almost at the same time, imposing some 
duty upon me. The governor put me into the commission 
of the peace ; the corporation of the city chose me of the 
common council, and soon after an alderman ; and the 
citizens at large chose me a burgess to represent them in 
Assembly.” 

Thus the leading Pennsylvanian was a leading Penn- 
sylvanian still, only more full of works than ever. But 
he is now rendering, services to the province upon a 
scale and of a kind that would not have been posrible 
to a private member of the community, however dis- 
tinguished, influential, and honoured. Of these 
occupations — such as his improvement of the postal 
system of the entire colonies 5 his Plan of Union, 
submitted to the Congress at Albany in I754 ; di^s 
co-operation with General Braddock (by which he 
averted an impending risk of Pennsylvania beings 
dragooned if not devastated by that iracund defender 
of colonial safeties) 5 -his brief but creditable., career 
aS' a military commander and builder of wooden 
'frontier . fortresses— of these ,he has. give.n. in. the 
latter .part, of. the Autobiography a summary which 
is sufficient in regard to the historical events, but 
which makes too little of his own part and merit in 
the things that took place. But it was as leader of 
216 


HIS LATER LIFE 

die popular party in the constitutional conflict with 
the PenaSj proprietaries of ' Pennsyivankj, that his 
powers ' were now (from about 1850 onwards) 
most signally devdoped and- used to most far- 
reaching effect* It is, finally, in the course of this 
provincial conflict that he arrives at the further' 
limit of what I have called his second stage : when, 
at the crossing of an invisible line, the leading Peno- 
sylvaniaa becomes the Representative American — - 
because the most absolutely and comprehensively 
American man on that continent — and as such is 
planted forward, outside his own country, and upon 
the universal platform of the world, to be the intel- 
lectual and moral protagonist of a new nation, and 
the advocate of his distressed people to the hearts of 
the peoples of Europe. 

Now regarding the first of these periods, the 
Philadelphian period, the Autobiography gives a 
sufficients and a famous account. Regarding, the 
second, the Pennsylvanian period, it speaks with 
less fulness, and the record is abruptly broken off,' 
Regarding the third — the American or Continental 
period, when he became so conspicuously a citizen 
of the world, just because he loved his native 
country best — the Autobiography tells us nothing 
at all, ceasing as it does at a point some twenty 
years earlier. That is a loss which can never be 
made’ good, even by the longest and best biography, 
and the biographies of Franklin are amongst the 
longest and best in the English language. Within 
the limits of this ' appendix all that can be 
attempted is a brief summary, indicating the part 
played by Franklin in the history of the Revolu- 
tionary era. But even this may be serviceable to 
some readers of the present reprint, to, whom,, as 
few of them can have had the advantage of being 
born American citizens, knowledge of these things 
may not have come by nature.- First, however, 
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something must be' said in order to make more mtel- 
ligibie to English readers that struggle against the 
proprietors which engaged Franklin's energies dur- 
ing. the latter part of his Pennsylvanian periods 


The Province was named after Admiral William 
Penn^ to whose son — a more famous William — 
Charles IL conveyed it in 1 68 1, in lieu of a 
monetary settlement of the large claim against the 
Crown which the said son. had inherited from the 
Admiral. Under the title of Proprietor (or Pro- 
prietary) of Pennsylvania, William Penn was invested 
with the functions of a captain-general over this vast 
region, with power to make treaties with, the Indians 
and to purchase lands from, them; and while retain- 
ing the status of an English gentleman at home, was 
virtually created - a prince beyond the seas. ^ 

^ ' He -was to ' -appoint ■ judges and magistrates; co-uld 
pardon all crimes, except murder and treason ; and what- 
ever things he could lawfully do himself he could .appoint 
a deputy, to do, he and .his heirs for ever. . But he could 
lay. no.' impo.st, no customs, no tax, nor eria,ct a kw,. without 
-the' consent of ■ the ..freemen of - the province in Assembly 
represented. Of the land he was absolute proprietor ; nor 
would he .dispo-se of - any of it absolutely. Pie sold, great 
tracts , at- forty ■ shillings' per hundred acres-, all subject to 
.an annual .quit-rent of '.one shilling per hundred, acres. ' He 
also- reserved manors, - city. ' lots, and various . portions.:, of 
territory,-. either 'holding them a.gamst ' a rise in ' value or 
letting, them to tenants.’' - - , 

The history of the province is not our proper 
topic, so it will be sufficient if the reader takes 
note of two thing's that had happened in the 
interval between, say, l 68 l and 1753" 
place the province of Pennsylvania had grown 
wonderfully in all senses, by the addition of lands 
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piircliased from; tJie/ Indians, /and. ^ rapid incom- 

ing and thriving of settlers. ..Thus Philadelphia, a 
. garden city with , over fourteen thousand .inhabitants, 
was. .a! SO' a great place of trade' and shipping, and 
the husiness and marketing centre, for a provincial 
pG.puiatioii ' of nearly two hundred thousand. ^ /In 
the second place, the proprietorship had passed to 
Thomas and Richard Penn, the surviving sons of 
the- founder. Thomas Penn possessed three-fourths 
of the entire estate 5 and was in all respects' so -much 
the leading personality in this brotherhood that 
Franklin frequently speaks of the proprietary/^' 
as if there were only one to be reckoned with. 
The proprietaries' were not, in an absolute sense, 
legislators, of Pennsylvania. But through their right 
of appointment they had a predominant influence, 
and 'by their power of veto on, all acts of Assembly 
they were in a position to hinder the conduct of 
P'ublic 'basines's'to' a,iiy extent they pleased.. They 
were,' pleased to do so on ail 'occasions when their 
.■.prerogatives or their private ■■interest .seemed to 'be. 
either", ■■.immediately, or '.remotely/ im.pinged upon ■ or 
imperilled.'' , 'Themesident. governor' of the province ■ 
■was but 'the, -nominee and political man-of-business 
' of the Pemis, the factor and watch-dog of what 
was to ' them" merely , an ' enormous private estate. 

■ The; more' that., estate became ■develGpe.d " by the 
intelligence and industry, the character and courage 
' of other men — religious men from all the world who 
. had made their ho.mes there, on the confines of the 
■'wilderness and with the savage for their neighbour 
— the more did the Penn interests seem worth foster- 
ing, and looking after with .the closest 'vigilance and 
the most jealous foresight. Governor. after . governor 
was,; sent, out/ each with his secret instructions . to this 
'endj andjthe elFect.of these instrucdons'' was that 
the' history of, each governorship is'. 'a. story of pro- 
vfracted. wrangles between the representatives 'of the 
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people and the deputy of the proprietors* The 
governor could refuse to sign the bills of the 
Assembly if the Assembly showed a disposition to 
encroach or no disposition to comply ; and some- 
times a whole table-load of these inhibited acts of 
parliament awaited his pleasure to become law. 
The Assembly could retaliate^ by refusing or defer- 
ring to ^‘'consider the question of the governor’s 
support’’ — in plain English to pay him his salary,, 
which was optional and honorary and of unfixed 
amount. Meanwhile the man must lives and bills 
of another kind than those forwarded by the As- 
sembly were apt to accumulate upon his table. 
Thus the situation tended to resolve itself into a 
question of who could hold out longest ; the Assembly 
under the inconveniences of an arrest of public busi- 
ness, or the governor under the discomforts and the 
privations due to a stoppage of supplies. On one 
occasion at' least the comedy was played out to the 
point at which' the ' curtain came down ' upon the 
historic tableau of a governor receiving his salary 
with the one- hand while with the other he appended 
his signature to the Assembly’s bills. Latterly, how- 
ever, the proprietors had bethought. them to safeguard 
their interests against the risks of such -a surrender 
by taking a bond of the new governor before sending 
him out ; so that for him to give way upon any point 
contrary to the spirit or letter of his instructions, 
would now mean- not only ignominious recall, but 
..more or less . financial damage for , himself or hliis , 
■guarantors,. ■ 

.. . The . antagonism between Proprietors and People 
.that-'-.was' inherent -in. the. system of government .led 
to, -a . -'successioii . of minor . disputes, having a merely 
local interest. But about the time when Franklin 
entered public life the questions at issue began to 
take a broader cha.ract-er, 'entitling ^ them . to. be: con- , 
sidered constitutional rather thaniocai ones* This 
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new phase began with a. dispute in regard to the 
expences of what were called Indian Affairs; by 
which was meant the expence of keeping up 
friendly relations with the Indians, and especially 
of making the considerable presents that were 
always incidental to negotiations for the purchasing 
of land from the tribes. The Assembly, as the 
other charges of administration grew, now sub- 
mitted that the Proprietors ought to bear a share 
of this particular burden. How reasonable the 
request was, will be understood when it is ex- 
plained that the people had at an earlier time 
conceded to the Proprietors an exclusive right — 
which does not seem to have belonged to them 
originally — of purchasing lands from the Indians. 
Plow valuable, also, that right was, will be under- 
stood when it is added that, on one occasion alone, 
the Penns bought for £700 a stretch of lands 
which they valued at A3 jOoo,ooo in their own 
land-selling negotiations with the colonists. ' Never- 
theless,' they stoutly and angrily resisted the demand 
that they should help to pay- the. expences incurred 
in securing for them such vast advantages. If there 
were such expences, the people, and not they, must 
be taxed to pay them. This chapter of the dispute 
was still unclosed when the second and greater one 
opened. By this second one, Pennsylvania is brought 
into connection with the great currents of history 
and the rivalries of mighty nations.- England and 
F'rance were technically at peace with one another 
from I7q8 to 175^5 but in North America a war, 
in which much was achieved and more was suffered, 
was in active progress from about 1752. Such a 
war not only threatened England with the, loss of 
her colonies, but threatened- the colonists with m.ore 
than the loss- of their homes." For war in that part 
of the world, in those days, brought the Indian, and 
all the horrors that Indian warfare meant. No colony 
- 221 . ■ 
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..■was .more exposed to the visitations of this .iinchristiao 
■ foe than the On.aker colony of Pennsylvania, There- 
fore the inhabi-tants hardly needed the xommands,' of 
. the Home: Government^- which .were emphatic a,ii,d 
.urgent enough, that they (and all other, loyal subjects 
in America) should ' put themselves in a state of 
defence. But the Proprietors regarded such con- 
ditions of public peril as but favourable opportunities 
for getting the Assembly to abandon some claim of 
its own, or to ratify some claim of theirs,, which 
might at the moment be in dispute,; and the ■method 
was, to' permit nothing to be done until they had their 
way. .So bill after bill, appropriating money for war 
purposes- — or, as it was called, ^^for the, King’s use” 
— was now ’ vetoed by the Governor, because the 
estates of the Penns had not been exempted from the 
taxation imposed -for the defence of their , property 
and. everyone else’s. ..-The story cannot be followed 
■out' in''.'.these ..-pages. ■ ■ .Suffice it, that the Assembly 
.conducted- its. disputation .with these arrogant, and 
foolish Proprietors in ■ a way that would ■■ have been ■. 
creditable to a g.rea,ter Parliament, in not its meanest ■ 
ages; and' knew how to be forcible and trenchant 
without loss of moderation, and constitutionally re- 
spectful, without- abating a tittle of the respect which,, 
it,, very .properly had for. -itself, ■ This strong . quality 
.'was: introduced .into the deliberations, and- the- docU". 
mentS' .of -Assembly by , Benjamin Franklin ; ■ who, aS' 
.leader,-, of the popular ^party, .and the, most gifted 
writing-man in America, was virtually Secretary for 
the People during ten years of ever-renewed con- 
troversy, In his Autobiography he understates, as 
usual, the extent to which his personality was a 
prevailing power, an inspiration and a defence, to 
the province in those days* Even the Proprietors at 
last recognised that he was of some importance ; and 
if this knowledge only prompted them to approach 
him with a bribe, the blunder was quite in character 
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and did him no damage. ■ The colonists expressed 
their recognition of his value' in a more worthy way. 
For when; a .. point \ had been' , reached,' at ^ which the 
. alternatives presented to them '.were, ■.'either, to accept 
iioaliy apposition of legal vassalage to the Penns, or 
el s'C' allow the defenceless, province to go under .alto- 
gether— then' they' decided that Benjamin Franklin, 
their wisest and strongest, was the man to' take their 
cause across the seas for settlement, and submit it to 
the judgment of greater powers in the English world 
than even Thomas and Richard Penn. 

The last pages of the Autobiography tell of his 
arrival in England, and indicate rather than explain 
what he effected. To explain fully would require 
more space than is available here, but his account 
may be supplemented a little. In the first place he 
had come upon a more unwelcome errand than he 
was aware, of when he set out. .Colonial affairs had 
. lately begun to receive a good deal, of attention from 
the .' Ho,me'. Government, but the . tendency of that 
attention .. ;was ,p,:by :.no . means 'favourable - to colonial 
■ideas,., , Ministers and',, officials-- .had" discovered that 
matters: were rather confused' in' ' that-ypart of the 
world, and had decided' very wisely that they must be 
put in better, order. Unfortunately, the -putting in 
.order was to consist in' the colonies being taken in ■ 
hand and put in their places 5 ” which they were 
supposed to have wandered away from .in dreams of 
unqualified self-government and; such, like delusions. 
In a word, governmental and bureaucratic, ideas were 
'■havirig their turn just then in what we may call, by 
,'Courtes'y, official' thought. .. It was likely to be an ill 
t',urn.,,,for., Pennsylvania in particular,. since that colony 
was not a favourite- with, offic^^^^ thinkers. In the 
^..seGQnd, place, . special steps were pres.ently. taken by 
the- Proprietors to secure a :pro.nounceme.nt in- favour 
of their, OWE claims as; against the' Assembly-^ ■ which 
,were,,just tile .kind of claims the -.Ho.me. Government 
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was itself inclined to set up against Assemblies one 
and all. The occasion was this. Governor Denny^ 
not being at a safe distance in England while the 
French ■ were marching and the Indians prowling 
about the frontier of every colony^ was in a position 
to realise what the course which he was commanded 
to take was likely to lead to. He had, therefore, as 
became a soldier and a man of sense, broken his 
instructions and given his assent to bills involving 
taxation of the Proprietary estates. When this was 
known in England, a new Governor was at once 
despatched to take his place. But alas ! Governor 
Hamilton did what Governor Denny had done ; so 
the only remedy remaining was for the poor Penns 
to invoke the King of England to protect their 
pockets against the tax-gatherer. The custom of 
the constitution required that all colonial Acts of 
Assembly, after being duly passed, should be for- 
warded to England for the King’s assent. The 
Penns now made a test case of one of those above 
referred to, and appealed to the King in Council to 
disallow it. In June' 1760 the committee to which' 
the matter was referred rendered a report such as 
the brothers Penn might: themselves have written 
so emphatic it was in its vindication of their claims 
■ and its denunciation of the Assembly. And not of ■ 
the Pennsylvania Assembly alone. For, going out . 
into general reflections that were intended as a 
reprimand and a warning to all other Assemblies in 
America, it contained much about attempts to set 
■ 'Up' ■ a' democracy . in ■ place of .His . IVIajesty’s Govern- 
'ment”*,. about the constitution being brought back . 
to,, its ..proper principles ”5 about ‘^restoring to the - 
: Growny in the, person of the ■ Proprietaries, its just „. 
', prero.gati.ves ’’ — in a, , , word, ■ the 'note ' ■ of „ , the time 
resounded menacingly throughout the dread and 
decisive document. Franklin was in the act of set- 
ting out, for a holiday when a copy of this report, or 
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/predse ioforiBalioQ^as to its character, reached him. 
He at once turned back and addressed himself to the 
task of .get ting the. tiling set-aside before its stupid 
thunders had raised, as .they would have raised, a 
real storm, , By what means he wrought during the 
next three months we do not know ; but by the time,, 
whe.n ' the King in Council sat -to dispose of this 
matter on September 2, 1760, wisdom and Franklin, 
had prevailed to such effect that the points at issue 
between Assembly and Proprietors were decided 
almost without qualification in the Assembly's 
favour. As for the interview with Lord Mansfield 
in a back room (referred to in the last lines of the 
Autobiography), it seems to have been a little theat- 
rical manoeuvre by which the Council saved its 
face,” as the modern diplomatic slang expresses it. 
The Council also saved in this way the feelings of 
its over-hasty committee, by affecting to believe that 
ill" securing such guarantees as Franklin was now 
giving it was securing something quite new and 
important, something that entirely changed the aspect 
'of the,' dispute ! 

Thus after three years of waiting, he was. able to 
bring to a prosperous conclusion the main business 
on which he had come. He was detained in England 
two years longer by other colonial business; but 
this five years’ absence from home was a , time 
pleasantly and, usefully spent. Usefully, even from 
the point of view of imperial affairs ; for it would 
seem that to Franklin, in a degree, we are indebted 
for the addition of Canada to -.the British Empire. 
He shared keenly in the public interests of that time, 
and; was very emphatically what would' be called 
nowadays , an Imperialist. Be.ing struck by , the' 
futility' of .. England' carrying on her war a,gainst 
France, in- the heart of Germany* — where nothing 
could be gained by her in the end, and not much 
lost -'by;,' France, save the .winning and .losing of 
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■ battles— he.' pointed to Canada as. a , more eligible 
field of ■ operations : since it was. a field wliich' 
England, should she be victorious,, would be able tO' 
■■add' permanently . to her own es.tate when . the .fight- 
ing was done. His v,iews and arguments on the 
subject were . laid . before Pitt by confidential .inter- 
mediaries; and whether prompted by Franklin’s 
intelligence or his own, the great War-Minister put 
this plan in execution, with memorable consequences. 
But as the. end of the war drew near, and when 
journalists and pamphleteers began to occupy them- 
selves in forecasting the probable terms of peace, 
Canada became a leading topic. The question' was 
agitated whether England, since she could hardly 
expect to retain all the spoils that had fallen to her 
in the course of the .struggle,, should elect to restore 
to France the valuable sugar-islands of Goadaloupe, 

. or. :the dearly- won province of Canada. .On -such a . 
-question Franklin could .not be^ indifferent.. He who' 

. had been -the '.first to recommend .that conq..uest. w.a.s ' 
naturally the last man to like the idea of its being 
nullified. , And he had better reasons, based upon 

■ longer views. ‘‘ I have long been of opinion,”, he'^"- 
: wrote.: to Lord Karnes, that the foundations of' the- ■' 
. future grandeur .'and stability of the Britkh Empire lie."^ 
in.. America ;,and though, like'Other foundations, they '... 
are low and little now, they are, nevertheless, broad 
and strong enough to support the greatest political 

' structure that human wisdom ever yet erected.” 
With Canada added, they would be broader and 
stronger still ; and he was led to forecast the expan- 
sion of the British race in that part of the world, 
and thereby the increase of English power in the 
world at large, in a very optimistic sense. To influ- 
ence public opinion and the councils of state in 
. favour of his ; views, he published a voluminous 
pamphlet setting forth the advantages likely to 
acctue., -to EJngland from her new possession in 
I, t.y:.;’'. 226 
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America* And donMesB;'. the v, pamphlet its 

infioence^ for he 'had a good case, ^ and, at, all times, 
a knack, of coavincin'g writing* " At mj rate,' by the 
Treaty of Paris (1763,) Gnaddoupe was restored to 
Franee, , and Canada remained,- ,and rem-ains to this 
day, ' with- England* ■ 

- ■ -T'lirning from these public concerns to the- more 
personal life of ■ Franklin in England, we may say that 
if he had not much work to do, every day of the 
time was well filled* His electrical studies were, 
not neglected. He had experimental apparatus, 
mostly of his own invention and his own buildi'ng, 
set up in his London rooms 5 and of the many 
visitors who travelled thither most came to see the 
man," but not a, few came to see the Wonder-worker. 
A great many of the best papers contained in his 
Collected Works were written for the' amusement or 
the instructioa of the daughter of Mrs Stevenson, 
the. dady whose house at 7 Craven Street, Strand, 
was'.'-his' home and headquarters in England now and 
;,later^: ■ . -He^was' acGomp 'on ''this. visit by his. son 
William, a young man in all senses well formed to 
make his way in the social, and official world ; and 
father -' , aad son made many little journeys into 
difFerent parts of England, , and' even as far as to 
-Scotland. In 'the latter country, : it is pleasing to 
know, Fran,kllri, found, the welcome which he looked 
back to with the greatest pleasure of -all, and avowed 
that if he were to choose his life-abode anew, it was- 
there he would choose to be and to- abide. They 
also explored the Northamptonshire countryside 
whence' , his own a,nd his wife’s forbears 'had come 5 
and he- found, some , new. relations -who, albeit- in - a 
, humble . station^ of life, were worthily maintaining -the 
Franklin:,, tradition of health,-, intelligence,, and char- 
acter.,, ,, -He also sought -the .printing-house in which 
he., had /worked, as '--a'-'lad,"a'nd,-,standmg , by. the ' old 
,,C'ase>':, which,'' , he "himself , had, - used, -"chatted long and 
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CBrioiasIy with the compositors about iiow tilings 
were in his day., On this occasion he derogated so 
far alas ! from the. virtues of the Water- American as 
to send' out for a plentiful supply of beer^ that he 
and his fellow-craftsmen might celebrate this re- 
union in the spirit of true British happiness™ ' 0.n a 
visit to Cambridge he was received with a great 
deal of distinction by the learned men of that place^ 
as he was by all learned and thoughtful men wher- 
ever he went. Franklin’s visit to England was 
indeed a sort of five-years’-long event, and broken ■ 
records of the profound impression which his per- 
sonality made- upon all who met him are scattered 
throughout the social, political, and literary memoirs 
of that time. He was the subject of a wide curi- 
osity. . Great expectations, which it .was hard, for - 
any- man to live- up to, everywhere preceded Min. 
Yet none who met .him were disappointed, ..and 
many were surp.rised | so wise he was, and so various, , 
so ..much.' a ' perfect man at every, point More ,■ 
notable, ' perhaps, ■ than the admiration everywhere;; 
accorded-’ -Eim was .the warm feeling of . .f riendsliip 
which he inspired in so many of his contemporaries. 
And those friendships stood the test of time as few 
friendships do ; not only of time, but of historical 
circumstances that seldom fail to compel estrange- 
ment even between brother and brother, or father 
- and son. ..--To: re-fer to this, however, .is to anticipate. . .. 
What has to 'be said here is that the -enthusiasm of 
some of his friends would be content with nothing 
less than his settling in England for good. And 
had it lain only with him to decide, he was more 
than half willing. But he well knew that no power 
on earth could ever ^ induce his good wife to face the 
horrors of a sea-voyage ; so he made his prepara- 
tions for getting home. The feelings with which 
he left these shores are happily expressed in a letter 
to Lord Karnes, written from Portsmouth in August 
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1762. “I am now waiting here only for a wind to 
waft me to America, but cannot leave this happy 
island and my friends in it without extreme regret, 
though I am going to a country and a people that I 
love. I am going from the Old world to the New; 
and I fancy I feel like those who are leaving this 
world for the next : grief at the parting ; fear of 
the passage ; hope of the future.” 


On arriving at Philadelphia, at the beginning of 
November, he was enthusiastically welcomed by his 
fellow-citizens. He was, indeed, so much called 
upon by congratulating friends, and so greatly in 
request for public business, that he said, in a letter 
to Miss Stevenson, he would have to come back to 
England for a little repose. Little as he guessed it, 
he was to be back in England very soon; and there 
was not much repose for him in the interval. Al- 
most the whole of the year 1763 was given to a 
laborious post-office pilgrimage through the colonies, 
and on his return to Philadelphia he found plenty to 
do. ^ The whole province was in a state of com- 
motion and dread, the condition of things being be- 
tween anarchy and civil war. It arose in this way. 
At the conclusion of the war between France and 
England, the Indians had not been sufficiently taken 
into account. Besides being demoralised by their 
late participation in the white man’s doings, they 
were in a bad temper at the loss of what had been 
for some years a sort of iiveliliood. So they con- 
tin ued the war on their own account and in their 
own way ^ to such effect that all along the western 
frontier,'/^ men loathed the very 'name of' Indian” 
m the year, 1 763* Among the wild, if godly, 

Scoto-Irish Calvinists of Paxton, a western county 
of Pennsylvania, this ■ feeling of morbid repugnance 
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was reinforced by religious fanaticism* In tlie eyes 
of these, ' Indians were “ Canaanitesf ' and ^ as. such 
ought righteously to be put to the sword, wher- 
ever found. .'Going to find' them, they, began 'Con- 
veniently by massacring a small group of harmless 
(apparently Christianise'd) Indians,, who for. .about 
two generations had lived , in close neighbourhood 
and in daily intercourse with the white settlers.' 
Them the Paxton Boys ” killed and scalped on one 
December dawn, and burned their village ■ to the 
ground. Those who escaped on this occasion fell 
' victims a few days later, when the same band broke 
into the building at Lancaster in which the poorfugi-. 
tives had been placed by the local magistrate for safety. 
■Young -and old, women and children, all' were, put 
to the hatchet. These outrages' created -a ' profound - 
horror throughout the province ; . yet.^ the ruffians 
not without their. ■ discreet . sympathisers. ;, and . 


their smug .priestly apologists. ' Frankiin, .who .: had . 
'Just returned- from. his: tour, virtually took the pro- 
vince into his private . charge at this juncture, 
and carried -it,- as nobody , else could have done, 
through a most ominous .passage of its history., -He 
first used his pen and press to admirable purpose in 
rallying to the cause of humanity the ineffective 
virtues of the quieter people, and in putting the 
respectable sympathisers and apologists of massacre 
out of countenance. He next, as the need arose, 
improvised a civil guard of a thousand men, for the 
defence of a terrified congregation of Christian 
Indians who had come, led by their Moravian pastor, 
to seek protection in Philadelphia. By and by the 
Paxton people advanced, heavily armed and in 
hunting gear, breathing wrath and tags of Scripture, 
to take these refugees in the heart of the city and 
^ scalp them where they stood. Franklin and his 
men were prepared to fight to the death if need be 5 
yet he was 'loath to shed the blood even of a 
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“ Paxton Boy ” if he could: Lelp it. So, .when 
rabble of terrorists was within. .a' mile or two ;of the 
..city, lie went out, accompanied' .only ■ by .a couple of 
.citizens, to meetnnd confer with. them. The effect 
.of that .conference, in which .he. took a. ..very high 
and .severe .tone, snch, as these -wild '.but vigorous- 
minded men would respect, was'. that they recognised 
the odds as well as the argument against t.hem, and 
.'went home. So' there was an end of that trouble, 
thanks to the courage and character of a single mao. 

Troubles of a more familiar sort speedily ensued. 
Ill October. 1763, anew governor had arrived in the 
perso,n of a nephew of the Proprie.tors. A nephew of 
the Proprietors meant a grandson of the revered 
Founder, so no appointment could ■ have been more 
pleasing to Pennsylvanian feelings. The sending of 
a. member. of the family to reside among them was 
taken to be an augury that the: days of conflict v/ere 
.at".;an 'end that..aii era of conciliation,.' good under- 
standing, and co-operation between Proprietors and 

.'Governor Penn was 
.■received in Pennsylvania as an .■ -English royal prince 
would be: received' in any. English - colony to-day ; 
and in: this instance, at ' least, the ' gratified Assembly 
made all haste to consider., the question of the 
Governors .support/^ , Unfortunately this enthusiasm 
was, ';,..mispk'Ged,- and ... these, hopes . were' : illusory, 
.During the P.axton affair, the new . Governor played 
a; very weak part, and was fain to take up his abode 
in 'Franklin’s house till the trouble was over. When 
business was resumed, it began to .appear that he 
had his. instructions,” like any other. . The result w^as 
such a. series, of vetoes and interferences that by the 
middle V of , March . 1764 the ' Assembly was brought 
into a!:' state , of sheer paralysis or arrest of its functions 
as a- legislative body. After this disappointment of 
such; generous hopes, a sort of' desp.e.ration' prevailed. 
It seemed that nothing co-uld .be 'done at all with 
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that family. ' The obvious alternative, then, was to 
do without it 5 if only it could be got rid of 'So 
the Assembly adjourned, until May 14th, The 
recess was devoted to a political campaign concerned 
with only one point: namely Whether an humble 
address should be drawn up and transmitted to his 
Majesty; praying that his Majesty would be 
graciously pleased to take the people of this pro*- 
vince under his immediate protection, and' govern- 
ment.” It was found that an overwhelming 
majority of the freeholders was in favour of the 
change of constitution which this pointed to. It had 
been powerfully advocated by Franklin in a timely 
pamphlet which was widely read throughout Penn- 
sylvania during the recess. In this he had reviewed, 
not for the first or last time, the history of their 
constitutional conflict, and argued, cogently that, 
there was something wrong in the system which, 
led to such results. 

though, it is not unlikely that in these as well as 
other disputes there are faults on both sides, every glowing 
coal being apt to indame its opposite ; yet I see no reason 
to suppose that all proprietary rulers are , worse men than 
other rulers, nor that all people in proprietary governments 
are worse people than those in ‘ other governments., I 
suspect, therefore,, that the cause is radical, interwoven in' 
the constitution, ■ and so become the very .nature,' of pro-' 
'.prietary governments; and will therefore produce its effects, 
so long as such government continued’ 

That was a very exciting year in the political 
histo.ry., of Penn'Sylva.uia, a.nd '.Fraokliu’s pen. was very 
..,biisy,.:',to^ good, ' literary as well, as controversial., pur-, 
pose.'.,, Suffi,G.e. it, however, to say here tliat,.when,.„.a „ 
new Assembly met in October the business of . 
appointing 'an agent to carry the petition to the King 
was at once taken up. For this duty Franklin was 
chosen, in spite of an impassioned endeavour of the 




dm, once 
mifavour- 


, 'small bo t influential proprietary party in the House 
to have someone ' less: dangeroBS ” — that , is, less 
likely to succeed— employed in the hateful and fate- 
'' ful biisiness., . November 7 found Franklin setting 
out for Chester, on the Delaware, where he was to’' 
embark for, England. A cavalcade of ' five hundred 
citizens brought him on the way, who was crossing 
the seas to serve them all. With good weather to 
help, the ship made a quick voyage, and on December 
9 he was delivered (delivered, indeed! for a, sea 
voyage in those days was a hard imprisonment, from 
which he was especially apt to suffer) on to kindly 
English ground. Posting from Portsmouth , to 
London he was soon established at his old quarters 
in Craven Street, receiving his delighted, astonished, 
thrice- welcoming friends once' more. 

From this point the Pennsylvanian question ceases 
to have actuality, even for the biographer of 
Franklin. It has henceforth only a retrospective 
interest, as it is seen to 'have supplied a kin 
rehearsal in little of that larger . constitutional 
flict' with which the Great- Pennsylvanian was 
so memorably associated.- In this new conflict, tne 
place of Pennsylvania is taken by the whole of the 
American colonies 5 and the place, of the Proprietors, 
infatuated in their assertion of. unjust and impos 
prerogatives, is taken by our good King George 
Third. The historic course of events which sol 
the greater question disposed of the lesser one by a 
sort of immediate inference,, since- .the privileges 
the vassal-despot in a distant dependency could not 
well survive the ' deposition of his sovereign. ' It 
needs only to be said here that Fran 
arrived in England, -was soon advised how 
able the moment was, for pressing the' business .on 
which he had come. ■ And although the petition of 
■ the Assembly was duly presented, -and -references 
the .probability or, improbability, of some impen.ding 
■ ^33 '■ ■ 
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^resmlt thereof appear from, time to time in Fraa.kiin^:S 
, correspondence, we may practically ^ co.nsider"' the 
■ question as having been in abeyance from,: now , until 
the , Fourth of July 177^5 • when an end ,was made: of' 
that old song, and of an older and better ,one«; 

■The new 'and greater question referred to above, 
-was, of course, that of England's right, to tax the 
colonies by Act of Parliament. The idea had been 
mooted more than once during the 'first part . of the 
century, but no responsible politician had ever 
de,igned ' to take it seriously. In recent years, how- 
ever, several circumstances had co-operated la 
disposing statesmen to accord . more respectful' 
consideration to what had been hitherto a scouted 
project. There was, in the first place,. ' that 
general strengthening of . the ideals of . what '' one 
may call governmentalism, already alluded .' .to, 
which began, to . be- effective' on. the accession of " 
George the Third. - About ,' that time there also 
, began to, be felt ,a great need. for new .sources of 
■revenue I - partly owing to the cost of the war, and 
partly- because .the . territorial expansion which that 
war led to, carried with it a heavy increase in the 
.charges-, , of Empire. Finally,- the war itself had 
shown .the- resources .of - the colonists, even their 
resources in '..ready .money, to be .far. greaterthan.-.- 
..had' .hithe'rtO' been supposed. - When, therefore, Mr 
Charles Townshend prepared in 1763 his extensive 
plan for organising and governing the colonies : and 
when it was known that the said plan would have 
for its immediate result and visible token the raising 
of a revenue there by taxation imposed from Eng- 
land, and the planting of a standing army in the heart 
of the country, to keep everything and everybody in 
good order— of course he had with him at once the 
implicit approbation of every man in England who 
was by way of being in the current of prevailing 
ideas : that is to say, who was well-informed without 
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knowledge,, and intelligent without thought. As it 
liappeneds Mr Townshend and Ws particular set 
.were' somewhat abruptly, unseated from 'the place, of 
authority ; -but the spirit of the ■■■time being what, I 
:liave ,saidj, this displacement made little dilFerence in 
,: the plans of government.' His successors promptly,' 
took up' his unfinished work. Some months before 
Franklin sailed for ,England, news reached the 
colonies that Mr George Grenville had. intimated his 
intention of introducing a bill into Parliament at an 
early date, to provide for the raising of a revenue in 
America by means of a stamp duty. Colonists were 
almost as much astonished as alarmed at this , talk of 
the English Parliament imposing taxation upon them ; 
who conceived themselves to be ■ within the British 
Empire, indeed, but outside that particular realm' 
which Parliament represented- and- made laws for. 
They were not represented there : therefore they 
could not be taxed there. The Assemblies, that of 
Pennsylvania among the rest, took steps to formulate 
the.: colonial .view, and app.eaie.d to. the 'Common. -Law 
of England, the provisions of. their charters,- and the 
„custom ,of the constitution, - in support of it.' - These ' 
vie,.ws ,we.re- embodied in '-loyal . and'-: .dutiful Resolu- 
tions, to,- be transmitted to England,' deprecating an 
innavation. which' was felt ' to .fraught with the 
most evii consequences. Franklin brought over: the- 
.Resolution of his Assembly, and was further instructed 
to co-operate with the other colonial agents in trying 
to get the Ministry to abandon . its ■ ill-considered 
.scheme. . And try they did*, but,- -for, all the effect 
.theym.ouid produce, they might .as -well have been 
at:'.home. . An ■ interview with. Gre..nviile on February 
.'2, '.1765, .only- showed how . little ; common ground, 
..whe.ther; of opinion or feeling, 'there was. to. -.the two 
sides, ^and. how little the best. of arguments were likely 
:to ' infl.iieiic.e the . .action of. Government. .- . Eleven days ■ 
later ..the.Bill w,.a.s read- 'a first, time- 'in; the House of 
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CoEimons 5 and, despite the brave resistance of a very 
, small band who stood for sense and liberty, its passage 
' through both Houses was so easy and rapid that by 
the 22nd of March it had received the' royal assent 
and become law. So that matter was settled, ' it 
seemed. The ■ principle of taxation by Act of 
Parliament had been asserted beyond recall. The 
only question now open, in the minds of; English 
politicians and people, was, How shall we next 
apply that principle — what new' taxes shall we 
impose ? ” It was a question that all were asking, 
and very many were hastening to answer. 

One answer as good as ail came from America, 
like the muttering of far-off thunder, about six 
months later, . News of the passing of the Stamp 
Act had arrived there at the beginning of July; the 
returning packets which reached England at the 
beginning of November reported the result. The 
whole country, was swayed by one universal indig- 
nation, The separate colonies were drawn together 
as . they had never been before. Resolutions de- 
nouncmg the new law as tyrannical and unconstitu- 
tional had been passed by the leading Assemblies. 
The people had made a bond with each other to 
use no articles of English manufacture, or articles 
importedfrom England, until theinjustice wasundone. 
If ' they had not the cloth with which to make their 
own clothes, they would wear their old ones until 
the 'Hew were ready.. And in : the meantime ■ no 
lamb was to be .killed for, food, but .all reared for., 
their : wool, until the .country should be supplied 
with,.,the. material 'of. the textile and clothing 
mdustries. , .This, and^ much . else like this, was .. 
strange news to English ears. Even Franklin seems 
to have been surprised at the vigour and unanimity 
of protest. Without waiting for this encourage- 
ment, however, he had been hard at work since 
July trying whether the disastrous measure of the 
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late government, (for Grenville an.d.' his colleagues; 
they also in, tern, had been thrown .out'of office, bj' 
.the caprice, of .their sovereign) could not be cancelled, 
even... yet. While he was thus employed in England 
liis fellow-countrymen in America were denouncing 
him as the worst of traitors, and 'rioters were sur- 
rounding, his house in Pennsylvania, where his good 
wife was for a while in a state of siege. The 
explanation of this curious phenomenon is simple 
enough. When the Stamp Act was passed Gren- 
ville had sent for the colonial agents and asked them 
to help him, for their country's sake as well , as. the 
King^s, in a matter of some delicacy. He was un- 
willing to send persons from England to be collectors 
of the revenue arising under the Stamp Act, since 
the appearance of these strangers as. tax-gatherers 
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could not but be hurtful to colonial feelings. He 
therefore begged that the agents would give him the 
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next ' one. The new government consisted mainly, 
of friends of ■ -Americaf many of , them' .personal 
friends of his.' The most powerful friend ..of ail^ 
however, was the . enormous section of the ■British 
mercantile and manufacturing class, which found 
itself being ruined by the' sudden disappearance of 
America as a market for British goods. These good 
men passed from astonishment to dismay, and . from 
dismay to desperation ; and before the end was . 
reached, their clamours filled the lobbies of the 
House of Commons. Ministers saw that there was 
nothing for it but to repeal the unfortunate Act, at 
all costs to the pride of the people, or the self-will of 
the King. To strengthen its hands before attempt- 
ing to do so, the Ministry held a famous Enquiry at 
the beginning of the year 1766. A Committee of 
the whole House saf for many days receiving evidence', 
from men of every class, occupation,: and description, 
who had any, even:-' the remotest, experience of, ..or., 
connection with, A.merica or American aifairs.,..;:':'T.he 
Enquiry is 'famous-, .■■ however, mainly on '.account .of. 
the evidence given in' the course of it ...by one witness,' ■ 
whose testimony.'was of so' remarkable a character^ 
and covered so. completely; the whole gro.und. of' the 
Committee’s reference,' that..' it has extinguished for 
us, and really rende.red'.'Superfiuou's at the time, that 
"Of.'ali' the - other..' witness.es ''together. Needless to 
say, this witness was -■Benjamin 'Franklin. Of this 
celebrated ■ ** .Examination 'Of ■ Dr- Franklin before the . 
House., of Commons,”'. 'it would' be' ■ impossible to. 
overstate : the' significance and value, whether re- 
garded as a contribution to a great historic question, 
or as a revelation of the many powers of the man 
himself. In both respects it was surprising, and in 
both respects it created a profound impression both 
in this country and in America. In America, it put 
new heart and patriotism even into the most fervent ; 
in Engird, it informed those who were already 
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most deeply iBform.ed in.': American aFairs ; ;an,dVtO' 
those wlio had long known 'and -admired Franklin it 
revealed a compass of qnaiities^.a faiiltless.fiilo.ess of 
k.oowledg.e, and a control equally of his knowledge 
, and ; his powers^ which went Xeyond all that they 
expected even from, him. They were men of : affairs^ 
and .some of them men of talent, who examined 
' him'; and the^ questions were subtly and searchingly' 
put, for the purpose of placing him in at least a 
momentary difficulty. Yet Edmund Burke could 
only comparepthe whole scene to -that of a school- 
be catechised by his pupils. 
When Franklin withdrew from the Bar of the House 
the apologists of the Stamp Act had not a solid inch 
or ground to stand upon, _ Ministers were ready to 
themselves for joy, and him also. ■ And indeed 
he had done .their business for them, as all of them' 
combined could not have done it.-.' His examination 

Jnst eight " days later a 
, Repealing, Bill, into Parliament, and, 

arter.^ a -debate^^ which the eloquence' has perislied^^ ■ 
but the giory and splendour yet somehow abide, as 
. ■ tno.ug.h ' It ■ had. been fully reporte'd— the; bill . was 
carried through Toth Houses, - and on 'March T it ' 
received the royal and unwilling assent. When the 
good news reached America, there was such rejoic- 
ing as that side of the world had never seen, and 
everywhere honour and acclamation attended the 
name of Franldin, 


But, that was a time of quick changes In the 
political world. Fhey were seldom changes for 
the better, and that which now followed proved 
of The most disastrous in English history. 

the Repealing 

•Act, the Rockingham Ministry was wrecked by 
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Court influences. Its place was_ taken, after a time, 
by a famous cabinet, of some of the talents and ail 
the contradictions; a cabinet which had been put 
together by Lord Chatham, but was never pressed 
over by him. In the absence of any effective head 
of the Government, the different departments of 
state policy now went their diff^ent ways ; and 
those concerned with American affairs soon took a 
direction as contrary to all that Lord Ci^tham con- 
sidered wise or right as well could be. _ The dispute 
with the Colonies was wantonly revived at once, 
never to be quieted again till England had lost these 
colonies for good, and the world had thereby gamed 
a new nation. The series of events which led to 
this result was initiated by the Mr Charles To wns- 
hend referred to some pages back, who had entered 
the new cabinet as Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
As such, it was his business to propose schemes ot 
taxation; and the nature of the man himself, as well 
as the character of the influences continually brought 
to bear upon him, made it inevitable 'that he should 
use his position in order to raise again the question 
of petting a revenue out of America and— what was 
of infinitely more concern to the feelings, both of 

the IQng and People of this country— of getting it 

from taxation imposed upon Americans by the 
English Parliament. Pie addressed himself to tins 
task with vigour, promptness and ingenuity. Un 
March I a, he laid beiore the House _of 

Commons a general view of extensive plans with 
regard to America. The nature of the policy then 
unfolded is sufficiently indicated by the fact that the 
parliamentary door-keepers had orders not to admit 
the colonial agents within the precincts on that day. 
The House approved heartily of the plans submitted 
to it, and directed that bills embodying tlmm should 
be drafted forthwith and introduced. _ They were 
drafted, introduced, and passed, within a month; 
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V and two months' later ail America was in a fer- 
ment. . 

Ill the banquet of discord which the obliging Mr 
Townshend now set before the King/’ the Revenue' 
.Act may be. considered as the grand piece of provo- 
cation, the veritable piece de resistance. It was in- 
geniously concocted, but I must refer the Reader to 
the pages of Burke for a description of the many 
ingredients of contradictory motive which it em- 
bodied without managing to blend them. Three 
chief things are to be noted about it. It waS; an 
Act of Parliament, imposing taxation, a thing which 
Americans abhorred 5 and its preamble asserted the 
general principle which they had contested so 
famously. But then, what.it imposed was duty 
on imports from Britain. So, it had an affinity with 
the duties already being paid under the Navigation 
Act the principle of which had been admitted as 
co.nstitutional and just by Franklin in his examination 
before the House. Bot^again, the scene of collection 
was.noW'to be in America; - so that there should.be 
no'' .question any more as to the jurisdiction of Parlia- 
ment, or the validity of its Acts, in that country. 
The inhabitants would see the tax-gatherer in their ■ 
midst, .and they would, know who had sent him. 
Further, the proceeds of the taxes were to go to 
■form a Civil List ; out of which the- governors of 
colonies, ^'-aiid presently other officials, were to receive 
their salaries t/je King. This innovation would; 
make the relation of the people to the Governors that 
of a subject population in a conquered province to 
: officials set over them by % distant despot : to whom, 
and to whom alone, these Governors would feel 
that they owed either respect or kindness. Finally, 

..it was. indicated clearly that this was not the end,, 
but that more would follow as occasion , served or 
..the need. arose, 
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this,, new ' attack was fierce and generaL As the 
■ commotion exceeded that created by the Stamp. Act^ 
so the measures of 'retaliation proposed were,' of a 
more drastic and defiant kind. Not only was the 
non-consumption of British goods, again resolved 
upon, but the different co,iomes now decided to, .set 
up all sorts of manufactures for themselves ; not for 
the occasion only, but for the rest of time. It is 
scarcely possible for us nowadays to conceive 'how 
. extreme, how unnatural, how monstrous almost,' 
this decision of Americans to make for themselves: 
the pins, nails, beaver hats and cutlery' which' they 
needed, seemed to honest, home-staying English folk 
in those days. Even friends of America felt that 
the colonists were going very far indeed ! And 
since all minds were now employed in considering, 
ail pens in defend-ing, the rights^ which' Mr. Towns- 
hand’s Acts .invaded/’ . there presently resulted an 
immense . intellectual development of the whole sub- 
ject, a development of all its bearings In the con- ' 
^.s.Giousae,ss and ■ .d'aily thoughts of men. ,,. This in.' 
itself , was fast creating an entirely new sit'U'ation.,..'not 
to ,be .nuilifi'ed,. hy- the . half-hearted, undoing, on .the 
■,part ..'of ' the .■ ,mo.th'er-co,untry, . ,of : that which' it had,. , 
been, an, insult as well as a, wrong to do at all.' ,'The 
history „of.' the six or eight 'years that followed might 
be set forth aS',.aa. .illus'tradon , of, this text, and very 
full of moral interest it would be. This, however, 
is not the place for it, so the Reader can only be 
reminded of two or three important dates. One day 
iu September 1768 — eighteen months after the 
passing of the Revenue Act — fourteen British men- 
of-war lay with their broadsides towards the town of 
Boston, to cover the landing of 700 British soldiers. 
*^With muskets charged, bayonets fixed, drums 
beating, fifes playing, and a complete train of artil- 
lery/’ these took possession of the Common, the 
State-house# the Court-house, and the Faimeii Hall, 
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. where those famous town-meetings of the Boston 
citizens had been held. An apparition like this did 
not bode reconciliation : but tlte people being help- 
less, tne peace was kept for a time. About eighteen 
nmnths later, however (March 1770), occurred the 
affair between soldiers and populace, known as the 
Boston Massacre ; a trivial affair in itself, but im- 
mensely dynamic in its moral effects. A little after 
this came an incomplete, and therefore ineffective 
repeal of the Revenue Act ; the tax on tea beintr 
retained for the sake of asserting the principle. But 
as_ Americans, strange to say, still gave no orders for 
this taxed tea (though they were really going to 
have It cheaper than they had ever had it before) 
the King induced ministers to have four ship-loads 
sent into American ports, thus bringing temptation 
very near the door. From New York and^Phila- 
delphia the ships were ignominiously sent back. At 
Charleston the people unloaded, the tea, and stored 
^ m cellars, where It perished. But at Boston the 
Governor would not permit the ship to dear out 
again, as the people demanded that it should j so a 
awless band, disguised as Red Indians, went aboard 
and emptied the cargo into the harbour. This was 
m December, 177?; and both in England and 
America the state of popular feeling was now such 
as to leave small prospect of a speedy, if indeed of 
any, renewal of kindness between colonies and 
mother-country. To such a pass had it come, in so 
few years. ^But though the years were few, the 
time seemed an era to those who had to bear the 

to those who, like 
part of mediators, 
had to deal with each day’s difficulties as they could 
every new^day in all that time bringiog its own 
.t-liacges of hope and 'fear, , ■■ 

Franklin’s life during this period with 
nt fulness to make the account interesting 
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would be to write not a biographical sketch but 
a' very long chapter in general history* The effect 
of it ail would be to show thatj apart from any 
particular transaction in which he ma]^ have been 
concerned, the mere fact of his presence in England 
during those years was a historical factor of the first 
importance. And it was a factor which, so long as 
it counted for anything, counted for preservation of 
the peace between England and her colonies. His 
great intellectual and moral prestige dignified in the 
eyes of ail, and especially in the eyes of Ministers, 
the cause which he stood for ; a cause which might 
else have been more summarily dealt with, as official 
contempt for the claims of a troublesome pack of 
people on the fringe of the Empire might have 
dictated. It was impossible to regard in that way 
the people who had a Benjamin Franklin; for their, 
advocate and representative man. Franklin’s many 
social qualities also, which gained him friendships 
even in circles least sympathetic to the American 
cause, enabled Mm to exercise an' influence which 
cannot be verified in detail, it is true, but the absence 
of which for a ■ single ■ season would, we cannot 
doubt, have greatly affected the course of events. 
And, as a fact, it was not until the hour when that 
influence was withdrawn— until the hour when 
Franklin, giving up the long struggle with the 
forces of arrogance and blindness, bade farewell ■ to, 
these shores, and sailed for home — that England gave 
a. head to the counsels of final rigour which changed' 
her children, into enemies and lost her an Empire. . 
W.hile he remained here, also, his influence with his 
countrymen,, which was ..very great in spite' of the' 
distance and .in spite^ of the tendency of the ■ colonists 
to, suspect:ev.er and. again that they were . .being, sold 
to the enemy, was of great effect in the service of. 
moderation. He was as much a patriot as any man 
in America, and few in America had such a reasoned 
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, faith as he in the jnstice of his. conmrfs claims 
and her power to make them ' ultimateij prevalL 
But at the, same time he knew also the greats 
ness of England, and was acquainted with those 
good qualities of the English people which were 
not ■ apparent for the moment in its political re- 
lations to A,merica, Therefore, while urging 
msycountrymen not to grow faint in maintaining 
their ^ rights by all constitutional means — and 
especially by persisting in their non-importation 
resolutions with a unanimity which would leave no 
doubt of their being in earnest— he was none the 
less explicit in his disapprobation of all those (they 
were a small but dangerous band) whose idea of 
patriotism tended to express itself in words of 
provocation and acts of violence, whereby concilia- 
tion would be made more difficult. Thus it came 
that while some in England, finding that Franklin' 
tor all his reasonableness, was as firm as bed-rock 
on the great principles at issue, described him regret- 
f,ully:as; being too much of an American’’ for their 
purposes— at this very time the more forward set 

■ among countrymen were apt to insinuate that, 
after all, Franklin was too much of an Englishman ” 

■ to, be really heart and soul with .the patriots in 
America. .This absurdity, however, which was the 
property of a few, belongs to the later and more 
morbid stages ^ of the disagreement. . Upon the 
whole, his^ prestige was as high amongst his country- 
men at this time as . it was in Europe, and by the 

found himself invested with the Agent- 
ship for four of the colonies. The Agentship for 
Massachusetts, especially, gave him a good deal of 
difficult' work to do, owing to the great part played 
hj that province in the events which 'developed the 
Revolution.. For a time, indeed, he was able to do 
iitt e. m^ the ..matter, since, that self-conscious,' vain, 
and vaailatmg would-be' martinet of office, Lord 
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. Hillsborough,^ refused to recognise his appointment 
as' valid, ■ Franklin has left a most dramatically- 
written minute of their famous interview,, in which 
. the whole man Hillsboroughs both, the individual 
'and the type, is set before us with almost creative 
talent, Franklin’s studies of the co'urse of action in 
the ■ years of Lord Hillsborough’s management of 
colonial affairs are all summed up in an essay called 
Rules for Reducing a Great Empire to a ■ Small 
One.” This had an immense success at the time, 
and was at once so matterful and so spirited in com- 
position that Franklin himself was very well pleased 
to have been the author of it. It was. reprinted as a 

■ pamphlet in London twenty-six years later, in order 

■ to meet a steady public demand for copies, when' the 
things it referred to were, very, ancient history 
indeed. Another litQmrj jeu d^ esprit of . .tliis " period 
(1770-3) .was . An Edict by the King of Prussia r” 
a very ,' sly composition, in which " that, German '' 
potentate . was ; represented as claiming to . impose ' 
;. upon " , England ' (a- country long , ago colonised by . ' 
.emigrants- from his dominions) those duties ^ and 
/burdens ' of obedience and .tribute which England " 
:,was' actually. se.eking to impose on America. -This'' 
thing was .".cast .in .the ..form .of an - exciting -.piece " 
■of /'.newspaper .. intelligence, . enclosing a ' verbatim - 
version of the alleged startling edict Scores of 
well-informed folk were deceived by it for some- 
thing more than a moment, and thousands were 
amused for at least a week. As for Lord Hills- 
borough, Franklin was instrumental in having him 
removed from office, in July 1772 5 and had some 
influence in the choice of Lord Dartmouth as his 
successor, A better choice could not have been 
made, if good-disposition towards all parties, and an 
honest desire to be useful, and to conciliate, had 

^ AppoiBted, at the end of 1768, head of the newly -created 
department called the Colonial OlSce. 
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been qualifications enough for the post. But Dart- 
mouth, as it proved, had not that independence of 
judgment and that force of character that would 
have been needed to undo, and to undo quickly 
enough, the evil which had been done during Hills- 
borough’s four years’ term of office. Though there 
was nGw_ better ground for hope, fulfilment some- 
how tarried ; and meantime matters were moving 
apace at the other side of the world. At this 
critical juncture it was that England, in a momentary 
indulgence of all that is worst in her national temper, 
saw fit to deprive herself of the services of the 
one man whose presence here made conciliation still 
possible, the one man wlio' was capable, even yet, of 
holding the Empire together. 

One day towards the close of 1772, Franklin was 
talking to a friend, a member of Parliament, about 
Ameiican aitairs. He spoke with some warmth' of 
the recklessness of ministers in persisting as they 
' of provocations ■ and reprisals to 

which^ he could see no end save a complete change' 

. and' aliepation of American feeling' towards England. 
It; waS' possi^^ in this 

conn try '.aiid knowing the people, to 'view the varlons ' 
ili-ad vised;, acts, of policy, as. merely the acts of poli- 
.tieiaos, and to allow a. great, deal 'for personal char- 
.acter and for personal purposes; America, ■ 

■men coiild take little account of "such considerations, 
;even if they were in the temper' to do so. ■ They 
VFoiiId^ only see, in all that had been ■ attempted or 
done in the name of , this country during recent 
. years, an expression of the feelings . towards them of ' 
the British people. . His friend replied that ' .Franklin 
was in error in assuming that ministers were entirely 
w policy which had worked so 

badly had been originated solely by them. He could 
assure him that the measures which he more par- 
ticularly complained of— the introduction of an 
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Eoglisli soldiery to overawe the people, and the 
rendering of Governors, Judges, and other officials, 
dependent on the King for their salaries— -had been 
first urged upon ministers by natives of that country, 
resident in the country, and held in the highest 
respect there. In proof of what he then said, he 
brought to Franklin some days later the batch of 
correspondence known to history as the Hutchinson 
Letters. 

These were a series of letters which had been 
written, during the years 1768 and 1769, by Thomas 
Hutchinson and Andrew Oliver, to a correspondent 
in this- country. The name of this correspondent 
had been carefully erased before the documents were 
placed in Franklin’s hands ; but the general drift 
and subject-matter of the letters indicated', clearly 
enough that they were meant to meet the eyes of 
someone; in a position to lnfl,uence the plans of 
Government towards America. It may be explained 
at once (what Franklin did not know till later) that 
they had . been addressed to Mr William Whately, a 
member of Parliament, then lately deceased. , At the, 
time when .the. letters were written, Hutchinson was 
Lieutenant-Governor and Chief-Ju s dee,', and - Oliver 
was Secretary, of the colony .of Massacliusett’s Bay ; 
while Whately was, then private secretary to Mr 
George Grenville, of Stamp Act renown. Though 
ostensibly addressed' to Whately, the letters had 
■really, been written for Grenville’s information and 
misguidance. . That gentleman was not himself iii' - 
the Government in 1768-9, but many of his friends 
were *5 and to him and those friends the writers 
looked to have tho policy -which they recommended ■. 
brought into force. As a fact, they had not looked 
in vain. There was a strong family resemblance 
between the 'recommendations of Messrs Hutchinson 
and Oliver and the recent measures of the British 
Government 5 nor' could any bureaucrat seated at 
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the heart of an Empire have greater fakh in the 
blessed elBcaey of vigour and rigour, rigour and 
vigour, than those denaturalised natives of a distant 
province. Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson is here 
found bravely declaring his conviction that “ there 
must be some abrogation of English liberties” in 
that part of the world; while Mr Oliver has an 
ingenious_ scheme for getting rid, in some degree, of 
the prevailing prejudice in favour of social equality, 
and so arresting that democratic tendency which is 
such a lamentable feature of colonial life. It is 
urged again and again that a sufficient stand of 
imperial troops ought to be kept in the country, to 
support^ the governors in enforcing whatever new 
laws might be imposed invito populo. Perhaps the 
most mischievous feature of these letters, however, 
was the fact that they so seriously misrepresented to 
the home authorities the state of public feeling in 
America* ^That there was any general or national 
sentiment in the country was ignored or explicitly 
denied. ^ The opposition to - the Revenue Act, it 
seemed, was limited to a prominent, minority of the 
population i and behind the recent display of resist- 
ance there was nothing but the personal influence of 
afew agitators. These, of coursepcould be removed 
by the exercise of a little proper vigour— and then! 
Altogether of this nature, in - a word, were the 
Hutchinson Letters. That they had a considerable 
influence cannot be doubted, even though one may 
hold that things would have gone almost equally 
astray without the misdirections which they afforded. 
We know, as a fact, that Edng George, who had so 
great a part in all that was attempted in those years 
in regard to America, attached particular value' to 
the opinions of Mr Hutchinson. That gentleman 
had now: been advanced to the Governorship, with 
Oliver succeeding him in the lieutenancy.- Thus the 
pair, were .Still undivided. Governor Plutehinsoa- 
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was; at, that-mom.ent (end of 1772) in liigli co.nflict 
with .the Assembly and people of Massachu setts ^ and 
,was^ indeed making no, little trouble for the -home 
GoFernment by the provocative , attitude, wliicli he 
maintained. ' 

But our .concern is with Franklin. .The reading 
of these letters produced .upon him an impression at 
first startling and painful, and yet in the end restora- 
tive and cheering. It was painful ' indeed to discover 
that such counsels as these had been, secretly sent to 
England by men who were Americans born to know 
that the forces of coercion had received not only 
support but persistent prompting from those who, 
by ancestry, birth-place, up-bringing, social standing, 
and official position, were called upon, more than 
most others, to , be the sympathetic interpreters of 
their coiintryme.ffis- views to, the English Government. 
In making themselves the mouthpiece of views so 
adverse, they had done evil to their country. '' And 
the evil had been done. in a clandestine way which 
invested the whole, correspondence, in ' the eyes of ' a 
patriot like Franklin, with an additional character of 
' baseness, of conspiracy, almost of treason. But. then, 
just in proportion as Hutchinson and Oliver were to 
.be .condemned', i,n: that ^ degree, also, was 'the 'English 
Government to be exonerated. .It was liable .enough ■ 
'to..' go .wrong,', of ..its ^own initiative. ;. and the ..English 
.character is - more . prone . '.than ... others, the world 
admits, to arrogance and self-righteousness. But it 
was somewhat to be excused, surely, for not doubt- 
ing its own justice and reasonableness, in relation 
to the recalcitrant colonists, when it found native 
Americans, of the standing of Hutchinson and Oliver, 
hastening to recommend just the kind of foolish 
strong measures towards which it was spontaneously 
carried by its own share and portion in the original sin 
of all governing Powers. For Franklin, these letters 
threw a flood of light ' upon the political events of 
2SO 


HIS XATEB LIFE 



the past few year's^ . aaci' -it is possible -he' may evea 
have over*»estimated their • slgiiificaoce' and influence* 
They.showe.d:, at any rate/ that those measures which 
were :most bitterly resented by the 'Colonists had 
been long advocated and preached in^ the secret ear 
of ' Government ■ by . responsible Americans,' ■ whose 
op.inions , conid not but carry -great ' weight . with 
Ei]g,Iish ministers* From this discovery it followed, 
that there was at once less cause for anger and less 
reason for despair than there had lately seemed' to 
be, even to' Franklin. His own vast -patience had 
begun to feel the strain and the wear of those years ; 
and across the ocean English injustice, as it was 
considered, was fast creating a new America, an 
America very full of anti-British feeling. ^ This 
was very unlike that land as he had known it, 
and- the change .was to him sincerely regrettable. ■ It 
was also -a menace^ for it might'- presently gather 
sufficient force to -make the pace in. that'- conn try, and 
then.: - the. : hopes of .. reconciliation would ' be- small 
--:in'deed.. V -"ro avert ;..this,.and to. .neutralise the growing 
seose^' of : a ; nation'al - animosity, Franklin considered 
that' no ; means; would serve '-'so powerfully .as -.the 
conveying to the leaders of opinion' in ".America that 
new knowledge, that new' side-iight- upon the -whole 
.sitiiatioii.,^ ■ -which -had ju-st -come'-'to- him,- a.nd had 
affected His. own' feelings .so favourably, so 'forgiv- 
ingly, towards -those who- were, responsible in this 
country. He begged permission to send these letters 
to America. After - some delay, permission was 
granted; and on -December . 2 ,- X 772.,. he enclosed 
them in his ' usual official dispatch, address-ed to -the 
.-.secretary: of.' the committee, of. . correspondence of. 
.Massachusetts Assembly. He was' not -'at .'■liberty, to 
explain, whom he had ■ theni from ;; -they w.ere -not to 
be :. copied .. or.. . printed : . and when they, .had been - 
shown to the leading men of the popular ' party,' they - 
.were. 'to,-, be re turned, t country.* -Qo' all' these 
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poiEts he had, and transmitted to his correspondent, 

explicit instructions. 

There is not space here to follow the letters in 
their wanderings. Suffice it, that they were shown 
to many men and some women, and that their presence 
in America, if not their precise import, was soon, the 
secret of a whole continent. The effect was every- 
where what Franklin had anticipated : rage against 
lintchioson I kindlier feelings, towards England than 
had prevailed for many months. They were duly 
returned after a time | but, Franklin’s instructions 
notwithstanding, they had got into print in America. 
Copies found their way over here, the newspapers 
gave them in full, there was a great deal of annoy- 
ance in the official world, a great deal of talk 
about the matter everywhere. In all of which 
there was nothing that ' called for Franklin’s inter-, 
vention. But just when the nine-days’ wonder was 
ready to die down,- it suddenly started off into a new 
and untoward career of thrilling interest. Mr Thomas 
Whately announced in the newspapers that the 
letters so much spoken of had been written to his 
late brother. 5. and as good as said that they had been 
stolen from the executors by Mr John Temple,. Mr 
Temple there.upon challenged Mr Whately to fight. 
Fight they did-at; dawn of a -December day, in Hyde 
Park, and Whately was: badly wounded. . On re- 
turning to town (he had been in the country for a 
few days) Franklin heard of this duel, and heard also 
that the gentlemen were going to light again. He,, 
therefore sat down-and promptly wrote,' the following 
letter:. — ,, 

«<'To THE. Printer OF ..THE, Public Adv,erti,ser, 

“ Sir, —.Finding t.hat two gentlemen have been unfortunately. 
e.ngaged in a.-duel,..about' a .transaction -and its circnimtances., of 
which both of them are totally ignorant and innocent, I think it 
.Incumbent ■ upon- me to declare (for the preFention. of farther , 

■ mischief,, asfar^as ..such'- a -deciaratioo may. .contribute to .prevent . 
it) that I alone am the person who obtained and transmitted to 
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Boston the letters in question. Mr W could not communicate 
them, because they were never in his possession; and, for the 
same reason, they could not be taken' from him by Mr T, They 
were not of the nature oi private letters between friends. They 
were written, by public olRcers to persons in 'public stations,: on 
public affairs, and intended to procure public measures; they were 
therefore handed to other public persons, who might be influenced 
by them to produce those measures. Their tendency was to incense 
the mother-country against her Colonies, and, by the steps recom- 
mended, to widen the breach; which they effected. The chief 
caution expressed with regard to privacy was, to keep their 
contents from the Colony agents, who, the writers apprehended, 
might return them, or copies of them, to America. That 
apprehension was, it seems, well founded ; for the first Colony 
agent who laid his hands on them thought it his duty to transmit 
them to his constituents. 

»B. FRANKLIN, 

** Agent for ike House of Representatives of lAassachus etts Bay* 

«« Craven Street, December s 5th, 1773.” 


By this aonouncement, a new surprise sprang ont 
of this surprising, if not sensational, subject. But 
the greatest sensation was yet to come. Franklin 
had not expected his letter to have any other effect 
than the preventing of possible homicide, and every- 
body thought he had acted' with spirit and propriety 
in ■ the matter. He was soon ' to ■ find that he had 
delivered himself into the hands of enemies. Personal 
enemies, it is true, he had none in England, and of 
friends he had^ a great many. But the cause which he 
represented was- becoming more and more obnoxious 
and exasperating to those in power.' Which means 
that a growing sense of their own incapacity to deal 
with the situation which they had made for them- 
selves, against ail wise advice, had begun already to 
render them morbid. Those who were disappointed 
at finding Franklin too much of an American/’, 
were apt also to tell themselves, when matters -came 
to- this stage, and as their troubles thickened, that if 
it were not for that disobliging, therefore- ili-^dis- 
posed Franklin, those troubles would not , exist at 
all. It is natural to, the human 'mind to hate a' 


' BENJAMIN FRANKLIN • 

just man, 5 and equally natural to those who find 
the,mBeiv'es vaiiily'' battling .against , a moral priiicipie 
and the wishes ■ of z people, to assume , that the 
' interpreter and spokesman of' the insurgent moral 
will is the -sole maker of all , the mischief. These 
and other determinants may .have been at work. 
Certain it is that official England now thought , it saw 
a possibility of damaging the American cause in : the 
person of its most illustrious exponent ; ■ and, no kind' 
god preventing, it hurriedly took the foolish business 
in, hand* 

It had been Franklin’s duty some months _ 
previously to present a Petition from the Massa-" 
chusetts Assembly, praying that his Majesty 
would be graciously pleased to - remove " from 
their official positions . Governor Hutchinson.' ,' and 
Lieutenant-Governor .. Oliver, . .as ^ being ,, "men who ■ 
had wrought- to :, make ' . misunderstanding : dis'-' 
peace between, the 'different parts of his .Majesty’s 
dominions. . Months ■ ' passed, and no result : of 
this petition" was. :f6rthcommg. But now Franklin 
received on i: Saturday,. January' 8,' . 1774, ^ ^ ' brief 
and sudden intimation that this petition was- ' to" 
be considered by the Lords of Committee (to 
" wliOHi , it: had "been.'-: .: referred by the, ■ King) - on 
the following Tuesday 5 when he, as agent for 
the Assembly, was commanded to attend. Late 
■on .-"Monday -..-after noon -- it was intimated, to him 
'that Messrs Hutchinson and Oliver were to be 

heard by conns eL This was short notice of an 

unusual procedure, not to say a startling fact. 
At the meeting he at once raised that point, 

submitting that the matter before their Lordships 
was question of civil or political prudence," ' 
upon wMch their Lordships w^ere already perfect 
judges, and could receive no assistance in it from 
the arguments of counsel" If counsel was heard 
on the one side, however, it ought also to be 
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heard on the other. He therefore craved their 
Lordships to appoint a farther day for the hear- 
ing, that he might have an opportunity of in- 
structing counsel on behalf of his clients. A 
further hearing was accordingly appointed for 
Saturday the 29th of that month. 

Brief as the proceedings at this meeting had 
been, they left little room for doubt that some 
very bad intentions towards himself were pre- 
paring their hour. An inkling that this was so 
became curiously diffused ; and the Press of this 
country hastened to assume an exceedingly sym- 
pathetic attitude towards these intentions, what- 
ever they might be. Franklin suddenly found 
himself an object of general attack, and very 
precise reports reached him as to the nature and 
upshot of the performance which had been 
arranged for the 29th. 

After some difficulty in finding a suitable counsel, 
he secured the famous John Dunning, afterwards Lord 
Ashburton ; a lawy er of the highest intellectual power, 
but too often unable to do himself justice owing to 
his many physical frailties. Dunning promptly set 
aside the elaborate brief which Franklin’s solicitor 
had prepared, and decided that their case could not be 
better argued than on the ground taken up by Franklin 
himself at the first meeting of the Committee. 

On the morning of the 29th there was a general 
movement of high political London towards the 
Cockpit, as the building was called, in which these 
Privy Council meetings were held. The attend- 
ance of Privy Councillors on this occasion was 
almost unprecedented : thirty-five in all sat round 
the table, which extended down the middle of 
the large oblong room. There was, besides, a 
large gathering of members of Parliament and 
other public men, and a few private persons whose 
distinction or connections had gained them admit- 
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taoce» Amongst the former was Edmund Biirke^ 
amongst the latter Dr Priestley and Jeremy Beiitham. 
Everyone except the Privy Councillors Lad to stand 
during the whole proceedings* Franklin stood near 
the fireplace at the upper end of the room, motionless 
and erect, for a space of three hours* A few paces 
off, by the Lord President’s chair, stood the hero of 
the occasion, Alexander Wedderborn, whom Mr 
Israel Mauduit, the solicitor for Flu tcliinson and Oliver, 
had engaged as counsel. He had been engaged for his 
special talents, which though not of the kind that 
make men honoured, were of the kind that may 
render them useful for purposes of a sort. By the 
exercise of these talents in the support of evil causes 
he rose ultimately to be a peer and the Lord Chan- 
cellor of England. Then he died, hated and despised 
even by those who had used him longest. No 
human being in his own or subsequent times lias had 
a good word to say for Alexander Wedderbiirn. 
Even Mr Doyle, who writes American history from 
an English, not to say a Georgian, point of view,: 
freely gives Wedderburn to the dogs. Even A-Ir 
Lecky, who is,- astonishingly unjust to Franklin , in 
his account of this affair,, calls Wedderburn the Belial 
of his profession.- .Even George the Third, whom 
he served so well— until he ratted from .him in turn, 
—said, upon. ..hearing, of -his d.eatli, as first .Earl : of ' 
-.Rosslyn,. twenty-four years later : Then he has 
not left a worse man behind him.” This was 
the creature.. who had., been put forward on ,tliis„ 
public occasion to. browbeat and insult one of , the 
most illustrious, and most honoured characters of that 
age — an old man, and- one doubly entitle.d to respect 
not only on account. of his own great qualities and 
his services, to ■humanity, but. because he. was one., in 
whom an entire people was proud to see itself repre- 
sented' to the world. Aged just forty-one years at 
this time, Wedderburn had already made more than 
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a begioning of Ms career of contemptible success^ 
being now Solicitor- General in snccession to Tliur- 
lowj that other infamy of the .woolsack. ■ 

The preliminaries having been gone' through, 
Hn oiling opened his case... In a very brief 'speech — 
in which lie, aimed chiefly at placing the .question at 
issoe npo.ii a ground where it would not be necessary 
to touch the dangerous topic of political rights and 
wrongs as between colonies and mother-country — 
he submitted that the Assembly did not come 
before the throne demanding justice 5 they appealed 
to the wisdom and goodness of their Sovereign. 
They asked ayawwr, which the King could grant or 
refuse.” The Governor and Lieutenant-Governor 
had lost the confidence of the people ; the petition 
was there as the expression of that feeling. But 
^^110 cause was thereby instituted, no prosecution 
was intended. ... As the Assembly had .no im- 
peachment to make, so they had no, evidence to 
olFer.” .Though this was one of Dunning’s bad days, 
and he, could scarcely speak so as to be heard the 
impression created by this unexpected lme' of argu- 
„meot was distinctly favourable. ' Yet in proportion 
as the spirit of it was magnanimous and wise it 
really gave the case into the hands of the unscrupu- 
lou.s "Wedderburn. That hero advanced to Ms task 
as to a .scenic display, a declamation, or a prize-fio-ht. 
The speech which he proceeded to deliver showed 
the highest abilities of the lowest kind, and is worthy 
of a more careful analysis than, can be given to it 
here. It began with a passage in which he magnified 
the legal and constitutional importance of 'Ms case 
and at the, same time contrived to appeal powerfully 
at the Very 'outset to the prejudices, ■political and 
national, of the, auditory which he addressed. He 
then passed to a laudation, of Governor Hutchinson 
from .which that gentleman issued in an anointed con- 
dition, with a brevet of utter blamelessness, that would 
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have astonished himself, ■ His ancestry^ his trainingy 
■•his own inherent virtness.his stndies.j his experiencej' 
his disposition towards the p.eople..of Massachusetts— 
.all conspired to make him^ it seemed^ .the ideal, of 
.. what ’ a governor should be, A review, of his career 
. in that ofSce justified these expeGtations.j exemplified 
these virtues. At this point the speaker cleverly 
. availed . himself ■ of Dunning^s admission that' no 
impeachment ...was made by the Assembly, that, no 
evidence. was oifered. All that the members' of 
this hostile Assembly can ' say is that they do not 
like Governor Hutchinson ! It would have required 
less cleverness thanWedderburn’s to. make this po.int 
tell, as he did. He was now able to make a traosi» 
.tion to the subject -of the letters,., a. su.bj'eGt- which 
was, nevertheless, entirely foreign to the business of 
that meeting. If it was the case, he said, that the 
Governor and his colleague had in some degree lost 
that universal confidence which had hitherto belonged 
to them, the fact was due solely to the mischievous 
sending of their letters to Boston by Franklin, Dr 
Franklin therefore/’ he said, stands in the light of 
the first mover and prime conductor of this whole 
contrivance against his Majesty’s two governors \ ” 
and he went on to describe Franklin as having come 
to that meeting with the sinister purpose of putting 
the finishing touches to his diabolical work. He 
next enlarged .with ■ astounding effrontery upon the 
alleged private character of the famous letters. ‘'^How 
those letters/’ he said, came into the possession 
of anyone ' but the right owners, is a mystery 
for Dr Franklin to explain.” After speaking with 
emotion ' of ' his own intimate acquaintance with 
the lamented Whately — and of that gentleman’s ex-* 
ceptionai' discreetness, especially in regard to all his 
correspondence— and of the profound pain of his 
brothers 'at finding the said Letters had fallen into 
evil'haiids— he', continued thus: These Letters, I 
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belieFe, were m his custody at' his death.; and I as 
firmly belieTe that without fraud they ’ could not 
have : been got out of ■ the ' custody .'of - the person 
whose /hands,, they fe,li into. The Letters,, I say, 

; could, not, have com Dr Franklin by fair' means. 
The writers did, not g,ive them to 'him; nor' yet did 
the: deceased ■ correspondent.' Nothing then,: will 
,:a€qmt Dr Franklin' of the charge of obtaining' them 
by fraudulent or corrupt means, for the most malig- 
nant purposes : unless he stole them from the person who 
stole theml' Then the orator, his indecency accumu- 
lating momentum as he went,', half turned towards 
the venerable philosopher and thundered' thus : I 
hope, my lords, you will mark and brand the man,, 

for the honour of this country — of Europe and of 

mankind ■! He , has forfeited all the respect of 
societies and of men. Into what company ' will he 
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almost involved the lives of other men — the peril of 
murder which his own respected, friend had barely^ 
very barely, escaped — he then proceeded to set 
Franklin’s letter to the Morning Advertiser in a 
surprising new light : as the act of a gloating fiend* 
After the mischiefs of this concealment had .been 
left for five months to have their full operation , . * 
at length comes out a letter^ which it is impossible to 
read without horror, expressive of the coolest and 
most deliberate malevolence. My lords, what poetic 
fiction only had penned for the breast of a cruel 
xifrican. Dr Franklin has realised and transcribed 
from his ov/n. His, too, is the language of a 
Zanga. 

< Know then, ’twas — /! 

/forged the letter — /disposed the picture 
/hated — /despised — destroijl^ ’’ 

The remaining passages were equally worthy,,, and 
some of them more subtle, but none had the arrest- 
ing and terrific character of this great outburst. 
What is of more importance to record is that no one 
arrested the orator in his flagrant career. No one 
took exception to the irrelevance, the gross im- „ 
propriety,, of ■ intruding the subject of the Letters 
into the business of that place and hour, and of 
giving the proceedings the complexion of an im- 
peachment of Dr Franklin. Least of all did any of 
these representatives of the King .and the Law, the 
Constitution and the honour of England, resent the 
astonishing indecency and brutality of this attack 
■upon a man so ■ eminent, and who, .had he been the 
lowest of criminals, was not there upon his trial. ^ 
The assembled Privy Councillors, from the Lord 
President downwards, manifested the utmost pleasure 

^ As' ,a fact, -.the -question^ of the Letters was then, strictly . 
'judke^ a Chancery snit-witfi .regard to the.m having been, instituted 
.■.by Wha.teiy* .The suit was not.- pe.rsevered in ;. those ■ w.ho' had-. 
Instigated the bringing of it having, as it turned out, managed 
to get their business done sufficiently well at the Cockpit. 
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io; tlie whole entertainmentj and accompanied their 
creature through all Ills grosser passages with a 
chores of encouragements, laughter and applause. 
Of all the members of the Court and Coercion party 
in that room, Lord North himself, it is recorded, 
was the only man who behaved becomingly through- 
out, short of actually interfering. The Privy 
Councillors, however, were the more worthy re- 
presentatives of their country, as its temper and 
feeling were then : for the enthusiasm with which 
men read the printed speech a few days later was 
absolute and national. To return, however. When 
Wedderburn ceased, the proceedings were at an 
end. Dunning essayed some kind of reply; but 
the fatigues of standing three hours were alone 
enough to have rendered him, as he now was, 
physically non-effective. The meeting broke up in 
a buzz' of excitement. Franklin moved from the 
place in which he had stood — motionless, statuesque, 
■attentive— during all that time. In passing out, he 
clasped the hand of an old friend, but said nothing, 
and went home alone. That was about one o’clock 
on Saturday, At the hour of breakfast on Monday, 
he received a curt and formal intimation that the ' 
King 'Miad found it necessary ” to dismiss him from 
the office of Postmaster-General for America, So 
no time. had been lost! Nay, the report of the ' 
Committee was dated on Saturday, and had, likely 
enough, been draughted and ready before the 
hearing took place. It was a fitting sequel and' 
soovenir of that well-arranged and admirably carried'- 
out performance. It condemned the Petition and 
the ' petitioners in tumid and aggressive terms, and 
went ^ aside to make a , cowardly attack upon 'Dr 
Franklin. The hearing had been a farce ; the report 
.was a falsehood. But both were intended' for the 
PiiMiC'5 and both ' reached' their mark and 
impressiom Which is ■ the 
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xess ■ of ' state-craft among a ' people . deiighting, . to 

■ tHn.k'itself'free.- 

Franklin Lad shown .an 'astonishing, self-command' 
' during the -whole of the scene just described 5,. nor 
did his strength or dignity. forsake. him, for a moment 
in the days that followed. He made no. pretence, of, 
not being moved, but how deeply he was moved we 
can o.nly guess. He was, at least, as much, astounded 
as shocked, he was more' concerned than angry ; ' for 
he thought of what it all meant, what it was' meant 
to ■ mean for his country. It was America that was 
insulted in him ; and the temper signified by Wed- 
derburn’s speech, and still more by . the delight with 
which that speech was heard, promised little ' cO'U- 
Sideration for any new petitions or protests that 
might be forwarded to England,. As to .the. attack 
upon himself,. he: set about preparing a reply' to .it. .5 
but the serious aspect' .which.' .p'ublic ' affairs ' soon 
developed, and -the rate at which things' began -.to: 
move,. 'SOon drew off his attention from what was a’ 
comparatively personal and . negligible wrong.. He 
felt '.sure that time" would right him. 'And it has 
done so, long ago, in the judgment of .all the world, 
except 'a ■ few ■ good men- in . this country .who :-st.ill.^- 
.eherish.vhe-:- political views and. the' personal dislikes 
which were an anchronism and a misfortune when 
George .the .Third -was King,. .' Make the- best of' it' 

' that '. we. may, the 29th' of .January I7'74 was 'U dis- 
graceful day for England. Whether it was also a 
feteful day, is a question quickly asked, but not to be 
answered in a word. I do not think myself that 
Franklin really became, on that day and in his secret 
soul— neither on that day nor for long afterwards — • 
that which he was called later, not without merit, 
the archlrebel of the Revolution. What took place 
at ^ that ■ time , was - this : liis inherited, compulsive, 
active? much-contriving love for England received a 
blow,, from; which it never again recovered. There 
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■ .rremaiiied .only^^'.to carry throiigh.,Ms. task;''iaS' 

mediatGr5,,tEat general beneFolence^ of ' inteiitioo^ that 
desire toVs,a¥.e '. and to,' serve, whidi-.he had towards 
:all . the' '.'hnman ..family. , , So -he - worked for ■ .a . while 
longer, as,, we, shall see ^ but perhaps the strength of 
.the .heart was not in these labours/' One somehow 
. .Tegards the twelvemonth which.. he was still to pass 

■ iii England as being merely an empty interval . be- 
tween his issuing from . the Cockpit and his step- 
ping on board the ship that was to carry him home. 
Still ' more ■ did it seem so to his co.ntemporaries, 
who knew^ nothing of the secret labours which,' 
engaged him, during , that interval.- Their imagina- 
tion leapt 'the space separating the Privy Council 
outrage and the Declaration of Independence,, nnd 
saw these two- events as -,a dramatic sequence of 
historic cause and effect, historic crime and punish- 
ment. And there is .a sense in which they were 
right. ..There is a sense in which there is" literal 
truth in the famous epigram of Plorace Walpole : 

Sarcastic:- Sawney /sw spite and prate, 

On silent Franklin poured his venal hate. 

The calm pliilosopher, without reply, 

Withdrew, and gave his country liberty ] 

, But, as. already. M he withdre-w he 

assisted loyally in some further eiTorts to avert the 
-rupture , that was, fast becoming inevitable^* For 
a: study of Els character these months are worthy 
of close attention ; but as nothing of historical im- 
portance came of all that was attempted, we may 
pa'ss . quickly here. After the Privy Council affair, 
Fimnkim - much ' as possible aloof from 

ministers; and, their social circle, though going into 
..general.: society as -m.uch. as formerly. - The.' - effect .. of 
:hls'.absten'ti,o-n,was,'So,G ere the year was 

out both sides in 'politics- .were -seeking his aid.. To ' 
.the. .latter...: halt of beginning of, -.1.775. 

belongs Cliatham*s memorable intervention, .when he 
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threw off the load of sickness and came to the rescue^ 
if rescue there still might be^ of the State. '' He 
worked hard and studiously at the great problem for 
several months ere coming forward with his solution ; 
and during that time he had frequent Jong consulta- 
tions with Franklin, both at his own place in- Kent 
and at Franklin^s lodging in Craven Streetf On 
January 31, 1775 ? he submitted to the House of 
Lords the resolution which he considered was the 
necessary first step in any overtures of conciliation : 

That the troops be withdrawn from Boston.^^ It 
was rejected with scorn and anger. Undeterred by 
this rebuff, and unwarped from his patriotic purpose 
by feelings of pique, the great statesman introduced, 
about a fortnight later, his Conciliation Bill. It w^as 
thrown out without consideration. In the course of 
that sitting, one noble speaker went aside to make 
an attack upon Franklin (who was in the House at 
the time), and called him one of the bitterest and 
most mischievous enemies this country had ever 
known.” In his reply, Chatham rebutted this slander 
with eloquence and magnanimity, and spoke of 
Franklin ("Hhe gentleman alluded to, and so in- 
juriously refiected on”) as one ^*whom all Europe 
held in high estimation for his knowledge and wis- 
dom, and , ranked with our Boyles and Newtons — 
one who was an honour not to the English nation 
.only, but to human nature.” To have been previ- ' 
ously vilified by a Wedderburn was perhaps a small 
price to pay for the privilege of being so vindicated 
by a Chatham. -But the scene is important because 
of the deep impression which it left on Franklin’s 
mind. When he saw that even this great man, who 
had done such mighty things for England, could yet 
scarce secure a decent hearing, could certainly not 
secure a moment’s respectful consideration for his 
proposals, when he attempted to establish a possi- 
bility of conciliation with America — then, indeed, for 
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the first timej Fraaklin thought of England and the 
English'^ : in so far aS' the governing classes repre- 
sented , either, with hopelessness and contempt. 
Such, a. .House of tetchy, childish, puffy Lords pom-, 
pously scowling out such a man as Chatham — it was 
indeed a sight to' make a cynic. Yet if there was 
anything to choose between the Lords and the Com- 
mons, the former, he recognised, had the greater 
claim upon his respect. For they were the more 
honest, as being, upon the whole, less needy. 

When the noble Sandwich permitted himself to 
speak of Franklin as ^'^ooe of the bitterest and most 
mischievous enemies this country had ever known,^^ 
his lordship may not have been aware that his own 
colleagues were even then, and had been for months 
past, engaged in continual secret negotiations with 
the said bitter and mischievous enemy. Of these 
negotiations,; however, since they were secret, and 
since nothing came of them, and especially since the 
story would require a score or two of .pages for its 
proper telling, I shall not attempt to give any account 
,here.^ Nevertheless, it is curious and worth re- 
membering that while responsible .supporters of the 
Government were referring to Franklin, in Parliament 
and in the Press, as one who was walking the- streets 
of London when his proper place was a cel! in New- 
gate, at ^that very time Government- (and a Fligher 
Power, in those days, than the ostensible Govern- 
, inent) were actually doing what Chatham- had bravely 
said that he would do if he were in their position : 

: they were ^"calling to their assistance the geotiemaii 
so,,,' injuriously reflected on.”. But they were not 

i Fo!low,ing the ' example of Mr Morse, who,, although he 
writes a .book, an.cl his subject is, Franklin the Statesman., 'yet 
rightiy pleads that ‘ « the story will not ..bear curtailment.cor admit 
,of being related at,, length within his iim,its. Readers may be 
.reierred to B,!,gelow^s , Life of Franklin,” il. 256-538 ; or (fo-r an, 
aoridgment about half , as long as this Memoir) to the second 
Toiume of Faiton, . ; . - 
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doing It puMiciy, as he said that he would ..do« That 
; . qualification, to what^had else been a sign of saving 
wisdom, was vital, ^and' meant , much* ."The same 
half-will to reason the matter out, 5 . the same conflict 
^ of , anxiety and pride, pride having always : the last 
word ; the same- desire to secure the future without 
■ recanting the past or making just the present ; the 
same reluctance to cancel a wrong or to acknowledge 
a rights — all worked to ensure that of these .nego- 
tiations, which lasted from November tilL Marche 
nothing should come in the end« Their interest is 
now mainly moral . and ■ psychological, and here 
■Franklin is seen to be very great. More than his 
precision, his strong grasp, his broad view, one is 
, astonished, as the time goes on, at his patience with 
those people, who ■ clearly do .. not ' know .their ' own' 
minds, and display.not a little of that famous British 
; inability to . understand - the mind of. others, or ■ to ' 
believe, at least, that there^ can' be much in it. ' The 
impossibility of doing anything with ' them ' seems to 
have saddened rather than disgusted him. He had ' 
■presently a more personal reason for being sad. .. .For- 
just when it was "-.possible at last for . him ' to leave 
England, after having again and again deferred his 
departure for yet. another season," and another, at the 
entreaty of the well-wishers to both countries — just 
when he saw that the day of his usefulness, if not of 
his safety, was nearly done in this country, and that 
it was time to be getting back among his own folk, 
who might still have use for him — ^came the sudden 
news of his good wife’s death. Every spring and 
every autumn since he set sail, ten years ago, she 
had hoped to welcome him home. In 1774 she had 
written that if he did not get back that autumn, she 
felt that he would never see her alive again. And 
so it proved 5 for though a hale woman, she fell 
away suddenly, and died after a few days^ illness at 
the beginning of the year. Whatever the patriot 
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The ship dropped anchor in the-Delawarej oppossite 
Philadelphia, on the evening of May. 5, and Franklin^ 
. slipped quietly home before information of his arrival 
...had got about. But in a few hours the. news was 
.over, the .whole city and was . spe.eding through the 
^.province. It. was ^everywhere received' with joy, a 
...joy., .heightened... by some, circumstances .of- the hour 
that., were ..news to him. when he came ashore. While 
.the.'Ship; that brought him ■ was • still six-teen days from 
..home,; hostilities .Im broken, out. .between the King’s 
PartoE, Tp!..;ii..p. 65. . 
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troops, and the colonists ! Tlie affair of Lexington, 
the battle of Concord, had thrown the whole country 
into a thrill of amazement and expectancy* The 
appearance of Franklin among them at such a moment 
was dramatic, opportune, auspicious j it was hearten- 
ing beyond words. The country was like to have 
need of all her sons, the strong in council, and the 
strong in arms; and here was her greatest of ail, 
alighted, as it were, from the clouds at this juncture! 
Early on the morning after his arrival, the Pennsyl- 
vania Assembly hastened to appoint him one of its 
delegates to the second Continental Congress, which 
was to meet in that city a few days later ; and 
Congress, when it met, hastened to appoint him to 
almost every separate business which it took in hand. 
A mere catalogue of the committees he served upon 
would take up too much of our space, and to 
describe his operations and interests fully would be 
to write the history of the colonies during the next 
eighteen months. ' A few of these must be men- 
tioned ; and something must be said to explain that 
development, of .his feelings . which changed Mm, 
hitherto aS' convinced an Imperialist as Cecil Rhodes 
or the great' Lord Chatham himself, into the arch- ^ 
separatist and' the chief agent — always excepting the 
good King George — in wresting her ■ colonies from 
England. 

:Oiie of the^ Erst- things: the new Congress had to 
take thought for was the reorganising of . the Post 
Office, with' a view both to facility and to safety. 
.Government in those days .had small' respect, ...either 
in 'England or the colonies, for the alleged sacredness. 
of private correspondence even in times of peace. 
No added sanctity, to say the least, would belong in 
its eyes to the correspondence of those who were 
already described as rebels.” Congress therefore 
took possession of that service, and placed at the 
head of it Benjamin Franklin, with the title of 
268 





t'V'- •'): 

r-v’‘ i ' - 


iliii 


HIS LATER LIFE 


'HrS' 


, tli.e country upon a permanent basis. From Phila- 
delphia to Cambridge was a tliirteen days^ ride 
^ (begun on October 4), and the conference lasted' four 
: days. The result was that scheme of a Gontineetal 
, army, speedily put into execution, by which' Wasli^ 
ington was able to carry on a seven years’ war. But 
Franklin came back from that conference an altered 
man. 

When he left England he was far from consider- 
the old cause as lost. Its state was indeed 
serious, and there was like to be further trouble; 
but there was no necessity to assume that the trouble 
would be different in kind from that which had been 
more or less continuous since the passing of the 
Stamp Act. He saw that nothing but a display of 
unanimity, firmness, and strength on the part of the 
colonists, and the loss to English commerce which 
the non-importation policy would go on to make 
increasingly felt, was likely to bring England to a 
sense of the folly. of being on bad terms with her’ 
SODS across the sea. That she should decide to 
eiuorce her point and settle this famil-/ disagreement 
off-hand by starting to destroy buildings, burn 
towns, and slaughter men— it wms a contmqency 
which he may have contemplated, as lie contemplated 
eyerj other, but he regarded it as a very remote one. 
On arriving, he found that a sort of beginning on 
these lines had actually been made, and that the 
country was _ organising to resist the invasion of its 
liberties which such acts portended. He was at 
once with the fighting party in such a cause. It 
was, however, only a fight for freedom as yet, the 
English freedom of English subjects, not a war for 
the independence of Americans. There were a few 
a very few in the entire country, who looked towards 
that goal ; and Franklin was not of them. Just as 
little, however, was he of that timorous band, headed 
by John Dickenson of Pennsylvania, who anxiou-slv 
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deprecated, eYen after midsummer of 1775,' evai' 
.after. Boaker Hill and Charlestown/ any measnres 
wlikh might have a bad effect” upon the minds of 
people in England. These were -for 'sending' petitions 
to the King, even at that time of- day | whereas 
FraiikliH'put more faith in a permanent Union of the 
, colonies, and drew up a plan for effecting it,„ The 
plan was reserved for a later time, however, since it 
was deemed advisable, Franklin himself consenting, 
that the futile and stultifying petition to the King-— 
yet another of these disgraced and disregarded peth 
tions to the King ! — should go forth in the name of . 
Congress, This was done, that the ‘"‘moderate” men 
should not seem to have been., overborne in the 
National Council, and that the fate of the- petition 
might convince them when the arguments of their 
compatriots and colleagues had failed. And' the 
event was according to the forecast: the almost 
dramatic and spectacular contempt, with: which that 
petition , was treated in England made up the minds 
of thousands in America. And ' meantime, as one 
■ scene ,of slaughter succeeded -another,; ■the' royal 
troops always taking the initiative, "if : grew more ' 
apparent to the colonists that what had : occurred 
earlier in the, year was no affair. 'of an- unfortunate 
.rencontre or an . administrative blunder, but the ' 
carrying out . of a , steady^ policy of haughty 'subjec- 
tion; of a determination to bear them to the ground 
and then dictate to them on what terms- they were to- 
live. ■ So these months, the summer and autumn^ of 
: 1775,,, saw. a heightening of feeling- that was pre- ' 
paring the way for a momentous general .change of 
mind and; policy. Thus it was wi-th. Franklin more . 
than most men. No man then -living 'knew both 
,co,uatrieS'.,so„. well as he, and none ■could, j-udge so 
securely the waste, the gratuitousness,,^^-and - the 
wrong. The absurdity also, the outrage upon com- 
mon sense it must have seemed, whenEe thought of 
27J- . ..' 
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who they were, those , goYerning persons so far 
away, who claimed to dispose of the property and 
make forfeit the lives of those indiistrioiis Americans 
around him, who were not indebted to them for life, 
nor, for a crumb of bread. But those fatuous' 
governing persons could send armies into tliis distant 
country; and though they could not reason, nor 
understand reason, they could destroy, and destroy, 
and destroy. , Many expedients — he had proved it 
at the cost of his own patience — had seemed insuper- 
ably difficult to them ; but the last, the most brutal, 
and, to a humane mind, the most difficult of all — ^ 
into that they could throve?- themselves with a light 
heart. So he reasoned, remembering the past and 
looking round at the present ; and to him, reasoning 
so, Bunker Hill and the burning of Charlestown left, 
of his old allegiance for England, but a very slender 
filament of remembered feeling by the time October 
of that year had come. Then he went to the con-' 
ference with Washington. When setting out to 
return home, accounts- reached him of the wanton 
destruction of Falmouth in Maine, by British men- 
of-war; ■ neither- church nor school spared; the 
houses which had escaped the cannonade deliberately -, 
fired by the torch, marines being landed to carry out 
that , splendid exploit; all the shipping biirne'd, so 
that the poor- people, should neither -have the means, 
of ves-toring their fortunes nor of finding food— -and,, 
all .this done on the verge of a northern winter! 
Such was the wisdom and mercy of the King,, wh'o,iii 
-,some folk were still for . petitioning - such were ,tlie ' 
rights -of sovereignty and, to , Americans, the,,, bless- , 
,-iii,gS: of the English connection,. Whatever others 
might think of it, Franklin resolved at once that 
rights like these were to be warred against by all 
good men, and that the sooner the egregious con- 
nection ceased to exist, the less anomalous the world 
would be. If he had doubted at all before, he had 
272 



done with, doubting now. From this moment he 
devoted himself utterly — every power of his mind, 
every fibre of his body — to the cause which he now 
publicly declared for, the Independence of America. 

My topic not being the history of the Revolution, 
I can do little more than name rapidly the three or 
four chief events with which he was connected 
during the next twelvemonth. In the winter of 
Colonists, accepting what was a tacit 
declaration of war against them by the Mother- 
Country, had begun military operations against the 
British forces in Canada. After opening well, these 
operations became inglorious, if they did not bring 
disgrace. Congress decided early in the spring to 
send a commissioner to see if its affairs could not be 
retrieved somewhat ^ and in spite of his seventy 
years and two months, it chose to send Franklin. 
Never sparing himself in his country’s service, he 
did not refuse the duty now imposed upon him ; 

journey into these Polar regions went near 
to killing him; and though became back alive, he 
felt for many a day afterwards the effect of the hard- 
ships then undergone. As to the situation there, it 
was faiidy irretrievable, and he reported to that 
effect. Two pieces of good news gladdened his 
heart on getting back. The first was that a plenti- 
ful supply of gunpowder was now on hand. The 
second was that during the past two months Inde- 
pendence had been gaining new adherents by the 
hundred every day. It was no longer the whispered 
word of two or three, but the war-cry of a growing 
host. This was good hearing; and he threw him- 
self with a will into making that disposition prevail 
more and more. In June the great issue was fought 
out in Congress and the momentous Resolution 
carried. Franklin was one of a committee of five 
appointed to draw up a Declaration ; but tie Declara- 
tion was the work of Thomas Jeferson alone. A 
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few. days later came .the first Fourth of. July in 
iioiversai history. Eight days later stilh arrived olF 
S.andy Hook Franklin’s esteemed friend Lord Howe^ 
bringing overtures of conciliation ;. and ,a fleet and an. 
army (a second army) to, enforce them with. .On 
September II, there took place, in a hut on Staten 
Island, a picturesque conference between Lord HoAve 
and a commission consisting of Franklin, John 
Adams, and Edward Rutledge, who had been aent 
by Congress in compliance with Lord Howe’s 
request, to hear what his lordship had to offer. The 
Commissioners sat very tight, and his lordship was 
bound by his instructions, so between the two parties 
matters got no forarder. His lordship, indeed, had 
nothing ready for immediate offer, save the King’s 
pardon for those who would give in their submission. 
Pardon, . submission ! — these were not the " things that 
Americans were asking .or 'giving eight w.eeks' after 
the: Fourth ’of - July. So the Commissioners with- 
drew.; and" Lord Howe continued his negotiations ' 
with the -help of two armies and a fleet. ..Against.' 
such arguments one needed to have a strong case 5 
.a.nd the eyes- of Congress, looked across the world 
,fG,r signs- of aid; : Better than watching and waiting, 
was to go and seek for it, go and ask it. So, on 
an, :eve,nmg towards the end of October, there slipped 
secretly out of Philadelphia an old man of seventy- 
one, -accompanied, by .two boys,, his gra.nd sons. Early 
next morning they rode from Chester on the 
Delaware to Marcus Hook, three miles beyond, and 
embarked on board a sloop of war — the Reprisal 
sixteen guns — which was waiting out of sight to 
receive them. Then the sloop stole down the river 
and put out into a wintry sea. The old man was 
Benjamin Franklin, accredited Envoy to the Court of 
Versailles* . 
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to the aid of the insurgent colonists and so^ by 
breaking' the power of an insulting enemy, secure 
the safety of France for generations. His eloquence 
and ingenuity, however, made no headway against 
the reluctance of the King and the wisdom of 
Turgot. But when Turgot was dismissed, Beau- 
marchais’ views received the qualified support of the 
new Foreign Minister, the Comte de Verge'nnes, 
and the King complied in part. Direct intervention 
was on all grounds out of the question, but some 
degree of aid might be extended to the Colonists. 
For this benevolent purpose, a comic-opera scheme 
of the ' Enthusiast’s own conceiving was put into 
execution about the middle of June 1776. With 
a capital of a million livres (advanced by the court) 
Beaumarchais opened a commercial house with a 
Spanish style and title. Its business (a mystery to 
passers-by) was really to ship to the English colonies 
all sorts ' of , military supplies, receiving as payment 
consignments of American produce. The operations 
of the house were for a few months most successful, 
several ships laden with contraband haxdng' been got 
safely away.-. But as no return consignments appeared, 
the operations. : of the house began to be hampered 
owing to overtrading or lack- of' funds.'' They, were 
still more' hampered presently owing to the repeated 
remonstrances of the 'British Ambassador, angrily 
calling attention to the kind of business being'done 
by Roderique Hortalez & Company. The innocent 
French;.Government, surprised and'shocked, promptly 
put the ships of that' firm o nder„ lock. and. key.. . .But 
though some .would manage, somehow, to getaway,' 
yet ''mo. consignments of. produce came to off-set .the' 
account. Towards the end of the year, all life was 
gone out of the venture. The head of the house 
was dejected 5 not so much at being insolvent as at 
being out of favour at court. It was alleged that 
but for his gross imprudence in certain places, the 
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British lion would not have roared in that painful 
way. Now since July he had been acting along with 
Mr Silas Deane, who had been sent to Europe early 
in the year by Congress (or by Franklin) with some- 
what vague powers and purposes as a commercial 
and political agent and envoy to the world at large. 
While things went well with Beaumarchais, they 
went well with Silas Deane. But when the former 
became insolvent and fell into disgrace, the latter 
lost at once his only; means of subsistence and his one 
influential ally. I cannot sing here the Iliad of the 
woes of Silas Deane ; a good man not heroically 
strong, who was marooned on a populous strange 
continent, the unsalaried representative of a pack of 
rebels, and who heard, as the months went by, no 
news nor report of his country but the rumour of 
her downfall, and who expected to find himself 
some fine morning placed beyond the frontier at 
the re<^uest of the British Ambassador, or handed 
over, a recreant traitor, to the tender mercies of his 
sovereign. To him thus besieged by distress and 
perplexity and fear, and ready to capitulate, came 
news on December 7_ that Dr Franklin had arrived 
at Nantes. And to Silas Deane it was as if an army 
had come to his relief, an army with banners ! 

And if it was not at once followed by such a dis- 
play of reversing power as the metaphor seems to 
imply, it is none the less true that his coming had 
a moral effect almost as striking and as instantaneous 
as its spectacular value. The latter could hardly 
be exaggerated. No piece of news in those years 
so arrested the attention of mankind as the news 
that Dr Franklin — who but yesterday had been in 
Philadelphia, and the day before in the midst of a 
Canadian winter outside of the world — -had suddenly 
appeared in Paris, the intellectual and diplomatic 
centre of Europe. It was more than a nine days’ 
wonder ; and nobody doubted it might portend im- 
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mensities. To Paris, and to the French people, it 
was not niore a wonder than a Joy* Fhe American 
cause, in which all minds were interested and so 
many hearts engaged, had now for its defender and 
representative in their own midst a man so famous 
that hardly any name in the world at that time com- 
manded such a universal respect as his. Amongst 
the learned, the wise or the intellectual he was re- 
garded as an elder and chief ; amongst the mass of 
the people he was conceived of as a benefactor of 
the race, a parent by adoption of the whole human 
family. “ Franklin’s reputation,” says John Adams, 
speaking of what he saw, on coming to France a 
year later, and what was little to his liking, “ was 
more universal than that of Leibnitz or Newton, 
Frederick or Voltaire ; and his character more be- 
loved and esteemed than any or all of them.” And 
not only the many friendships which he had already 
formed there, and to which he returned as to the 
enjoyment of an estate, but also that comprehensive- 
ness of his, that humane universality for which he 
was unmatched among men, went to render his 
sojourn in a strange land seem but an exchange of 
country - seats, each equally in his native air. 
Amongst bis fellow-men, whatever language they 
spoke, he lived always at home, as among a nation 
of friends and kinsmen ; whereas all other Americans 
acutely conscious of the fact that English- 
men were British, and that Frenchmen were 
Foreigners, and were mt so conscious as they 
might have been that they themselves were Pro- 
vincials. And the longer Franklin’s friends in any 
itry knew him, the deeper became their admira- 
and the warmer their esteem. Even on the 
plane of high politics, as in social relations^ and in 
private life, the personal qualities of franklin were 
effective, and made a way for him through many an 
impasse. It would have gone hard with Sis country, 
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.ill the years, that were n,ow to .follow, had not many.^aQ 
e.fFort been made, had .not many' a. point been,str.etc.lied, 
'for. the .sake, of ..the man, which 'wonid scarcely have 
been undertaken,, so willmgly,' for the cause alone. 
Thus, while the whole course of his' past life, '.and 
the .secular growth of his fame, went to invest, him, 
.with, such an interest for the imagination as. rendered 
hi,m virtually Ambassador to the People of France, 
his authentic personal qualities secured for him in 
time, as longer acquaintance made them better 
known, a second privilege- and ascendency as one 
who was an esteemed friend, and almost ■ a col- 
league, rather than a foreign envoy, in the . eyes- of 
the .Ministers of Louis XVI. 

The terrible shaking of that voyage through' thirty 
days of November storm had left -Franklin .very 
feeble; so that though he reached Nantes on 
Decem.ber 6,, he- did not continue the -journey .to 
Paris till about a fortnight later. With. his arrival 
there ...on .December 21 , the ■'.external history, of the 
' American Revolution . .-.begins - - to '-.have - an ..official 
'charactero. He found Deane., in Paris, and , on .the 
-following day .they were ...joined, by Arthur .Lee. 
Both of ■ these were joint-envoys with -him, Deane 
being already in France, and Lee in' England, when 
the Commission of Legation .was .appointed. ^ On the 
28 r.h, the envoys, had an audie.nce of the. Foreign 
Minister, the Comte de -Vergennes. The most 
notable gain from this- audience, was an- assurance 
that the hospitality of France would in no case be 
withdrawn .from them : that the ■ King was resolved 
to protect them wdiile they chos-c . to reside in ,his 
dominions. F^or the rest, -there was a .hint or two 
for their guidance .in the diplomatic system of things., 
and a request^ that they should prepare a statement 
of their proposals, to be placed -i-n .the hands of M. 
Gerard, the Secretary of the Council. This was 
soon done; and within a.few'days .after .its de,li¥eryj 

. 279, '. 


f 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 



M, Gerard came with a verbal reply» The tone of 
the reply was friendly in the extreme, but the general 
effect was non-compliance with the specific proposals^ 
This was hardly wonderful, seeing that compliance 
with almost any one of them would have been 
equivalent to an instant declaration of war with 
England: and it was yet to be seen whether the 
Colonists were worth anything to themselves — to 
say nothing of their allies — in so great a veiitiire* 
Nevertheless, the friendly disposition of the King 
and his advisers was as good as admitted, the Envoys 
being told that whatever countenance it might be 
possible to afford them, without impairing the 
neutrality of France, would always be gladly given* 
As a token of this good feeling, an unsolicited loan 
of two million francs, free of interest and not repay- 
able till the end of the war, was at the service of 
the Commission* These, were not small mercies,' 
all things considered 5 and .they gave , a basis for 
large hopes. ■ It must be remembered that the 
, current omens, as seen from Europe at that actiia.i 
hour, were not auspicious for the Rebels or 
for those whom they might contrive to associate 
with their sin. '■ The last poblic news ■ wa.s of 
American defeats, the latest official information was 
of yet greater English' armies getting' ready to sail ; 
and here, in Paris, was Lord Stormont again re- 
monstrating. All vrhich things notwithstanding, it 
som.ehow happened that,, not long after the inter- 
view just spoken of, two of Beaumarchais^ ships — 
Beaumarchais, again in some miraculous way made 
solvent' — managed, in spite of severest orders and 
strictest vigilance, tO' get . safe to sea ! 

The year Seventy-seven, regarded as a whole, 
was essentially the w^aiting time of the Revolution. 
Yet in Europe, as in America, it was a time of brisk 
action as well as of grave anxiety and deadly lull. 
Franklin directed the one or endured the other, so 
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far as they belonged to this hemisphere, in the quiet 
of a house within a garden, situated in Passy, at that 
time a semi-riiral suburb of Paris. A large part 
of a great mansion there, the Hotel Valentinois, 
had been .placed at his disposal, and that of his 
colleagues if they would share his occupancy of it, 
by the owner, M. Le Ray de Chaumont, one of 
Fraiikiin’’s most fervid admirers and warmest friends. 
.So thither he migrated early in the year, and here 
set up his establishment as became an Envoy j far 
enough from Paris to secure quiet, and to seem but 
a private dweller in a land which could not officially 
recognise his presencedn any other character. 

This rural seclusion and private innocence not- 
withstanding, Franklin was very full of work of 
a public and even death-dealing kind. That is, he 
soon found himself in the position of Admiralty to 
a little fleet of privateersmen .who waged war upon 
England in the narrow sea and in neighbouring 
waters.:,. Their operations were so successful that 
England, or at least. English merchants,' began to 
feel that" these islands were in. a state of blockade. 
Lord Chatham spoke in Parliament of our com- 
merce ” being torn to pieces ” by them. So . dire 
were the doings, or at least the impressions created, 
by three or four such tiny craft. Tiny as they were, 
they 'gave almost as much trouble .and anxiety to 
their admiral on land as to their enemies at sea. 
For the brave commanders would assume that they 
might bring their prizes into French ports, as into 
Boston or Falmouth, and sell them there; and it 
was Prankliif s weary task to awaken in them some 
s.m,ail . respect for the law of nations or (oftener still) 
to .obviate the perilous consequences of their trans- 
gression. thereof. Before the end of February they 
had^ collected about a hundred British seamen, 
prisoners of war. With these victims on hand, the 
Envoys thought we.il, to 'approach the English Am«* 
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bassador on the subject of an exchange. After some 
eight. or ten weeks’ 'interyah and in reply to a second 
letter, they heard at last from his lordship. . That 
is, they received a piece of officuii no tepaper,. un- 
dated, unsigned, and containing only these great 
words: ^^The King’s Ambassador receives .no 
applications from rebels, unless they come to implore 
his Majesty’s mercy.” The retort of the Envoys 
was more severe than this was crushing, and quite 
as dignified. In answer to a letter,” it ran, ‘^ wliich 
concerns some of the most material interests . of 
humanity, and of the two nations, Great Britain and 
the United States of America, now at war, we 
received the enclosed indecent pape'r as coniiiig from 
your Lordship, which we return for your Lordship’s 
more mature .consideration.” ■ But though Lord 
Stormont was, a little unfortunate in Ms style, .and 
was considered to have Tendered himself, ridiculous, 
his attitude,. was correct enough and implied a view 
of the ■situation- which was, to say the least, excusable 
In a British Ambassador. At any rate it wa.s a view 
from which- the ■ British Government could not he 
.-induced to recede by .any argument, save the argu- 
ment of triumphing arms.. - 

And as the year wore on, it grew less and less 
likely that the envoys would have that argument in 
their favour. The career of the good captains, if 
bright, was brief, and as autumn turned towards 
winter the seas that had known their renown knew 
them no more. F'rom America came no direct news, 
and if any rumours came, they were only of defeat. 
Intelligence from England was all to that effect j 
the hands of Government strengthened, armies 
victorious, the American cause regarded as lost by 
those who had wished it well. On the continent, and 
even in France, the same conviction gaining ground. 
And with this darkening of prospects, an ebb of 
resource* No prizes were being brought la now 5 
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CYen tliat good ally, Beaumarchais, was at, the end 
.of his efforts. Towards .the close of October die 
€,Evoys were ^fain to ask the French Goverii,meot 
to buy .. from them a. frigate which was then, beiog.^ 
biiilt,',,to their order in Holland : so little chanGe ' did 
there seem of its being allowed to .sail. ’, And .such 
melancholy tokens. Yet even at this time, in a liili 
that was heavy with hopelessness, and when the 
outlook was into sheer darkness, Franklin did not for 
a moment lose his calm, or even his confidence in 
the ultimate — nay, in the proximate — success of, his 
country'^s fortunes. He was not only steady him- 
self^ but he made others steadfast : he impressed 
even. Arthur Lee with a sense of ills greatness. 
And wdien, upon the back of this, came news that 
Phiiadeiphia was taken, and the good Silas Deane 
was thereupon for going to the French Ministry 
tO" demand an alliance at once, under a threat of 
.their ■; making term.s, else, with England- — Franklin 
stood'', firm . against .that -co.unsel of panic . also, ' as 
..being. i:nco,iis.i'stent ■ wi.th. ' the . dignity ■ and the interests 
.of ''his ■ 'country . ' Se]d0.'m. ' in ..history there,' been 
such sublime a.iid.. unshakable .confidence as. this. :' and 
never perhaps was such confidence so dra,matica..ily 
and swiftly justified. For it was but a week later 
(Dece.mber. 4, '1 777), that a. carriage dashed into 
the courtyard of the Hotel Valentinois, and there 
sprang from it a 5^oung , m'aii . who had tra veiled 
hard over land 'and sea, all the way , from Muvssa- 
chiisetts, to an:noiioc,e to t.lie representatives of 
America in Europe that Ge,oerai, Biirgoyne and 
his whole army were priso'ners of war. 

Whether the victory at 'Saratoga had c!e,fi'm,tely 
secured American .Independe'nce. for 'the 'test of 
time, was a matter not to be ascertained in half':, 
an hour ; and its pro.bability. might have . been 
comfortably discussed for '.a good part of a year, 
without anybody being „ 'proved completely in ' the 
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wroBg, in those days before the telegraph. But 
the fact that so sigoaL and by ail tokens so 
decisive, a success had been achieved by the 
colonists at the end of a two years^ resistance 
to the forces of an Empire, afforded ground 
enough to go .upon for a Government that, was 
■ already prepared to recognise the iadepeiidence 
and sovereignty of the United States, as soon as 
the situation of affairs .gave any colourable pretext 
for doing so. It was not war against England 
that the French Court relucted from, but the 
somewhat delicate act of intervention. Saratoga 
removed those scruples | and the Government, 
having promptly come to a decision, acted upon 
that decision with simplicity, directness and speed. 
On December 6 , the envoys received, alo.ng with 
the congratulations of the Ministry, a request, that 
they would now renew their application for an 
alliance. The application was $00,11 put in form and 
delivered., and soon reported upon. On December 
ly .M. Gerard came to Passy to announce that the 
French Governm.ent had decided to make a treaty'"' 
with the United States. In the crowded days tiie.n, 
folIowi,iig, there was much improlitable activity of 
smaller -wits, much. quiet, swift and sure of 
one calm and comprehensive mind, in the ne.ighbour- 
.liood of the Hotel. .Valentinois. ' The effects of the 
former being eliminated, those of the latter remained ; 
and appeared ■ when, on February 6, 1778, there 
were .signed and sealed Three ■ Treaties between 
the King of France and the Congress of the Unit 


tea 


States. The first was a Treaty of md Coramtrce, 
which bound the two nations to be good friends, 
to trade fairly, and to allow no superior advantages 
to any other nation. The second was a Ihvtj 0/ 
Jllimce, and had reference to the events likely to 
arise out of the action of France in thus according 
international recognition to the revolted colonist^ 
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Recognition was intervention, and intervention 
would probably mean war. ■ France here bound her- 
self never to withdraw from that war, should war be 
made upon her, till the Independence of the United 
States. had been achieved; the States in turn bound 
themselves not to make peace on any terms short 
of Independence ; and neither party to the treaty was 
to make a separate peace or a separate truce without 
the consent of the other first obtained. The third, 
or Secret Treaty^ merely provided for the entry of 
Spain into this compact at a later time. Ail three 
treaties, indeed, must be secret treaties for the next 
few days, because of certain ships then at sea. 
But the mask was laid aside, the position of affairs 
revealed to the world, on March 20,^ the date of the 
famous reception of the American Envoys by the 
King at Versailles. One ought rather to say, the 
reception of Dr Franklin and his Associates ; for 
that' is how that memorable function phrased itself 
to the imagination of contemporaries. Everybody 
has read, somewhere or other, references to the pro- 
'found impression his appearance there ■ created 5 his 
serenity and benevolence of aspect, his dignity, and 
yet portentous audacity; his own personal white 
locks worn instead of the wig proper and imperative, 
an oaken staff in liis hand in lieu of the sword of 
ceremony ! Neverthless, there was too much cere-, 
mooy in all this for the British Ambassador, who 
departed next morning . without taking leave. 
Franklin remained to make up for the void thus 
left in the hearts of all Paris ; and perhaps all 
Paris was. never so full of Franklin as' now. To 
this spring of 1778, it may be noted, belongs another 

^ It had bee.ii revealed to the British Ministry a week 'earlier, 
111 a rescript handed in by the Fre'nch AmbaSvSador in, London on 
March 13.. In this document the United States were declared to 
be in full possession of Independe,nce, the Treaty of Amity and 
Commerce between the two nations was formally announced, 
and the Treaty of A,iiiance was not obscurely indicated. 
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appearance of his, which had an immense appeal for 
the. hearts aforesaid; namely, his. appearance upon 
the same platform with Yoitaire at a meeting of the 
Academy of Sciences'on April 27. , The great con- 
course of scientists and philosophers which filled the 
room, becoming possessed by one feeling and one 
wish, refused to be satisfied until these two — -a 
Solon and a Sophocles, as they were in their eyes — ■ 
had been made to approach from their respective 
seats and embrace each other — la f ran faise to 

the universal delight. But such gaieties belong to 
the biography of one of the other Franklins, not 
to that of the Statesman with whom we are here 
concerned. 

If the treaty of alliance lifted the weight of anxiety 
from the envoys, -it also increased the' burden ■ of 
work, the main share, of ^ which 'was from the first' 
borne . by Franklin. The outbreak of war between 
.France and England rendered possible a resumption 
of. those naval opera'tioos into the directio.Q of which 
he. ha'd thrown himself with such zest in the spring 
and summer of the previous year. The business .of 
the brave, had been -ham-pered then by the want of 
any port to fly to, for safety or supplies., nearer 
than' the other- side- of -.the Atlantic. To be sure, 
nearer sports had been sought; but di.f!iculties had 
been apt to result, which were not to be created 
too often. The cessation of France’s neutrality 
threw open all French seaports to the so-called 
privateers, which preyed upon British commerce, and 
sometimes engaged British warships not unsuccess- 
fully. With the buying, equipping, commissioning 
of these craft Franklin had everything to do; and 
when they returned from conquest, he was the 
prize court that kept them on the right side of 
the law and also apportioned the spoils. Adjudi- 
cating the quarrels or disarming the jealousies of 
rival captains was a harder and more perilous task? 
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but lie faced it with' .skill . an-d courage. As : an 
example of his courage one would, like to 'quote a 
letter which he wrote to a certain Captain Landais, 
undeterred, by' the fact that this captain was a 
.Frenchman and half a maniac. 'But the most im- 
portant business growing out of the new, conditions 
on which the war was waged, was that with' re- 
ference to the American prisoners in England, "A 
few days after receiving the great news of I3ecember 
4, the envoys had written to Lord North request- 
ing that agents' appointed by them might be per- 
mitted to have access to these prisoners and do 
something, by periodical small doles of money and 
the distribution of comforts, to render their con- 
dition less wretched. His lordship returned a 
courteous and even conciliatory reply, and practically 
granted the request. He even said something now 
about RU. exchange of prisoners:- which, was equal to 
recognising the rebels as belligerents. But a little 
later 'Government showed more' reluctaoce to com- 
mit itself deiiniteiy.to that position 5 and although 
an : engagement to makeyaii exchange. was given in 
the spring or early summer -of ■ 1778, it was not 
until the end of March in the following year that 
the .'first cartel ship sailed for France. Into m 
business did Franklin ever put his, heart so greatly 
and simply and tra.nsparently as ■into this. He stuck 
to his task and maintained his plea indefatigably 
through months of discouragement and disappoint- 
ment, .and , some of the letters which he wrote in 
thisxaiise are among the .finest monuments to his 
character. ' 

At the 'Same time he ■ was rearing aiiot,her.' such.' 
monument, not immediately visible, tO;all, and least 
pleasing to those who were privileged- to watch it 
rise, in the steady mind with which' he met -a iong- 
series of secret overtures; made to .him .by the English 
Government. From the momeaj: when the newsxf 
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Biirgoyne’s capitulation reached Europe, that Govern- 
ment had recognised the danger if not the certainty 

wih alliance being ratified forth- 

with. The prospect caused a singular sweetening 
of temper towards the rebels, a desire to end fof 
quarrel with them, even upon terms which a little 
earlier It would have been considered an insult for 
he rebels themselves to have proposed. Hence the 

.t'°srz v'f '’'8“ ■“ -ppS" 

ecemoer 1/77. The ob|ect of these iirsr rnm^rc 

was to avert while yet there was time, any 
treaty with the House of Bourbon.” Their arrival 
did not interrupt the work, then going on of dr2? 
mg the three treaties. When the Treaty of Amity' 
and Commerce was formally announced, war arrainst 

couTrTfo of the 

procession of secret emissaries 
iept on Its way, ail the same, right upTt nh 

summer of 1770. The nhif^rt nr.."? ^ 

the alhVc! ^ ot^jea now was to sunder 

“ V- “ ‘"'Sht be left to fight alone- 
and to secure this, England was now wiHin^to 
t,rant any concessions, short of absolute and form-ii 
mdependenc^ which the colonists could dreaTol 
enjoying. Though the earlier of these apneais 
implied an assumption that the colonists were fools 
and the later ones that they were caitifL ve/nl: 

tharer“and^ came on 

andtheTtre^irffil^lTJLLffft^^ 

reailf^* contribute, by timir 

rej,ular apparition from time to time, a distincf strim 

of “ ‘f Juring. p„i,j 

Which h ah ,h„ 
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One would be glad to dismiss in like summary 
fashion two or three other persons who, during 
half the period, at least, of Franklin's service in 
France, made life interesting in a very different 
sense, Their claim to be more intimately re- 

membered, however, cannot be passed over 5 for 
to ■ ignore the degree in which they increased the 
difficulties of his position and his task would be 
to leave the account of his services, and of the 
merit implied in rendering them at all, vitally 
imperfect. It was a period in which his endurance, 
his seif-forgetting patience, was as magnanimous ■ 
and rare as his wisdom in counsel and in manage- 
ment was unmatched. The touchstone of one half 
of the greater qualities of Benjamin Franklin was 
the active-minded, small-brained, self-enamoured and 
evil-thinking Arthur Lee of Virginia. If that great 
colony gave to the Revolution its Complete Hero in 
George Washington, it gave also, in Arthur Lee, one 
whom it is' only not quire accurate to describe as ffie 
Complete Cretin or the Complete Cad of the Revolution. ■ 
He was not really a cretin, for he had plenty of 
intelligence of a trivial kind, . and a deplorable 
abundance of uncontrolled and misdirected reason- 
ing', power, Neither was he exactly what you 
would call a cad ; for besides belonging^ to a 
very good family, and having had an English 
Public School and University education, he was a 
fairly honest patriot of his shallow kind, and even 
wore a certain pseudo-elevation of style about him 
so constantly that the theatrical property ^ became 
the man. But he was fussy, as only a fool is fussy. 
He was vain, as only a being imperfectly developed, 
and therefore self-conscious and uneasy, can be v,am. 
He was, jealous, as only a man of acute narrow intelli- 
gence and restive conceit can be jealous* He had^ a 
mania for doing, and for meddling, and for modify- 
ing* Above all, he had a mania for suspecting, 
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Avhenever anything was being doiie^ or was not being 
done, for reasons of which he was not advised, or: in 
a way of which he did not approve# The fact that 
the thing was being done by somebody else, or that 
the way was somebody eise^s way, was a sufficient 
reason why Arthur Lee should first disapprove j and 
then suspect-, and then hint., his siispicion.s., of that 
person; and finally reach the stage of boldly slander- 
ing him with perfect honesty, and conviction, and an 
abundance of avouched lies. Thanks to this happy 
disposition and a complete lack of scruple in indulg- 
ing it— thanks, also, to the fact that he was personally 
unknown in America, and at the same time was 
covered by the great respect in which his powerful 
and patriotic family was held there — he was able 
for years to run a career of misdiief-making, ■ a.nd of 
petty infamy ■' at a high plane of thiiigs., , ; llie;: 
disturbance he-. WTought/^ says Mr Morse,, ^ was 
great enough to constitute an' importa,nt element 
in history. . . ... He buzzed about Europe like an. 
angry hornet, thrusting his venomous sting into. 
evWy respectable and useful servant of his country, 
and ■ irritating exceedingly the, foreigners whom "it 
■was of the first i.m,porcance to conciliate.” An,otliei*' 
American writer describes him as having caused to 
his felloW“Com'mi,ssio,ners, first and last, “ about as 
much trouble as did the backwardness of the French 
ministry, the zeal of the British cruisers, the laxity 
of the over-pressed Congress, and the low state of 
American credit, all put together.” The same \vriter 
adds that His was one of those characters which, 
though probably reasonable enough to^ their pos- 
sessors, seem to others to be almost miraciiloiis in. 
their littleness and meanness.” The which 

a pushing, punctilious, fussy, pragmatic, maiidarinic 
idiot like this must immediately conceive on finding 
himself in the smallest degree overlooked in any 
transactions, or consultations, or social attentions 
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wlikh, miglit be going forward,, was pretty sore to 
come speedily into constant ■ play, when he fotnid 
himself placed beside such, an .overshadowing coL 
league .as, Dr Frankiin,. among such a people as,, the 
French. Nevertheless, Franklin- was not the chief 
mark ,. of . his malice during .’Seven ty-S,even :. .Silas 
Deane occupied his thoughts and his pen, at that 
time. But when he had accomplished the destruc- 
tion of that victim (who was recalled at the beginning 
of the following year, to be treated by Congress with 
an injustice which practically unsettled his wits, and 
caused him to abjure his country), then Arthur Lee 
permitted his mind to settle upon Franklin. .It was 
very bad for his mind. For the task of subverting 
such a man was a long task, and the elFort was, in 
effect, futile ; so that what with the glooms of 
disappointment, and an almost hysterical ■ exacerba- 
tion of animosity, which the long obsession had 
created, Arthur Lee makes his exit from .Europe 
' in.'-the. ■co.ndition. of a- quite.- ■p.resentable and well- 
' dre,.ssed\ monomaniac, ■ but ' a. ■-monomaniac .all the 
same.... But in -the,. interval- he... was , .a.ble..., to,.., do , a 
'wast a.moiint, of mischief, -and;, to.- 'create ,aii, , at.mo- 
sphere .of anxiety '.and uncertainty,..- an ^atmosphere 
of' .conflict -and cabal,, in ..the midst -.of which 
Franklin : had' to keep . his .patience, and .serve, his, ' 
' co'untry .-as best he could. -His country .in : the 
m.e'anwhile,. as he was .perfectly, aware, .-was - well 
on, the ,w.ay, at any moment,- to treat him, -as 
.unjustly as it had treated the luckless Deane j so 
consistently, and continuously, did the wretched 
Lee send his official packets full of iosinuation, 
and his private letters full, of lies, across the 
Atlantic. For Lee could , command' _ a powerful 
interest there ; and for his - policy of thwarting and' 
stinging and teasing, he had .the support i,n Paris 
of his brother, William Lee, and his me-lodrama.tic 
crony, Ralph Izard, both members o-f legation.,, , 
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Such men are^ ' in the literal sense of a ¥a!u- 
able and misused phrase, not worth a damn, so 
we need not damn them. But the attention 
would not be altogether wasted on a iiiiich better 
man, Mr John Adams. That is a name for which 
Americans have a respect, but which .it . is per- 
mitted to a British person who is, ao^yhow, more 
interested in Franklin, to regard with some dis,like 
and contempt. A perception of the good points 
of Mr Adam.s lessens the dislike, but rather 
increases the contempt: .for such .a man , ought , to 
have known better. At any rate, when John, Adams 
— the strong and honest John Adaais, , second .Presi- 
dent of the United States—came to Paris in, the 
spring of 1778, taking the place of .Deane, he 
fairly threw himself into the arms of the Lee 
coterie, and, without directly countenaocing' the 
e.xtravagancies of Lee himself, yet took up an 
attitude of ili-disposition towards Franklin, which 
was, \ an invaluable support to those weak-iiii.nded 
m.aicontents. For this unfortunate and dishonour- 
ing , attitude of Adams towards his great country- 
man, Lee .is -.largely , to . b,iame, since .he initiated 
his new colleague' to such e.fFect,, that 'it took 
Adams, working hard at the accounts and the 
general state of things, the better part of a year 'to 
unlearn what he had been taught, upon his arrival, in 
a few conversations or a short course of hiiits. But 
the bulk of the blame must fail directly on Adams 
himself, for the root of the evil was in his own 
nature. His vice was the vice of Arthur Lee, with a 
personal difference. Arthur Lee was suspicious and 
also jealous 5 John Adams w^as jealous, morbidly 
jealous, and only rarely, and , as , a .consequence, 
suspicious. He was jealous of the greatness, the 
importance, of other men. On that account he 
was jealous of Washington, of Hamilton, and of 
Franklin I and years after all three were dead he 
202 ■ 



HIS LATER LIFE 


would become almost furious at- the mention of their 
nameSj or at the citation of an opinion of theirs ^ 
though it were in his own praise. Of course , he did 
not arrive at that stage in a day ; but even for the 
John Adams of 17785 France was not the proper 
placej nor Franklin — the illustrious Dr Franklin ! 
— the most fortunate colleague. Not to linger over 
the matter, let me merely say that this covert ill-will 
of AdamSj as yet not very definite nor very heartyj^ 

^ That came later ; but as I shall not be able to find room in the 
text for the train of minor events out of which Mr Adams’s more 
confirmed animosity arose, 1 may refer to the matter here. 

Upon the Joint Commission being dissolved, Adams returned to 
America in the spring of 1779. Butby next February he was back 
in Europe, having been sent thither by Congress, somewhat pre- 
maturely, in the capacity of a Peace Commissioner. De Vergennes, 
who had not much liking for Mr Adams, yet wished to make the 
best of him, and showed him a great deal of civility upon his re- 
turn, and invited him to communicate from time to time. Very 
pleased with himself thereat was Mr Adams ; and being pleased, 
became fatuous, and went headlong. That is, he fell into a way 
of communicating his views, generally on affairs that were not 
within ,'his province, in very long letters to de Vergennes, too 
often, and, for insufficient reasons. , He argued with this great 
man of affairs about things that did not matter; and upon things 
that did matter, but which were no business of his, he presented 
his views in epistolary treatises which ,displayed a vast deal of 
intelligence and an astonishing want of sense. The remorseless 
correctness of M,r Adams’s logic did not i,nspire so much confidence 
as the absence of tact and almost of courtesy created disgust in 
the mind of a French diplomatist. He was not only rude — for 
the amiable expressions of the king himself, as reported by de 
Vergennes, could not escape the schoolmasterly corrections and 
settings right of this soperfiuous and precise self-constituted 
colleague of the Foreign Office — but he was tiresome intolerab,ly I 
At le„ngth there came a rupture, and de Vergennes remi,nded him 
that, after all, Dr Franklin was the only person with whom This 
Court need discuss the matters in question. He also appealed to 
Franklin for a disclaimer, on the part of Congress, of a certain 
policy (with regard to the redemption of the depreciated American 
paper currency) which had an appearance of being unjust to 
French .merchants and others, but whic,h Adams had gone out of 
hi.s way to champion, and explain, much in the manner of a 
schoolmaster driving knowledge into an unwilling head. Finally 
he (de Vergennes) sent the, whole correspondence to Franklin, 
and required him to transmit it to Congress. Here is an example 
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: and the ceaseless, plotting, bitter hostility of the 

mkrocephalic Lee, united in contributing additional 
aspects of hardship, anxiety, and almost of thankless- 
ness to that noble task — of helping his country to 
come prosperously through her struggle for Inde- 
pendence — to which Franklin had devoted the 

time by so-called colleagues. It was serious beyond words. In 
■ dealing with this particular instance, as with others, it has been 
acknowledged (by all the world save ,Aclam,s and the sons of 
Adams) that Franklin showed the greatest wisdom, moderation, 
generosity, ' tact. Any other man would have taken up a' high 
position, not without cause, about the gratuitousness, the meddie- 
"h Komeness of ail this mischief-making. But not by a syilabie^did 

Franklin remind Adams that he had been wandering out of his 
province; and he gently suggested a way, as though Adam.s were 
a colleague who had blundered a iittle, by which he could easily 
make matters right. But Adams, for good and evil, was not of 
the compromising, hexible .kind. He did .not want that matters 
should be pot right., but that he should be defended, justified, 
vindicated, ■ at whatever cost to the general system o,f t.hings,, 
including his- country.- ■ So his. '-only reply was a -s.hQrt .note, to 
Franklin, saying that ■ he -also', .had .sent the correspondence . to 
y:- . .Congress.' 

From this time dates that animosity against Franklin which 
'' was a quenchless, though quiet and smouldering lire in the breast 

/ of John Adams as long as he lived, a fire wbJch it has become a 

doty of piety in his successors to keep alive. They have had a 
fortunate degree of success. Franklin’s family may be said, for 
C historical purposes, to have died with him, his only descendants 

' being by the female line ; whereas the ** House of Adams ” is one 

of the acknowledged institutions of America, both in politics and 
‘I literature. It is very conscious of Itself, aiul perhaps dreams of a 

destiny. No minutest particular regurdiog it is allowed to perish, 
it has a hre*p roof building for Its archives, as though it were 
the House of Hapsburg. Its infiuence, travelling underground, 
;/ reappears in strange places. In the Cambridge History of the 

United States,” for msteiice, there Is a paswge about Franklin- 
absurd, and to my mind disgraceful in a work of that importarice 

.V’ which says that, The whole tenor of his life slioxrs him to 

have been a man of no delicate sense of honour/' and that ‘Ha 



what he believed to be a good cause he could be imscrupulous In 
his choke of means.’* I am not copr.-nied here to examine or 
refute this. I only say that the writer fMr Do^de. is better 
acquainted with the work of John Adams than with the ciiaracter 
or mm the career of Benjamin Franklin ; and that in writing the 
above TOrds he was influenced by an unconscious recollection— 
almost resulting in verbatim quotation— of a particularly ^mak- 
vokat and absurd passage in the Life of John Adams, by liis son. 
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remaifiiog. years and energies' of a life already so ^ full 
of works j and service^: and' praise^'and the rig lit to 
rest. , 'In the story of what he had to, endure from 
these ..causes during , a course of years—years in 
•which he ' was doing such great things for : Ms 
country— there , would, be something pathetic were 
there not something magnificent andatrong.' The 
patience which he had with those 'people, his self- 
effacing endurance, his determination not even to 
recognise the evil ' intention or the unfriendly act' by 
defending himself, until the Independence of America 
was achieved — these are a measure of the moral 
reserves of wisdom and justice and strength within 
that rich and profound nature. Be it added that' the 
importance, at least, of seeing that his services were 
not lost to his country, or rendered ineifective, was 
finally recognised by Congress at the beginning of 
1779, when, it sent Lafayette to France with a paper 
aii,nuiling\ the existing Commission, -and' appointing 
Franklin, .sole .Ministe.r-Plenipotentiary to the French 
•Court. A't .the end of-' that.' year- .it took a still 
Strongerstep, by commanding Lee and his associates^ 
— w'ho had lingered on in Paris, ■do.ing- more mischief 
.than ever, as being more desperate with rage — -to 
return to the States. ■ Once they arrived. therCj 
family interest was strong enough to secure for them 
not -only immunity but reward, and- to enable them 
to- exercise their animosity, if - not - to-, achieve - their 
veng-eaiice, ' upon the name of Franklin' for. -many 
years. - 

It is time now to say something ■ about what was, 
from first to last, ' the chief subject of Fran,kliMs 
labours in Europe, and the special sphere of his vic- 
tories : the 'Financing of the- Revolution. That is a 

i an.d. Izard. . John 'Adam-s- had -retiir-0:ed to the 

States early in the year, upon the.,,. joint- Commission bei.ng can- 
celled. He had eve'n expressed an emphatic approYal- 0'£ .that 
masterly stroke,’^ as he called it. . 
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subject which would require for its proper setting 
forth, merely io a historical and descriptive way, an 
article fully as long as this memoir. Only a page 
or two are here available in which to indicate briefly 
some of the causes and the conditions of his task, 
and the way in which he achieved it« 

When the Colonists decided to accept the alter- 
native of a war with England rather chan recede 
from their claims to essential autonomy, they esti- 
mated very imperfectly the vast reserves of power 
at the disposal of a great and organised Kingdom. 
Still less did they estimate fully the effect which 
their own want of organisation was likely to have 
in keeping them weak, in spite of vitality and a 
stubborn purpose to be free. Of course they 
entered upon the war with scarce a vestige of that 
material provision which is a primary requisite, a 
condition taken for granted, whenever civilised 
peoples enter upon the long and exhausting labour 
of murdering each other in masses large enough to 
xover a field or fill a landscape. But this want of 
material provision was a small thing compared to the 
want of means of remedying the defect, the want of 
means of mobilising the resources of the country to 
that good end : in other words, the , want of a 
Government. Whatever the improvised body called 
Congress might be, it was not in. those days a 
• Government; and .in its va.ried. Jack of organic 
powers,, the most vital' deficiency was the lack of 
power to raise a revenue. Of, three makeshifts ia 
lieu, of that power which were within its fiio.c.tioii., 
one . served ■ .for . a time, and served disastrously. 
The seco.nd served' all the time, but not well enough 
to ensure success .or^ to keep disaster at a yearns 
distance. If the third, and the least likely of all, 
served, iocomparably well, and to victorious effect, 
that was because, this expedient was entrusted to a 
man in whose haEd.s an oaten straw became as strong 
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as a quarter-staff in those of others^ and to whom 
the otter desperation of things was but a casual 
difficulty to be removed by thought and patience. 
The expedient was that of borrowing money upon 
the sole credit of a young nation fighting for exist- 
ence against the greatest power in' the world. 

Naturally the attempt to do anything so difficult 
did not occupy a prominent place in the plans of 
Congress at ffi-st. Danger and need compelled 
recourse to it. But the attempt having once or 
twice succeeded beyond expectation, though not 
beyond demand, the lesson of experience was sagely 
remembered and confidently put to use. To borrow 
money abroad at intervals, and at intervals that grew 
shorter and shorter, soon became a main part of the 
budget of such substitute for a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer as the inchoate Government of the 
United States then possessed. Which means that 
that Government depended more and more upon 
Franklin to keep it, and the whole system of things 
to which^ it belonged, in existence. It was his 
business to maintain the struggle for Independence 
by his great labours at this side of the world as 
truly as it was Washington’s at that. And for the 
upholding of the cause in Europe his services were 
as great, his qualities as perfect, his trials as constant 
and more severe, his personality as indispensable to 
the saving of the situation from day to day, and the 
achievement of a crowning success in ■ the end, as 
those of Washington in America. The story of the 
financing of the Revolution by the one is indeed the 
necessary counterpart of the story, more obviously 
epic, of the captaining of its armies, by the other; 
and of the two, this is not the less heroic. The 
greater difficulty of making this story interesting to 
readers does' not affect us here, where obvious lack 
of space, and the scheme of this article, preclude the 
effort to try. A word ■ or two only must be said of 
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the two main forms which those ceaseless demands 
for money and ■■ aid^ the burden of his days and 
nights during seven, years, were wont to take. 

The first was, a demand for loans, usually in 
impossible amounts. An effective borrowing power 
was one of the advantages immediately accriiin.g. to 
Congress from Franklin’s presence in Europe ; and 
as soon as the fact was perceived, it was taken into 
account for all, and if possible for more than ail, it 
was worth. First and last, it was worth an additioiiai 
annual revenue, without which, under the existing 
condition of semi-organisation and the essential separa- 
* rlsm of the States, the flag could not have been kept 
ilyiog at all. And it was Franklin, and Franklin 
alone, who could find that revenue 5, for no other 
American had a grain of personal weight or influence 
with those whom it was necessary to dea,! wdth for 
these occasions, and who had to be induced to ina.ke 
efforts that were often extremely difficult, with the 
best will in the 'world to oblige. A stage was soon 
, reached,, and it was reached again too often, when 
he found it even difficult to set out upon the errand 
enjoined him : the demand would be so impracticably 
large, or (more often) would come so iiiiconscionably 
quick upon the heels of the granting of one which 
had been a difficult business, but which (he had told 
himself and others) would be the last for many 
months. This was what he called an after-clap ’’ ; 
and indeed his life was passed in a kind of sporadic 
thunderstorm of such claps and after-claps in those 
years. The other guise in which the demands upon 
his inffuence came may rather be compared to a snow- 
storm. Congress soon got into a way of taking his 
success for granted, and would draw upon him freely 
on the strength of a loan "which had yet to be 
negotiated. Perhaps the first mention of the said 
loan, and a shower of bills for the absorption 
thereof, would reach him by the same post or the 


298 



- 'HIS.LATER:;'^ 

same packet 'Still' worse, it got into -a way of 
drawing lipoii Mni' for 'great total amonots, in^ a 
bewildering iiiiiltkiide of bills of all denominations, 
without any reference to a- .given- loan,, and with 
but a bare .general intimation that it was doing so, 
or had done so ; and sometimes without even that* 
Whatever transaction Congress- engaged in that 
had its reference and effect in Europe, that effect 
was a burden thrown upon Franklin. ' If it sent 
other patriots thither on financial missions,’^ the 
result was only that Franklin had to keep those' 
missionaries alive, besides taking up, ^‘^for the 
honour of Congress/’ the bills which Congress' 
had drawn' upon them. Not one of them could 
ever raise a shilling. And he himself had prac- 
tically but one resource: his influence, essentially 
a personal and individual influence, with the French 
ministry. Congress seems to have imagined it was im- 
possible’ to exhaust that- resource, or had no reluct- 
arice to 'abuse that Influence.-^' Franklin both feared 
the one — a fear entirely for his 'country’s sake — and 
had, in regard to the .- other, . ■scruples that ■ are' nobly 
to; his credit. But, his patriotism., -his, one duty ^ of 
leaving' no effort unmade -when- his ■ country required 
him, had always the ■ last word, and bade him go 
■fortli once ' more. And ff -he went often when 
the circumstances were such that he -felt, and felt 
with '■ unselfish resentment,, that' the ' dignity of 
America was being made -questionable in the eyes of 
strangers, and his own opinion of Congress was for 
the moment, at least, anything but high— yet he 
went: and he never went in -vain. The- fact that 
he had, ' in "many cases, --to ask for ■ what he him- 
self felt to be unreasonable and .knew to be difficult 
—this Was one 'of the -circumstances which made 
his service' so har'd,. But there "were more such 

^ More, accurately, the deTil drove, and it could not help itself.;, 
though folk' ill Europe did not quite see that, not even .Frankli'-n, 
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circumstances — moral circumstances, material cir- 
cumstances — than it is even possible to glance at 
here. He. had no help, not even sufficient clerical 
help, and he had powerful plotting enemies, this 
one man whose call and mission it was to keep 
the credit of his country among the nations of 
the world, to provide for ' all her manifold pur- 
poses and outlays in Europe, and even, in large 
part, for the effective maintenance of the war of 
liberation within her borders. What it cost hi,ni, 
in mental and moral wear and tear, to have 
rendered these services, we cannot estimate, but 
we may say with confidence that it was more 
than any other man then living in the world had 
it in him to have paid. 

At least it was not paid in vain : and the greatest 
effort, perhaps, which he ever put forth is memor- 
ably associated with Washingtoff s filial campaign of 
triu,mph. The gravity with which all men in America, 
and chiefly Washington, looked for 'ward to the cam- 
paign of 1781 is matter of history; so is the resolu- 
tion of England to end the rebellion that year. It 
was then, that Congress wrote to Franklin with such 
iirgemcy as it had seldo.m used. It was tlieii that 
,Washing,ton himself wrote to Franklin, virtually 
s.ayiog ' that it now ■ lay with him, away there in 
Passy, to save his country, if she was to be sa'ved 
at all. And it was then that Franklin, who was 
at that hour- at the utter end of all eflo-rt, not 
sheerly miraculous, made one effort more : and 
pleading in this direction, and pressing in that, 
and making advantage for his country in all, 
accumulated a more generous subsidy of money 
and aids for the imperilled cause than ever before. 
With this ^dtai reinforcement the campaign of 
1781— marked beyond all others by energy, dash 
and brilliance, not less than by victory— began. 
It closed, for all the purposes of history, when 
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Lord Cornwallis capitulated at Yorktown on the 
iptli of October. And then,, though Franklin^s 
labours were not at an end, at least his work was 
achieved : for the Independence of America 'was 
won beyond recall. 

If his finandai troubles were not yet over, that 
was because it was still to be proved that Yorktown 
was really the End, The war against the European 
allies was prosecuted for some months longer, and 
operations would even have been resumed in America, 
could King George have had' his way. But the 
country was determined to support him no further 
in a folly that had brought so many losses and so 
much disgrace, and this feeling was voiced by 
Parliament in such terms as even he could not dis- 
regard. On the^coth of March 1782, Lord NortiYs 
Administration (so-called) fell ; which means that 
the king was compelled to dismiss his sorely-tried 
favourites and to resign the government of the 
country into the hands of statesmen. The men 
whO' were now called to power, and who really 
had a commission from the country to end the war, 
were ail old-time friends to Franklin and to the 
American cause : Rockingham, Shelburne, Conway, 
Burke, Dunning, Howe, to say nothing of Charles 
James Fox, who had visited Franklin at Passy. . A 
friendly letter from Franklin to Shelburne on 
March 22, deftly set a-going what two hemispheres 
were anxiously expecting — the Negotiations for 
Peace. And vastly interesting Negotiations they pre- 
sently proved. All the circumstances which go to 
make the secret history of great treaties and great 
diplomatic congresses so ravishing were here present 
in a very high degree, but lean only call attention to 
one fact that made for complexity and had its moral 
consequences. America belonged to that Northern 
department,” of the foreign world over which Lord 
Shelburne, as it happened, exercised official^ cog- 
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nisaace : wnereas trance belonged to the “ Southern 
department,” and here Mr Fox was the presiding 
genins. Consequently, the envoy who should treat 
with Franklin was appointed by Shelburne, and was 
answerable to him alone ; while he who should treat 
with'de Vergennes was one who came and went at 
the bidding of Mr Fox. The envoy of Shelburne 
was Ml Richard^ Oswald, a retired merchant, whose 
taient as a negotiator consisted in an absolute honesty 
and guilelessness which is only to be found in his 
(and my) dear country.^ In their earlier, tentative 
conferences, Franklin managed to negotiate in such 
a way as to make the question at issue concern, not 
the independence of America, which he took for 
granted, but how much England was prepared to 
surrender along with the Colonies. He was piavintr 
for Canada, Nova Scotia, and, in fine, for the residue 
of thus poor country’s possessions in North America : 
though _he was willing that she should keep the 
Islands.- And, by all appearance, he was playing a 
winning game, when the introcessiou of his partner 
spout h.is -hand.. The Peace Co.m mission consisted 
ot four members, of whom he alone was virtually 
‘^11 office’^ at this time. John Jay was in Madrid, 
Jonii Adams la Hollaodj^ and Henry Laurens a 
prisoner (or very lately a prisoner) in Eiutiand. 
hiidden ilhheaith caased Franklin to summon Jay 
to his assistance, who arrived at the end of |une 
Kow Jay was the most estimable American' of his 
generation and^ almost the most likeable, but lie was 
not a cosmopolite. He was apt to feel that foreigners 
^ 1 hough a London merchant, Oswald was a pure Scot He 

me Unitta States, which apparenth’' 
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were strange folkj aey how 5 ■ and now, with or with- 
out good' reason, he became possessed .by .a spirit of 
suspkio'ii so^ sincere that it would be easy to make 
fun of it» With or without information on the point, ■ 
he was convinced that when the diplomatists. ' of 
Europe met round a table, . no Americans 'being 
present, they would certainly arrange matters,' on 
terms of mutual accommodation, to the disadvantage 
of America. Seeing ulterior motives and sinister 
designs where Franklin saw nothing but . an 
ordinary effect of official conservatism, he "took, 
alarm at the term ^'Plantations or Colonies” in the 
formal comm,ission to treat which was given to 
Oswald early in July. Until these' fears were 
removed by the substitution of ''The United 
States,” business had to stand still. • Then, at the 
end of September, the time was gone by for asking. 
Canada, Nova Scotia, etc. And now enters John 
Adam'S, full of satisfaction with ' himself on. the 
score of some, successes- among the Dutch money- 
lenders, but .stili fuller of .a 'eertain secret resentment, 
the origin of which ' has been- referred to on the 
margin of a- former page. ■ Therefore he' now ex'- 
pressed his approval of Mr Jay^s noble conduct with 
aggressive emphasis ; an emphasis in which there 
speaks the humourless - pztvioty but still more .the 
provincial 5 and, more than either ' patriot or . pro- 
vincial, the bitter, wounded, vain man with' a 
rankling grudge, happy, to take .or' support any 
course which he knew to be contrary to the feel- 
ing and sense of his illustrious colleague. John Jay 
next renewed his proposal that they should not com- 
municate with,, the .French ministry regarding the pro- 
gress of their negotiations with Eng land': : and' John' 
Adams impres-sively approved.: The commission was 
instructed by Co.ngress to ' do nothing without the 
knowledge and co.ii'Curre'nce of their generous ally:;.. ' 
but these two. now .-said, they would "break": that :.. 
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instruction without a scruple. This placed Franklin 
in a difficult position, and whatever course he took 
he could hardly be in the right. But he saw that 
the greater evil would be to place himself in conflict 
with his colleagues just then. The juncture was 
critical. Ministerial changes in England were antici- 
pated which might quash the peace'negotiations even 
yet and reopen the war. In the interests of all it 
was desirable that not an hour should be wasted in 
conflict or friction of any sort. He therefore gave 
in, without further protest, to the will of'^the 
majority. 

This was in October, and matters now went on 
apace. Waiving details, there were three qucMions 
of outstanding difficulty ; questions upon which each 
party was either very sure of its right, or <weptly 
interested in asserting one. The .first, second and 
third of these were disputed on behalf of the States 
with good effect by Jay, Adams, and Franklin 
respectively. Jay upheld manfully the right of the 
States to expand westward, in defianc^ of some 
restrictive Spanish claims which England was in- 
clined to favour. Adams vindicated"’ the claim of 
the States to share in the Newfoundland fisheries 
— not as a liberty granted by men or treaties, but 
as_ a right belonging to them from the creation of 

things in a fine burst of angry elociuence in which 

we have, for the only time in Europe, I think, "a 
glimpse of the better John Adams. ' But the third 
question was the one that, from the very beginning 
of the negotiations, had been found most intractable. 

It had often been taken up, and been often put aside 
again. Up to the last moment it appeared that upon 
this question the treaty would be wrecked, even 
within sight of signature. It wms the question of 
compensation to the Loyalists, or those Americans 
who had decided to stand by their king rather than 
their country when the sundering hour had come in 
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^7,6* If anything. , could exceed the opposition' to 
such a claim-" by. American "feeling ■ and American 
opinion^ it .was the stress laid upon maintaining it 
.by the .English government, and 'people. When 
they .had lost, so muchy and saved so little' honour, 
they were not going to forsake their friends in the 
act of settlement. It was an honest -feeling, though 
the thought involved in it had certainly been sub- 
mitted to insufficient analysis. The reasons ' for a 
very different feeling towards those unfortunates 
on the part of their countrymen will readily 
occur to the reader. No man in America was 
more convinced than Franklin that the Loyalists 
(or Royalists, as he called them) ought to accept the 
€0!isec]uences of having warred unprosperously 
agai.nst their own land and its liberties. . He was 
none the less io'flexible in that opinion becau.se his 
-O'Wii :Son, William Franklin, the late . governor - of 
.New. .J.ersey, ■ was among those Royalists .and 
nO'W'. -..living - as a refugee, in England.- . When . the 
..q.'ue^tio-n /.was. brought ..up ■again. ,at ''the end' .of 
Nove.m..ber, ' the English . commissioners, (there, were. 
^.n,ow.;".tii:.ree) .' made a heroic . attempt to carry, their 
point: and it appeared that if they should not 
.succeed, there , must be a ' .deadlock' to'- .the whole 
process of peace-maki'ngl . It was. then that Franklin 
quietly drew from, his pocket a. piece -of paper stating 
an unexpected counter-claim, so cogent, and of such 
a kind, that, rather . than face it or' dispute it, the 
Englisli commissioners gave up their' point at once, 
and also conceded, without further deb.ate, the other 
American ci.ai.ms that were still under consideration, ' 
All the many difficulties were gone- like-. a. dream. 
On the . day (November' 30, -1782) .following this. '■ 
'' masterly .stroke,” the prelim'ina-ry treaty was 
sealed, signed, and . delivered. . 

So far good. But. to Franklin now fell the not very 
a<y:eeable duty of annoimcing. this happy consumma- 
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tion.' to, de Vergenoes : of telling him,, namely/ that, 
,his American allies had carried - their oegotiatioiis' to- ' 
,a conclusion without once coiiimunicating, with him, 
and had' settled all questions between. themsel¥es 
and England without even the se.mbiaiice of a respect 
for the interests of France. .The fact that this.' was 
but a' preliminary treaty, and that it definitely coii- 
-ciuded nothing, did not lessen the extreme peculiarity, 
to employ a mild .phrase, of the course taken by the 
American commissioners. But it .■ e.nabied Frankii,a 
to offer, for what he acknowledged to have been a 
lack of Menseafiee ^ " ao ostensib,l0 excuse or extenua- 
tion, which de Vergenoes made a virtue of accept- 
ing. He d,ivined, however, that his old friend had 
a better excuse wnich he was bound .in .honour not 
to plead, and- that, his .own , disposition ."had 'been " 
overborne by his colleagues. Regarding them, he 
said a little later, Ihey do not pretend to recognise 
the rules of courtesy towards os which was a 
little hard on Jay, though oo injustice to Adams« 
-At any.: rate p-eac-e was secured, a'nd-by this .se-crecjr 
and celerity was snatched, apparently /from compli- 
... cations and perils., that would soon -have sub'verted 
the labours of all the peacemakers^- The definitive 

^ ^ 1 Fof n must be added that in so profoundly distriistin^J*' the -- 
intentions of the other xAllles towards America at the last stiige of 
ti’JS'li d<l\ It!.. coTnnion|-. Jny wss ficsinfiij' Kiorc!' wisely 

than lie knew, or eke was possessed of defijute knowlecl*->-e which 
he did not Impart to either of his colk«a;nies, certainly not to 
both of them. ^ i am not aware that the htter supposition has 
ever been proved, and i think it h mliktdj. He seems to have 
been inflnenced by a certain intercepted documient, which was 
also known to Franklin, but which was not siilBckiit to shake 
Fraiikim s confidence in the good faith of his friends. Neverthe- 
less, tile more recent opening of the ardsires has slioivn that 
when Spain became a party to the Alliance in 1779, the price of 
that accession of strength was a Sftrei between France and 

Spain, containing articles which were likely to have o-rtatly 
prejudiced the interests of America when It came to settlm«* the 
terms of peace* 

^dded, to avert misconception on the part 
ot hnglmh readers who do not know their men, tlm though 
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Treaty of ■ Peace which was -signed aboot . a . year, 
later .(September 3, 1783) was; virtually ideiiticai,, 
as ..far '.as. conce.roed America,, with ■■ this .preliminary 
treaty,, negotiated so ably . by ' Jay,.'' ■ Adams,, and. 
Frankiin' in which, to the astonishment- of allthe 
world- and . the disg-u'st of a large part, of 'it, the 
Americans got everything and gave nothing. 

Franklin was kept long enough in France to be a 
signatory to the definitive treaty, though he':. had 
asked leave to return to America shortly after the 
preliminary treaty was achieved. Congress ignored 
his request, which was too reasonable a one for it to 
acknowledge and yet refuse. After the signing of 
the definitive treaty, he again urged his desire to be 
released. Still no notice was taken, save that in 
August 1784 Jefferson was sent over to assist him 
in transacting the ^‘'commercial business” of the 
Republic : which business consisted in arranging 
co,mmerciar treaties with- 'various ancient. European 
kingdoms. Finally, in March 1785, Congress passed 
a resolution permitting the lionourable Benjamin 
.Franklin -to., return to: America'as soon as -convenient.”' 
Regarding the interval covered by those dates, I can 
only say that it was filled with public services, not 
more dignified, but less uneasy, than those of previous 
years...'; and with the enjoyment -of an official -status 
and esteem? and-, .an enthusiastic .social respect and 
liking, that are unparalleled in the history of legations, 
if not of men. So when leave to return v/as at last 
granted, and. the venerable old man. set out .from- 
Passy upon his homeward journey one day in -.July, 

Franklin could not share Jay’s suspicions against those whom Ju 
had every reason to trust and feel grateful to, this difference did 
not., indicate, nor create, any the smallest personal antagonism 
betwee.n th-e .two isie.n. Jay was not -an -Arthur Lee nor a Joh-n 
Adams— the only personal enemies Franklin ever had, and both 
of them monoman.iacs of. vanity— -but cherished -for Franklin, rlieii 
and to., the- end of his life, a.n- affection- and- .a noble- reverence, 
which were equally an iionour to both good men. 
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it was, says Jefferson, “as if the village had lost its 
patriarch : ” and the slow progress of his party 
towards the coast was marked by a series of ovations. 
It was indeed a sort of royal progress in other 
senses ; for upon it becoming known that the state 
of his health would ill stand “the joltings of a lon^ 
carriage journey, one of the Queen’s litters was 
placed at his service. He carried with him also, 
besides written memorials of the approval and respect 
with which the court regarded his whole conduct 
while in France, a portrait of the King framed in 
tour hundred and eight diamonds. From Havre he 
crossed to Southampton, to meet the ship that was 
appointed by Congress to bring him home. Every- 
thing, including the courtesies extended to him by 
the British government, went to make those few 
days on English soil a kind of moral Easter, a 
resurrection time of kinder feelings, if not of the 
old _endearment. Here the old associates within 
possible reach rallied to him. Here he had a re- 
union and a sufficient reconciliation with his royalist 
son. And here, especially, he had three days of 
happy conimuD ion with his dearest English friends^ 
the good Bishop of St Asaph aiid.liis hiiiiily : wlio^ 
not to lose an hour of his company till he sailed,! 
Game^and took up their quarters at his ion. ^ When 
the, time camej they saw him aboard 5 and on the 
night or July. 27- the good ship put to sea~liome* 

, ward boumi 

On September 15 she arrived in the Delaware, 
opposite Phjladelphia. And behold, upon the shore! 
a vast multitude of people, filling the air with their 
jiuz'zas and thrice-“WelcoiTies !• 


Again he had appeared jusr where and when he 
was needed. That was a fateful period in American 
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history, and we cannot doubt that a perception of 
the new dangers and the new needs of his country 
was among the things that had made him most 
eager to be home. The first effect of the cessation 
ot war liad been to reveal the imminence of anarchy, 
an all the evils due to an economic derangement, 
a social unsettlement, and a political inchoateness 
or invalidity, such as no country ever ‘displayed on 
the morrow of its entry among the great nations 
ot the earth. In the language of physiology, one 
may say that the United States was born non-viable 
according to all the accepted signs or criteria : and 
some who had viewed its birth as a hateful portent, 
now expected its timely decease as the rectification 
or an error of nature. There were many in 
America whose eyes strained seaward toward the 
liome-coming Franklin as toward the one man whose 
coming would yet save the country : Americans, 
just like the English Government in 1782, ‘''ex- 
acted everything from the comprehensive mind of 
Ur Fiankliii. So, whatever he was coming home 
to do, it was apparently not to rest; for it seemed 
that , his countrymen would never ■ recognise that he 
was an old man so long as he was a living one. 
Mis own Pennsylvania made the first demand upon 
him, as^ having the first claim; as having, also, her 
own crisis as a commonwealth to weather, a crisis 
which was viewed with concern by ail the other 
States. In the month following his arrival he was 
elected to the Legislative Council of Pennsyl- 
vania, and then made President of the State by an 
all but unanimous vote: his own vote being the 
only one cast against him. So it was in the follow- 
ing year, and so also in the third year; at the end 
of which term, the law forbidding a fourth election 
of the same president permitted him to make his 
escape from office. During that time he did much 
to consolidate the political situation, and to improve 
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the social feeling -and- outlook in Pennsylvania™ A, 
peculiar care- for public instruction ■ still possessed 
Jiiiiij, ' and lie was now able ^ .to carry oiit . a long-, 
cherished- scheme of hiSj, in the founding and 
maugurating of a . college for the education of 
young Germans .5 an enormous, part of the whole 
population .of.. Pennsylvania— at one- time about a 
third — being of that nationality. 

During one of these years, however, he rendered 
more important services upon a greater plane of 
things. . A Co.nveotion of Delegates from all the 
States was" appointed in 1787, and began its- sittings 
on the 25th of May.^ Its m.aiidate was to frame 
a Constitution, in. which the ■couo.t.ry might know 
itself, and by which the IJa.ioE might live. Despite 
his. age and ^physical infi,rmities — for lie was now 
in his eighty-second year, a.nd.. racked by those two 
most agonising .. of ailments, sto-iie and acute gout 
.—it w'as felt -.to be needfol that Frankiiii, not less 
than, Washingt-on, should be of that body. A.nd 
it is doing no injustice, even to Washington, to 
say that the man in all that assembly whose 
presence could least have been spared was Fra.oldia. 
Of t.h.e character of the Convention and the h.isto:ry 
■of' its momentous iabo-urs I can have few words 
'.. to . say .here. ■ As -.to .the '.first, however, it is to be 
noted that, apart from the strife of interests as 
between State and State, the Convention was 
marked by a line of cleavage, then appearing for the 
first time and never afterwards obliterated or closed, 
but running through all American history. On 
the one side was the Strong-government or Federal 
party, headed by Hamilton, and syir.patiiised with 
by Washington. On the other side was that party, 
associated with the name of Jefferson, but of which 
Franklffl was really the moral father and founder: 
the party of those whose more anxious care was to 
give ail possible scope to the principle of local 
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';and to, safeguard ■ the ■■ fact of ■popular 
freedG,iiid .Frankiia’S' voice was. a.! ways ia favour of 
the, more : generous provision, the ampler, liberty:,,,; 

; was always earnestly -opposed, to .whatever' might 
.tend ■ toy .make governmental oppression '.at ' so,me 
future time possible, and still more to whatever 
could have a tendency to depress the self-respect 
or inhibit the honest ambition of ' the poorest .man. 
Some of his finest utterances were in maintenance' 
of that plea ; and it is • a symptom of the noble 
feeling with which' Franklin was regarded by ■ the 
noblest men, that Hamilton would give his support 
to. F'ranklin’s recommendations, though they were 
essentially " moral criticisms of the policy which he' 
himself thought best for the country. ' Many times 
in the course of the four months^ labour of the 
Convention did Franklin’s wisdom and his humour, 
and still more that spirit of cheerfulness and good- 
will, and; that suggestion, which his every word 
somehow conveyed, of. a - common .purpo.se .animating 
'them.'.'.ali,..' '.alike, and making them.^ all -, friends and 
assistants of .each other in the . same quest- — many 'a 
tiiiie„d,id, this' rare and complex talent of Franklin’s 
.remove a. .difficiiity, or inspire .the' right temper ..in 
which to approach ,it. ■ Yet .there was one question 
upon which, it seemed, for all that .could be arg'iied. 
by ' the" ablest ' or urged by' the ■ best,' the Union 
must go to " pieces. ■ This was the question .of the' 
proportion in which the different. States, varying,,' 
so. vastly as they did in size, ■ . and , population 
and wealth and historical impo.rtance, , should be 
represented in the Legislature. " The small States, 
like New Jersey, claimed to ' count ' equally 

^ Called at first Republican, ■ a.nd at a -later .time Dem,oeratic. ' 
The two, terms are now oppo'sed,' the -latter designating ' the , 
school of Frankl'in a.nd Jefferson-, and -the former — a more Ancient 
Infiuence In lium,an'a,iral,rfi,' I suspect, ■ 
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with great ones, like Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
Round this question it was war utter and im- 
compromising : war to the death, or to the dis- 
ruption of the Union. For those who were in 
the right could not give way, and those»wlio were 
in the wrong would not. A way out was found in 
the end by Franklin, wF.o, not in one act, but by 
two approximations, developed, his plan for allaying 
the fears of the little States, lest they be overborne, 
and yet saving the larger ones from what would 
have become, had it been practicable at all, a tyraooy 
as impudent as it was unjust. The plan was to have 
two Houses, and give a proportional representation 
in the one and an equal representation in the other, 
and to divide or balance their fiioctions so as to 
secure just government for the whole. This, the 
central or the basic article in the Constitution of the 
United States, was a gift of Franklin to his country 
nut unworthy to rank with his earlier services. And 
when at last the draft Constitution was framed, and 
it was. time to put it to the House for acceptance in 
its entirety, that it .might then be submitted to the 
nation for approval, it was Franklin who carried it 
over its final perils by a speech of matchless wisdom, 
tolerance, and humour. His labours had, the only 
reward which a heart like his could desire. For 
though but two and a half years of life remained to 
him when the Convention finished its work in 
September 1787, he yet lived .long enough to see 
justified that confidence in the good-citizen qualities 
of his countrymen, and that faith in the great future 
of the nation, which he had held unwaveringly, and 
without an effort, in the midst of conditions and in 
spite of signs that had seemed to other men desperate. 

Yet even the termination of his rliird Presidentship 
of Pennsylvania in the autumn of 1788, if it ended 
liis officml career, did not end liis Diibiic services. 
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He still plied^ from time' to. rime, a pen that iDfliienced 
opimon, in. spite of anonymity, as no other could, 
home of the wisest and wittiest of his writings belong 
to the last two years of his life, so full of suffering as 
those years were. Most of that period was passed in. 
bed, and the intermissions of agonising pain were few 
; and brief 5 yet through all he kept at bay alike the 
dminess of old age and the peevishness of physical. 

^ distress. His last public act was to' forward, as 
President of ^ an ^Abolition Society, a memorial to 
Congress asking it to devise a means of removino- 
this inconsistency [the maintenance of negro slavery] 
from the ^character of the American peopled’ His 
last contribution to literature was a briljiant letter, 
signed Historicus,” in refutation of a pro-slavery 
speech. ill Congress. That was on March 23, 1700. 
irle was now bearing up, with patience though not ' 
With success, against a crushing combination of 
maladies. One day his breathing ceased altogether 
and he was thought to be dead. But he rallied, and 
at once resumed his cheerful and 'benevolent interest 
In all good causes and eiforts. On April 17 he 
passed into a state of coma, and died in the evening 
about ten, o’clock. ' ^ 

His own State honoured him with great obsequies ; 
and Congress voted that the usual badge of 
mouriiiiig be worn for a month.” It was not much. 
But it was all the recognition of Franklin’s un- 
equalled services which Congress had ever vouch- 
safed to make. The^ true scene of national mourn- 
iog for the death of Franklin was in France ; and 
..there, the most striking tributes, -both of affection 
and of intellectual commemoration by the greatest 
men, paid to his worth. ' Later generations of 
Americans have recognised with pain that the glories 
of til eii, He volution are a little ■i.mperfect because of 
an act of justice forgone, are a little dimmed to all 
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honest 'eyes 'by an appearance of ia,siifFicie!it grati- 
tude— even the costless gratifiide of a thank yoa, 
was , • begrudged — to such a servant^ citizen,. , and 
patriot as no other country ever had in the history 
of man. 
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THB DAYS OF PBEFABATIOK 

The life of Francis Baoon (1561-1626) covers the period 
of richest fulfilment in England of the Benascence spirit. 
Within the decade before his birth had been born 
Spenser, the poet who best expresses the positive moral 
and aesthetic ideals of the English Eenascence ; Hooker, 
whose fee spirit apprehended the best elements in the 
settlement of the English Church, and whose massive 
intellect took service under liis intense religious instinct 
to give a defined position, a coherent Justification, and 
a philosophical apology to that wise compromise between 
inherited faith, reforming zeal, and political exigency; 
and Sidney, poet and soldier, lover and philosopher, 
idealist and courtier, the very perfect gentle knight of 
the new chivahy. Two years after Mm w’^ere born 
Marlowe, in whose wild genius blazed into expression 
the Eenascence craving for utter emotional and intel- 
lectual freedom and fulfilment; and Shakespeare, in 
whom the fire of the new youth of the world brightened 
into the clearest flame of supreme genius. 

In this galaxy Bacon shines mth the duf light 
wMch he praised for the illumination of truth ; a cold 
star, lighting the way of intellectual process. Among 
the EMzabethans, Bacon stands second in intellectual 
power only to Shakespeare. His devotion to know- 
ledge, his sense that he was “ bom to serve mankind/* 
Ms optimism cancerning man’s ultimate government of 
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Natere, the iudepeadeiioe and vaster and massive 
power’ of Hs, intellect, Ms foresigM and insight as a 
stateman, the strength and beanty^of his style, ,now 
terse and epigrammatic, now dignified and 'flowing, 

'■ always lucid and vivid — all these compel admiration. 
,i But no man of comparable greatness offers less attrac- 
^tion to hero-worsMp. This is not merely heoaus© some 
of Bacon’s actions stand open to grave criticism, not 
because an extreme Judgment might condemn him as 
non-moral or immoral, llie gulf between Bacon’s 
intellectual position and the usual moral-sentimental 
Victorian position was indeed too great to be bridged ; 
but a generation trained in criticism of traditional moral 
standards by Nietzsche, or at least by Mr. Bernard 
Shaw, should understand Bacon’s character better 
and judge his actions more tolerantly than did most 
nineteenth century critics. Comprehension, however, 
brin^ no feeling warmer than admiration and pity, 
for Bacon himself stood aloof from warmer emotions. 
He used love and friendsMp, and hate and fear, and 
all personal emotions, as tools of the cold, governing 
mind. Personal ambition he knew, and the nobler 
ambitions of the scientist and statesman ; patriotism 
he felt, and the wider emotion that seeks the progress 
of all mankind; he was jealous of Ms rivals, he 
despised the little minds that baffled him, he was 
moderately grateful to those who helped Mm ; but he 
v^as never the servant of either the best or the worst 
thli^ feelinp. He cherished great ideals and served 
them devotedly, but he never sacrificed himself for 
'Am. 

But though Bacon’s life thus fails to make the intima te 
ptoohal apjpeal of the life of Sidney or Ealeigh, it is 
m its perfectly coherent revelation of a most 
personality,^ and its .climax moves the dramatic 
It ‘Is impossible to follow tMs story of .a 
betoyro" by its own wealm«s to the 
wit&ut feeing ite tragedy,, .and 


THE DAYS OF PREPABATION 9 

^ioliolas Bacon, waa Lord Keeper 
of the G:^t Seal. Bts mother was a daaghter o£ Sir 
Cook, tutor of Edward VI. Her silter married 
, Sir Williaiii Cecil, who' became Lord Biirghley in 1571 
and Lord IVeasurer in 1572. Francis was born on 

the Lord Keeper s olHcial residence ; a house later to be 
the object of poimant associatione, for Bacon became 
Its master as Lord Chancellor in the hour of his triumph 
^ Buckingham’s protection 

in fte bom of his fall. His childhood was spent partly 
at York House, ^rtly at his father’s country house at 
^rhambury m Hertfordshire. He was the youngest 
of eight ckldren-six by his father’s first marriage, 
and one Ml brother, Anthony, with whom he was parti- 
®^V^loseIy associated during the later years of his 

_ bir Nicholas Bacon was a sound lawyer, an honest 
mdependent and intelligent statesman, a warm friend 
to education. Puttenham, North and Ben Jonson 
at^t his eloquence, and a wealth of contemporary 
evidence proves the wide popularily which he gained 
by his gemal temper and his pleasant wit. Bacon’s 
ctoracter owed more, however, to his mother than to 
tes father. It is reported that Lady Ann Bacon assisted 
her father in instructing Edward VI. ; certainly she 
was one of the learned women of the day, mistress of 
Italian and iVench. More notewortby 
even tlian her selioiarsliip was her fervent and nn- 
wavering zeal for Ppitanism. She nmd her learning 
and her innuence alike in its service, and her extant 
letters to her sons, at Cambridge and at Gray’s Inn, 
snow how strenuously she endeavoured to impart to 
^em her own Pui'itan zeaL Sir Nicholas also showed 
inn tan leanings, though his chief desire was to estab- 
ish the Church of .England firmly* Bacon thus grew 
up in an atmosphere which prepared him to feel tole- 
rantly towards the IPuritans ; and the width of view 
rtd _^sdom of judgment which mark his writings on 
'tfaurch .eontroversies may be traced in some part to his 
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6Mly ttaiiiiijg. Tiie massive practioal seEse of BacoE 
safc^arded Wm from followiEg Ms mother ia her 
mider flights ; iadeed faEaticism of all kinds repeUed 
hliEj and withont the influence of Ms early training 
he might wall have failed in justice to the Puritans. 
His temperament made him moderatcj., Ms training 
helped to make Mm tolerant, and he extended to the 
Catholics the fairness of judgment wMch he had first 
learned for the sake of their bitterest enemies. 

The earliest influences in Bacon’s life were thus Mgh 
and serious. The child would perhaps appreciate rather 
the dignity and power of his father’s office than the 
greatness of the aflairs concerned; but at least he 
would learn to tMnk familiarly of great persons and 
movements. He would feel above all the supreme 
power of the Queen, and as he grew older he may well 
have heard something of the care and diplomacy needed 
in working for her. He commenced courtier wMie stiU 
a boy ; the Queen asked his age, and he answered ; 
"®Only two years younger than your Majesty’s happy 
reign.” The answer, with its apt emphasis on the 
memorable fact under which the little personal fact 
must fall, suited the grave, self-possessed yet deferential 
boy, and pleased the Queen ; and she named Mm her 
young Lord Keeper,” 

Of Ms early education we know little. Early in Ms 
thirteenth year, in April 1573, he and Ms brother 
i4^iiM>nywew sent up to Trinity Cbilege, Cambridge, 
Whitgift, later Archbishop of Canterbury^ was 
their tutor. Whitgift’s influence, thrown wholly on the 
' 'hf the Esteblished Church, doubtless strengthened - 
Bacon’s natural inclination to the most practical solution 
bl‘ the religious controversies. Scant record remains of 
.these 'Underg^adtmte days. We learn, from charges pai4 
to the potigarie,” that both boys were rather sickly ; 

gained a reputation for assiduous, etudy- 
’to a late remihiscence of Bacon’s, recorded -'hy 
Athi<>SJ^pher (Ms chaplain, Hr. Eawley), he-i^an> ' * 


dap.-' to‘. distrust .Aristotle, ndt.fe' hp. 
unfrni%hi^ nf Ms 
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I Mademie Mtion of the Middle Ages still Hngered in 
I ^xiglaiid, and Aristotle was ^ the idol of its worship 

Bacon was oopstitutionally incapable of idol-worship— 

/ a oharactenstie that explains some of his limitations^ 
I ■well as much of his greatness. HitjdgQroi»,aad.sijafi» y 
; tp wrestle for the.iileasing of truth • 

f and it nmy well be that even in these early daw he 
I te»d a laU ^th the great^t of the established champi|ms 

^ In June 1576 the two brothers were admitted togetker 
Til* ^ , ancients ’’ (de $ocietafe magistrormn), 

■ hmally, completing his education in the recognized 
i way, hranois was sent abroad to widen his experience 
r and gam an insight into diplomatic methods. He. 
; w^ attached to the household of Sir Amyas Paulet 

j who went to France in September 1576, and took up 

; duly as ambassador in the following February. Bacon 
, spent the next two years with the embassy, following 
L to Tours, to Poitiers, 

f ih^ years held many stin'ing events — ^the intrigues 
i of Bon John of Austria with alary Queen of Scots 

i panning their marriage and the invasion of Fngland • 

, a Portuguese plan for the invasion of Ireland, supported 

i “Z bpam and the Pope ; civil war in France — events 

I ottering education of a different kind from that of the 

I University and Gray’s ion. We can intagine Bacon% 

I I^motism and loyalty growing more devoted in face of 

; attacks on his country and his ^een ; his Protestantism 
( g'oiwng more definitely political, and more careless of 
t theological issues, in f^e of political Catholicism ; his 
sense of the evil of civil war quickening by observa- 
1 faon ; and hm mind developing among new experiences, 

I testily its ideals and theories by practical life and 
f le^ng the supple and cynical wisdom of political 
I mtugue. > . ^ 

i; Boon’s apprenticeship to diplomacy was brought to 
I au abrupt and sad close. In February 1579 his father 
died* ve^ suddenly, from the effects of a cMlL Bacon 
I r^toed later, in Sylmrmn^ that a dream warned 

S, , aiabefiwe the news arrived; he dreamt that his father’s 
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house in the country was plastered all over with black 
mortar. The circumstance is noteworthy, for such an 
experience, whatever its explanation, must have dis- 
posed Bacon to view the so-called supernatural with 
more credulity. The suddenness of Sir Nicholas Bacon’s 
death was calamitous to Bacon’s material prospects. 
After providing for his other sons, his father had set aside 
a large sum to purchase an estate for Erancis. Death 
prevented the provision, and Eranois inherited only one- 
fifth of the fortune devised for him. His prospects were 
completely changed. The son of the great minister, with 
independent means, might have chosen his career freely : 
fatherless, confronted by the need of making a living 
smtable to his position, with no more powerful support 
tiian th© uncertatin friendship of an uncle hy marriage, he 
had no choice. His training, the example of his father’s 
career, the hope that the influence he might expect to 
command would here be especially serviceable the 
substantial prizes to he gained, the suitability of the 
profession as preparation for more attractive oflSces of 
state all pointed to the law; and Bacon at once turned 

^ the law as the immediate practical business of 
ms iiie. 

Eor a man of stronger character, this change of 
prospect might have heen actually beneficial. * The 
mme of seM-de^ndence might have spurred him on 
to ^rt TOthout any sacrifice of lo% purpose or of 
of pereonality. But Bacon’s moral conssti- 
was not strong enough to bear the • harsh 
^TOplme of adversity. The longing for power and for 
™e^of e^nenoe, so characteristic of the Renascence, 

S I? owin^ he believed that h^ 

^ ^ govern affairs ” - 

0™i™stances have 
aim of his philosophy ^ . 

l5KSbood^ai^*tl.^^ governing temper, 

35 from Stai^mm, could nok’tum 

aivay irom mactical affairs. *‘0nly the dull are ^ 

.mod^ and Baw knew hif ' 
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f joy of service, 

ms toire not only for power, but also for the nomn 

^tinctive an?S 
mtrTn+1.11 ? It sometimes drove him along devious 
pOThs. Intelleotually he towers above his aee • In 
moral seme he is an average Elizabethan keLeTfnrl 
m apprehending the intellectual eleSt in morS 
contemptuouT S the SefS’ 
umtdecting traditions of honourable action. He w-^ar 

S'nd inan of affairs 
egoist and a,ltrmst. Endowed with true political wisdom * 
and eager to serve his country well, his dS to S 

S fli® crooked w-av 

the Reserving compromise. Hun^ fm 

e truth, and nobly confident in the power of feow 

tSk puS?of his pursuit of knowledge 

was not prepared in that^s 2 Sce° to 

medmte mterests of Francis Bacon. £ elements 

xn Ills complex nature were so combined that 

“too™ ol any olaA SSen S.i* 

Swf *“ ““ WlZ SS 

of ““fy iinderstood if this complexitv 

of character is kept oonstantlv in view ‘ 

SSopv^’akd paradoxical combination of 

ffittoal ^ oymcism was stimulated by the in- 
Sw of fmosphere of his a|e. l£t 

Sr?ef I u«ST\FP“^^’ 

E£¥E" ™ s 

f the Jesuits only. Statesmen caught up 
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the same Machiavelli^s Princ^^ one of the most 

ioflueatiai boohs of the Renascence, argued mth very 
great _'^wer and subtlety for a statecraft based on ex- 
ploitation of the weaknesses of men, turning them to 
account for government. 

Two main characteristics emerge very early in 
Bacon’s methods, both perfectly comprehensible m 
view of his character. He recognized that power was 
concentrated in the hands of a few, supremely in the 
hands ^ of the sovereign; and that the simplest practi- 
cal means of reaching an end was often not the method 
ethically ideal. From the first premise it fofiowed 
that the first step towards practical power was to 
secure the favour of one who held it. From the second 
it followed that the means of doing this were chosen 
for convenience. Truth and openness he recognized 
as the ideals of a statesman; but ideals could not 
always be fulfilled. Bacon’s first efforts towards pro- 
motion were directed partly to prove Ms capacity, 
partly to secure influential support, without which tJie 
highest merit might remain a beggar. He settled at 
Gray's Inn, and pursued his studies in law ; but his 
wish was to obtain some Crown office, not to practise 
^the Bar. He turned naturally for patronage to Lord 
Ixeasurer Burghley, his uncle by marriage. Exactly 
what employment he sought remains uncertain. In 
his first letter to Burghley he acknowledges ^Hhat the 
pcjnest is rare and unaccustomed,” ^nd declares my 
resteth only upon your lordship’s good 
afiection towards me and grace with her Maiestv.” He 
;0<mclades with a protestation of boundless gratitude 
»d serviw m a style which grows famihar in his later 
Wtes: I cannot account your lordship’s service 

ditoot from that which I owe to God and my Prince • 
the performance whereof to best proof and purpcMe 
ft rendezvous of aH my 


■"—ate me-jato hsst servioe.” 'But be v«s;;.td' 
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I nf Minister 

f wWcifbter he WmsS ap^aSed • “SSrfv T^f?^ 

. and artificial nonrishiS ^d entSS’ 

1 and oaring xnen fromioS to h^^Tf onl SS 

: Sr C\?r£“iS2 “af' “?"* 

I MelcoS^^ii. ‘° for 

p g the <^een , and the intervening time had ^pn 

. Ehz^eths death and the accession ot Marv Stiiarf 
I wordd have meant a return of Catholicism or cM war • 
f and the quarrelling sects in Parliament made ’ 

, amns tor the independence of England af^airrst +1,0. 

^ 1 fo™r and of Borne. Parliament met in 

I It^ScttoiJil^W^ T patriotic enthusiasm. 

1 Association » by whiSi 

^ Qu£ and PM to^deX'^ toemselves to deLd the 
I wh^’b^half^^ni^oi '“'^lom or on 

- ; and new repressive measures against the 

^toohcs were passed. At such critical tiS iJ was 

■ “Ot too Shght imtrortence 

felt that he had valuable advice to offer should 

T^wf «\tt® ® Minister of StalS 
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wMeh he never wavered. He considers the sitna- 
tioE purely • from the political point of view, with 
stafseamanlike impartiality. He could not appreciate 
the passionate strength of feeling with which the ez- 
kemlste on either side viewed the theological issue. 
His own religious feeling laid little stress on dogma ; 
indetxi, it provided rather a supplement to his intel- 
lectual life than an essential element in it. The 
problem must thus have appeared to him simpler than 
it was. He advises a modification in the oath of 
allegiance, ** to this sense : that whosoever would not 
bear arms against all foreign princes, and namely the 
Pope, that should in any way invade your Majesty’s 
dominions, he should be a traitor.” The issue is thus 
made political, not theological ; and recusants would be 
punished for treachery, not for Eomanism. He further 
suggests unobtrusive measures to w-eaken the Catholic 
position : liberty to the Puritan preachers, whose de- 
partures from orthodox Anglicanism are outweighed 
by their powerful influence against Papistry; super- 
vision of education ; provision that no Catholic shall 
hold state office ; protection of Protestant tenants , 
against Catholic landlords, and so on. Mora vigorous 
methods he deprecates as likely to drive Cathohcs to 
despair and desperate action. Above all, they must not 
be given the glory of martyrdom. Compel them you 
would not, kifl them you would not, so in reason trust 
them you would not.” 

Events , soon justified, and in their issue r^oved, 
the urgency of the national mistrust of Catholics and 
fear dt Spain. Mary Queen of Scots was executed 
in 1587, and the Armada was defealM in 1588. And 
with the removal, for the time at le^t, of the general 
danger to Protestantism, Protestante threw their re- 
vigour again into their internal struggles* , 
years the Puritans and the supporters^ii^tf.'*’^ ‘ 
way had been at strife. , Archbishop\ 
d for conformity had driven the first dissenters 
ibe^Ohuroh.^ His successor, Cfeindal# Oih ' 

had championed the cause of the moderate 
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Poritajis against Elizabeth, and indeed was suspended 
for reusing to put down their meetings or “prophesv- 
In 1583 Bacon’s old tutor, Whitgift, became 
Aroabisho|>, and renewed mth great severity the attempt 
to enforce conformity. The defeat of the Armada, 
which removed the cause of temporary truce, was 
promptly fohowed by_ the publication of the Martin 


Marprelate tracts against the Archbishop ; and the 
theological issue lay, for the rest of Eliza, beth’« PAin 


theological issue lay, for the rest of Elizabeth’s reign, 
between the rival sects of Protestants, not between 
Protestant and Catholic. Bacon had shown his attitude 
by some remarks in the LetteT of Advice just discussed. 

1 am not given over, no, nor so much as addicted, to 
their preciseness ; therefore, till I think that you think 
otherwise ^ I am bold to think that the bishops in this 
dangerous time take a very evil and unadvised course 
^ m <friving them from their cures ’’ ; for, he proceeds, 
England s influence abroad must suffer through internal 
dissensions, and though oversqueamish and nice,” the 
Puritans are useful in lessening and diminishing the 
Papistical number.^’ The same attitude characterizes 
AnMverhe&ment touching the Controversies of the Church 
of England, written in 1589. 

^ zealous Puritan, but the pupil 
01 Whitgift. His intervention was as impartial as these 
■ emcumstances would lead us to expect. His religious 
views had long teoubled his mother. She warns Anthony 
; aga^t his advice and’ example in these matters ; and 
; ag^, advismg Anthony to pray with his servants twice 
u^iy , remarks “ Your brother is too negligent therein.” 
B^ons intellectual temper was above all critical. It 
led Mm in theological affairs to a position somewhat 
' surveyed the strife without real sympathy for 

^ther party, for he could see no essential importance in 
at issue, The real problem for him was to 
^ .ted '4 setaement^ satisfactory, _ not to - the theologians 
.but to tli© statesman. He saw In the 
mov^ent an important force, 'producing results 
^ withdraw Mb opinion if E ' 
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good and bad: making for righteousness and purity, 
Sud potent against the political danger of Eomamsm ; 

but mabking' Sblso for intellectual iiarrownesSj, foi intoler* 
mica for impatience of authority, for a religion with the 
fault be combated In philosophy— the fault of slavery 
to words. He saw in the extreme Episcopalian move- 
ment another important force, making ^ for law and 
order, for a Church system, harmonizing with the general 
system of national government j but at the same time 
making for arbitrary action, for an arrogant self-satis- 
faction which ignored just criticism, for woiidliness and 
laxity. BBs censures on both extremes were Just; but 
he failed to see that each side was fighting for principles 
which it believed to be of the very first importance. 
His solution was that of the finest common sense ; to 
combine on essentials, to agree to differ on non-essen- 
tials, to remedy the serious evils in the' established 
system, and to leave liberty for intellectual differences 
not dangerous to that system. But fortunately for the 
soul, though unfortunately for the convenience of daily 
life, there are matters in religion, even in dogma, beyond 
the judgment of common sense. Bacon^s cool and clear 
inteilect could not imagine a mind so dominated , by 
religious emotion that every detail of its belief, even 
every circumstance of its worship, was important, to it 
beyond any worldly thing. Therefore Ms solution was 
valueless to the intensely religious Puritan. ' Zealous^ for 
order and. authority a's necessary conditipns of sound 
social organization, but intellectually an. inveterate rebel 
against merely traditional authority,,, -Ke was incapable, 
of understanding a temper wMch held the law of the 
Church sacred and unquestionable, and which viewed 
dissent not merely as inconvenient to the State but 
as attacking the foundations of religion. Therefore Ms 
solution was valueless to the convinced Churchman. 

^ It is natural to compare Bacon’s AdvBftisefmnt tmmh- 
ing the Omtroversies of the Church of England with 
Hooker’s " Lam of Ecclesiastical Polity, the first four 
books of winch appeared only five years later, in 1594 
Hooker, is-'an' apologist’ for the Anglican position, ' and 
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he does recognize so clearly as does Bacon the moral 

wortti of PiiritamsHij or tlie jxistioe of its criticisms of 
the Clmrcli ; biit lie comes nearer than Bacon to nnder- 
^ _ standing its religious basis* He sees that its essential 
emm is to indi'vidiial responsibility to God, so that only 
the word of God can give its law. He sees in tliis claim 
the danger of the narrower t3?Tanny of the Scriptures, 
and argues idth all his magnificent resources of intellect 
and eloquence for the broader revelation of God through 
&e laws of nature, the law of reason, the law; of the 
Gliurch, as ^ well as the Bible. He arrives at :a solution 
not dissimilar from Bacon’s, though- naturally ■■ m 
favourable to the Established Church ; but he bases 
Ms conclusions philosophically, recognizing the true 
meaning^ of ^ the claim which he combats. Hooker 
mites of religion like a pMlosopher, though prejudiced 
by dogmatic^ prepossessions. Bacon mites of religion 
like a politician, though with the loftiest purposes and 
fine ethical feeling. : ;■ ; ' ^ 

The wisdom and lucidity of the A^dveHiseMeut must 
have sug^sted the einpIo;^nnent of its author as a|)ologigt 
for the Government against criticism at home and 
abroad.^ For the relations of England with France, 
in particular, it was important that neither the Pro- 
testant nor the moderate Catholic party in France 
Aould be alienated by the attitude of the English 
Government towards English co-religionists. With tMs 
, need in vj.ew‘, a letter was addressed to M. Critoy* 

, ^ ^ Secretary of Prance,” over the signature of Walsing- 
‘ ham; in all probability its author was Bacon. He 
defends the moderation and consistency nf the Govern- 
ment’s treatment of Puritan and Catholic alike. 

, An apologist was again urgently needed in 1592, 
wmen a pamphlet called Bespomio ad Edicium Eeginm 
Anglim was published on the continent, attacking in 
^ unmeasured terms the Government’s treatment of 
Koman Catholics. Bacon -at once took the opportunity 
of a , ” device,” or entertainment, given in honour of 
the Queen by Essex, probably on the anniversary of 
her^ coronation, to compose a -Discourse in Praise of 
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tlw Queen/’^ m^wHch her policy as well as lier personal, 
qualities' received' eloquent eulogy. Before the year 
ended, he gaVo.a specific answer to 'the charges of tlie 
Eesfonsio in the weighty and closely reasoned Obserm- 
timh m a Idhel Fublished this present year 1592.^ Here 
Bacon' was driven ' to argue ex parte ; his business was 
to offer a defence of Governnaent action, and to deiivty 
a counter-attack on political CathoMcism. He did liis 
work excellently, but the paper necessarily lacks the 
fine balance and impartiality which make his geneml 
discussions of ' the theological situation so attoctivo 
and. so valuable. 
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Dumxa the years covered by these difficulties _ of, the 
Government in -the religious settlement, Bacon, had con- 
tinued legal work, and in 1586 had'tecome'a bencher 
of Gray ’8_ Inn, 'With the right to plead -in the Courts at 
Wesijihinster. . Still promotion passed him by. Eurghley ' 
continued to flatter his hopes, but for some unknoum 
reasoh’— it may .have been merely personal antipathy— 
never exerted Mmself on Ms behaK. Bacon grew, weary 
of waiting. One of his motives In seeking Government 
employment'was to gain influence for the promotion of 
a great project which he had long been meditating — 
tioSiing less'.than the fundamental reform of Knowledge. 
Delay in preferment meant not only' disappointment ol 
natural ambition, but. waste of time in pursuing Ms 
'gi‘eat©r ■ ulterior purpose. I wax now somewhat 
ancient,*^ he writes to Burghley, presumably in 1592, 
“,'One and ' thirty years is a great deal of sand in the 
hour-glass. . . 1 confess that I have as vast oon* 

tymplative^ ends,^ as I have moderate civil ends : for I 
.have taken, aE knowledge to be my province; and if 
.^l^could'purge it of two ..sorts a£..ro,vers,,., whereof.tha .one,', 

' , ■ ^ Wjdisken in ilaaauary or Bebtaary, tkerelore 150S la modern 

reckoniag. 
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TOtli MyoIohs' dispiitatlonsj computations, .ami ver- 
bosities, tlie other vitli Hind experiments and anricnlar 
tmditioiis and impostures, liatb cominitte^i so many 
spoils, I hope I should bring in industrious observa- 
t'kais, grounciecl coriciii.sioiiB, and profitable inveiitions 
and discoveries ; the best state of that province. « . * 
And I do easily see that place of any reasonable couii- 
teBAiice doth bring commandment of- more vits than a 
man’s own ; wliich is the thing I greatly affect. . . .. 
And if your Lordship will not carry me on ... I will 
sell the inheritance that I have, and purchase some 
lease of quick revenue . , . and so give over aE care 
of service, and become some sorry book-maker, or a 
true pioneer in that mine of truth.” 

Just before this letter was written, in the mood which 
it depicts, Bacon had made the acquaintance of the 
Earl of Essex. Essex was the rising star at the Court. 
He had gained Elizabeth’s favour with astonishing 
rapidity, and though he was only tw^eiity-five, Ms 
brilliant amd attractive personality made him a serious 
rival to the stoHdIy worthy Burghley. BurgMey may 
well have distrusted Bacon for his very wealth of ideas, 
and for 'Ms -bookish interests. 'Essex, himself a student 
of adventurous mind, w'as singularly well qualified to 
appreciate these qualities. To Bacon, weary of begging 
favours from a man for whose intellect he must have 
felt some contempt, Essex must have appeared the 
ideal patron, and further, acquaintance for a time 
.confemed Ms hopes. Essex -was as generous practically 
as ; intellectually ; as zealous to ■ serve, Ms friends' as 
he was quick to understand their ideas. In him united 
all the graces and many of the powers of the ideal 
Elizabethan ; he lacked only the strength and balance 
of ’ character to bear success unspoiled. His tragedy 
is the converse of Bacon’s; -Bacon’s character w’'as 
confemed in its worst parts and crippled in some noble 
possibilities by adverse circumstanees ; success betrayed 
.Essex -into a sensitive' self-assertiveness and an im- 
patience of authority which at last ruined Mm. 

TMs new and, powerful patronage might weE have 
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gained 'prompt promotion for Bacon^ had not a situation' 
arisen m which political honesty compelled Mm to 
stand agaiiost the Queen and the Government When 
ParKament met in February 1593, the Government 
urgently needed money to combat a Spanish |)lot in 
Scotland. The Committee of the Commons recognized 
the need, and voted two subsidies instead of the. usual 
one ; but BurgMey regarded this as insufficient, and 
not only demanded tliree subsidies, but also declared 
that the amount should be determined in conference 
TOth the Lords. This proposal struck at the very root 
of the power of the Lower House — its absolute control 
of supply ; and the same regard for order in the State 
which had inspired Bacon’s mitings on the Church 
settlement now drove Mm to lead the opposition to this 
demand. The Government found it advisable to drop 
the plan of a Conference, but still urged that the three 
subsidies should be paid in four years instead of six . 
years. Bacon- again objected, on the ground that, 
taxation thus concentrated into the briefer time would 
impose too heavy a burden on the country, and 'further 
would create 'a dangerous precedent unless distinctly 
noted as extraordinary. The Commons, Iioivever, were 
satisfied, with their victory on the point of principle, 
and Bacon stood alone in opposition. Burghley ide* 
manded an explanation. Instead of apologizing, Bacon 
Justified his" attitude in terms at once modest and 
dignified: manner of my speech did most evi*' 

dently show-, that I spake simply and only to satisfy 
my .conscience, and not with any advantage or policy' - 
to sway the- cause ; and my terms carried all *signi« 
fioation of duty and zeal tow^ards her Majesty and, her 
service.’’ / 

' TMs incident, -entirely creditable -to Bacon’s char- 
.acter, raised a^new obstacle to Ms promotion. Nu 
houMy of-^.mpMve could justify opposition to 'Eliza*, 
beth 'Or her .ministers. In a great minister it had some- 

jj, , ' ;#m6S''4o , bo ^ S' candidate^ Tor it 

|; ' ' . . ,was -presuihpMto deserving sharp punishment. . Edn 
" /.tome time'Baoon found it advisable to avoid the Court, 
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triisting that, the Qaeen might, forgive him when she 
had in part forgotten the offence. Jnst at this inoppor*- 
tune moment ^ the Mastership of the Rolls feU vacant, 
and brought into prospect a ■ change in the office of 
Attorney-General. Bacon gained the intercession of his 
cousin, Sir Thomas Cecil, with Burghley, and Essex sued 
urgently and persistently on his behalf. In another 
fetter to Burghley, though still he wall not apologize, 
Bacon expresses regret fof'the impression his action lias 
made on the Queen. One bitter phrase shows that he 
„ lias learned the lesson of the incident : in future, if he 
cannot give unquestioning' support to the royal policy, 
he will at least abstain from unwelcome comment. If 
the not seconding of some particular person’s opinion 
shall be presumption, and to differ upon the manner 
shall be to impeach the end, it shall teach my devotion 
not to exceed wishes, and those in silence.” 

Hiese efforts gradually dispersed the Queen’s active 
disfavour, ^ but they could not gain Bacon the Attorney- 
Generalship. His rival for the office was Edward Coke, 
a great and unscrupulous lawyer, who as Speaker of the 
House of Commons had used all his influence for Govern- 
ment in the very debate where Bacon showed such 
obnoxioUvS independence. It “was the fest incident in 
a lifelong hostility between the two men, and Coke 
scored the first point. The Solicitor-Generalship now 
fell vacant. Eor this too Bacon applied, and again, 
after more than a year’s delay, it was given elsewhere. 
The disappointment left Bacon in a position almost 
desperate. He was heavily in debt, for his income w^as 
quite inadequate to the position which he had to keep 
up at Court. His brother Anthony had disposed of an 
estate to help him, but Anthony’s own financial position 
was now embarrassed. Essex came to the rescue with 
characteristic magnificence of generosity, and gave 
Bacon land worth £1800.^ You fare ill because you 
, have chosen me for your mean and dependence ; you 
have spent 'your _ time and thoughts in' my matter. I 
die if I do not somewhat towards your fortune ; you 
^ Mnltiply by seven to give modern equivalent value. 
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shall not deny to accept a piece of land whicli I toII 
besto^v Upon you/* Bacon, after some demnr, accepted 
the 'gift, and 'gratefully named Mmself Essex% '‘hom- 
ager/^ ***" But do you know the manncBr of doing homage 
in law f ” he added, qualifying the term— Always it 
is with a saving of his faith to Ins king and Ms other 
lords; and therefore, my lord, I can be no more 
yours than I was, and it must be with the ancient 
savings/’ 

But while obligations bound Bacon more and more 
closely to Essex, his confidence that he had found an 
ideal patron must have alxeady become troubled. The 
j^hrases Just quoted^ suggest the recognition that Essex’s 
desires might not always harmonize with the good of 
the State. Already Essex had, on several occasioip, 
shown himself too headstrong for a statesman. This, 
coupled with Ms practical disappointments, made 
Bacon feel hopeless of the career he had planned, and 
he wrote to Essex : “ I am purposed not to follow the 
practice of the law . . . because it drinketh too much 
time, wMch.I have dedicated to better purposes. * 
For your Lordship, I do think myself more beholding 
to you than to any man. And I say I reckon myself 
as a comnwn (not popular, but common) ; and as much 
as is la'svful to be enclosed of a common, so much 
your Lordship shall be sure to have/’ ^ 

^ Tteir valtta is • diminished by the fact that they are drawn from 
Ikcott’s own aocoant, published nine years later to justify his 
abandonment of' Essex. 

* The last sentence is interesting. It has generally been inter- 
preted in the sense which Bacon later put upon it for his own 
Jnstlication, as iinplytng a significant reserw of bis devotion 
to Essex, But may it not well refer to the better purposes '' to 
which Bacon proposed to dedicate Ms time? “I reckon myself 
a common ' — the property of the community ; does not this mean 
that he holds his talents in trust for the general good, and feels 
that he dare 'not devote to any individual more than “is lawful’^* 
of the powers which • it is his duty to employ for the benefit of 
‘mankind I- , Th©;phrase ,may apply to political and personal servlee, 
without 'any spfcM foreboding of a ’dash between the seWice’ of 
and that- of -the State. - The clash Is rather betwete the 
asrv!cd',ol,.tempomry ends and that of the permanent general ■ 
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Still, even when further digappoiu-tmeiits followed, 
wlien lie was passed 0 ¥er for the MastersMp of the Rolls, 
and again outstripped by Coke, tMs time as suitor to* 
the rich young widow of Sir Ckristoplier Hatton, Bac?oxi 
did not follow this impulse to give up his original plans 
and devote liiiiiself solely to philosophicai work. He 
clfing to the hope of office, growing steadily more 
cynical in his view' of the means by wiiich success must 
be gained. Essex's brilliant succe-sa in the capture of 
Caciiz, in 1596, seemed to luni: ominous rather _ than 
auspicious; for he feared that At would' niake:::& 
new^ enemies at Court, and still more that the Queen 
would distrust Ms growing power and popularity jdth 
the army and with the people-. Bacon accordingly 
wrote an elaborate letter of advice to Essex. Win 
the Queen ; if this be not the beginning, of any other- 
course I see no end ; and he sets- forth a number of 
W'ays in w-Mch Essex should shape his behaviour and 
Ms actions. ■ The advice holds much .common::,; sen^^^ 
but savours unpleasantly of consMous: ,:trickiiiess;:^^ 
-courtier's cunning. And, though' it;. :recoghlzes-'::^tlre;^^^ 
dangerous elements in Essex’s; . ■characi^r :;-and::;:f^iti^^ 
it fails to suggest a course of action possible to 
Mm. His virtues and his faults alike unfitted him for 
careful court is^itrigue ; it largely by Ms daring 
independence that he had ■ gained' the Queen’s favour. 
The character of Ms relations woth the Queen made 
Ms position particularly difficult. He had to display ^ 
the privileged familiarity of the personal favourite, 
or the instant submission of the. courtier, according to 
Elizabeth's mood. When plans were being made ^ for 
The Island Voyage,” to strike a further blow against 
Spain, in 1597, his Jealousy of Lord Howard and of 
Plr 'Walter Raleigh caused new friction with^the Queen, 
who' ^‘had resolved to break him of his will and pull 
down his gveat heart.” ’ The expedition was a failure, 

progress of manMnd. Of. the opening sentence of De Inierpretaime 
Natiirm Procemium. On the closing phrase I may echo a MS. 
O'OBQmeiit of the late Professor Charles Bowley : ** How much of 
a common is it lawful to enclose ’! ” 










success in life^ then the more , patient Ms inefficiency 
became, and the quicker he was set .on one side the better 
for Ms _ protege’s future/’^ The- second, Jiarsher ¥iew 
may be dismissed; for military success would not 
have secured Essex’s - position with the Queen, as 
Bacon had clearly recognized in his letter to the earl 
after the capture of Cadiz ; and on the other hand, 
mere military failure might have left Essex’s position 
little worse if he had behaved discreetly to the Queen, 
Without supposing the loss of an earlier letter, we may 
believe that Bacon’s attitude remained unchanged; 
he feared the results of Essex’s military employment, 
but recognized the hopelessness of dissuading him, and 
contented himself with mingling as much v’^arning as 
possible with his' forecast, wTote the letter only on 
invitation : Your late note of my silence on your 
.occasion hath made me set down these fe%v wandering 
lines.” His faith in Essex was growing feebler, his 
confidence in the weight of Ms own 'advice had suffered 
since Essex had not followed earlier advice ; and he let 
things go, with mingled hope and grave foreboding, , 
Essex completely failed to subdue the rebels; he 
lievet' even engaged them seriously,- and after wasting 
his forces in five months’ blundering, -desultory w’'arfare, 
he proposed peace, on terms very favourable to Tyrone, 
in September. Despatches .from- the Queen ha& for- 
bidden Mm to return, without orders,, but in the face 
of them he left Ii’elaiid and • sought the Queen - at 
Iforwich. It must be remembered that he feared the 
intrigues of Ms enemies in his absence; he at, first 
intended to carry with him so much of the army as 
he could conveniently transport,” and actually was 
accompanied as 'far as London by ‘Hhe main part of 
Ms household and a great part of captains and gentle- 
men-’’. That be cherished any project hostile to the 
Queen lierself is altogether improbable ; but he lost 
Ms ’ head,^ and trusted by violent means to defeat his 

- ■ 1 Brmt Englishmen of the IBth (kniurg^ -^^: 272. Here, and again ■ 
o,n p. 4S, I have expressly noted my disagreement with Sir Sidney 
bee, heoanse his opmion is too weighty to be ignored 
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: who, headed by Cecil, outplayed Wm at everv 

thoroughly 

lusfaee ; but she was not dfsiij 
hned to receiTe him again into favour when she had 
thoroughly humiliated him. Esses could not endure 

to*^hirS.W?^^-R^^T® constant pricks 

u<.Jf ^ ^ January 1601, he and his friends 

tod formed a plot to surprise the Court, seize the Queen’s 

Skh^id ^ dismiss from the Councij Cecil, 

K^eigh, and ottor enemies, and to grant other demands 
1 covery_ j^mpitat^ their action ; on Eebruary 8th' 

hnndred gentlemen, ollft, 

• 'Jr swords, he marched to Paul’s Cross 
^d in^ to raise the people to his support He failed* 

^ ^ mcriminatiBg papers. About 

ten o clock the same night he was a prisons. 

up to tto time Bacon’s conduct had been consist- 

SS the tS difSculty of serving him without 
oSari^ SficeSf t l position was extra- 

i?Sy Si2®of°®®’ despeitoly 

last he seemed to be gaining Court favow- irhed 
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to tlireaten serions danger; and popular syinpatliy. wift 
Mm liad "been aroused on Ms return by Ms confinement, 
without trial, in York House. 'Wien the Judicial 
inc|uiry was held, therefore, Bacon took an active 
part for the Government, but attempted to mitigate 
the charge against Essex. The very day after, he found 
opportunity to intercede, for Mm with the Queen. He 
stated Ms position frankly in -a letter to Essex : ''' I 

humbly' pray you to believe that I aspire to ^ the con- 
science and commendation first of hmms cims, 'which 
with us, is a good and time servant to the Quecm, and 
next of bonus vir, that is an honest man. I desire 
your Lordship to think that although I confess I love 
some things much better than I love your LordsMp, 
as ' the , ' Queen’s service, her quiet and contentment, 
her honour, her favour, the good of mj country, and 
the like, yet I love few persons better than yourself, 
both for gi'atitude’s sake, and for your owm virtues, 
which cannot hurt but by accident or abuse. Of which 
' mj good .affection I was ever and. am ready to yield 
'testimony by any good offices, but with such reserva- 
tions as yourself cannot but allow.” 

^ Essex answered in dignified and not unfriendly terms,.. 

' and during the next three .months freel;^ used Bacon^. 
services towards re-establishing Ms position with the 
Queen. Labouring thus. to pleas© both parties, Bacon 
pleased neither. Essex’s friends ignorant of Mb 
honest 'efforts to assuage the Queen’s anger, and popular 
' rumour accused him of aggravating the charge. He 
was -even threatened with violence ; he -writes, with 
something of Roman temper, I thank God I have the 
privy coat of a good conscience, and have a- good^^vhile 
since put off any fearful care of life and the accidents 
of life.” At the same time, the Queen thought him 
half-^hearted in her service, and over-persistent in his ' 
suggestions in favo'ur of Essex. In Ms conduct up to 
the rebellion, then, Bacon appears, not indeed as a hero 
ready to sacrifice everything for Ms friend, but certainly 
as loyal to him, under very trying .circumstances,, 
•within the bounds of Ms duty to the State. 
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The mad attempt at armed rebellion entirely changed 
Bacon% attitude* Until then Bacon had probably 
regarded Issex as headstrong, lacking in political 
sagacity, needing careful restraint and guidance, but 
still a worse enemy, to Mmself than to any other man ; 
and though his early hopes must have vanished com- 
pletely, he respected" the ties of gratitude which bound 
him to his benefactor. 

By his rebellion Essex became a criminal against ■ 
the State. Inquiry into his motives and intentions 
relieves him from the worst construction that might 
be put upon his action. In all probability he intended 
merely to purge the Government of the men whom 
he regarded as evil advisers to the Queen as well as 
personal enemies of Ms own. But no explanation 
cari alter the fact that he attempted, by armed violence, 
to seize the person of his Queen, and to force her, 
against her owxi will and judgment, to dismiss her 
chosen ministers ; and this not in obedience to the will 
of a great section of the people, not to avoid any immi- 
nent peril to the State, but merely on his private 
Judgment, influenced by his personal ambitions and 
emnities. Admiration of Essex’s chivalrous nature, 
sympathy for the great noble flattered and flouted by 
the most difficult of royal mistresses, indignant pity 
.for the simpler character befooled by cleverer players 
at the gam©' of court intrigue, awe at the sudden, tragic 
end of such brilliant promise, all these we may feel ; 
and yet we must recognize that Essex was a traitor to 
the State, and struck at the very foundations of 
government. 

^ In most political matters Bacon Judged with cool 
.reason and acted with a view to convenience ; but he 
' had one political passion — ^for order, for the law and ' 
■■system wMch are^ necessary conditions of existence 
’’for, an organized "State. This passion had been fosteed 
‘;by 'Ms upbringing among statesmen, and had dirteted 
his' 'own ' ambition 'to seek the greatest and worthiest 
; sphere; of practical power in service of the State. \ It 
;:liad been fostered by Ms early experience in France,'’ 
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where he had seen the chaos produced by the method of 
arbitrary violence which Essex had attempted to employ. 
It had appeared in. Ms letters of advice on, the treatment 
of Puritan and Catholic, and in Ms resistance to th,e 
Queen’s encroachments on the 'prerogative of the 
Commons. And while in the last ease he recogniszed 
the authority of Parliament, and urged the most careful 
preservation of its rights, he preserved Ms final allegi- 
ance solely to the sovereign, whose authority he traced 
to divine sanction. The sovereign was for him the 
embodiment of the principle of government ; and no 
personal disappointment could touch Ms devoted loyalty, 
not to her person,- but to her office. Essex had at- 
tempted the worst crime that Bacon could conceive, 
and he was bound to condemn the crime absolutely, 
and to wish that the criminaFs power of repeating ii 
should be broken. 

But meaner motives mingled wdth patriotism, and 
drove Bacon to show in the prosecution of Essex an 


activity wMch disowned gratitude and loyal friendship, 
and even common decency.' He was appointed to assist- 


-Coke, the-, Attorney-General, in conducting the prosecu- 
tion. Twice Coke blundered' in -Ms attack, and each 
time Bacon intervened, blocking thO' side issues wMeh 
were leading discussion to maSsers less dangerous, to- 
Essex, and levelling deadly, comment against the %veak- 
nesses of the defence. - Patriotism did not demand that.- 
he should persecute Ms friend tp the death. Evan- 
without- Bacon’s intervention there was little chance 
that the sentence of the Court would leave Essex 
dangerous. Indeed, Bacon might well have used Ms- 
magpificent oratory on Ms behalf, not to excuse Ms- 
crime, but to plead for mitigation of _ the penalty, with- 
out failing in any duty to Quean or State. Instead, 
he flung , himself into the prosecution with a power- 
•wMch compels admiration in the midst of .disgust. 
Year, passionate disappointment,, the feeling that he 
.had been-' deceived, ambition, all snatched the excuse 


10 migiit be suspected of compbcity in the plot, for be 
ii,id been pleading for Essex with the Queen tliroup’h- 
oiit the long uncertain months before the plot, andliis 
brother Anthony, who was known to be on confidential 
Essex, liad carried treasonable letters to 
the Jving of Scotland. His early devotion was based 
on the hope that Es^3ex would further his proieets, and 
insteM the ideal patron had appeared as the enemy 
of his fundamental political principle. He had iust 
cause to feel deceived. At the very time when he was 
drafting letters to the Queen for Essex, and helpin<v 

H directing^ his 

efrorfe, to regain favo^, Essex had been engaged in 
treasonable mtague with the Scots king. Against ail 
thep feehngs there weighed in favour of Essex only a 
cool and reasonable recognition of favours received 

penSl^^T already more than recom- 

pun&tu. 1 have been much bound unto Mm,” he 
wrote to Lord Henry Howard, before the plot “And 
on the other side, I have spent more time and more 

Sn'SSi »^°w than ever I did about 

Sin bcTOod to?™ personal feehng-~gratitude or friend- 
slnp beyond the just balance of debit arid credit— was 
ahen to bis nature. M the force of oircu^^3 

oeen ailiieult foi him to refuse at least nominal concern 
in the prosecution; for though he was Sv oS?3 
«ie Queen’s Counsel, he had^een emp by tof 
pa^rticularlj in connection poHtical 
I lots, and h^ aMeady acted formally against Essex in 

campaign. 

iJinauy, It is hard not to suspect onte oarticularlv nn 


alike 7 1 A ambition 

' must nave prompted Bacon to echnse hia WHer 

S«“5«7i 2^ 

to anv nrisonAr • favour shown 

®O n^y pason®, so many digressions, such delivering 
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fractions, and so silly a defence of such 
geat and notorious teeasons.” Then conies the display 
of Ins OTO powers, in contrast with those of Coke: a 

pSptShSly els’" ‘■y 

-ia M Essex’s intents were, 

to heheved, to go only as a suppliant 

-Sf -r petitions be presented by 

amed petationers ? This must needs bring loss of liberty 
Neither is it any point of law, as my 

"™,„^^^,^hampton would have it believed, . that con- 

denms them of treason. To take secret counsel, to 
execute it, to run together in numbers armed wth 
weapons— what can be the excuse ? Warned by the Lord 

m^n take this to be less than treason ? ” 
ifesex condemned, and under the influence of 
.Mhton, a Puritan preacher, made a strange and pathetic 

executed on February 
w forfeitures to the Ctoto 

by Jissex s fellow-rebels. Bacon received £1200 : not 
M much ^ ^ hoped, he wiites to a creditor. Some six 
yeais earher Essex had given him an estate worth £1800. 

Later, when the death of Elizabeth had changed 
political conditions, he pubHshed an “Apology,” anex- 
planation and defence of his actions, setting forth very 
tormbly all that can be said in his favour. But even here 
weimd no evidence that Bacon’s action cost him steugeie 
i’ caused him remorse. It is not 

^(^mt to undemtand Bacon’s action, and justice com- 
fK» ^ recogmze one great and worthy motive among 

^ ease to 

mdersfeand is not to forgive. Essex was a traitor to 
the laws which make possible a civilized and organized 
' Wd by those laws he deserved death. Bacon 
^ these— the laws of 

ST’ f 5 and by those sacred laws he 

stands condemned. 


T 
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CHAPTER III 

' BACbH AKD JAAtBS I. : THE BAYS OB' 3PBOSBEEIYY ■ - 

The remaining years of Elizabeth’s reign were compara- 
tively unimportant in Bacon’s life. In May 1601j died 
his brother Anthony — the only person for whom he ever 
showed, sincere affection j and Bacon inherited from 
him enough to meet his most urgent financial needs. 
In, statesmanship he displayed his usual wisdom and 
foresight. He introduced into Parliament a bill to 
amend the system of weights and measures. He urged 
the repeal of superfluous laws. On the vexed question 
of monopolies, he distinguished acutely between the 
patents granted for useful discoveries, and those merely 
conferring an unearned right of monopoly. In Irish 
affairs, he advised, among more familiar and somewhat 
Machiaveliian means of paciflcation, a policy of support 
to education and of complete toleration in religion. He 
introduced a bill amending the method of settling dis- 
putes in assurances among merchants. Nothing else 
need be recorded until Elizabeth’s death and the acces- 
sion of James I. in 1603. 

Under Elizabeth two habits of Bacon’s political 
thought had grown into second nature. tempera- 
ment he was attracted by a devious “managing” 
policy, and in Elizabeth he watched a past mistress 
of the art treating most difficult problems of internal 
and external 'policy with wonderful success. He vexie* 
rated the office of sovereign as symbol and source of 
Arm government and order. The strength which under- 
lay Elizabeth’s shiftiness had justifled and reinforced his 
veneration; while the difficulty of gaining her favour, 
and the relentless punishment which followed opposi- 
'^iomtoher wiB^ had whipped the place-seeker in Baqon : 
Intova'^nse of the convenience of serving the ponarqh, 
iny 'cost. He was now forty-three, and -still stood-, 
a ^ lower rung of the ladder, to success. 
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appetite for power had been only whetted by the scraps 
of office which fell to him. His honesty was corroded 
and flawed by years of time-servin® • 
and Ms just consciousness of his own great gifts, con- 
firmed by proof, was irritated by continued failure to 
gam adequate employment. With his personal ambi- 
tion burned, \wth a brighter flame, his passionate desire 
to serve his country and his kind, to carry into effect 
bis drea^ of statesmanship and of the conquest of 
nature by knowledge. A prophet may be as un- 
scrupulous as an adventurer. 

The accession of James thus found Bacon with the 
pblest elements in his nature allied with the ignoble 
in desmrate desire for power, seeking it at the fountain- 
head, the (>own. It is not easy to decide how far his 
flattery of the King was merely diplomatic— it certainlv 
exceeded the hmits of decent diplomacy — and how far it 
was due to his eagerness to believe what he TOshed to be 
true. His hopes may have transfigured James’s pedantry 
into sympathy towards learning, his arrogant assump- 
tion into strength, his love of argument into aecesa- 
bihty to adTOe. hlore probably he had decided to ivin 
tlie Kang s favour by any means available. He gave 
good advice, but if it proved unwelcome he mo^fied 
It. ihe steongest intellect of the day grovelled in 
Artery f>®fore a bladder in which a few peas of pre- 
judice rattled noisily. The man who had dared^ to 
op^se Khzabeth became obsequious to her feeble and 

4 . renewed struggle for place, Bacon even tried 

, to obtain support from some of Essex’s friends ; per- 

haps not so nauch from audacity as because he felt 
sat^fi^ed mth ks own excuses for his actions, and 
others would recognize their justice. At 
nrst his hopes were once more disappointed. Burghlev’s 
son and successor in office, Robert Cecil, seems to have 
liis father to employ Bacon ; and 
las old rival Coke, by this time recognized as the greatest 
of his day, also stood between him and office. 

, ifle King scattered honours freely, but none fell to 



Bacon. After being arrested a mpona rime lor wm, m 
wrote to Cecil, who had lent him money to obtain release, 
in terms recalling those of earlier, despondent letteis . 

my purpose or course, I desire to meddle as 

little as I can in the King’s causes, his Majesty now 
abounding in counsel ; and to follow my private thrift 
and practice, and to marry with some convenient 
advancement. For as for any ambition, I do assure 
your Honour, mine is quenched. . . . My ambition now 
1 shall only put upon my. pen, whereby I shafl be able 
to warnfairt memory and merit of the times succeeding.’ 

Bacon never lost sight of his vision of man s conquest 
of nature, and his desire to prepare the way for it 
newer wawered* But the search for office, at; first 
only, as a necessary stage to the higher end, so 
eager that it often obscured that end j and since Bacon 
failed to achieve success early enough to set free Ms 
mature years for Ms true life work, we welcome 
times when he turned wearily from chasing the buttemy 
of promotion >0 tend the swarming hive of his ph#^ 
sopMcal ideas. ■ , . . . • . ^ .7 r ' 

introductory address to Ms work Ofi mB . I%mf^ 
pretaiiM of Nct^ure w^as probably written now^ Through 
alterations in his general scheme, Bacon never publishea 
it ; but we shall refer to it later at some length for its 
fine statement of Ms ideals and motives, alike as pM?" 
sopher and statesman. At this time, too, he pi^tobly 
began his great work on TM Mvammmt of Learning. .. 

to the letter to Cecil from which we have just quot^y 
Bacon begs for “ this divulged and almost prostituted 
honour of knighthood.” His request was granted, hut 
.not the prayer “that the manner imght be such as 
ipight grace me, since the matter wiE not; I mean, 
^1,1 might not be merely gregarious in a troop.” Ho 
J^S inighted with three hundred others, without dis- 
^^feietion, two days before the Coronation. But with the 

g to bling of James’s first Parliament came opportunities 
Eton to serve and gratify King and Coumions alike, 
(wiedlj Ms tant saved friction between them ; and; 
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mmon of England and Scotland was both statesnmnlike 
in ite principles, and diplomatic in its attitude towards 
over-hast}?- King and over-cautions English siibjecte* 
In the earlier disputes between/ King and Commons^ 

' arising from fuiidaincmtal differences between their re- 
spective conceptions of royal rights, dispute.s which were 
to grow still angrier, Bacon acted as mediator; and 
no man could have been better fitted for the delicate 
^ task. He venerated the law as the instrument of social 
' order ; he venerated the sovereign as the divinely 
appointed agent of authority. He believed that the' 
-King’s rights were independent of law, but that 
^ righteousness, wisdom, and convenience all directed Hm 
to govern according to law* 

, While, thus strengthening his position in State affairs, 
'he found time, in the intervals of civil employment, to 
complete the two books of The Advancemmt of Learning, 
dedicated to the King, published In 1604 James, 
with Ms narrow, superficial vision, and his sclioolmaMs' 
wordy and pedantic philosophy, could not appreciate 
the wide sweep of Bacon’s thought nor its demand for 
firm basis in facts. Hor did any success, attend a 
letter written earlier in the same year to Bord Chancellor 
Ellesmere, urging the encouragement of work on English ' 
'history, ' . , ' 

- ^ Though the value- of his Parliamentary services was'' 
Eno’wn, recognition by office still delayed. In 1604 he 
had been raised from the ranks of unsalaried Learned' 
■'Odunsel to be 'a King’s Counsel by patent, wuth a* salary ’ 
‘M'’£80 a year; but he was not' employed by Govern-' 
'Ment, in the first trial of Raleigh, nor in connection ' 
•Wi^h’;the Gunpowder Plot. In 1606 .he married' Alioe. 
Bainham, the alderman’s daughter, an handsome . 
'HMden/tomy liking,” of whom he had written to' C©c?il 
'.tMeavyeam earlier. ^ Her fortune was, however, inade-' ' 
keep up the magnificent style of living which" 
,:p|'‘ltonasc 0 nee ‘temper demanded — ^a style illustrated hf, ' 
-yredding preparations* Sir Erancis Baeon/’- wrpfe' 
„^'!*'tont6mporary, was- married yesterday to his youfig^ 
in M^ibone Chapd. He was clad^from 'top to to©.; ■ 
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ill pioit*pl6j Sbud hi^tli mado liimsolf and his wife such stord 
of miments of cloth of silver and gold that it draws deep 
into her portion/’ ' His need of promotion was greater' 
than ever, to satisfy his wife’s friends ” as well as to fulfil 
his ovii ambitions. In 1606 the Attomey-GeneralsMji 
fell vacant, and in the consequent shuffling of offices 
Bacon hoped to be made Solicitor-General. He ap- 
pealed to the King, recounting his services and recalling 
his obedience. Once again disappointment awaited him. 
The Solicitor-Generalship did not immediately become 
vacant, and it was not until June 1607, that he re- 
ceived the appointment. It was worth about £1000 a 
year. With this the tide of . fortune at last turned* 

In the following year there fell to liim. the Eegistrar- 
sMp of the Star Chamber, the reversion of ivliich he 
had been given by Burghley nineteen years before. 
This was worth some £1600, and his total income now 
amounted, according to his owxi estimate, to £4975 a 
year.^ Unluckily, his style of living always moved a 
little in advance of his fortune ; he still needed more 
money, imd the success so long delayed had little 
savour ; perhaps he vaguely felt its vanity, perhaps it 
was only that he had time to feel tired. I have found 
now tmee, upon amendment of my fortune, disposition 
to melancholy and distaste. . , , Upon my Solicitor’s 
place I grew indisposed and inclined to superstition* 
How ... I find a relapse into my old symptoms, as I was 
wont to have it many years ago.” 

Immediately after his appointment as Eegistrar to 
the Star Chamber he used the leisure of a week in the 
Long Vacation to Jot down refiections and notes on the 
; ' matters occupying his mind,_ personal, political, and 
f,v; philosophical. These memoranda {Commentarms 8ol- 
\ were intended solely for his private convenience, '"t' 

and offer a record as naked and unself conscious as the 
Eepys.. Ihe personal notes are naturally- |ihe 
most mteresting.; ' mffah of the matter of. those, dealing ' ' '' 
philosophical problems or with affairs of State found ; > 
mord' careful expression in published work- 
• ."ff , ' i- ' . * About m modern money ■ ' 
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BmojfQ work as Solicitor-Greneral does not .cal for 
detailed comment. Ha discharged Ms ■ legal duties 
with very great ability, displaying' wideband exact 
knowledge of the law,, and Interpreting it 'liberally. 
Indeed, his readiness to sacrifice the letter to, the spirit 
brought him into frequent conflict with Coke, who 
was still more learned in law, and who carried precision 
into pedantry. Bacon prepared reports on the Penal 
Laws, striking in the lucidity of their presentment of 
facts and wise in their recommendations for reform. 
He set his face resolutely against duelling ; later, as 
Attorney-General, he continued this attack on an evil 
custom, and obtained a decree from the Star Chamber 
making a challenge to a duel, even if not accepted, a 
punishable offence. He again urged his views on 
Irish affairs, developing his earlier advice. In the 
stormy discussions of the Great Contract^'’ he played 
a useful though thankless part. By this scheme of 
Salisbury's, the King wa>s to surrender certain traditional 
privileges, from which he derived income, including 
those of ''wardship” and "'purveyance” and to 
abandon " impositions ” — arbitrary taxes, unsanctioned 
by the Commons, on imports. In return the Commons 
were to grant the King a sum of at least £500,000 
towards the royal debt, which his extravagance had 
greatly increased, and to promise a further annual 
payment. James acted from the first like a huckster, 
in the end like a sharper, attempting to capture the 
grant, but to delay his concessions until further pay- 
ment; had been extorted. Bacon had to appear as the 
friend of both sides, championing the Commons as 
their spokesman, and aiding the King’s cause as his 
servant. Ha worked zealously and skilfully to give the 
best possible form to a scheme which he did not like, 
and to find ground for a settlement by mutual accom- 
modation. Though he affirmed the privileges of the 
King, he urged the wisdom of compromise. But the most 
^MIM handling could not save the scheme ; it^ was fore- 
doomed toiailure by James’s arrogance^ and dishonesty. 

In ail the pressure of legal and political work Bacon 
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never lost sigM o£ his plans for the new fonnclation of 
knowledge* About 1607 he wrote the dissertation on 
things IliqugM and seen, Oogitata et fiaa, setting forth 
Ms reflections on the evidence of his experience; and 
in 1609 his antipathy to tradition found outlet in a 
brilliani? though unbalanced attack on the classic philo- 
sophies, B^rg%tio PMlosopMarum. A letter to his 
friend Andrewes, with the^MSv of the first-named work, 
explains Bacon’s motive in writing these fragments — ^to 
crystallize his thoughts in essays later to he superseded 
by a complete and ordered treatise, the Great Insiaura- 
tim : I send you some of this vacation’s fruits ; and 
, thus much more of my mind and purpose. I hasten 
not to publish; perishing I would prevent, I 

am forced to respect as -well my times as the matter*' 
For with me it is thus, and I think with all men in my 
case : if I bind myself to an argument, it loadeth my 
mind ; but if I rid my mind of the present cogitation, 
it is rather a recreation. This hath put me into these 
miscellani^ ; which I propose to suppress, if God give 
me leave to write a just and perfect volume of pMl- 
osopliy, which I go on with, though slowly,’’ 

WMIe Bacon was thus labouring mth faithful love in ' 
Ms self-appointed -service of knowledge and truth, events 
were preparing wMch plunged Mm more deeply and 
more discreditably into affairs. In May 1612, Salisbury 
died. From, this date,” writes Dc^an Church, dames 
passed ’from government by a minister, who, whatever 
may have been Ms faults, was laborious, public-spirited, 
and a statesman, info Ms own keeping and into the hands 
of favourites, who oared only for themselves. With Cfecil 
fBord Salsbury]' ceased the traditions, of 'the daysfof , 
Elizabeth and Burghley, in many ways evil and cruel 
foaditions, but not ignoble and sordid ones ; and Jam«' 
Was left without -the stay, and also without the check, 
which GeciPs had been to UmP ' Bacon at oiice ■ . 
dliewd Sng: Ms’ services . as ' political adviser, . urgiipg' 

•'Special qualifii^ations' to mediate between ‘ 
Though no man' can say tat I 
perempto^^ royalist, yet every maii>' 
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makes me 'believe that I was never one hour out of 
..^eredit.^..'With....the .llOl3,se/^ ■ -Mndfiih* doubtless,, 

Baconls tisefiilness in the debates 'On the. Great, Contract, 
James accepted the offer. The series of papers which 
Bacon accordingly prepared is admirably characterized 
by Professor" S. fe. Gardiner; "t^^-ere is in them too 
much respect for mere management, and too strong an 
inclination to regard the opposition to the King as in 
the main pei\sonaL Yet, on the whole, the ground they 
take is unassailable. There is to be no more bargaimbg 
between king and subjects. The King is to show Ms 
determination to lead in the right direction, and to be 
content to wait until his subjects are prepared to follow. 
He is not to press for supply, but to wait until the 
Commons are sufficiently impressed with his devotion 
to the nation to offer him all that he needs. ... To 
carry out this progi*amme would have been to avert 
the evils of the next half-century. No one to whose 
mind the history of that half-century is present can 
agree with those numerous writers who^ speak of Bacon s 
political work as inferior to Ms scientific. He was the 
one man capable of preventing a catastrophe by antici- 
pating'’ the demands of the age. ■ y * P^rhappil^^,- he 
could not procure acceptance for his political ideas. 

' 'As the gulf gradually' widened ' between James and ’ 
Parliament, , it became increasingly difficult to reconcile 
obedience to ' the King vith true service of the State. 
-By Ms declarati'on of belief in Divine Right, Bacon had 
already pledged himself to the ..King’s service. He 
strengthened his bonds by pressing’ for new office. 

■ With the death of Salisbury, who had always stood in 
MS' way, Bacon’s hopes rose higher. His enmity SaMs- 
bury found expression in letters to the King criticizing 
and'^blaining Salisbury’s policy, accusing Mm of. thwarting 
the ' King’s "purposes, and offering ^ his ovn obsequious 
service in whatever post the King might confer on him : 

I ' will be ready as a chessman to be wherever your 
Majesty’s royal hand shall set mei’ • Bacon had reason 
enough' to dislike Salisbury ; but sympathy is alienated 
by the , contest bet%veen Ms ' repeated ' professions .-of , 
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tinboiinded devotioii to Salisbury during Ms life, and 
this bitter eensure as soon as he could no longer reward 
or punish. Dean Church throws out the suggestion 
that James may have “disclosed something of his 
dead servant which showed his unsuspected hostility 
to Bacon.’’ More probably Bacon’s enmity was long 
cherished; but with Salisbury in power Bacon had 
nothing to gain by an open quarrel, and might hope 
for reward if his battering protestations could gain belief. 
It is the method of Machiavelli again ; and again we 
must infer a weakness in Bacon’s moral constitution. 

Once more Bacon had to endure disappointment 
before he gained promotion ; but, though James 
valued Bacon’s wise advice on high principles of govern- 
ment little more than his plans for the advancement 
of learning, he could appreciate his skilful and not 
over-scrupulous service in Parliament. The Attorney- 
Generalship fell vacant, and Bacon received the appoint- 
ment on October 27, 1613. He had hoped for this 
very appointment, under Essex’s patronage, twenty 
years before. For twenty years he had been driven 
and tossed between hope and disappointment. For 
twenty years he had spent himself in true and worthy 
service, and had intrigued deviously for the reward 
which merit alone did not gain. Intending to make his 
lower ambitions serve his highest ideals, in twenty years 
he had learnt to subordinate the higher to the lower^ 
to make a necessity of what should have been merely a 
convenience. , Shaping his conduct consistently towards 
certain ends, he had groTO increasingly careless of 
the means ; guiding his life by the . standard of reason, 
he had grown callous to the better half of human nature. 

' Measured’ by his early hopes the success he had 
gained at fifty-two was failure. He had dreamed of 
serving his country greatly as adviser of a great ruler ; 
instead, he had captured the xmcertain favour of the 
least royd- of 'kings by flattering his weaknesses > and 
,,werying fiis:-prejpdices. He^ had dreamed of subduing 
nature to' ‘the service of man ; as yet he had suoceededt ' 
’:bnly;''in-'ah^owing forth' the^ plan of his campaign. 
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i Blit tlio supreme' tragic possibility of bis. career was 
' averted ; 'he was not content. He knew that Ills true 
work was still to be done. 

i.. Sir Sidney Lee mutes c-*'' Bacon deliberately chose 
the worser way. He abandoned in practice th,e last 
‘ shreds of his political principles ; be gave^ up all hope 
of bringing about an accommodation on lines of ri^t 
and Justice between the King and the people. He 
made up his mind to remain a servant of the Crovm, 
with the single and unpraiseworthy end of benefiting 
his omi pocket.” This is not even just to Bacon, 
whose career deserves some pity as well as justice. 
The mean, selfish motives of his obsequiousness to 
James cannot be denied ; but with them were mingled 
high motives. Bacon believed that the abuse of royal 
power was a less evil than the subjection of the royal 
power to the will of the people. He despised^ and dis- 
trusted the people ; he believed in the divine right 
of the King. His ideal wus government by the King 
in conference mth the best councillors — especially 
‘ with Francis Bacon ; but if the King refused ' the best 
advice, Bacon probably felt that duty both to King 
and ^State obliged him'' to make the best of w^hatever 
action the King actually proposed. If things were 
bad in spite of his efforts to restrain and modify and 
> : direct the King’s schemes, they ■’would have been worse 
if he had removed his influence altogether. Possibly 
V; a greater statesman might have been strong enough to 
;■ . dominate James ; but Bacon’s 'failure to do that does 

not constitute deliberate choice of the ivorser way.” > 
And in the strange, many-coloured web of Bacon’s 
’ i!';' motives, inseparably interwoven with the tarnished- 
shreds of selfish desire for place and wealth and power, 
shines undimmed and unbroken the golden thready of 
■ • his noble philosophical ambition : to lead men ^ to 
approach with humility and veneration to unroll the 
volume of Creation, 'to linger and meditate therein,. 

’ and with minds washed clean from opinions to study 
it in purity and integrity.” ' . ^ . 

';'/A The/ story of the ' prosperous years whiQh foliowea - 
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Baoon^s appomtment to the Attorney-GeEeraHiip may 
be told wy . briefly* It slieds no new light on Ms 
character, but' adds fresh evidence of good and bad 
qualities alike* In matters where his judgment and 
action were untrammelled by consideration of James 
and his favourites, Bacon filled Ms new office most 
worthily* With the King’s support, he continued his 
attack on duelling* He prepared a “ proposition,” un- 
luckily not accepted, for the reform of tJie laws, tending 
consistently to sim|)licity and practical utility. In 
political matters, he steadily supported James in his 
assertion of his prerogative, but advised tactful treat- 
ment of Parliament, and compromise on non-essentials. 
The claim wMch his usefulness gained on the King’s 
confidence he safeguarded and strengthened by careful 
conciliation of the favourites. He bribed and flattered 
the infamous Somerset. Wlien the brighter star of 
Villiers arose, he offered homage in terms which recall 
tliose inspired by his early hopes from Essex. 

As with Essex, as for a brief time with James, so now 
with Villiers, Bacon’s longing for a worthy patron seems 
to have blinded his judgment. The rapid and unchecked 
rise of Villiers from title to title, until as Duke of 
Buckingham he was the greatest power in the State, may 
well have captured Bacon’s imagination ; and he lost no 
time in attaching himself to the man who swayed the 
King. Buckingham, on his side, felt enough admiration 
for Bacon to value his flattery, though not enough, as 
Bacon soon .found, to listen patiently to his advleo. 
Fortune seemed now to play into Bacon’s hands. He 
was named' to the Priv3r Council. He saw Ms old enemy 
Coke disgraced, and dismissed for resistance, at once 
arrogant and courageous, to a royal mandate trenching 
^ qn the privfleg« of the Court of the King’s Bench, in , 
! 'March 1017,, by Buckingham^ influence, he was pro:* 
mdted'^td' the -Mghest- legal office, the Lord Keepership 
Great '"Seal thus at last he gained Ms father*^ 
I'pffidh axuJ'pfficial residence, iSucoeeding to Ms birthplace, 

justified Ms promotion; ‘His. 


c 
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speech on first taking his seat in Chancery proclaimed 
a ' new order of the ' administration of jnsticej strict, 
impartial, responsible, and prompt. Later we sliall 
discuss his breaches of the rules he laid dowm for him- 
self ; here it must simply be recorded that he followed 
customs which he himself condemned: he accepted 
money from suitors, he did not venture to ^protest 
when Buckingham wTote to Mm to influence his judg- 
ments. Even ill these respects he was better than most 
of his- predecessors, though far below* Ms own ideal. 
In sense of responsibility and willingness to give judg- 
ment on cases which a weaker man would have shirked, 
and above ail in indefatigable energy he excelled 
aH^ ' Ms predecessors. He recognized alilre the ^ cost 
and vexation of dday, and the dangers of hurried judg- 
ment, and met both evils by lengthening Ms days 
session and his term. By this means 'he wiped oft m a 
single month the very considerable arrears of cases winch 
■bad accumulated during Ms predecessor’s illness ; and 
oMy^once was Ms Judgment reversed. 

But good work w^as no guarantee of continued pros-^ 
perity ; Bacon held, his office ‘subject to the power by 
which he had gained it~the favour of Buckingham. 
Once he ‘ so far forgOt his. dependence as to urge un-, 
welcome' advice on his patron, and' to act in its spirit. 
The circumstances are particularly interesting. Bacon B 
old enemy, O^ke, scheming towegain place, recogmzed^ 
the supreme importance of gaining Buckingham s sup- 
port.' To buy it he consented to M’s daughter s marrmga 
'to 'the favourite’s worthless brother, Sir 'John Villiers, 
and agreed, far more unwillingly, to pay over a hand- 
some do'wry. His wife, the Lady Hatton whom Bacon 
had once wooed, objected to the match and being" a 
lady, of extremely independent, will,, secluded the giii* 
Coke 'found his daughter’s hiding- place, and with Ms 
sons and servants attacked it, broke in and carried her 
pii. 'Lady Hatton appealed to Bacon for help. He 
did not know ‘that Buckingham; .was. particularly in-. 
. terested, and that the King ■ approved of : the mafoM 
.His instinct ’was naturally to ; take' the. side agaiiist 



x-etum fox' Ms favours, was furious ; and the King him- 
self wrote sharply rebuking Bacon. In fear of losing 
his office and stultifying his hopes in the moment of 
their fulfilment, Bacon made abject submission ; and 
when Buckingham accepted his apologies and mollified 
James’s anger, he grovelled in professions of grateful 
devotion which offend against the merest decency of 

“My ever best Lord, now better than Yourself 

Your lordship’s, pen, or rather pencil, hath pourtrayed 
towards me such magnanimity and nobleness and true ‘ 
kindness, as methinketh I see the image of some ancient 
virtue, and not anytMng of these times. It is the line 
of my life and not the lines of my letter, that must 
express my thankfulness ; wherein if I fail them, God 
fail me, and make me as miserable as I think myself • 
at this time happy by this reviver, through his Majesty’s ' 
singular clemency and your incomparable love and i 
favour. • . : 

£ thus was to sign away all independence J 

Mr the time of Buckingham’s supremacy. Henceforth f 
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««ain became urgent, he did not entirely abandon Ma 
Sier attitude; and either from principle or policy 
supported the abolition of the most flagrant 
poles. But he listened to cringe to 
Ixiting that he had spoken somewh^ J 

^stress that strove, but yet as one _ that would be 
overeomen.” Services such as these gained the rmvard 
not to he won by statesmanship or learning, iluee 
montlis after his submission to Buckingham he received 
the fuU dignity of Lord ChanceUor ; in July 1618, he 
was raised to the peerage as Baron Verulam, and in 
January 1621, received the title of Viscount St. Albans._ 
It is painful to chronicle the degradatiori of a great 
man; wnth relief we turn to toe other direction or 
Bacon’s activity. While toe politician was serving tne 
TCinp; and his favourites, and securing at last the outward 
and temporary symbols of honour, toe philosopher w’as 
still labouring for his dearer sovereign Knowledge, and 
establishing his title to enduring honour. In IW^ 
appeared a new, enlarged edition of toe Sssays. to 
1620, after some twelve years’ labour, he published the 
Qrganu 7 n—th.& “ new instrument ” for the ad- 
vancement of learning and the conquest of nature ^his 
most important philosophical work. 


CHAPTER IV 

, maoN jusTD JiJMES i. : tee dats.oe ADVEESinr , 

Beneath all the particular causes of dispute between 
James and his Parliaments lay a fundamental difference 
in principle. James believed in his divine right, and 
claimed to govern entirely according to his own will. 
He regarded every concession as a matter of favour or 
convenience. Parliament, on the contrary, asserted wuto 
increasing vigour its right to legislate for toe needs of 
toe State, and refused to recognize toe royal prerogative 
as above the law. tJnder Elizabeth the struggle had 
been restrained by external dangers, by Elizabeto’s 
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.personal popnlarlty, and by her acute political sense, 
mhioli led her to grant as graces those concessions which 
Parliament regarded as essential and seemed disposed 
if necessaiy to force from her. Now no nrgent external 
danger threatened ; James was personally unpopular, 
and singularly devoid of political sense. He stirred 
np opposition by his prating arrogance, then taught 
it its ovm power by his shiftiness and weakness. 
For as long as possible, Bacon tried to harmonize the 
assumptions of the King and the demands of Parlia- 
ment. When it became impossible, he threw in his 
lot with the King, not merely from interest, but from 
his royalist principles. The long struggle had begun, 
which was to end in the armed rebellion of Parliament 
against the King, a rebellion which would have shocked 
Bmoiis deepest political feelings. His wisdom might 
have moderated or even averted the final conflict, but 
his advice was ignored. Thus, half from conviction, 
half from necessity, he acted as agent of a poBcy which 
provoked its own ruin ; and he fell first victim to the 
forces which later attacked Buckingham and at last 
brought a king to the block. 

The Parliament which met in January 1621 was not 
hostile to Bacon personally. Its chief immediate 
grievances were the extravagance of the King* and 
the evils consequent on favouritism ; and amongst 
these evils the most prominent was again the abuse 
of monopolies, unjustly granted and oppressively en- 
forced. , The rascally extortions of Buckingham’s 
creatures,,- Micheli and Mompesson, drew attention to 
the whole system, and roused feeling too strong' to be 
satisfied by the punishment of these two minor rogues. 
Buckingham, the real source of - offence, evaded attack 
by professing zeal for the proposed reforms. As scape- ' 
goats remained the referees who sanctioned the patents, 
of whom Bacon was the most important. The attack. 

, upon them waa urged by Coke, now the chief ■ power in. 
the,;Pohunons,-and by Sir Lionel Cranfield, a - self-made 
' tr^esman who had risen to be Master of the Wards,, . 
:,;«djhad gaiuM- considerable influence as ohampioir of 
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economy. Coke’s teniparamentaLaiitipatby for Bacon 
' iiaci been lieigbteiied by 'several 'disputes' before the 
game turned in Bacon’s 'favour-; Bacon’s shares in his 
discharge from the Chief Justiceship 'had kindled it 
into hatred. Cranfield, as Master of the Wards, had 
come into conflict with Bacon over the Jurisdiction of 
their respective Courts,, and Bacon’s unconcealed con- 
tempt had made of him another bitter enemy. Among 
the Lords the need for reform was urged by another- 
enemy of Bacon, Southampton, who had not forgotten' 
Bacon’s share in Essex’s death and his own imprison- 
ment. The reformers Justly attacked the referees, and ' 
raised such strong feeling against them, among the Lords 
as well as the Commons, that James finally followed 
Buckingham’s lead, and disclaimed all responsibility 
for their action. But Coke, Cranfield and Southampton 
saw the opportunity of satisfying private vengeance 
while serving public justice. Their reforming purpose 
could well be served by bringing to book the most im- ’ 
portant offender ; and it suited Buckingham and James 
admirably that attention should be diverted from the 
general question to the sins of the Chancellor. 

Bacon had seen the matter narrowing down to a legal 
issue, on .which, with the King’s support in defence of 
the royal prerogative, he might hope to baffle Ms 
enemies. “ Modicm fide! quare dubitasti ?-—Why didst 
thou fear, 0 thou of little faith ? ” he wrote to his friend 
-Matthew in March. But the direct' danger wm the ' 
least ; indirectly the discredit thrown on him by the 
inquiry into monopolies laid him open to a more deadly 
attack. In February, the Commons in their reforming 
zeal had appointed, as w^ell as the committee on grievances 
which had raised the question of monopolies, a committee 
to inquire Into abuses in the Courts of Justice, Con- 
fident in his effor'ts for reform and as -yet not suspecting 
, any personal 'attack, Bacon had welcomed the inquiry,- 
“ willingly consenting that any man 'inight speak any- 
thing of his Court.” Some abuses still remaining "were 
' brought to light, and ChurchiE, a Obancery official who 
had Been discharged for extortion,- TOlunteered adverse 
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evidence. - As it grew clear that in the matter of mono- 
polies Bacon ’was to he the scapegoat of the referees, 
dissatisfied snitors began to venture personal chai^ges 
against him as, a Judge. On March l4th one Aubrey 
accused Mm of accepting a bribe. Instantly he^ saw 
his danger, though he still had no suspicion of its extent. 
He recognized that an attack was intended against him 
as an individual ; and though probably his profession 
of conscious integrity was sincere, he knew that some 
ugly evidence could be collected against him. Your 
Lordship spoke of Purgatory/’ he wi*ote to Buckingham 
that same day. I am now in it, but ray mind is in a 
calm,; for my fortune is not my felicity. I know I 
have clean hands and a clean heart. . . . But Job him- 
self, or w'hosoever was the Justest judge, by such hunt- 
ing for matters against him as hath been used against 
me, may for a time seem foul, specially in a time wheii 
greatness is the mark, and accusation is the game/’ 

Other similar charges followed Aubrey’s, and the 
Commons invited an inquiry by the Lords. Bacon, 
too ill to appear in his place, begged for time to answer 
his accusers and for the opportunity of cross-examining 
witnesses. It was ominous that their non-committa! 
reply was moved by his enemy Southampton. The 
Lords apj)ointed three committees to examine witnesses, 
thus becoming prosecutors in the case they were to 
judge. 

'Bacon withdrew to Gorhambuiy, where he lived in 
all his usual pomp, and preserved the appearance of 
confidence ; but liis nerve was shaken by ill-health and 
anxiety. , On April 10th he drafted his will the famous 
opening wwds show how in this bitter hour, when Ms 
.countrymen stood against him, and pomp seemed an 
empty mockery/ bds confidence in his, greatness remained 
fern : I bequeath my soul to God alive, by the obla- 
tion of my Saviour. My body to be buried obscurely. 
My name to'llie next age and to foreign nations/’ ' The 
same mixtuic of' sincere if limited religious feeling and 
of c^lf-justification appears in the prayer whiqh- he 
. wrote at this time— rather a stately apology and defence 
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' tlmn a prayer — confessing in general - terms ,his weak* 
nessesj con^dently professing his good deeds, and accept- 
ing with dignity the chastisements of adversity. 

Baring the days before the definite statement of the 
charges against him, Bacon considered his defence. He 
could not deny that he had accepted bribes, bnt he did 
deny, probably truly, that he had ever perverted Justice 
in consequence. Certainly in the three most prominent 
cases, he had decided against the -suitor who had bribed 
him. Such action was entirely in accord with Bacon^s 
character. No man ever strove more persistently, and 
ivith less sense of inconsistency, to serve ^ Ood and 
Mammon. He cherished a high ideal of justice, and 
actually carried out many salutary reforms in its adminis- 
tration ; but the temptation of profit sanctioned by 
custom was too strong for a nature which replaced a 
moral code by a utilitarian ethical system. Like most 
intellectual gymnasts, Bacon was an adept at climbing 
•over, or wriggling under, an awkward moral fence ; he 
could get to the other side of it, and yet be able to tell 
himself that he had not broken through. He profited 
by the bribe, and Justice did not suffer ; then the bribe 
became a mere gift, a perquisite which folly paid and 
wisdom pocketed and ignored. It is even possible that 
the moral difficalty simply did not exist for him. In a 
memorandum of considerations which he wished to lay 
* 'before the -King, he distinguishes 'between “bargain or 
contract for reward to pervert Justice ’’ and the accept-^ - 
anee of a bribe “when the cause- is really ended.”' 

' “ For the first,” he declares, “ I take myself to be as 
innocent as any born upon St. Innocent’s Bay, in my 
. heart. . . . For the last, I conceived it to be no fault.’* 

On April 17 th the committees' presented a list ^ of 
twenty-eight definite charges against him. Hie King 
would not or could not intervene, and Buckingham 
had -already abandoned him in a convenient, sudden 
access of morality,, as cynical as cowardly — “ with so 
'bad a case, he could have no sympathy.” In the sub- ^ 
, sequent proceedings, however,' Ifeckingham had the 
, '-grace , to advocate the acceptance,, of his submission. 
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and to vote against Mb sentence. When Bacon knew 
the details of the. charges he abandoned hope of defence. 
Instead of , standing the trial he had begged, and ^at- 
tempting to make nnt at least a case in extenuation, 
he attempted to avoid detail, confessed himsel guilty 
on the ghnerai charge, and implored “ a benign inter- 
pretationi’ Old hostilities told against him now. 
Coke kept up the fury of the Commons ; and when the 
House of Lords seemed wavering towards pity for one 
of its greatest members so fallen, the rigour of the law 
was invoked by Southampton, mindful of Essex’s trial 
and his own, by Suffolk, ■whom Bacon had prosecuted 
for his frauds as Treasurer, and by Howard, Suffolk’s son. 
His submission was refused ; he was ^ forced to reply on 
each separate charge, and on May Srd he was condemned* 
This High Court doth adjudge : 

1, Tliat tke Lord Yiseount St Alban, Lord Cbancellor of 
England, shall undergo fine and ransom of forty 
thousand pounds. 

S. That he shall be imprisoned in the , Tower during the 
King’s pleasure. 

S. That he shall for ever be incapable of an office, place or 
employment in the State or Commonwealth. 

4- Tliat he shall never sit in Parliament, nor come within 
the verge of Court.’’ 

Thus in' the fulness of time the man who had de- 
eia'imed justly and unmercifully against the crime of 
Essex suffered just and unmerciftil sentence 'under 
circumstances <&amatically resembling those under 
which Essex was condemned. Essex acted criminally, 
but without criminal'intent ; Bacon himself had pressed 
foir sentence on the deed, brushing aside the plea of- 
extenuating circumstances, and urging the consequence 
te the State. Similarly, Bacon acted criminally without ^ 
criminal intent ; ■ Ms action had corrupted the springs" 
•pi .justice as' Ifesex’s action had threatened the fouUr-- 
idatidn'of the State, and no plea of inadverteilce„pr: ’ 
d^orapce pould avail .either. In both- cases, -’though.’: 
/punishment wm demanded by justice,’ it’ was. epswed; 
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a-nd accelerated ' and aggravated ■ by the ' 'laalice ' of 
personal enemies, 'In both 'oases the cnlprit acknow'- 
ledged the Justice of the sentence, though protesting 
iiinocence of the gravest charges on which it was passed. 

Bacon's own summary of his case cannot be improved : 

I was the Jiistest Judge 'that was in England tliese fifty 
years. But it was the Jiistest censure in parliament 
that was these two hundind years.'' The first sentence 
states the conviction which numbed Baeon's' moral 
sense, and let him protest innocence until he learned 
the details of the charges against Mm. Because he 
knew that he was just, he did not recogniiae the evil 
effect on justice of his example. In the second sentence 
speaks the true reformer and patriot, whose ideal of 
the sanctity of justice had found noble expreasion— 
the tragic irony of it! — ^in advice to ^Buckingham. 
“Judges must be men of courage, fearing God and 
hating coveteousness ; an ignorant man cannot, a coward 
dares not be a ,good judge. By no means' be you 
•persuaded to interpose yourself by word or letter in 
any cause depending, or like to be depending, in any 
court of justice, nor suffer any man to do it when you 
•can hinder it. ... If it should prevail, it perverts 
Justice ^ but if the judge be so Just^' and of so undaunted 
courage (as he ought to be) as not to be inclined thereby, 
yet ‘it always leaves a taint of suspicion and prejudice 
behind it. Judges must be chaste as Osesar's wife, 
neither to be nor so much as suspected in the least 
degree unjust.'' 

; In this inconsistency in Bacon's own nature lies the' 
chief explanation of, his sudden abandonment of every 
effort'' to ■ defend himself. The idealist suddenly saw 
the actions of the man of customary morality in their 
true light, and condemned himself before he was con- 
demned by his peers. ' The reformer rejoiced in the 
triumph' of his idea, though it was at the cost of Ms 
mm fall. He illustrates his own theory that ^ every 
living thing is driven by . two forces, ^ the desire for 
' individual good and the desire for the-good o,f the com- 
munity' and that, while the former is the more urgent ' 
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al aoy givea moment,, tlie latter is stronger in its ultimate 
power. This spirit gave Bacon some comfort when 
Ms political hopes lay broken among the ruins of his 
career. Greatness and nobility speak in the opening 
words of his submission to the Lords : In the midst 
of a state of as great affliction as mortal man can endure, 
honour being above life . - . I should begin with the 
professing gladness in some things. The first is that 
hereafter the greatness of a judge or magistrate shall 
be no sanctuary or protection of guiltiness, which is the 
beginning of the golden world. The next, that after this 
example It is like'that judges will fly from anything that 
is in the likeness of corruption as from a serpent.” 

Some of Bacon's critics have found ^new^ matter for 
condemnation in this sudden submission, thinking, it 
merely cowardly., It is trae that other reasons must 
have mingled', with Ms sense of guilt; he may have 
fait that resistance would draw down a heavier punish- 
ment, and that self-abasement might mitigate ' it. 
Mien he had seen the detailed charges he could not 
doubt the issue , he kne'W too well, from many prose- 
cutions which' he 'had liimself conducted, that defence 
was useless before a hostile tribunal. Trial might have 
elicited some, facts’ in his favour, but it would also 
have advertised; the particulars of his shame. Pride 
might have urged a stronger or a worse man to fight, 
.though convinced of his guilt ; Bacon’s pride wm turned 
to shame in its inmost sources by self-condemnation. 

■ ' The sentence was. not enforced in its severity. The 
jSne was remitted. by assignment to trustees ; the “im- 
prisonment in 'the Tower during the Eng’s- pleasure ” 
was satisfied by a few dreadful days ; and after two 
y^^rs of .pitiful -and persistent entreaty, Bacon gained 
readmission to ''“the verge of court”— that is, per- 
mission, to live. -in Iiondon-*and general pardon. In 
payment for these last favorns, Buckingham, with in- 
cr^Me meanne^j , forced from him ^ the gift of York 
House, the.hQme'to, which he clung with more sentiihbiit 
• than h^' showed Many other connection : York House 
^la^itjke house wheib my father died‘ and where I. first 
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breatliedj aad there will, I yield my last breath, if it so 
please God, and the King will give me leave/’ 

' ' ' As sooiias' Bacon' had recovered from the first' shoe^^^ .I 

of Hs disigrace he began to dirag himself again towards . j| 
t|e foot of the ladder which in forty long years he liad ■ 
cJimhed so toiifnlly, only to be hurled down. No 
catastrophe could destroy his instinct to ^elimb, or his 
passion to serve the State as an administrator* Re- 
peatedly he had acknowiedged that he was fitter to 
hold a book than play a part/’ fitted for nothing so w’-eli 
as the study of Truth ’’ ; repeatedly he had lamented 
multum incola fuit anima mea/’ — my soul hath 
been a stranger in the course of her pilgrimage.” Now 
he could scarcely hope for office high enough to enable 
him to “ gain commandment of more wits than a man’s 
'Own” for, his vast contemplative ends ; and all Ms; ex- 
perience proved that even the highest office, in his 
day and under his King, added little to his power of 
serving knowledge indirectly, while its duties took the 
time that might have been given to direct personal 
service* Still to cling to the old dream proved an 
essential passion for State employment which might 
wear the livery of his other passion, but which indeed 

thev wmderSil;;;.^ 

■ true;'- sons,l,::w|ien":;;e1^^ 
limitation chafed the giant spirit thirsting for eveif 
source of experience, tingling with the desire of conscious 
strength to exercise itself in every kind of .activity^ 
nobly eager to serve fully as well as ambitious to gain 
the whole treasure of living, even the greatest tMnker 
could not be content with a life of meditation ; even to 
found philosophy anew seemed an achievement , in- 
adequate to a man’s whole powers* As a philosopher 
Bacon declared that the life of action is worthier than 
the life of meditation, and he shaped his life in accord- 
ance with this belief. 

' There is thus no reason for surprise, though much for 
pity and regret, in Bacon’s unwearied efforts to re-enter 
the servitude ' from which he had been flung. He had 
longed all through life for 'Sn -opportunity to serve , ■ 






ae . FRANCIS BACON 

tniili diligently ; m angel ^ritli a ffaniing snmxl drove 
him into Ms "Eden, and lie languished for the curse of 
Mb old labour* He addressed appeals at once sincere 
and diplomatic, pitiful in their urgency and adiiiimble 
in their eloquence, to the King, to Buckingham, to 
every friend, even to enemies like, his ungenerous 
successor Bishop Williams and his enemy Craiifield, 
ulierever there seemed hope of serving Ms purpose. 
It was all vain even the change in monarch; even the 
lapse of time 'which had served Suffolk, and which 
served the Somersets and Bacon’s guiltier fellow- 
culprit Bennett, brought no new opportunity for Bacon, 
He never again held even the smallest office ; he was 
never again . admitted to Parliament ; Ms uninvited 
memoranda of advice on State affairs were ignored. , 

But though discouraged in offers of service and 
weakened by frequent illness, he could not be idle. 

It is counted a great bliss for a man to have Leisure 
with Honour.' That was never my fortune. For time 
was, I had 'the Honour mthout Leisure; and Mow I 
have Leisure without Honour. , But my desire is ' 
nmv to have leisure without Loitering, and . , . .to 
yield some fruit of my private life.” With these words 
he sent to Elizabeth of Bohemia a copy of Ms Mistorp' 
of Henry FI/, the -.first fruits of his new labours, coni- , 
pleted in October 1621, and published in the folio-wing ; 
Marche ,In 1622 , turning from “the City'” to “the .• 
Temple,” he .wrote in dialogue form the ' (unfinished) : 
Adveftmmmd tomhin^ a Holy War, advocating the 
Spanish mamage as leading to Joint action of Spain 
and England^ against the Turk. To his Mstorioal work he ; 
added the fragment of a History of Henry FIJI— one : 
morning’s work. He worked on the' Digest of the Lam 
which he had offered to James. “For recreation 'in : 
my- sickneSs^’^: as he wrote in the preface,: he : 
made the -cbEection of Af&pMh&gms New OU' \ 
.published, in-.A624, (dated 1625) ; evidence ' of ^h|s ^ 

„ .^,,.astonishing^.'hpmbi 5 ^^^^ says' Rawley, , “.this coHectidn 

h»'LordsMp,"3h^e,btit of his memory without turning 
Mr ^ hobk;f y-gh of certain Psdma' inM 
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'■ English Ferse, ■written during illness in 1624, and pnWislied 

^ in 1625 witli a dedication to Ms “ very good friend, Mr. 
George Herbert,” deserves mention only as final proof, for 
|i those perverse enough to need It, that Bacon could not 
conceivably have wTitten any of Shakespeare’s verse. 
I; ' ■ Above all he laboured at the third section of his '' great 
ji ' instauration ” qi philosophy, collecting the materials in 
, j! natural history upon which, by ' hiS' method, a new 
'„]j , natural philosophy was to be based. In Hovember 1622 
'I appeared the first part of this section, dealing pvith the 
phenomena of winds (usually cited as Historia Naiur-- 
alia). In the following January appeared tlie “ Account 
of Life and Death ” {Historia vitm et mortis).. 

While thus proceeding with the laborious detailed 
work of the third section, he recast and greatly added 
to the Advancement of Learning, that eloquent survey 
j of the purpose and method of his whole work, and 

: published it in Latin in 1623, as the first volume of Ms 

I collected works : Opera F, Baconis de Yerulamio . . * 

I tomm primus qui continet de Dignitate et Augmentis 

■ Ecientiarum Ubros IX. (usually cited as Be AugwienUs). 

j In these years, too, returning to a conception which 

had long attracted him, he wrote the unfinished 
sketch of the New Atlantis, his ideal State, the home 
of knowiedge. A ‘‘’newly enlarged” edition of his 
Essays in 1625, adding nineteen new essays to the edition 
of 1612, was the last of his works published during Ms 
. lifetime. Other works of these' last years, but none of 
: ’ first-rate importance, were published after his death. ^ - 

Bacon’s last days were spent in a .record of experi- 
■ . meats and alleged facts in natural -history, Splva 

;/;j, ' 'mrum;^ and experiment was the cause of his death. 

^ The title bas been called obscure, but it would be cooipre- 
beasible. to contemporaries. We may quote from Ben Jonaon’s 
exposition of the term sylm, which he used as title for his 
collection of thoughts on men, morals, literature and life. As 
we are commonly used to call the infinite mixed multitude of 
growing trees a wood, so the ancients gave the name of SjIvk — 
Timber Trees — to boohs of theirs in which small works of various . 
'' and diverse ■ matter , were promiscuously brought together 
'.v^' ' (Morley's translation). Bacon’s book presented not only the ■ 
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Tlie circumstance may fittingly be told in the _'«"OTds 
of the next great English philosopher, Hobbes, who 
loieir kiai well during Ms last years. ^ 

" Hie cause of his Lordship’s death w’as trying an 
experiment. As he was taking an air in ^ 

Dn Witherborne (a Scotchman, physician to the hang) 
towards Highgate, snow lay on the 
came into my Lord’s thoughts, -^y flesh migM 
be preserved in snow as in salt. Tliey alighted of 
the coach, and went into a poor womans house at the 
bottom of Highgate Hffl, and bought a hen and made 
the woman exenterate it, and then stuffed the body 
with snow, and my Lord did help to dn it hiniself . The 
snow so chiUed him, that he immediately Mi so ex- 
tremely ill, that he could not return to his lodgings 
(fit GrrsiY^s Inn), Ibut ’WGiit to tli8 Bcirl of Arundoi s 
house at Highgate, where they put him into a good . 
bed warmed with a pan, but it was a damp bed that 
had not been lain in about a year before, which gave 
liim such a cold that in t-Km or three days he died oi 

suffocation.” , „ , 

“The experiment succeeded excellently weU, ne 
told his absent host. Lord Arundel, in a letter apolo- 
gising for his sudden compulsory visit. It was the lirst 
experiment in refrigeration. It made one step towards 
that conquest of Nature by knowledge which was 
Bacon’s dream. So his life ended in humble and. 
faitliM service of knowledge, fulfilling his own precept: 
“ This should men study to be perfect in, and becommg 
again as little children condescend to take the alphabet 
of it into their hands, and spare no pains to search and 
unravel the interpretation thereof, but pursue it 
strenuously and persevere even unto death.” 

“wood” of his own observations and experiments, but material 
collected from other men’s “ woods.” He offered a “ review of 
reviews,” a " collection of ooileotions,” a “ wood of woods. 
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'chapter v ' 

2 : •: ,2 ; bacon’s PHEDOSOPECr 

The sovereignip of man lietb bid in knowledge. How we govern 
nature in opinions, but we are thrall unto her in necessity ; but if 
we could be led by her in invention, we should command her in 
action .” — Praise of Knoidedge, 

A BEIEF statement of Bacon’s ■ philosophy cannot 
attempt treatment of his \Yorks individiialiy. The 
same ideas often reappear (sometimes with some in- 
cohslstency in their expression), and the same purposes 
and principles inform all he OTote, formal treatise or 
essay or occasional fragment. The philosophical works 
may therefore best be treated as a whole ; bnt it is 
convenient first to state the particular position of each 
volume in the general scheme of the Great Insimiration. 
Tlie Advancement of Learning (1605) and its mature, 
developed version, the De Augmentis (1623^) stand some- 
what apart. Tliey set forth the need for, and the 
potentialities of, a new philosophy, and criticize 
accepted ' views and methods; they proclaim the im- 
portance of learning, exhibiting knowledge as the hope 
of mankind, and indicate the direction in which it must 
turn in order truly to serve mankind. The Advancement ' 
was intended', says Bacon, in a simile which he often 
repeated and varied, but as an image in a cioss-w''ay,. 
that may point out the way, but cannot go it.” Its 
later form, De Augmentis, he brought into nearer though 
not integral connection with the Instauration ; “for 
that my book of Advancement of Learning may be some 
preparative, or key, for the better opening of the 
Instauration; because it exhibits a mixture of, new ■ . 
conceits and old ; whereas the Instauration gives the 
new” unmixed, otherwise than with some little aspersion 
of the old for taste’s sake ; I have 'thought good to 
procure a translation of that book into the general 
language, not without great and ample additions and ‘ 
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e'Bricliment tteeoi, esi)ecially in tlie second book, wliicb 
bandietii tlie Partition of Sciences ; in such sort, as I 
hold it may serve in lien of the first part of ^ the Instau- 
ration, and acquit my promise in that part/' 

The second part of the Instaumtion, according to 
the plan prefixed to the Novum Organum^ was to deal 
' with the proper method of interpreting Nature, which 
seemed to Bacon the most important work of all. 
This section is represented by the Novum Organum, 
or hidicatioTis concerning the Interpretation of Nature 
(1620), the most important expression of Bacon's fnnda- 
mental principles. Here are inclnded in their most 
mature form many thoughts stated in the earlier miscel- 
lanies — Temporis Partus Maximus, Valerius Terminus, 
Gogitaia et Filum Ldbyrinthi and minor fragments. 

The third part was to collect material for treatment 
according to the new method : Phmmmena Urdversi, 
or a Natural and Experimental History for ihe^ Con- 
sirmtion of Philosophy. On this he laboured in his 
last years. The fourth section, Scala Intellectus, the 
Ladder of the Intellect, was to record results obtained by 
the new method ; and the fifth, Prodromi, the Fore- 
runners, or Anticipations of the New Philosophy, was 
similarly to record his observations independent of 
the new method. Towards these collections Bacon 
produced no more than prefaces, a few fragments, 
and Incidental passages under other heads.' The Sixth 
and final section he never hoped to complete*. It 
was to embody the new philosophy itself— 

Secunda, or Active Science, the knowledge ultimately 
to be gained when the new method had been applied 
to aE the phenomena of the universe. This _ section 
** placed beyond our power and beyond our hope,” 

: Bacon bequeathed, like his fame, to posterity. 

Perhaps no .great man has suffered so much jErom 
superficial and prejudiced criticism as Bacon ^ and it 
is particularly' unfortunate that so many of those who 
Can, claim merely a bomng acquaintance %?ith his work 
have 'been introduced to it by Macaulay.;'. Thai, 
'doquent' apostle .of the, obvious ’proclaimed ’only 'half 
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the troth alike of Ms character and of fais 'philosophical' 
purpose and achievement. It is tme‘ that Bacon’s 
immediate pMlosopliical , purpose was practical He 
sought to propagate man’s empire over the universe.” 
But that was not all ; his service of lalowledge was to 
serve mankind more loftily than by the mere conquest 
of necessities. He saw in knowledge the interpreter 
of God’s purposes^ To justify the ways of God to 
men it was only necessary to free men’s sight from 
the baffling films of ignorance and misapprehension, so 
that they might see the true nature of the ' w^orks of 
God. We copy the sin of our first parents while we 
sufier for it. ‘ They wished to be like God, but their 
posterity wish to be even greater. . . . For we will 
have it that all things are as in our folly we think 
they should be, not as seems fittest to the Di'vine 
Wisdom, or as they are found to be in fact. ... - 'We 
clearly impress the stamp of our own image on the 
creatures and works of God, instead of carefully examin- 
ing and recognizing in them the stamp of the Creator 
himself. ... If, therefore, there be any humility 
toward the Creator, any reverence for or disposition to 
ma^ify his works, any charity for man and anxiety 
to relieve his sorrows and necessities, any love of truth 
in nature, any desire for the purification of the under- 
standing, we must entreat men again and a,gain to 
discard, or at least to set apart for a wMle, these volatile 
and preposterous philosophies which have preferred 
theses to hypotheses, led. experience' captive, and 
triumphed over the works of God; and to approach 
with humility and veneration to unroll the volume of 
Creation, to linger and meditate therein, and with minds 
washed clean fom opinions to study it in purity' and 
integrity.” ^ ; 

' Two .great conscious purposes thus directed Baeon’^s 
^ Bacoa repeatedly declares ttat the “natural eyidenoes,” by 
which knowledge may prove God's existence, power and goodness, ’ 
. In he ’way trespass on the mysteries of faith, which lie entirely 
beyopd the province of reason. Beligion and’ Philosophy, he says,’ 
'altke'enfer from being commixed together.’^ • 

; I /^;Pre&ce to Speddingh translation. • , 
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Bliilosopiiy : the sfemee of the practical needs of man, 
ind thi service of the highest m man’s inteEect by 
discovery of the true nature of Gods 'srorks. Both 
purposes demanded the same method of labour : 
obedience to nature (naMm parendo mncziwr), careful 
establishment of the exact facts of natural phenomena, 
the penetration to the essential beneath the apparent. 
The execution of the whole task lay beyond the power 
of any one man; Bacon set liimseh only to proclaim 
the inethod which ah should use: “I hold it enough 
to have constructed the machine though I may not 

succeed in setting it on work.” _ 

But a force even, stronger tlia-n tlie most utilita-rjan 
or tlie most idealistic of conscious purposes di’ove Mm 
to work and inspired Ms method : an inborn passion 
for truth, an insatiable hunger for knowiedge. “ For 
myself, I found that I W'as fitted for nothing so well 
as'for the study of Truth ; as having a mind nimble and 
vei‘satile enough to catch the resemblances of things 
(which, is the chief point), and at the same tinie steady 
enough to fix and distinguish their subtler differences ; 
as bmng gifted by nature with desire to seek, patience 
to doubt, fondness to meditate, slowness to assert, 
readiness to reconsider, carefulness to dispose and- set 
In order ; and as being a man that neither affects what 
is new nor admires what is old, and that hates cveiy 
land of imposture. So I thought my nature had. a 
kind of familiarity and relationship with Truth. . . . 
I am not hunting for fame : I have no desire, to- found 
a sect, and to look for any private gain from such an 
undertaking as this, I count both ridiculous and base. 
;feough for me the consciousness of well-deserving, 
and those real and effectual results with which fortune 

itself cannot Merfere.'’ ^ i , 

According to Rawley, Bacon was -dissatisfied} even 
. m an undergraduate, with the Aiistotelian teaching.® 
IBg.nuairel was really less with Aristotle than with 
the:, 'schoiasticism : which claimed Mm as its supreme 
■ Promimm, Speddiug^s touslaMen. _ 
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authority* Surely, like as many substances in nature 
wliicli ^are solid, do putrefy and corrupt into worms ; 
so it is tlie property of good and sound knowledge 
to putrefy and dissolve into a number of . subtle, idle, 
tmwliolesome, and (as I may term them) vermiculate 
questions, wMcli have indeed a kind of quickness of life 
and spirit, but no soundness of matter or goodness of 
qiiaiity. This kind of degenerate learning did chiefly 
reign amongst the schoolmen : who having strong and 
sliarp wits, and abundance of leisure, and small variety 
of reading, but their wits being shut up in the cells of 
a few authors (chiefly ibristotie their dictator) as their 
persons were shut up in the cells of monasteries and 
colleges, and knowing little history, either of nature or 
time, did out of no great quantity of matter and infinite 
agitation of vdt spin out unto us those laborious vrebs of 
learning which are extant in their books. For the wit 
and mind of man, if it work upon matter, which is the 
eontem|>lation of the creatures of God, ’worketli ac- 
cording to the stuff and is limited thereby ; but if it 
work upon itself, as the spider worketh his web, then it 
is endless, and brings forth indeed cobwebs of learning, 
admirable for the fineness of tlmead and work but of 
no substance or profit/^ ^ ' ' 

His contempt for the ^^unprofitable subtility” of 
the^ schoolmen leads him to look with disfavour upon 
their traditional authorities ; but, though he attacks 
Greek philosophers without much discrimination in the 
Eedargutio, he does not escape their influence. (Nat- 
urally it is to Plato that he owes most — ^the chosen i 
philosopher of the Renascence, as Aristotle was of the 
Middle Ages.) He admits their honesty of purf^ose 
and the importance of their goal ; it is their method 
that he challenges : the question between me and the 
ancients is not of the virtue of the race, but of the 
rightness of the way.” Alike in ancient' and in mediseva! 
philosophy, ^deductive methods have led men far away 
hpm facts into vain imaginings. On the other hand 
• the ^ mechanical arts, which are based upon experience^ ' 

; ^ ^ ddmmmmi of Seaming^ Book I. if» 5. ■ 
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liaTO m«ie great progress. _ By their method, the to- 
duofcive, learning could be given a new, linn foundation. 

Purposeful experimeiii} and obserYatioii must replace 

blind tlieorisiiBg. . i 

Thf3 method is to be inductive, ascending to general 
axiom from carefully establisbed facts. The matenal 
upon wlrich it is to work includes all the pbenomena 
of the universe* Paeon complains that there has been 
too much specialization* True knowledge must take 
account of ah types of phenomena must recognize 
that ah branches of learning spring from one trunk ; 
or to use another metaphor, men must ascend irom 
the plains of special studies, where the view is 
limited, to the hilltop of general fundamental principles, 
from which the whole province of Imowledge may be 
surveyed. Accordingly he declares ‘‘ I hewe taken all 
knowledge 'for my province.” In the Advancement of 
Learning, for the convenience of systematic treatment, 
he maps out the ground* . jt 

First, divine learning must be separated txoM 
human karnmig; in the former, reason is merely .the 
handmaid of faith ; it can furnish natural evidences 
of the existence and power and wisdom of God, but it 
cannot disclose His nature ; it can supplement revela* 

■ tion in practical questions of Church government, 
but revelation ^ alone can teach the mysteries of faith 
and the highest moral law* Human learning Bacon 
divides, according as the function exercised is memmj, 
imagination or reason (not a satisfactory basis), into 
Historg, Poesg, and PUlosophy. History records the 
facts of nature (natural history) pr of various directions ot 
human activity (civil, ecclesiastical, and literary history). 
.Under Poesy he includes all imaginative work whether in 
‘ prose or verse* , It is nothing else but feigned history* 

< He allows that. poesy serveth and conferreth to mag- 
■'nanimity, morality, and delectation,”^ but regards it 
i chiefly as a. papular forerunner of learning, and a useml 
aid to the historian and the orator* ” Bis not^good to 
. stay too long in the theatre,” His^tlireefold dmpon ol 
r poesy into namtive, representative apd aEusiye, is 
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HOt satisfactory from a,iiy point of' Tiew.. He seems to 
prefer tlie “ aliiisiTe or parabolical — ^that is, didaetic 
narrative, especialjy allegory. (We recommend this 
preference to the notice of supporters of the Bacon- 
S'lia].vOsp«3are tlieory.) He misses the true value of 
poetry In exercising and developing the imagination; 
lie does not recognke that, in Sheliey^s words, the great 
instrument of moral good is the imagination ; • . ; 
poetry strengthens the faculty which is the organ of 
the moral yiature of nian.’^ He does not even grasp 
the true _ distinction between poetic and historic truth, 
though Sidi'iey, in a charming passage of the 
for Poetry, had reminded its antagonists of Ai'istotle’s 
famous judgment that ‘"poetry is a more philosophical 
■ and a higher thing than history : for poetry tends to 
express the universal, history the particuLard' 

The third division, Philosophy, is the most important 
to Bacon. Again he distinguishes three branches, ac- 
cording to the ^ object contemplated. “In philosophy 
the contemplations of man do either penetrate unto 
God, or are circumferred to nature, or are refiected or 
iwerted upon himself. Out of which several inquiries 
therti do arise three knowledges, Divine philosophy, 
Natural philosophy, and Human , , philosophy or 
Humanity. For all things are marked and stamped 
■with this triple character, of the power of God, the 
difference of nature, and the use of mam’’ i\ll tlie>se 
must be approached by “ a main and cominon way,” 
“one universal science, . . . primitive or summary 
philosophy,” though later they diverge as branches 
spread from a cornnion stem. 

Divim philosophy he dismisses in two brief but eloquent 
paragraphs. “ The bounds of this knowledge are, that it 
sufficetli to convince atheism, but not to inform religion.” 

N0wal philosophy falls under two heads: “the 
-inquisition of causes, and the production of effects..;.,,, 
speculative and operative ; natural science and natural ■ 

- prudepee.” ' These are closely connected, but need 
’ separate ' treatment “ because all true and fraitM ‘ 
natural philosophy hath a double scale or ladder, . . . 
h: . ' , . M 
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ascending from experiments to the invention of causes, 
and descending from causes to the invention of new 
experiments.” Naiuml science he divides into Phystc 
and Mefaphysic, carefully explaimng that he uses the 
latter term in a new sense, applying it, like Physic, to 
natural objects: “Physio should contemplate that 
which is inherent in matter, and therefore transitory ; 
and Metaphysic that which is abstract and fixed. . . . 
Physic handleth the material and efficient causes; 
Metaphysic the formal and .final causes.” Here the 
Advancement anticipates the doctrine of essential 
‘•^forms’’ in things, determining their properties yet 
distinct from them, later developed in the Novum 
Organum ; to this we shall return. Tinder Metapliysic 
he includes mathematics. The most interesting point 
in the subdivision of Natural Prudence is that he gives 
the third place, after “experimental” and “philo- 
sophical ” sections, to “ magical ” ; dismissing “ credu- 
lous and superstitious conceits” but acknowledging 
“true natural magic, which is that great libei-ty and 
latitude of operation which dependeth upon the know- 
ledge of forms.” “ Magic ” is thus the practical appli- 
cation of “ metaphysic,” dealing with objects according 
to their hidden ultimate properties instead of according 
to their properties as directly perceived. The l^na- 
scenoe instinct for the infinite catches alike at mediaeval 
mystic doctrine and the “ idea ” teaching of Plato. 
Here, for an instant, Bacon strangely touches hands 
with Paracelsus. 

Human pMlosophy Bacon divides according as its 
object is the individual or society. He distinguishes, 
in the former, between the science dealing with the 
body, and that dealing with the mind. The latter 
includes lx»th p^chology and ethics, but the <Hstinc- 
tion is not closely observed, and in neither section are 
thp subdivisions exhaustive. The science of the body 
is slih mere loosely subdivided into “Medicine, Cos- 
metic, Athletic, Sensual Arte.” In the first and most 
important subsection he notices particularly the ^ps 
in, contemporary knowtedge of anatomy. , 
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This detailed survey of the field of knowledge discovers 
deficiencies and f3iTors in every part. To supply and 
correct these, to gain the insight into nature’s order 
which constitutes both knowledge and power, the pfiilo- 
soplier must observe three conditions : he must criticize 
and correct his perceptions, conceptions, infer- 
ences ; lie must draw his material from experience, 
and here systematic experiment and observation are 
needed, not mere reference to a chaos of facts ; and 
he must not generalize rashly, but must proceed step by 
step from the particular statement of fact, based on. 
experience, to the general principle. 

The philosopher is bound, in Ms observations, to use 
Ms senses ; in his reasoning, to use Ms intellect. His 
fii*st step, therefore, must be to ensure that sense and 
intellect do their work perfectly. Through both error 
creep into the result. The senses are imperfect 
instruments. The eye, for example, fails to observe 
bodies extremely small, or in very swift motion, or 
obscured by other bodies, hfone of the senses is capable 
of furnishing exact and full information about physical 
properties. They therefore need the aid of apparatus. 

StiU more dangerous are the inherent faults of the 
. intellect ; and these Bacon discusses repeatedly. 

Facility to believe, impatience to doubt, temerity 
to answer, glory to know, doubt to contradict, end 
to gain, sloth to search, seeking things in words, resting 
in part of nature ; these, and the like, have been the 
things wdiich have forbidden the happy match between 
the mind of man and. the nature of things, and in place 
thereof have married it to vain notions and blind ex- 
periments'” {Praise of Knowledge). Some of the defects 
here named are mentioned again in the catalogue of 
^^peccant humours” in thB Advancement. In the Delmeatio 
he lays down that the mind must he cleared of false ideas 
both borrowed and innate. These ideas are due to the 
- imperfection of the mind, and at the same time constitute 
a ^ new imperfection. - If the mind were a perfect 
mirror it would reflect correct images ; but, since it is 
uneven^ or “like an enchantec|, glass [i.e. a distorting 
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mirror] Ml of ■saparstition and imposture’* it gives 
false ' refleoliom These false reflections Bacon calls 
idols of the mind,” borrowing a Platonic term which 
the Nmm Organum later made classical in Eiiglish* An 
idol is &at, the distorted image of an object in contrast 
\with the true image of its essential natin^ej the diTiiic 
idea”^ of it, which would be given by the “even 
mii-Tor” of a perfect understanding* In the Novum 
Orgunum, where this doctrine of “ idbls ” or “ phantoms 
of the mind” is developed with admirable acuteness 
and originality, the term carries a further sense* The 
“ idol ” is not merely the false reflection ; ^ it is also 
that imperfection in the mirror which falsifies the re- 
flection, that inherent defect of the mind which unfits it 
to form correct images ; it is a cause as well as an effect. 
Of such tendencies to error iiaherent in ^ the under- 
standing, Bacon distinguishes four types : idols of the 
tribe, of the cave or den, of the market-place, of the 
theatre (idola tribus, specus, fori, theatvi)* “ The idols 
of 'the tribe have their foundation in human nature 
itself, in the very tribe or race of men,” Such are 
above all the illusions of the senses ; further, the , 
tendency to Judge too hastily, to cling ^ to agreeable 
beliefs in spite of facts, and to give credit to 'affirma- 
tive rather than negative evidence ; the anthropo- 
morphic conception of the universe ; and the associated 
, instinct to see purpose in the processes of ^ nature (by 
analogy with human action) instead of considering them 
merely in thO' mechanical relation of cause ^and effect. 
The remedy 'in' objective treatment of phenomena ; 
the pMlosopher must not attempt to bring nature into 
the narrow Emit of, the mind, by analogy, but must 
extend his mind to grasp the realities of natee. 

■: The “idols- of- the den” have their origin in the 
, peculiar constitution, mental or physical, of each indi- 
' vidiiai, and also In education, habit and accident ; “for* 

he uses Batons fcetm Mea. bnt not in Plato's sense ^of an 
afestmet .shaping foice, ■ idm is for Bacon the same thing is' 

' ^he|/of»-r*ihe-esientis3^'nate^ of the thing itself, its charaefcet 
- peiieath shifting and iniiSleadi^eg appearances* ^ 
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every one (besides tlie faults be shares mtli his race) 
has a cave or den of his ora, which refracts and dis- 
colours the light of iiatnre.®^ Here come into question 
the individual tendency of . the mind to dwell pre- 
dominantly (with the tliedlogiaiis) on reseinblanceSj or 
(with tlie lawyers) on diferences between things^ instead 
of equaii}?’ on both ; and the habits of thought imposed 
by profession— Aristotle treats the tvorld as a syllogism, 
the cliemlsts find fn it only a laboratory, the physicist 
Gilbert sees it as a magnet. Such errors may in part 
be corrected by comparison with the views of others. 

Most troublesome of all are the idols of the market- 
place/^ which have their origin in language, the necessary 
medium of men’s intercourse. In the Aimncement 
Bacon attacks the “ fantastical learning ’’ of the 
schoolmen because it attached too much importance to 
its expression. Here is the first distemper of learning, 
when men study words and not matter/’ In the 
Nomm Organum his criticism goes much deeper. In 
the very nature of language lies a source of error. A 
word is merely a conventional symbol for some thing, 
either concrete or abstract. The symbol must serve 
many people, each of whom may have a different con- 
■ ception of the thing it represents- ; and since the word 
is property of the multitude, these ’conceptions will 
; often be inaccurate. The significance of a - word is 
therefore vague ; it does not convey an exact and 
- definite image of the thing , it represents. Who ^ can 
define the exact quality denoted severally by the w?'ords . 
' humid, ’ heavy, dense, rare ; or the exact action de- 
noted , severally by the words generate; ' corrupt ? In. 

' some 'cases names are given ev'en to things which do 
not exist ; of this kind are fortune, the primum wofefle, 
|)lanetary orbits, the element of fire, and similar fictions 
which have their origin in false and idle theories/’ The 
mind unconsciously accepts the word as a true symbol, 
aiid the errors of language are thus 'transferred to 
thought ; “ for men believe that their reason governs 
•words ; but it is also true that words react on the mind/® 
The mind works with the' false images given by words 
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Instead of witli the tme images gained by observation and 
experiment. Here the remedy is clear : put no trust ni 
words : set behind the word-symbol to the Ihmgitselt 
Hie “Idols of the theatre ” arise from the mistaken 
dogmas of false systems of philosophy, which are “ but 
so many stage plays, representing worlds of their own 
creation after an unreal and scenic fashion.^ iiiice 
more the remedy lies in w^hole-hearted allegiance to 

experience. ^ . t -i i. 

To recognize these sources of error is aheady to com- 
bat them. And such difficulties are no ground for . the 
abandonment of the task of philosophy : “ the greatest 
obstacle to progress is that men despair and think 
things impossible.” Even the oM, mistaken methods 
have produced some results; from the new method 
everything may be expected. Bacon believes that his 
method of investigation can be applied to all sciences ; 
he develops it in immediate application to the natural 
sciences. Here his aim is determined by the hypo- 
thesis that all the infinitely various^ phenomena of 
nature are due to varying combination of a >small 
number of fixed elementary properties which he calls 
simple natures ” ; such “ simple natures ” are, for 
example, those of warmth, cold, weight, age, death, 
(The ' mixture of examples is consequent on Bacon’s 
assumption that every property which cannot be ana- 
lysed into simpler properties must be a “ simple nature.”) 
^laoh simple nature has its cause, its being and its law^ 
in its form. We must dwell for a moment on Bacon’s 
conception of “forms,” for it constitutes the chief 
difficulty in his system. The Advancement distinguishes 
“ that which is abstract and fixed ” in a property, from 
■ “ th4t which is inherent in matter and therefore transi- 
tory ” ; “ the formal and final causes ” from . “ the 
' material and efficient causes.” The former phrase of 
each' of these pairs defines “form.” The sensible 
effects of the simple nature are simply the manifested 
tibn' of^ a cause ; 'that canse is the “ form.” Heat is; a 
simple' nature’” ; . it' is- the manifestation of vibrations, 
'of a certain type ; these are the “ form ” of heat. ' Thus 
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Bacon identifies “ form and law,’*' meaning By ' , | 
law ” not a general expression of wBat Iiappens, but ' \ 

the being of tiie piieiiomenon in its abstract expres- , | 

sioxi. “The form of, a thing' is the very thing itself, ' I 

and the thing differs . from the form no 'otherwise than ^ | 

as the apparent differs from the real, or the external , • ! 
from the internal, or the thing in reference to man . . | 
from the thing in; reference to the universe.” ! 1 

But the form is not to be separated from the material ; ; I 

it consists in a grouping or motion of small material ' | 

particles. The form of heat is a special kind of motion ; : j 

the form of the cjuality “ white ” is a special arrange- j | 

ment of the particles of material. . | 

The business of natui^ai philosophy m to determine ■ ' I 
these “forms,” limited in number, which cause all ' I 
phenomena. Bacon believes that to know them will ; | 

be to command nature ; for by combining them, exactly | 

knowing each, man will be able to produce whatever 
results he desires. The dream of the alchemist is 
trifiing beside this stupendous and magnificent hope. 

It is true that in so far as Bacon seeks to subdue 
nature to men’s needs, his philosophy is utilitarian; 
but on such a scale utilitarianism catches something of 
the grandeur and glamour of idealism. 

Tile method of investigation prescribed by Bacon is 
systematic induction. The current inductive method, 

“ by simple enumeration,” merely collected instances in 
which the phenomenon mder investigation occurred, 
without any attempt at selection, and generalized from 
these. Bacon demands first as full a taWe as possible of 
these “affirmative instances” (^/.Mill’s “Method of Agree- 
ment”). By this must then be seta table of “negative 
instances,” cases similar to those of the first list in as 
many respects as possible, but not exhibiting the pheno- 
menon in question. Comparison of these tables {cf. 

Mill’s “Joint Method of Agreement and Difference”) 
cuts, out many non-essential conditions, and limits the 
field of’ search for the necessary conditions which define 
'the cause^ - 

: ' . Athird table (“ of Comparison ”) must include the cases 
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it) wlticb. the phenomenon is present in greater or less 
dcmee ; from this (c/. Mill’s “ Method of Concomitant 
Vm-iations ”) may be recognized the conditions which, 
varying with the phenomenon, must either cause 
it or ‘be caused by it. At this point, though the 
inductive process is by no means complete, enough has 
h(?on done to permit a “first vintage,” a hjiiotlietical 
oxpl?onation. As example Bacon takes heat, and, on 
evidence collected under these three tables, defines ite 
“form” as “a motion, expansive, restrained, and 
striving amongst the smaller particles of bodies ” — a 
remarkable anticipation of the modem theory of heat, 
despite some errors in the evidence on which Bacon 
bases it. A fourth table “ of Exclusions ” — ^impossible in 
the complete form as Bacon plans it— is to show all 
cases where the phenomenon occurs, and then to cut 
out in succession all the “ natures which cannot be its 
cause.” 

The Novum Organum further names nine “helps to 
the understanding,” to supplement the tables. Bacon 
works out only one, the “■ Prerogafims of Instances,” 

“ characteristic phenomena selected from the great mis- 
cellaneous mass . . i on account of some peculiarly forcible 
way in which they strike the reason ” (Herschel). At 
this stage, further,' the deductive method finds a place; 
the investigator rises foy induction from experiment to 
axiom, then from the axiom determines by deduetion 
the most fruitful direction of new experiment. 

The chief fault of Bacon’s method is that it does not 
provide for the due use of hypothesis ; it insists in all 
cases, on a mechanical progress from fact to axiom of 
low degree of generalization, from this to axiom more 
general, and so step by stop to the axiom of highest 
, generalization. Science has Been better served by apply- 
ing the reason to the facts upon a certain basis of 
ex^riment ; thus forming a hj^othesis which further 
experiment nmy modify or oonmm. Bacon made the . 
-mfstake’of seelang'an infallible method, which, if care- ‘ 
' fully ' josed, ■ Ypuid;ia', time place the ordinary ihtelleet’ 
pa a level the genius. He was driven by the fah- 
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tastie excesses of bis scientific predecessors to distrust 
e¥eii a legitimate use of tlie imagmation* 

Fnrtlier, tlioogli lie urged the correlation, of all the 
sciences, he^ was gnilty of strange ignorances and 
prejudices. He entirely failed to , recognize the vast 
iiriportaDce to nataral science of mathematics. He clung 
obstinately to the Ptolemaic theory, that the earth was 
the centre of the universe, round vhich aE else revolved, 
ignoring the discoveries by which Galileo and Kepler 
proved the correctness of the Copemican system. He 
paid no attention to such epoch-making work as Napier’s 
Invention of logarithms, Harvey’s discovery of the circu- 
lation of the Mood, Gilbert’s researches in magnetism,. 
He did not himself apply his principles methodically 
in any vscience, though he threw out some brilliant 
suggestions, including anticipations of the m.oder.n 
theories of light, of heat, of the atomic, constitution of 
matter. Even Ms method was , not entirely new ; 
Gilbert, whom he attacked, had applied the inductive 
method l3efor© Bacon gave it formal statement. But 
when all these admissions have been 'made. Bacon still 
remains the greatest of the early servants of natural 
philosophy. He has been called “-the lather of natural 
philosophy ” ; more truly he might be named its first 
great apostle. He systematized and popularized the 
' experimental method. He devoted his magnificent 
'imagination and his unmatched, eloquence to the 
propagation of the new gospel. With the ^ fervour and 
the optimism of true faifii he prophesied to men of the 
promised land of knowledge, and led them forth ■ to seek 
it. The fortune of the human race wiE give the issue ; 
such an issue, it may be, as in the present condition of 
things, of the minds of men, cannot easily be conceived 
or imagined. For the object in view is not only the 
contemplative happiness, but the whole fortimes> and 
affairs, and powers, and works of men.” 

; -.Bacon intended his method tO' apply to aH branches. 
of\ knowledge. ■ He attempted its. systematic , exposi- 
tion, oifiy in ’the case of natural philosophy, the second- 
ol.'the.' ‘tliree great branches into which he divides. _ 


I 
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philosophy. Hie .-first bmncli, which deals with iiian^ 
reflections on God, received from Mm only cursory 
attention. -A word must still be said about Ms contri- 
bution to the last branch, which deals with man as 
shown and exliibited to himself.’* 

In this section, Bacon’s limitations as a philosopher 
appear very' clearly. His mind is extraordinarily un- 
metaphysical ; he persistently ignores the ultimate 
problems of existence. He never asks the questions, 
fundamental in natural philosophy as well as in this 
section on “ human philosophy ” : how do we know that 
mind or matter exists ? What is mind ” ? What is 
'' matter ” ? In what relation do they stand ? These 
problems are too abstract for Bacon ; he does not even 
recognize the need for the great work which Bepartes 
was so soon to begin. He simply assumes the existence 
of both mind and matter, and also the distinction and 
the relation between them — ^that the one is the thinking 
power, that the other is entirely independent in its 
existence, yet furnishes objects which the thinldng 
power can recognize. His contributions to psychology 
are unimportant, but he proclaims the need for inquiry 
into the nature and origin of the mental faculties. 

His views on ethics, on the other hand, are interesting, 
and he presents them with some attempt at system in 
the Be AugmeTVtis, Here again he ignores the funda- 
mental question of freedom of will ; he assumes that 
the will is governed by right reason ” and spurred ** 
by the passions. Ethic is the science of the wall, as 
logic is that of the reason. As the reason is baffled by 
idols,” so the will is baffled by false images of good. 
The fflst business of the moral philosopher, the theo- 
retical half of Ethic, is to seek the true nature of good— 
a duty neglected, says Bacon, by Ms predecessors. 
Everything is moved by two forces, the one aiming at 
individual good, the other at the good of the community 
of- which the thing is a part ; the latter force, the iii- . 
stinct to serve the general good, is the nobler and also 
the steongerr' both in inanimate things, and, htiii’ more; 
€leariy,inmam . , . i , / : 
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Of tlie virtties^ lore is. tlie' greatest* -We are most 
like C4od wlien we live in ’ charity with men the 
mediaeval saints who secluded, themselves from men 
were therefore misguided. Uie active life is worthier 
than the contemplative life, because the former is the 
life for the general good ; contemplation is good oidy 
if it is intended to lead to active ' service., “In tMs 
theatre of man’s life, it is reserved only for God and 
angels to be lookers-on.” In this emphasis on the worth 
of active service of the communal good, Bacon points 
, .the :Way for most English moral philosophers. 

The second half of MMc is practical ; its business is 
to teach how our nature may be brought into harmony 
with the “image of good” discovered in the former 
half. Bacon blames his predecessors for their silence 
on this matter; more has been done here, he says, 
by historians and poets than by philosophers. The 
emotions have power to sway the reason, toecause the 
conception of present good produces a stronger effect on 
the mind than that of future good ; hence reason needs 
the support of custom, exercise, habit, education, and 
other similar “receipts and regiments.” Most im- 
portant of these is “ the electing and propounding 
unto a man’s self good and virtuous ends of his life, 
such as may be in a reasonable sort within his compass 
to attain. For if these two things be supj)osed, that 
a man set before him honest and good ends, and again, 
that he be resolute, constant, and true unto them ; it ^ 
•Rffl follow that he shall mould himself into all virtue 
at once.” ’ 

Thus again he concludes that the greatest of all virtues 
is charity or “ divine love,” “ which is excellently called 
the bond of perfection, because it comprehendeth and 
fasteneth all virtues together. ... If a man’s mind 
be truly inflamed with charity, it doth work him suddenly ■ 
into ’greater perfection than all the doctrine of morality 
' can do, which is but a sophist in comparison of the other* 

^ other excellencies, though they advance nature^ 

' yet they are subject to excess. Only charity admitteth 
no excess.” . ^ , 
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AE goo&moml pIiilosopEy/’ says Bacon, “is but a 
handmaid of religion ” ; ethical scienceyiinst be sti.pp!e-** 
inented by revelation. Once more iie^ ignores a fnnda- 
inental question : what makes an action right ? ^ That 
inquirys and the foundation in England of a» scientific 
system of ethicSj remained for Ills great successor 
liobbes. Nor is Bacon oonceriied to inquire into the 
nature of revelation. His standpoint is that of the 
orthodox Christianity of his day ; and Iiis statement 
of that view, in the ninth book of the l)e Augmeniis, 
deserves, by its reverence and its noble form, to 
stand beside Hooker’s. Reason and conscieiice, he 
says, suffice only to turn man away from vice ; they 
cannot teach Mm his Ml duty, they cannot arrive at 
the highest laws of coiidiict ; your ^ enemies * 

does not sound human ; it is a voice beyond.^’ Wliere 
philosophy ends religion begins. Religion shouM_ wel- 
come ail increase of natural knowledge, becauso it leads 
to the greater glory of God, and because it is a help 
against unbelief. ‘‘ A little philosophy inclineth the 
Blind to Atheism, but a further proceeding bringeth it 
back to Religion.” 


CHAPTER VI 

MW ATUAOTIS — ^HISimiCAL WOEK — ESSAYS — STYLE 

' Eeoh Plato to Mr. H. G. WeEs, reformer and dreamers 
. have been attracted by the plan of painting an' ideal 
.State, in which their reforms are achieved and their 
dreams fulfilled. Such a sketch of his ideal State 
Bacon intended to give in the Netv Ailantis.^ He 
completed only the account of what seemed to Mm its 
most important institution—an ideal college of sciep- 
tific research. To quote from Rawley’s preface to the 
'first edition’: This fable my Lord devised to the end 
■tliat he,. might; exhibit therein a model or description' 
/of .a/^Ooilege instituted for 'the interpreting of nature’ 
, lapd the ‘.[producing of great 'and marvellous works /for. 
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the benefit of men. . . . His Lordship ftonght also in 
this present fable, to have composed 4 frame of laws, 
or of the best state or mould of a commonwealth : but 
foreseeing it would be a long work, his desire of collect- 
ing the natui-al history diverted hhni which he preferred 
many degrees before it.” 

The interest of the New Atlantis is twofold : it furnishes 
a commentary on Bacon’s philosophic aims, and it illus- 
trates hk magnificent powers of imagination and ex- 
pression. Erom the first standpoint it adds new 
evidence of his desire to serve mankind, and of his 
faith in knowledge as the means ; it shows how that 
desire and that faith gave him the highest motives to 
seek “some honourable office in the State,” so that, 
in his own wnrds, “ I might thus secure helps and 
supports to aid my labours, with a view to the accom- 
plishment of my destined task.” In some |»rivate 
notes made in July 1608, following remarks on the need 
for complete records of certain natural phenomena, 
he makes a list of various places of which he might 
airg at the headship, “to command wits and pens” — 
Westminster, Eton, Winchester, specially Trinity 
College in Cambridge, St. John’s in Cambridge, Maudlin 
College in Oxford.” Then he notes the main heads of 
a scheme for a “College of Inventors.” Some of the 
same ideas had already found exprrasion in the Praise 
.X)f Knowledge, and they occur again in the Admncemmt. 
Naturally Bacon’s mind, with its strong instinct for 
the practical application of ideas, must have turned 
constantly from criticism of the defects of existing know- 
ledge and of existing places of learning, and from the 
elaboration of the new method, to consider the possibility 
■of practical reform by the , foundation of a properly 
planned and properly conducted institution for research, 
^e New Atlantis contains, in the account of “ Solomon’s 
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■ is halls and gardens, its laboratories and libraries, 
L and subterranean cells, until eveiy detail lived 
litmgination. So at the end be did not need 
iuslyto plan Ms college before the reader s eyes ; 
k only to describe what he knew so weM* In 
aoked yet lucid description ho gives the iinpres- 
‘o£ a guide striving to show as much as he can 
I* brief time, selecting and summarizing, ^ able to 
late only his chief treasure^ We fall into the 
I of the visitor i In the Father of Solomon s 
lise magnificent in array, with an aspect as if 
Ipitied men,’’ we recognize Bacon; in his sonorous 
Mods we hear Bacon speak : First I will set forth 
nto you the end of our foundation. Secondly, the 
teparations and instruments we have for our works, 
fiiirdly, the several employments and functions whereto 
;bur Fellows are assigned. And fourthly, the ordinances 
j and rites which we observe. 

'' The end of our foundation is the knovdedge ot causes, 
and secret motions of things ; and the enlarging of the 
bounds of human nature, to the efieoting of all things 

preparations and instruments ” include facili- 
ties for every kind of eiqieriment. Among the 
interesting of the discoveries prophesied here under the 
form of description are the culture of ' new plants 
difiering from the vulgar ” ; surgical discoveries (by 
vivisection of birds and beasts) such as the possibility 
of removing certain organs formerly considered vital, 
without causing death ; glasses and means to see 
smaE and minute bodies perfectly and distmctiy ; 
instruments . to represent and imitate " al articulate 
sounds and letters, and the voices and notes of beasts 
and birds ” ; means to convey sounds- In ^ trunks and 
pipes, in strange lines, and distances ” ; artificial scents 
and flavours ;■ degrees of flying' in the air ; ships 
and boats for going under water.’^ ^ So shrewd are most 
of Bacon’s forecasts that we receive a distinct shock 
when ‘amongst them we find the old dream of a device 
'■for perpetual motion#' , , . 
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The labours of the thirty-six “Fellows” are elabo- 
rately organized. Twelve travel and bring’back records 
of research throughout the world; these are called 
“Blerohants of Light.” Three collect experiments 
already on record. Three collect experiments “of all 
Mechanical Arts and also of Liberal Sciences,” and of 
“practices” not recognized as scientific. Three tabu- 
late the results of the workers already named. Ihree 
devote themselves to the application of the experiments 
of their fellows, “ to draw out of them things of use 
and practice for Man’s life, and knowledge” Tliree’ 
after consultation with ail their fellow workers, plan 
new experiments to develop the work abeady ’done, 
as reco mm ended in the Noimm Organum, Tk-ee cany 
out these experiments. Tliree perform the eromiin" 
duty laid dorm for the philosopher in the Novum 
Organum-. working on the results of aH the others, 
they complete the highest steps of the inductive pro- 
cess, and establish the general principles. These are 
called the “ Interpreters of Nature.” 

“ Two very long and fair galleries ” form the museum 
of the college, one filled with “ patterns and samples of 
all manner of the more rare and excellent inventions ” ; 
the other with statues “of all principal inventors.” 
Hymns and services are prescribed for daily praise and 
prayer to God. Finally, arrangements are made for 
the publication of all inventions as the College thinks 
it expedient to popularize (some are kept secret) ; and 
for issuing warnings and advice in matters of public 
danger. ■ 

Harvey sneered that Bacon ‘‘ wiites philosophy like a 
Lord Chancellor.” The sneer may be.tnrned to a Jnst 
compliment on the scheme of Solomon’s House. Wis- 
dom, shrewd practical insight, faculty for organization, 
■■■zeal' for" knowledge for"its own sake and for the 'public ^ 
welfare, combine in this admirable manifesto of aca- 
demio statesmanship. The founders of the . London 
“'College'' of Philosophy/’ which in 1662 became the 
Society, acimowiedged that they drew their 
inspiration from' Bacon’s “ Solomon’s 'House ” ; and 
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iiiree centuries science has slowly laboured to 
a Universities and Technical Schools, a pdrt of 
programme. In academic administraiiion, as in 
e method, he pointed the way. 

Account of Solomon’s House comes at the end oi 
.ement ; the earhor part tells of the accidental 
t of the storm-driven and distressed ships crew 
‘ island called Bensalem, of their reception, and 
i customs of the island. Here purpose is entirely 
rdinated to vivid fiction. Bacon intended to pro- 
after the manner of More’s Utopia, to a detailed 
}uiit of the institutions and customs of the island, 
mig as an exposition of his oto views. Of thi^ 
Slit from the account of Solomon’s House,, only 1. 
k incidental passages were written. We learn that 
iitives, except the Bellows of bolomon s House, aie not 
ilowed to travel abroad. Strangers, who appear seldom, 
ire permitted access under certain restrictions, axe 
treated most humanely, and are encouraged to settle. 
(Bacon shared the contempt expressed by so many 
< Elizabethans for the travelled jackanapes who dressed 
his native folly in exaggerated imitation of French and 
Italian enstom ;Vbiit he felt the benefit which the best 
m.en could gain, for themselves and their country from 
contact with’-other nations, and recognized the practical 
advantage to be’ gained from carefully supervised im^ 
miration.) To strengthen the bonds of large families 
a family conclave is customary, which receives both 
' legal and religions sanction, and has an^ elaborate sym- 
bolical ceremoniaL Tire people are particiiiarly law- 
abiding and; orderly; 'the rulers wise and benevolent. ' 
Officers and'. Bervants refuse to. accept 'gifts from ^ the 
guests i *^"When we offered Mm [a Motary] soine,Pisto- 
^lettSj’he sniffing '’said* he most not be twice paid for 
one labonr;.;’’ meaning (as, I take it) that ha had salary , 
'Sufficient of ’the'' State for Ms service.” On the other' 

' hahd. the lather of Solomon’s House' assigned a vame 
ot ’.about two- thousand ducats, 'for 'a bounty to ipe and 
mtiffilovrs. '■-Hdt.they give great largesses, where' they 
come, uponaE’ ’ocoasiouB.” Here 'Bacon’s ora instinct 
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for magmfieence speaks, as in the account of the gorgeous 
garb and appointments of the “ Father ” and his retinue’ 

aaci of other personages. ^ 

These partici^rs are interesting and ffluminating, 
and we lament that more were not added ; but it would, 
have been a greater loss if the introduction, where 
pur:^se plays the merest occasional part, had been 
omitted. Bacon’s^ fictitious description produces the 
impression of reality more powerfully than that of any 
other writer before Befoe. He has Defoe’s trick of 
giving exact unessential detail, and so suggesting the 
careful record of an eyewitness. The fra^ent opens 
as tho^h summarized from a ship’s log.i ‘‘ Wee sayled 
fi?om Peru, (wher wee had continued by the space of 
one ^whole yeare,) for China and Japan, by the South 
Sea ; tafcng with us Victuals for twelve Moneths ; And 
had go<^ Wmdes from the east, though soft and weake, 
tor five Moneths space, and more. But then the Winde 
came about, and setled in the west for many dayes, so 
that we could make little or no way, and were some- 
times m purpose to move back. But then againe there 
muse Strong and Great Windes from the South, with a 
loint East ; which carried us up, (for all that we could 
d.^) towar* the north ; by which time our Victualls 
ff “ade good qiare of them. 

^ that findmgour selves, in the Midst of, the greatest 

WildernesseofWatersintheWorH,withoutVictuan we 

gave omselves up for lost Men, and prepared for Death.” 
“ the circumstance and ceremonial of the familv 

described With similZ 
noted that the ivy wEich 

S^lTke too whiter than 

rais> like tlie leaf of a Silver Aspen but more sliimns 

may be taken from the description^^ 
between the ship and the 

ibout eVbf to us a small Boafe, wnth 

ibout eight Persons in it ; wherof Cbe of them had in 

€ toe foUowing ejrtiact I ha^e preserved the spelling 
^ition, as the realism of the description would 
wer.by the jar, between, new spelling and .old phrase ^ ^ 
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Ms Hand a Tipstaffe of a yeUow Cane, tipped at both 
ends with Blew, who came aboarf oiir Shipp, ^thoufc 

any shew of Distrust at ah He drew iorth a little 

Seroule of Parchment, (somewhat yellower thgi our 
Parchment, and shining like the ^^ayes of Writing 
'itaMes but otherwise soft and lexiHe,) and delivereci 
it to our foremost Man. . . . Seroule Signed 
with a Stamps of Cherubim Wings, not spred, but 
hanging downwards ; And by them a Grosso. 

The spirit of Bacon’s work in natural philosophy 
informs also his histofirieal work. Fidelity to fact, care- 
ful progi'ess from the fact to its exiianatioii, and a 
■wide ' and clear view of his. material , as, , a ...connected; 
whole, mark his method. His strong royalist feeling 
and his particular desire to please James I. make him 
paint the character of Henry VII. in^ as favourable 
colours as possible, but even here he is as inipartml 
as any English Mstorian before the eighteenth century. 
In grasp of the organic quality of history he again leads 
the way. History is for Mm a department of piilo- 
Sophy j he does not merely catalogue events, he shows 
their connection and their significance. 

Of BacoMs -legal wwks and of^Ms minor non-philo- 
sophical works it, need only be said that they^illustrate 
in their several departments the same ^qualities which 
Bacon displayed in Ms practical activities ; those of 
a strong mind, intensely though impersonally b^^nevo- 
lent, concentrated on actual facts : zeal for reform and 
wisdom in directing it, tempered to compromise by 
respect for the established order; an ^unfailing and 
iinrelaxing grip of the essential, an admirable power of 
organized statement. ■ # i 

From Bacon’s ovm day, tlie most popular of Ins 
writings have been the Essays ; and this is natimal, 
for they claim, asaudience not merely 'the limited cimo 
■to 'whom Ms' pMiosopMcah professional and politi^l 
works appeal/- but all who are interested to kpow the 
mature opinion, of- a great-minded man of the vfOrlcI 
on", the 'proW^^M. and chcumstances of. everyd^/dy^ 
$ix,'.e^tions a|qEm«ed',in’ Bacon’s lifetime ; the/mst in 
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15§7, incliicling only ten essays, 'bo'niid’, up wltli the ' 
Sacred UeMkdions and Colowrs'’'0f Good mid Mhil ; yq- 
prints of the 'niiole volume in 1598, 1604, and 1606 ; 
a new edition of tlie essays Mone in 1612, omitting the 
essay Of Honour and Reputation,^® eorreetlng and eii« 
larging the ot!ie:i‘ nine (Of Studie, Discourse, Ceremonies ' 
and Jlespects, _B'oliowcrs and Friends, Suitors, ExjKmse, 
Regiment of Healtli, Faction, iSfegocmting), and adding 
twenty-nine new essays ; ^ and in 1625 the final edition of 
ftfl5^Jght.fg^ys, on ’R'liich tiie modem texts are based, *9 
including the* tlilrty-elght of the 1612 edition, in most 
cases revised and enlarged, a revised and enlarged version 
of the essay Of Honour and Reputation/® and nineteen 
new essays* 

The title Essays (probably boiTowed &om Mon- 
taigne, whose Essais had appeared in 1580) indicates 
Baepn^s ' purpose* They are expressions of personal 
opinion to mugh or test its truth, without attenipt at 
proof; as distinct from the esaetly based and^scienti- , 
fically demonstrated statements of Ms plidosophical 
work, and from the records of facts and of thoughts 
preliminary thereto* The subject-matter changes with ■ 

. the ^owth of his personal interests and experience. 

He wTites in the first tern essays on everydaj^ subjects 
attractive _ to the student of men and affairs. Of the 
essays added in 1612 ...evtoid . mngft , p f 

■wider esroriericeoL-liIie 
{e,g„ Of " 

Judicature, Of Greatness of Kingdoms)* Others aiia^se 
human motives, consider the problems of individual - 
relationship and conduct, and weigh the ultimate values 
of life (e.g*, Of Marriage and Single DIfe, Of Parents and 
Children, Of Young Men and Age, Of FrImdsHp, Of 
Hove, Of Seeming t¥ise, Of Ambition,, Of Fortune, Of 
Athoistn, Of Religion, Of Death). The final edition ex- 
-■tends both groups, adding to the former such subjects^ as 

■ Plantations, Seditions and Troubles ; to the latter, with 

■ ^ The table, of ,coafceats »aixie$ forti^ esBSkyst but tiae lagt two 
'■ if OS. the Publike ** and ** Of WaiTe aua'-Peace”) ard not givpu In 

■ this hr any other edition* ' ' ' . ^ , 
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sad significance,' Eefenge, Anger, Envy, Adversity, tlie 
Vicissitudes of Idlings. One little group of the latot 
essays, lioweTer., opens e|> new grouiid. He whites Of 

Mask and Triumphs “—apologetically, for “ these things 
are but toyes to come among such serious observations, 
but still with a drfmiteness of opinion on arrangement 
and staging that betrays relish and reminds us that he 
wrote “devices” for Esses. Still more pleasantly, he 
turns to his own hobbies in the essays “ Of Building ” and 
“ Of Gardens.” His opening advice on building illustrates 
his practical sense : “ Houses are built to live in, and 
not to look on ; therefore let use be preferred before 
uniformity [i.e. symmetrical beauty] except where both 
may be had.” Later in the essay, however, he gives 
play to the desire for richness which characterized his 
work on his own house at Gorhambury. But while he 
was interested in buildings, he loved gardens : “ God 
Almighty first planted a garden. And indeed it is the 
purest of human pleasures. It is the greatest refresh- 
ment to the spirit of man.” Even his technical direc- 
tions, such as those for a sequence of flowers all the 
year round, read poetically ; and his list of sweet- 
scented flowers carries all the fragrance of an English 
garden. “And because the breath of flowers is far 
sweeter in the air (where it comes and goes, like the 
w'arbling of music) than in the hand, therefore nothing 
is more fit for that delight than to know what be the 
flowers and plants that do best perfume the air. . . 
Sweetbriar. Then wallflowers, which are very delight- 
ful to be set under a parlour or lower chamber window, 
then pinks and gillyflowers, specially the matted pink 
and clove gillyflower.” His garden would be a little 
formal for a romantic taste, but he despises the ex- 
tremes of formality ; the hedges must not he “ too 
busy or fuH work. ... I do not like images cut oat- 
in Jumper or other garden stuff ; they be for children ” ; 
while “ as for ;the making of knote or figures with diyers 
colotoed earths,; , . . they he but toys ; you may see 
as good si^te, many times, in tarts.” He gives up a 
third, of his desaxid thirty acres (for it is the “prince- 
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like garcleii_ he describes) to kwh ; , and another third 
to a heath, franiedj m much a^,' may 'be, to a iiatural 
wiiciiiess/’ with tliickefe swieetbriar aad honey- 
siiekie, and some wild-vine amongst;, and the groiiBci 
set with viofets, strawberries and priimoses* For these 
are sweet and prosper in the shade. . And these to be 
ill the heath, here and there, not in any order.®® 
on the little hillc^cks imist grow wild thyme, and 
.germander, peri\d,iikle and wiclets, strawberries,, pinks, 
co\rsiips, daisies, and other plants sw'eet and 
sightly.*® 

Bacon’s garden was only for occasional delight, and 
for retirement ; his life belonged to the law courts, to 
Parliament, to Whitehall, or In its times of freedom 
from such duties, to his study. The 'best fruit of Ms 
serious thought ■was stored in his philosophical work. 
In the essays, it is the man of, the world rather than 
the philosopher ■^^ho speaks. Wherever strong and alert., 
common sense can se rve, BacoiTiXaSmlra Me ; wherevmr' 
reSdSrJspSjS Is needed , he falls sho rt ; wlSeveir' 
emoiron Is....neec0 ^1m fads utterly, in writing of moirros 


anTdEties hisr,^^ESS^”ita-nd out clearly, but he 
lacks ..faith^ in them ': he has leamt from Akchiavelli 
and from experience to see men’s weaknesses, and lie 
' oaiuiot trust" the strength of simple goodne®. Good- 
’ ness is “ the greatest of aH virtues -and dignities of the 
mind, being the character of the deity, and without it 
man is a busy, mischievous, -wretched thing, no better ■ 
than a kind of vermin.” Yet it is the cross-grained, 
malignant men, he .says, who make the best politicians. 
He does not _ make . such observations sadlv .. ^- ,.M% 
conec76ui''‘ cjroiciSnTF^e a litt le 

' SliSrly but even ‘^^^^^^ feut:...mor3 

of' lls***Ebservatioiis. 

, in human nature generally more of the fool 

than of the ■ wise ; and therefore those faculties by 
which the foolish part of men’s minds is taken are most 
potent.” The wiser sort of great persons bring in eyer 
upon the stage some'body upon whom to derive [di.v©rt] 

■ the envy that would come upon themselves.” “ There is 





coveries. ) He that hath wife and. children hath given 
hostages to fortune ; for they are impediments to great 
enterprises, either of virtue or mischief. . . • The most 
ordinary cause of a single life is liberty ; especially in 
certain self-pleasing and humorous minds, which are 
so sensible of ©very restraint as they will go near to 
thinlr, their girdles and garte.rs to be bonds and shackles* 
, . * A single life doth well with Churchmen; for 
Charity will hardly water the groundj whore it must 
first fill a pool/’ 

Every word tells; yefcjiow^little and.pitifuLiLjall 
s^ms i^ompampn^TO|h„iihy",^^ utt^np. 

CoiipSe, ’for e^mple, the last sentence quoted with 
Shdleyls_?^P§ated^,,.to that love grows as it 

^^vii, ! & ue lo ve in^thfe ^differs. ^,gqld _and 
that to divide i^hofio^iihe away?’ In ffie^iisay^Of 
Love ” Bacon spends all , but the last two sentences 
on the follies of love, The stage is more beholding to 
love than the life of man, , For as to the stage, love is 
ever 'a matter of comedies, and 'now and then of tragedies : 
but in life it dotii muA|nisohig|*som a 

som®S5iTiteal^ * !Ihey^oT5esFwhd3^ 
,6®ai0t^but^ yet sever it wholly from'lhek 

•serious' affaire and- actions of life?’ Between Bran and 
wnihan, 'Bacon 4hinbs , only' of TOssion divorce^ from- 
•4^;^r,lom ' He cannot, like Bidney -and Shakes|)eaire, , 
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. - find even in passion something of the 'infinite and eternal ; ' I 

stiE less can lie coniprehend itS' service of the spiritual, "i 

or eoiiceive that love iiiajr be the finest flower of frierich 5 

sliip, biossoiiiing perfectly because rooted in every 
human longing, religions in its revelation of spirit in- 
^ camate* llie niamage service of Ms prayer-book might 
; have served as his text. His md.mient eotresponds to 
• h is experience . He, never loved'' a wbmaS"J"F^iaTOHl / 

; for*l)onveIi^^ covering with gorgeous cereraonial 

I trappings the drab commonplace of a business aiTange- 
. ... .inent..;, he.never, devotedlyloved relation. or iriend..,,,, 

; Bacon sets friendship higher than love, and treats it [ 

less inadequately. He speaks %¥isely of the mutual | 

usefulness of friends, and ^ of the stimulus to thought f; 

^ given by friendly eonvcrsation ; but the nearest approach ^ ' |, 

’ to a sense of something M^ier in.fri^dshiplimn,i^^^ I 

come^%-te“l*e6o^tIbii that^man^^instinclK^^ f- 

craves irieii^lilpr ‘"■'®’®lX"efowcf Is nbi company ; and laces | 

a '"gallery of pictees ; and talk but a tinkling |' 

r cymbal where there is no love. ... It mere and 
/'I, miserable solitude to want true friends, without which [ 

II ' the world is but a wilderness.’^ ^This rises above the ■ L- 

' ' * ' u tilita r ian view pr o minent m the ,j^say ; but even here ' j: 

■■-,1 ' ' there"S'lio'*piIm that burns in Shake- ' Jj,; 

' 'speare’s sonnets. ^ , ■■t 

<:] ■' The same limitations mark the essays ^ touching ’ ^ i\ 

I metaphysical subjects. IFfel is ir'uih f said |estmg ^ j, 

■ PEate ; and would not stay for an answ^er,” begins the ' f.' 

essay Of Truth.” Bacon himself does not furnish an ^ . jj';, 

■: ' answer. He speaks eloquently about truth, but he _ 
never inquires into its essential nature. In the essay ^ 

Of Atheism,” he states Ms view that knowledge and | 

' experience alike support religion, and incidentally j-/, 

■ he makes some acute observations—Cup. ‘‘"All that . , 

I Impugn a received religion, or superstition, are ^by the f 

I adverse part, branded with the name of atheist.” But | 

he notices only the immediate causes of atheism— the 'f 

' fest tincture of philosophy, 'divisions in religion, and 
so on ; he does not try to grasp the, condition of tiie ^ , 1/ 

*1 ’ mind which would willingly believe but. cannot. " His I 
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OWD. religious belief is siucere and definite,, but its de- 
finiiSnc^ bmnesTnoFIFdmiaeaf anlwOT'tS" fundamental 
questions, bat from absence of tbe desire to question. 
Sis eager and inquisitive spirit sets bounds to its in- 
qxiiries, and never passes beyond subjects where the 
senses can perceive facts and the intellect prove 
principles, to speculate on the unprovable. He never 

shows any inclination towards speculation. His re - 

cognition of the limits of the intellect springs not from 
tlfTSfmcrTo~BeIIeyir®®~^ ■BroWff^S, not 

I from reasoned argument, like Hooker’s, ^ut fr om, the 

Indifference o f his ima g i nation to i^taphysical pro^ 
liEiis, conffiFmeaDy a sense of tie futility of earlier meW 
pliyiicalTpcSiJionT'''^^^^ Beat! '"wiffiout 

d^nJ’iiiliT^sriaeditation about tbe future life ; ratber 
in tbe temper of Marcus Aurelius than of a Cbristlan. 
Tiie essay is only some six hundred words iong^; it 
includes no less thto eleven classical illustrations; 
its only debt to Christianity lies in two phrases. An 
example may show the admirable vigour and strong 
sense of the essay, and at the same time its narrow 
range. “ Men fear Death, as children fear to go in the 
dark : and as that natural fear in children is increased 
vnth tales, so is the other. , . . Groans and convulsions, 

' and a discoloured face, and friends weeping, and blacks, 
and obsequies, and the like, shew Death terrible. It 
Is worthy the observing, that there is no passion in the 
mind of man so weak, but it mates and masters the 
fear of Death ; and therefore Death is no such terrible 
enemy, when a man hath so many attendante about 
him that can win the combat of him. Revenge trium|)hs 
over Death ; Love slights it ; Honour aspireth to it ; 
Grief flieth to it. ... It is as natural to die as to be 
. born ; and to a little Infant, perhaps, the one is as 
painful as the other.®’ 

Similarly in the essays discussing ethical problems, - 
■and 'the circumstances im life of which Christian teach* 
.mg 'has . most definitely treated, Bacon’s ^avowed re* 

' ‘Igioiia behefB remain strangely aloof. .. It would scarcely 
2j^m:'pa«He to write -of revenge without a thought 

il'k'-: '■'■v , ' , , 
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of the New Testament ; but Bacon does this^ choosing j 

his illustrations from the Old Testament, , and from J | 

classical and Eenascence history. He ’ passes by the j | 

ethical problem, and considers only the social bearing j | 

and the personal result of reyenge. Dimiiarly in the essay , j 
“Of Adversity,” despite reference to both Testaments^ K 

the opening quotation from Seneca strikes the keynote ; _ j, 

the essay praises fortitude, not meek resignation; the i!' 

tone is that of Boethius, not that of the Gospels or even. ” 

of the Psalms. • Ti: 

Even the brief quotations already given, from essays |: 

where the subject is not the most apt to Bacon’s treat- ; i 

'inent, show Ms aciite ^ obser vation , Ms ' massive ^common ' 

sense, Ms vlyid_and.£i^^ TE[eie“*quaEtiS shine 

stM""m<5’e''Ffipit^^ on political subjects, ./|i 

and on the general habits, characters and circuni- ■{ 

stances of men, where the matter is covered by Bacon’s .f'J 

experience and suited to his method of treatment. M 

The wisdom and insight, the shrewdy realization of (■ 

existing conditions, the unmoved recognition and occa- [ : 

sional exploitation of men’s, weaknesses, which marked ■ .|| 
Bacon’s State papers, inspire the essays on questions - |'| 
of State poHcy -(c.g. Of Unity in Beligion, Of SeditK’ns ; 1 1 
and Troubles, Of Empire, Of Innovations, Of the True I j 

Greatness of Kingdoms, Of Plantations). The sturdy ' , rj 

independence of tradition manifested at every step of || 

Ms philosopMcal work, informs his opinions “ Of Custom^ ■ | j 
and Education.” ti;But most noteworthy of all are, the! - || 
essays on men’s characters and customs. They are! || 

pacted with acute observation strikingly expressed.| || 
They paint human nature and human activities, not! ‘ 1| 

as seen by the poet, by lightning €ash§s,” but as seen \ || 

by the philosopMcal politician, hy the daylight of | 1 1 

truth,” by the brightest light of common 4ay. ' ^ ;|| 

We take Cu-nning for a sinister or crooked wisdom. ' || 
And certainly, there is great difference betwpn a 11 

cunning man and a wise man, not only in point of ^ ^ ;| 
honesty, but 'in point of ability. There be tiiat can, . ^ | 
paek the cards, and yet cannot play^ well ; so 'there are ; , , - ; j 
some that are good in canvasses and factions, 'that are | 



m ■ FEANCIS BACON 

otherwise weak men. . . . These cnmiBg men are 
like hab^^rdashers of small wares*®"^ (Of Cmining.) 

' "‘‘Affected dispatch is one of the most dangerous 
' tilings to Winess that can be. * • , Measure not clis- 
patch by the times of sitting, but by the advancement 
of the business. ... I knew a wise man that had it 
for a byword, when he saw men hasten to a conclusion, 
" Stay a little, that w'-e may make an end the sooner.® 

, , {Of Dispatch.) 

"" Suspicions amongst thoughts are like bats amongst 
birds ; they ever fly % twilight.®’ (Of Suspicion.) 

"" He that hath a satirical vein, as he maketh others 
afraid of his wit, so he had need be afraid of others’ 
memory. He that questioneth much shall learn mucli 
and content much ; but especially if he apply his 
questions to the skill of the persons whom he asketh ; 
for he shall give them occasion to please themselves 
ill speaking, and himself shall continually gather know- 
ledge. But let Ms questions not be troublesome; 
for that is fit for a poser [examiner]. And let Mm be 
'SUi’e to leave other men their turns to speak. . # . Bis- 
cretion of speech is more than eloquence ; and to 
speak agreeably to him, with whom we deal, is more 
than to speak in good words or in good order.’® (Of 
Discourse.) 

"" As the baggage is to an army, so is riches to virtue. 
It cannot be spared nor left behind, but it Mndereth 
, the march ; yea, and the care of it, sometimes, loseth 
or disturbeth the victory.” (Of Miches.) 

Money is like muck, not good except it be spread.” 
(Of Seditions and Troubles.) 

Bead not to contradict and confute ; nor to 
believe aiid take for granted; nor to find talk and 
, discourse ; but to weigh and consider. Some books are 
- to, .he tasted, others to be swallowed, and some fewto be 
‘I ^ chewed and digested. • * . Reading maketh a full man ; 
i;' .• 'Conference .[conversation] a ready man; and writhig 
'' ■ m exact man;” ■ fOf Studies.) 

'' Men’s /feehayiDiir -should be like their apparel, not 
'-;poiiit; device [stiff or 'pimotfiious], but' 
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free for exercise or motion.” (0/ Cmmmiies and 

t Mespeds,) 

■ A. pioneer in so many directions. Bacon neverthelass 

lagged befond his age in one respect. He distro-sted 
his OOT language. _ From the very beginnings of the 
Reiiascence, catholic love of beauty, embracing the 
modem as well as the ancient, and strong sense of 
nationality had combined to give each “ noble vulgar 
• tongue” its due glory, even •Rutb those who most 
I admired the classics. Dante and Castiglione, Eonsard 

and Du Bellay, Sir Thomas More and Ascham, had 
formally defended the vernaculars, while the fiu-ther 
; examples of Ariosto and Eabelais, of Spenser and Shake- 
speare, of Wyclif and Hooker, had proved indisputably 
t the adequacy of modem languages to most various tasks. 

Yet Bacon, rebel though he was to the authority of 
, classical thought, climg to Latin as the only medium 
for work destined “ to the next age and foreign nations.” 
There is no matter for surprise in his preference for the 
international tongue of learning ; but he was strangely 
;• unjust to his own language, which he used so admirably, 
i , “These modern languages will at one time or another 
f ; play the bankrupt with hooks,” he wrote to Toby 
j Matthew; and again, on the appearance of the JDe 
: An^mtis, he declared “ It is a book that will live and 

be a citizen of the world, as English books are not.” 
i He wrote his most important work, the Novum Organum, 
“ as well as many minor works, in Latin ; and all that he 
; , valued highly in his IngUsh work he either translated 
or caused to be translated into Latin. 

; Scarcely less unpromising for Bacon’s style sounds his 
; condemnation of the attention paid to form in writing by 

the schoolmen ; but here his attack was levelled against 
j the povei-ty of the matter so elaborately enshrined, 

I rather than against care for style. Hrs own style, both as 
“ orator and vTiter, was the result of an art perfect enough 

; to conceal its lat>our. His commonplace books show how 
i carefully he prepared his effecte : he collected similes, 
t metaphors, quotations, allusions, for every connection; 

J , he noted the effect of apparent careteness and abrupt- 
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ness as well as of the commoner rhetorical devices* 
Speaking and writing to convince Ms countrymen more 
often than merely to record his views, he w^as obliged 
to use English, and to labour for effective fornL Above 
all, his lucidity and vigour of thought, and his imagiria™ 
tive power, as fertile intellectuaiiy as it was barren 
emotionally, informed his style; and lie wrought mag- 
nificently with the tool he despised. 

Bacon was master of two styles. In the essays, 
especially in the earliest draft, he aims at and acMeves 
the utmost vigour of terse speech. The sentences 
fall like hammer-blows. Ben Jonson, whose prose 
comes nearest to Bacon’s in this respect, may well have 
had his style in mind when he wrote a strict and succinct 
style is that where you can take away nothing without 
loss, and that loss to be manifest.” Bacon’s terseness 
does not mean bareness. £...The 

brilliant imagery and ^pr^fu^n^nd^^^auqtalioji ; 

blit' , iiSiC2^fe::M.,Sem.§prS£g.4Iiia^^ 

bulit into the structure. strengtiiei iinglS wmile^ney 

. 'Wor does this &ie economy mean""d!>- 
, Purity ~4lie only source of ^ob^Siirity in Bacon’s style 
Hes in his o ccasional La Mmams, and it must be re* 
membered thaFfeiewould- not cause difficulty to his 
readers in an age when Latin was the basis of all educa- 
tion. , The short sentences of the earlier essays produce 
, a certain staccato .effect, but their style cannot Justly 
be called jerky. \Each sentence is a weU squared 
Hock, and the whole essay is built firmly without need 
of the mortar of coimeotiveSp) 

In the later ^ays the style varies between this^ 
packed brevity and the more elaborately organipd‘ 
style of the English philosopMcal works, the ^historical 
works and the New Atlantis. In the philosopHcal works 
above all, Bacon shows himself master of a stately 
and sonorous' English; and the picturesque and vivid 
illustrations which sparkle in clean-cut brevity , 
of his epigrammatic style grow, in more spacious work, 
into^a' wealth' of Rowing colour. But even here order 
and' economy.', reign; among the heaped treasures 'of 
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imaginative eloquence. Ben Jonsoii’s tribute to liis 
oratory may be applied to his written work. “ No 
man ever spake more neatly, more prossedly, more 
weightily, or suSered less emptiness, le.'’? idleness, iir 
what he uttered. No member of bis speech but con- 
sisted of his own graces. His hearers could not cougli, 
or look aside from him without loss. He commanded 
where he spoke, and had his judges angry and pleased 
at his devotion. No man had their affections more in 
his power. The fear of every man that heard him 
was lest he should make an end.” 

In Bacon’s gi'eatness as an orator lies the secret of 
his characteristic greatness as a wxiter. All his work 
directly addresses an audience. Bead aloud any passage 
from the English philosopliioal works, and you hear 
the splendid and sonorous harmonies of gi’eat speech ; 
read aloud the essays, and you hear the rattle and 
crack of quick debate. Hooker’s best prose is even 
more musical, Sir Thomas Browne’s richer alike in 
music and colour, Milton’s vaster in its overwhelming 
might; but no writer of prose before Burke equals 
Bacon in the sustained persuasive combination of 
lucidity and beauty. 
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